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firnily settled in Palestine, Masonry bec-
gins to assert itself in the building of
tire temple, whence our MWasonry is said
to be derived. Let us niow turii to the
Greeks. Plato, wve are told by Cicero
in his De' Finibus, clerived his ideas of
a future state and a first cause, as dimly
hinted at in the §/Iinaeus, froru the
Egyptiaus. The divine nature wvas
considered under a threefoid head:
the first cause, the reasoxi or logos, and
the soul or spirit of mankind. This
it cati he seen iras but a slight miodifi-
cation of the EgMyptian doctrines.
'This system wvas taugh t by Plato .360
years before Christ, and to '.e thorough-
ly ground and mnitiateci in the xnysteries
required a study of thirty years. When
the 'disciples of Platonic Philosophy
throughout the Roman empire became
Christians they had very Jittie troitble
in reconciling themselves to the doctrines
of the Trinity. Some lristirians say
they introduce1 this doctrine. The
Christian Fiather, the Greek Cosmt-,
or the Egyptiani Ptah ; Christ the son,
Who died for mankind, the C4reek
Reason or Logos, symbolical of ma.ikind
and the Egyptiati Klintim; and the
Holy Ghost, the Greelç spirit, of mani-
kind, and the E.ýyptian TAm are ail
analogyous and easily indentified withi
the diret lesser Iights otf Masonry,
the east symbolical of the rising Sun,
the grand architect of the univ'erse
the soiith, mankind, the cati fromru e-
freshment to, labour; the settingj slun ini
the west to remind us that death cometh
like a thief in the nighft., and leaves us
but our souls. If Masonry tiren is not

aysterr of religion, i t lias, at lilast,
iven religions to the world.

WHAT BETTER THEME 9

Ve. have pleasure in quoting the
following poem from a newv book ,jusb.
issiied called "I'Uniforrnity of Masonie
Rituai and Observance," by W. Brother
-lames Stevens, P. M., P. Z., etc., of
London Enaland. Brother Stevens'

(Who ,n we have often liad the pleasure
of meeting in thàe Old Counrtry), is an
able and indefatizable worker in Mas-
onry. lielias publishied.several valtiab!,e
.works in connection îvith the Craft;
and ire wish him, irn connection with
this hast literary venture, ail the suc.
cess hoe undoubtedly deserves. These
lines are,hea(letl ' What BetterThleme
than Masonry"

WVhat better therne cau dlaiim our )vQ
And lend its aid to 1-1arynony ;

Wliat noble art sheds brighter rays
Mien gloriotis Freeinasonry?

What other virtues cati coini) ire
WVitli those 'tîveen '' compasses and squiare ?

For Faitli and Hlope and Ciarity,
Brotht-rlyîLov-e and lJnity'
With Ordles, Peace, and H.'rimony,
.Xrc-fouud in true Free~masonry.

Whien first to us the liglit is showit
Thiat governs true niirality,

Others' distress wve make our mown
Iu natural equality.

Our steps are thoen taught to ascend
The ladder mtaves that upward tend

Fait "ist upon the muister-roli,
Hope, the sheet-auciior of the sou!.
And Chta)itii, that crowvns the w'hole
Fountdatiot of 1?reemazonrj'.

WTheil Craftsmeui's lahors w'e attend
We're tauglit the hidden mystery.

B.y science led to compreliend
Thle sope of natture's histor-y

From nature up to nature's Cod
Our mincis are raiseci above the soc?,,

And WVisdom eoiiies tu shield from harin
St rcnpt , liurtfuil passions to disarin,
whiist Bcaulli iends a crowning charma
To ail our wvorks inMaony

And iiest, as Master Masons, wve
Share the subiimest mystery,

And prove hioN potenu theii can bo
Fiortitude and Fidelity.

'Plie terrors of the darkest hour-
Are Jessened by the M~ystio Power;

And Viirtie's portai opens wide
Our step3 to fIonour. fane to guide,
Whilst Mliercy pieads upon our side
To Him who ruies Freemasonry.

Ani when, our Rlorious labours o'er,
We mieet for brief hilarity.

Axnid our joys, our Brethren pour
Remenibered are in charity :

Each thaukful heart expands to biess;
Rach Nvilling baud relief wvii1 xress ;

With Temperaence <3odl's gifts %ve share;
Prudence extends lier ivatchful care,
And J.u.stice, symboiied by the Nequare,
Ierfects our work in aony
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