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Sroraont, —The twelfth half-yearly meoting of the Stormont teach-
ers’ association, was held in Duvall’s Hall, Newington, on Thursday and
Friday, May 17th and 18th. The president, Mr. McNaughton, L'P.S.,
occupted the chair, and after thé usual oponinﬁ, called upon the secro-
tary to read the minutes of the last meoting, which were duly read and
approved. An agent of the Canada Publishing Company who was pres.
ent, received permission to address the association.  He introduced to
the notice of the teachers assemnbled a newly published series of readers
which he was confident would soon be authorized for use in schools. He
pointed out the superior excellencies of said publications as compared
with other similar text-books, anl called particular attention to the les-
sons on temperance, hygiene, &c. A discussion ensued on the respective
merits and demerits of the books compared, and a committee vonsisting
of the president, the sccretaiy, and Messrs. Talbot, Cook, aud Bissett,
with power to add to their numbers, was appointed to examine them,
also those published by Gage & Co., and report the result of such exam-
ination at some future time. The president read an extract from the
Minister of Education referring te toxt-books,.also from the official re-
port referring to teachers. He showed that Stormont furnished as many
certificated teachers as other counties in the province. He spoke of a
meeting of inspectors in the city of Kingston, that parsed resolutions
recommending an increase of government grant to increase the salaries
of teachers. He thought the government should pay at least one-sixth
such salary, Several teachersexpressed theirapproval of the suggestion
of the pregident. Mr. Relyea thought if teachers would work harder
they would be better paid.  Mr. Baker read an essay on * The Teacher's
Personal Duties,” dwelling especially on the necessity of energy of char-
acter and gentleness of nanner in order to the proper performance of
those duties. Remarks complimentary to the essayist were freely made
upon the various points of iuterest in the essay and the thanks of the
listerers were given him. Mr. Casselman next showed ** How to Teach
Composition.” ~ He emphasized the importance of making the work casy
to beginners by teaching them how to cxpress clearly their ideas of
familiar things. In the discussion which followed, some difference of
opinion was elicited as regards the time when the little ones should be
expected to begin to write sentences. Thanks were given Mr. Cassel-
man for the ability displayed in his treatment of the subject, and the
benefits likely to be derived from his effort by those listening. On
wotion of Mr. Bigelow, a committee consisting of Afessrs. Casselman,
Talbot, and Cook, was ngpointcd to answer the questions found in the
question drawer. The first subject disposed of the sccond day was
¢ The Art of Penmanship,” by Mr. Cook. Ke explained the principles
upon which the formation of the lettera depends ; showed how to form
the letters from those principles ; spoke of the correct method of holding
the pen ; and called attention to the proper position the pupil shoul
assume at the desk.  Some objections were urged by the speakers who
followed against the Spencerian system of penmanship on account of its
alleged impracticability. Mr. Bissett dealt with the subject assirned
him on the programme, viz, : *“Incentives to Study.” He thoughy the
principal power to be employed by the teacher to incite his pupils to
intelluctual effort was his own personal approval or disappro\'arorthcir
conduct. He should cultivate a pleasant and persuasive manner ; have
tact to praisc at the proper time; and know just how to proveke a
healthful emulation among his scholars.  He should be able to discrimi-
nate between those who require help and those who have the ability to
help themselves, if they can be fuduced to develop the disposition. = He
thought the publication of honor rolls & qnestiu...ble practice, and the
resulis following of a doubtfnl tendency. Hele' the question of prizes
open ; if awarded at alf great care must be exc ised in doingit. As
usual the various pleasing and practical points in the essay were review-
cd in discussion upon it.  Mr. Harrington who was prevented by cr-
cumstances from being present in person, sent his I"“ r on * The
Turks,” which was read hy Mr. Cassciman. He alluc e()l)c to the carly
history of that troublesome people, sketched the causes that led to their
present degeneracy, and suggested plans by which the now deplorable
condition or the Turkish Chnistian might be made as secure as that of
the residents of other European countries.  Mr. ‘Talbot spoke of ** The
Teacher’s work out of Schopl.” Attention was called to the necessary

preparation to be made at home of the lessons to be taught in school ; to
the teacher’s presence on the playground and the infinence he should ex
ert over the recreations indu ged in there ; to hie position in society
where he must uphold tho dignity and command the respect due to the |
profession. The treasurer’s financial report was read and adopted. |
Several questions of practical interest, asked through the medinm of the i
%‘uuﬁon drawer, were satisfactorily answered. Messra. 1. R. Ault, and h
. Anderson, of Aultsville, were voted honorary members, on account
of services rendered tho association. Officers for the current year were,
clected as follows * M McNaaghton, President ; Mr. Talbot, Vice-Pres-
ident ; Geo. Bigelow, Sceretary: urer ; Messrs. Cook, Relyea, Cas
sclman, Harrington, and Baker, Management Committee. It was de-
cided to continuo to farnish tho CAxADA Scioor Jornyal to the mem
bers of the association, on the payment of the maembership fee, and the
usaal clab was formed. It was moved, seconded, and carried, that the |
next meeting be held in Cornwall, on the 4th and 5th October next. On H
the evening of Thursday a public lecture, undar the auspices of the ax- i
socintion, was deliv inthe M. C. C, to an appreciative audience,

junior class,

including the teachors, by the Rev. W. Ranoy, of Aultsville, ‘I'he lec-
turer in an linpressive manuor,  ‘erred to the duty of teachers, as an
mnfluential class 1n the community, takmg the aggressivo side in the
temperance work, and laboning to educate those under their charge
truo tomperance principles. Ina very forcible manner he showed that
the question of legal prolubition wasone that must be decided by the
clectors at the polls, and that cach voter was personally responsible for
the use he made of the franchise.  Rev. Mr. Robwson expressed a wish
v circulate the temperance pledge which was accordingly done, and a
large number of signatures was obtaned. The musical part of the audi-
ence enjoyed a rich treat in the singing which enlivencd the procecd-
ings, under the leadership of Mrs. Robinson. A vote of thanks was
terdored the lecturer, for it was felt that lus lecture had added much to
the pleasure and profit dertved from attendance at the association, also
to the president who had so ably discharged the duties of the chair.
The meeting was a most successful one whether viewed from an mtel-
tectual, moral, or socal standpoint.

RexFrew.—The senn-annual meeting of the county of Renfrow
ceachers’ association, was held at Arnprior, May 10th and 11th. The
meeting was opened at ten o'clock a.m., H. L. Slack, Esq., taking the
chair iu the absenco of the President. After the reading of the mnutes,
and transaction of routine business, the meeting adjourned tall 2 p.m.
In the afternoon, Mr. Barron, the vice- resident, took the chair, and
called upon Mr. Dunlop, teacher of S. S. No. 3, Pakenham, to 1cad the
openizg paper on ‘“ How to Teach Spelling.” The paper was a most
thoughtful one, and reflected great credit on the writer. In it he
pointed out many of the absurdities of our mode of spelling English
words, and advocated the adoption of the Phonetic method in prefer.
ence to that now in use. The next subject was introduced by Mr. Slack,
on **School Culture.”  He believed that toomuch dependence was placed
on text-books in our present method of education. More carce should be
taken in the physical traiming of children, as to posture in answenng
questione, studying, walking, sitting, &c. Courtesy and respect to vach
other, and to their teachers, parents, and other u enors, onght to be
more carnestly insisted upon, In the evening, Prof. Dawson, head
master of the Arnprior high school, delivered a%ecture in the town hall
on * Science and Skepticism.” There was a large audience, who hstened
with close attention t mu§hout. Friday—Mr. McDowell, head master
of the Renfrew high school, gave a good practical exercise on the sub-
ject of ** Arithmetic.” He advocated teaching it mentally, and opposed
following blindly the text-books. He discountenanced the giving to
pupils such mathematical puzzles as are frequently found n our exam-
mation papers. Mr. McKay, head master model school, Renfrew, read
a carcfully prepared paper upon :*Syntax.” A hvely crntiusm on this

pee followed, carried on by Messra. Barelay, Slack, Barion, and Me-
Nab, during which many of the niceties of the English language were
discussed pro and con. At the close of this paper, Mr. A. D, Canpbell
distributed among the teachers present, sample copies of the CaNava
SciootL Jorryat, advising them at the same tame to become subscribers
forit. Mr. B. Sawyer, teacher of penmanship and book-keeping normal
school, Ottawa, gave a class lesson in ** Wnting,” showing his method
of presenting the subject to a class of beginners.” He strongly advocated
the Spencerian system. Mr. A. D. Campbell considered this system
unfit for practical purposes, 1t being ton ornamental as geaerally taught,
and that the attempt to teach it in cur public schools by aneans of the

resent copy books 1s the real cause of the prevalence of bad writing.
Mr. Dawson thought this system destroyed mdividuality i hand-wnit-
ing. Mr. Slack xaid these was something wrong cither with the system
or mode of teaching it, as the writing in our school at present s far from
what it onght to be. This paper was followed by a short address by
Prof. Dawson, on the relation between High and Public Schools. He
urfed upon teachers to encourage their pupils to prepare themselves to
take o high school course.  The clection of ofhicers then took place with
the following result : President, Win, Aliord ; Vice.-President, Miss H.
Reynolds ; Sceretary-Treasurer, A. D. Campbell ; Management Cume
mittee, Teachers of Renfrew village schools : Auditors, W. B. C. Bar-
clay, and H. L. Slack. .

PrESCOTT. - A meecting of the teachers of the county of Prescott, was
held at the high school, Hawkesbury, on Faday and Satunday, the lst
and 2nd inst., at which a large .number of the teachers of the county
was present.  Classes from tgc public school were in attendance and
chtiml illustrations of the mothods of teaching were given as follows :
Mr. Summerby, I.P.S., cxphined beforc a sccond class, also before a
third class, how language lessons nught be tanght 1 connectim wath
the reading lessons, ~ By judicious questiomng §1c led tne children to
find out for themselves the uscs of wards n o sentence.  He showed
how grammar might be taught without bunlening the nund with defim-

M tions, rules, &c., and how much time and labor might be saved to teach-

crs and pupils on this important subject. Miss Hydo tasghta third
class a lesson in reading.  She was careful to hase the pupils thoroughly
understand what they were reading. Mr. C. Gray, assistant master,
model school, Vankleek Hill, taught an oral lessonin g phy to a

) Ho awakened the caricsity of the papils with regard to.
the shape of the carth. Mr. Summerby took a junior class and tanght



