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fifteen degrees below that'of the circumambient air ;
and while these are drenched with dew, picces of polish-
od metal, smooth stones, and other imperfect radiators,
are barely moistened, and are nearly as warm as the air
above them.?  ‘Indecd,’ says another popular writer,
every shrub and herb, every leaf and blade of grass,
possesses, according to its kind, a-different power of ra-
diation, so that cach condenses as much dew as is rie-
cessary for its own individual and peculiar exigencies ;
thus, not even a single dewdrop seems (9 have been for-
med by the rude hand of chance ; but it is adjusted by
the baiance of' Infinite wisdom to accomplish a definite
and benevolent end.?

€o much for dew: a word upon the old and popular
rule of gathering it. We are not prepared to say at
what time the application of May-dew as a cosmetie
for improving the romplexion of the fair sex took its
rise. it waus, however, somewhere within the limit of
‘hoary antiquity.’ A writer in the ‘Spectatory 150
years ago, says, ‘there is not a maiden gentlewoman ot
any good family in South Britain, who has not heard of
the virtues of May dew ;> and, if we recollect aright,
Shakspeare, or some of the older poets, has a similar al-
lusion. Alany people-go about to ridi~ule alt such no-
tions as the fruits of ignorance and superstitions delu-
sion.  We are of a different opinion ; and believe that
there are none of our popular ‘fruits,” however sense-
less they may appear externally, but what carry some-
thing useful and instructive under them. Thus, in the
instance before us, to render May-dew effectual to the
beautifying of the female countenance, certain condi-
tions were necessary to be attended to—it had to be ga-
thered by the individual who wished to profit by it: it
had to he gathered, too, in open rural situations, for
there only was it to be found ; and it-had to be gather-
od by the sunrise, for therein consisted its principal vir-
tue. ~ If we put these conditions together, what do they
makeup? Why, the sum total of early rising, pure
air. exercise, and recreation ; things which we can as-
sure our fair readers are better adapted to inxprove both
the health aid the complexion thanall the kalydors and
cold creams which quackery can produce.  And this is
the true moral and meaning which is hidden under the
allegory of May-dew.— Gardener’s Journal.

Tue Naturar Warrarg oF Axivars—This uni-
versal war of species is an estublished law of Nature,
and, however startling it may appear at first sight, is
advantageous on the whole. Violent deaths are as ne-
cessary to the proper regulation of Nature as natural
deaths. The lattet preserve the perpetual bloom of
youth over the face of the earth; the fonner assist in
muintaining the correct balance among the numbers of
ditterent species, and in restraining their exuberance
within the proper limits. In these wars of the animals,
Nuture has provided ihat each creature should meet
its death in tho casiest possible manner. There is a
cortain spot in the spinal marrow where the two as-
cending main nerves that form the great brain cross
ono another, and if this spot be injured, death is the
immediate consequence.  This fact is well known to
huntsmen and butchers.  Tho latter plunges his knife
into the neck of the ox at the exact spot, the animal
imnediately drops, aud ccases to live after a few con-
vulsions. On tho same principle. the huantsman cuts
through the neck of his game. The cirnivorous ani.
mals always seizo their prey by the ueck, and bito
through this part. In thesame manner the hound kills
the hare, and the bird of prey its quarry. The pole-
cat also destroys its prey at a single spring. Dr. Gall
locked up a pole-cat for some time, during which he
fed it on boues till its teeth wero blunted.” While in
this state, it was unable to kill the rabbits placed in its

kennel with the sume despatch as formerxly ; but when
they had aguin grown shuarp, Gall observed that, on
the very first leap it made on the rabbit, it cut the lit-
tle animal’s neck on that very spot with asharp fang,
and instantancous death ensued. e observed tho
same thing ata hawking party. Assoon as the hawk
had reached tho hare, it would immediately cut
through that part of herneek with its bill.  Itisthe or-
ganization of the carnivora—the procession of teeth, of
cluws, of short and narrow intestines ; thatimposesthe
oftice of Nature's executioners upon these animals by
an imperative necessity. 'The sharp teeth of the leo-
pard or panther might attemptin vain to grind plants 5
and even when we compel these animals to swallow
bread and other purely vegetable substances, the gastne
juice of their stomach is unable to dissolve them. On
the contrary, the lamb and the light gazelle would re-
fuse animal food with disgust. Their teeth are not
formed for tearing, and their entire economy 1s adupted
to a vegetable diet. It is thus that we find, in the or-
ganization of the animal, the reasons for all its actions.

Gurra Perena is the sap of the percha (pertshas
tree, which grows in abundauce in Borueo, and other
of the islands of the Pastern Archipelago ; and is ob-
tained in the same mauner as caoutchouc, or Thdia
rubber, by incisions made in the bark, from which the
sap ruus freely, and afterwards hardens. I is rapidiy
and extensively coming into use for articles of domes-
tic and manufactaring utility, as well as in fine arty
and for scieutific purposes.  But the principal use- of
gutta percha to our readers, ut present, will be its use-
fulness as soles for bootsand shaes, for which purpose it
forfus a valnable material, being entirvely impervious to
damp. In durability and cheuapness gutta percha sur-
passes leather soles, while it has this very important
udvantage which that material does not fully possess.
namely, that of preserving the feet entirely free from
damp, and in a great degree from cold also ; no matter
bow wet the weather may be. If the boots be pre-
tected by a gutta percha sole, no moisture can pene-
trate, while through a leathern sole, however thick,
some dampuess will find its way. By the compicte
exclusion of damp, one cause of colds and conghs is
prevented, and the concomitaut expense of a doctor or
medicine sometimes avoided. For wear and tear
through all seasons, gutta percha is capital.  'We hauve
kngwn boots soled with it in cousiant every-dzy wear
during winter aud summer, with c¢very probability of
coutinuing in good condition for u much longer period 3
indeed, tliero appears to be no reason why boots awd
shoes should not heneeforth be made to lust for an un-
limited time, for as the welts are preserved from the
action of moisture by the guita percha, they do not o
readily decay,and as long as the upper leather remams
good, they may be repeatedly repaired with gutta per-
cha on tho soles.

. SCIENCE.

Artirienn Coup.—A very intense degree of cokd
may be produced by misimr together cqual parte of
muriate of ammonia and saltpetre, both finely powder-
ed, in about six parts of water, even iu the hottest duy;
this is the method gencrally preferred to cool wine, and
may be cconmmicallygemployed in many chemical ex-
periments to produco artificiul cold; tho theory of
this process is, that a solid, in assuming a liquid state.
abstracts a lurge portion of the caloric from the fluid in
which it is immensed. .

Ixpustry.—<There is moro ploasure iu eating

an
hour than in yawning & century.” .



