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~ Mg. Eprtor:—I sce, by Mr. Parson’s first let-
fer, the reason he gives for the superiority of
Short Horns, is, by their great nomber over other
breeds. This is a very wild thought. Two-
thirds of them, even wath herd-buwk pedigrees
(which he well knows) have their hides stretched
over them as if tightened with a paiv of pmcers,
and not worthy to be classed with any improved
breed.  Those who are su strongly then adve-;
cates, should be prepared with some better cause
for their preference than their becomning fashivn-
able.

I will here ask Mr. Paisons whether it was his
judgment, as Chairman of Short IHorn Committee,
1n deciding the first premium for the best Short
Horn Cow at Niagara, 1850. If so, I differ very
widely with him there, I should not have noticed
the first premium cow j so either he or myselt
must be incompetent to judge of improved breeds
of cattle ; which of the two, remains to be proved.
There were several far better cows in my esti-
mation. [ will here describe her so that there
will be no “mistake,” for I was very much sur-
prised when the decision was made.  She was a
young cow, very long on the legs, wery coarse
bone, a narrow hollow crop, large paunch, le.wl
chine, very scaunty brisket, medium breadth of
hips, rumps very good in shape, and flat sides,—
these were covered with thick < flabby flesh. > of
very inferior quality, which concealed” a mulu-
plicity of faults 2o the eye. but couid not deceive
the hand. There was noelasticity about it.  Ier
udder was small, but handsomely shaped.  The
calf, which wus in the pen with her, was thin in
flesh and indicated her Juck of milking propertics,
—neck long und thick—head a stagey appear-
ance—colour ved and white. This scems o me
to be as correct a statement as my recollection
serves 10 gnide <« myopinion™ of the animal. 1
wiil call upon other disinterested judges, who
saw her at the time, whether these are facts or
not. If this was a model of a good premimn cow,
I am no judge, and I think 1t is an importam
point for 2 man who writes for an agricultuial
paper ou the «qualities” of improved breeds of
caltle, to first show his judgment and capability.
I did not advance this controversy ; thercfore, 1
am “on the defensive.” This is not the only
time Mr. Parsons has given the prefeience to an
animal with “soft flabby flesh > when he Las
been judge ; and I can name it, if necessary.

This, Mr. Editor, is one of cur most important
errors 5 judges are too apt to give the prefereace |
to fleshy breeding animals, no matter what the |
breed, or quality 5 they always Jook at the ani-;
mals as they are, and will nat allow for adverse |
circamstances. A good judge ought to beabile to

" discriminate a good symancirical aid high quatity | parend large size and cvarseness.

Another point.  Mr. Parsons said to me, at
Rochester, that I must have a better quality of
Herclords to contend against the Short Horns
than those I had there. "I will admit that they
were low in condition—not one of them ever had
a peek of ameal in their lives, to my kuowledgc.
I have a proposition to make to hi, which he
canuot do less than accepr, after making such an
asseition. I will show six of thuse Cows, ard
Heilers, and a Bull, neat July or Angust, in their
own pastures, against a like number of Mr, Par-
son’s, for quality alone, or weight in addition, as
I consider them to be the very best quality that
LEuogland can produce of «ny breed, aud am will-
ing to back my opinion. The judges shall be
Canadians. Y will name IHca. Adas Fergossen
for mine ; although a Shoit Horn Breeder, he is
a straightforward, honest man—a good and un-
prejudiced judge—which is all 1 ask. Mr P.
may select his.” Those two, naming the third,
the losers 1o pay the expenses of the judges,
while on duty, in examining each lut. When
this is decided, I will meet him on the weight of
butter made by said six animals. He may serd
a Canadian 1o test mine ; I will send an English-
man to test his. The time of trial may be made
by him. Any intelligent person, in whem Mr.
P, has confidence, can fill this office, who is not
“ashamed to work? while the trial is being
made; set and skim the milk himself; see the
butter made up, and, in fact, look closely that
there is no deception. 1 can send one to him in
whom I have confidence. This can be done at
litile expense, which will suit my circumstances
best. It is an Important tial, and eone Mr. Par-
sons proposes ; therefore, let us ty it. When
these are ended, another trial may come forth.
A pair of two-year-old Steers may be shown for
carly maturity 5 a yoke of oxen to test the plough
in deep ploughing; a fat qx or cow 1o 1y the
weight and quality of meat—(I sold a Hereford
cow at Boston, in 1846, for one hundred and fifty
dollars, that weighed 2,313 1bs. alive, on the
scales, and never had any meal until Dee’r 1st,
and was sold the latter end of Mareh following.)
The quaniiiy of fuod consumed can be acted upon.

T will here leave Mr. P. to meditate on these
proposals, and show you «my opinton™ of S. H.
and Herefords 5 but, before 1 proceed 10 this, 1
will ask M. P why he fed «thousands of De-
vons aud rundreds of erefords,”? if Short Horns
were so profitable as he is trying o make them
appear? My opinion of 8. M. 1s this: they are
fashionable animals, supported by men of money,
nursed, greomed, pam dered and fed; without re-
aard to expense or profit. They are large to ap-
pearance, and with a sleek meal coat on, fine
looking to the eye, but. like 2il other «lugh fed”
and fashionable things, very deceiving.

I shall now aflade to tince important puints
oljectionable w Shot Hoins, Fist. Their ap-
Laige, is a

animal in low, or medium condition, fiom a com=-  term often given to an animal stunding cu high

vton animal loaded with nferior flesh. If he
cannot do this, he never ought to be put on auy |
Committee. But enongh of this~1 suppase 1
snall make some enemics; but, if fucls wul do ity
1 must encounter them. !

less, widh aorery exlended paunch, without cor-
tesponding width, or depthoof fiane. Seeondly.
Tue tist class S. 1 are froguently covered with
a thin shin—a tiwe indicatzon of delicacy and
lack of constitution. Thivdly. They gencrally



