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- narsh, where at this present time some 9,000
bunders (about 4,500 acres) are already reclaim-

. ed a8 grass iand, mechunieal mowing is a matter
ofthe very highest moment, on account of the

© deficiency of hands not unfrequently felt in times
of pressure,

The favourable arrangements of the direction
were in chief part due to the ready concurrence
of Baron Verschner, who kindly placed bis
grounds at the disposal of the committee.

The influx of grassmowing machines was nu-
werous. Messrs. Keyser and Swertz, as the agents
of Burgess and Key, had sent in three: a jont
mowing and reaping machine of Burgess and
Key. with two horses; one ditto for one horse;;
wd on exclusive grass-mowing machine of the
uid manufacturers, the same instrument which
ditained the first prize last year at Loosduinen.
Cranston, of Liondon, had sent one two-horse and
ae one-hurse prass mowing-machine—Wood’s
gstem. G Stout, of Tiel, the machine of Man-
uing, which was wied at Lousduinen last yean,
ad carried off the second prize; and one mach-
icuier Wood's system: they were uot, how-
eser, made by the exhibitor.” The “Domai.e
Privg Royal,” of Bery, had also prepared a ma-
dine for competition.  The model, which last
- jear did not work well, wag much improved,

farticulaily in imitation of the one then exhibit-
g by Burgess and Key, and which gained the
pize. Messrs. Gevers, Deynoot, and W. I
Cesbmjsen had sent in their machines without
ampetition. Announcements had been made
ifthe arrival of machines from Mr. O. R. Van
indinga de Kempenuer, and from Messys. J.
Péguat and Co., but they did not make their
sppearance.

On Friday the trial took place before the com.
uiltee of jud rment and various members of the
ftiety appointed for that duty by the chief dir-
&hion, or admitted for that purpose. On Satur-
dyafternoon the trial was resumed before the
cenbers and the gencral public, on payment of
walmission fee of 2 guilders. The whole of
temachines did not then work, and but few of
tem for any length of time or regularly 5 so
“honly such persons as were present ou the
n'rstof those days were enabled o form a com-
eand settled judgment touching the differ-
Al merits of machines on trial. = We would,
derefore, rather wait the report of the commit.
= 0f judsment than publish a probably ill-

Auded opinion of our own. This committee

# composed, for the mowing machines, of

fesiowrs Heoufft van Velsen, Staring, Borges-

& van Waneningen, Kakebeeke, and Cota.

The decision as to the prizes was to this effect:

Fins prize of 250 guilders to the joint gvass-

ving and reaping machine of Burgess and

& o0 Allen’s system, for two horses, exhibited

1 dessrs. Reyser and Swertz.

Scond prize of 200 guilders to the grass-

vmng machine on Wood's svstem, for the two

3. As two of these machines were exhibit-

ed both of which worked equally well, this prize
wag divided between Messis. G. Stout, of Tiel,
and W. M. Branston, of London.

Third prize of 50 guilders to the joint grass-
mowing and reaping machine of Hurgess and
Key, for one horse, exhibited hy Messrs. Keyzer
and Swertz.

Messts. Burgess aad Key, therefore take pre-
cedence, preciscly as they did last year.

Agricnltural Show at -

The Royal Jrish
¢ Belrast.

We had intended giving a report of the Exhi-
bition, condensed from our excelleut contem-
porary, the Irish Farmer's Gazelte. That
paper; however, unfortunately got mislaid, and
we subjoin some account of the Belfast Show
from the London Farmer's Gazeite. The im-
provement which agriculture is making in Ireland
is truly encouraging, and itis pleasig to sce so
many unmistakeable signs that that formerly
oppressed sud unhappy portion of the United
Kingdom is rapidly taking a foremost position,
both in agriculture and the industrial arts gener-
ally.

The energy and intellizence of the northem
provinee of Ireland had been called into requisi-
tion at this year's meeting of the Royal Agri-
cultural Society of Ireland. It is needless to in-
stitute comparisor:s which affect provincialism,
and which would oniy lead to no useful result.
We have followed Royal showsin their itinerant
progress through the various provinces of Ire-
land. We have watched their infiuence, and
more espeeially the enthusiasm and public spirit
which they have excited. We have seen more
excitement among the warm Southerners, and
more of the glorious rapture of the warm Celt
in the West; but on no oceasion have we seen
that the show was made a more uscful meabs of
instruction than at this Royal meeting. We can-
not speak with precision though safe i saying
we have seen alarger attendance than at Belfast,
but at no previous show have we witnessed the
prevalence of so large a number of men earriest.
ly bent upon gaining information. And this, af-
ter all, might have been expected by those who
are conversaut with the circumstances of Iiish
agriculture. In the North there i3 a race of ju-
dustrious tenant farmers, whose prosperity has
grown with the growth of industrial spirit and
mdustrial enterprise in that province, -

For our own part we cannot say the succéss of
the show has at all excceded our expectations.
On the whole, perhaps, our hopes have not been
realized. The meeting has, however. been sue-
cessful and useful; and were the Royal lrish

Agricultaral Society to enter a little moreinto



