House of Assembly .
Proceedings

‘WEDNESDAY, April 29.

The House opened at 3 p.m.

MR. K. BROWN presented a peti-
tion from the residents of Wwild Cove
on the subject of telephome connec-
tion. The petition was supported by
his colleagues.

MR. HICKMAN presented a petition
on the subject of opening St. John's
East Division. Messrs. Halfyard,
Scammell, Brown, Ashbourne, Duff
and Cashin supported the prayer of
the petition.

MR, CAHILL presented a petition
from the people of Harbor Main on
the subject of‘a road. Hon. Mr. Wood-
ford supported the petition.

The Council’'s amendment
0Old Age Pensions Bill was

to the
ordered

sent back to the Council with the in- |
timation that the amendments cannot |

be entertained.

QUESTIONS.

THE FINANCE MINISTER laid on |
cor-

the table of the House all

réspondence in reference to the four |

million dollar loan raised in England.

The Finance Minister said that when ‘
over |

Mr. Hickman had time to look

this correspondence he would demand |

that the leader table any information
which he claimed to have in reference
to the matter.

THE LEADER OF THE
TION replied that he had not made
any charges of wrong doing against
: but he believed there was a

anybody,
Mr. Hickman

nigger in the woodpile.
claimed that 60 per cent. of the loan

was still on the hands of the under- |

writers owing to the fact that it was
not advertized in sterling instead of
dollars and cents. He quoted extracts
from the London Times of Feb. 11 and
17th on this matter to show where he
2ot the idea from. Mr. Hickman read |
a considerable pm'h’ﬁn of the corre-

spondence tabled and claimed that the |
Prime Minister must have been mis- |

ied when he replied to his questions.
He thought that he should have had |
the correspondence. sooner

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE—
Mr. Speaker. In reply to the honor-
able T.eader of the Opposition I would
like to first out in connection
with this loan that one of the de-
mands of the Opposition was that |
these loans should be advertised and
tonders called for. T am not prepared |
to say whether this was the best
thing to do or whether it would \have
Jeen better to have accepted the loan |
Jrivately. Perhaps in honesty to one’s
z01f the best thing would have been
to have called tenders a5 we did. In
reference to the correspondence laid
on the Table of the House there
would have been no object in keeping

point

this correspondence from the Primei

Mimister, none whatever, and I don’t
think that the Honourable the Prime
Minister would imagine that I had
any intention -of hiding it from him;
hut when he asked me if there was any
correspondence, I took it for granted
that he was all the time talking about
correspondence taking place since
tenders were being called for, and I
sald there was not. Since the 20th
of Angust T have been sending cables
to the High Commissioner and to
(C'olonel Sullivan. trying to boost that
loan, and that was all that was pos-
sible for the Minister of Finance to

do, and then, I think in February, I |

took the advice of the High Commis-
sioner, which will be found in the
correspondence, I believed I was doing
it in the best interests of the country
and to safeguard the country’s rights.
The Prime Minister knows that this
loan was placed in the hands of agents
who were to take care to advertise
the loan in Canada, United States and
England, It is quite true that the loan
was not called for in sterling, but the
Finance Minister and the Prime Min-
ister were not going to gamble with
>xchange on behalf of the people of
and though called for in
Newfoundland currency it was ac-
epted in sterling when the tenders
were opened at the Bank of Montreal
n the presence of the Prime Minister,
Mr. Gardoer, Mr. Bruce and myself.
F'he Leader the

he country;

of

we were
with the

hese tenders were opened,
in connection

ourchase of rails in England.
herefore figured out as to whether we
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| should accept the sterling tender, of |

| which there was only one from the |

|

Dominion Securities, Ltd.; and in the

|
{ Britain, we decided to accept that |
tender, and buy the rails in England,
as we would get 33 per cent for five |
| years from the British Government |
lif we bought the rails and raised the
{loan in England. We did so feeling
| confident that what we were doing
| was in the best interests of the Col-
. Why did I send cables since Aug-
'ust 20th—why was I sending cables to |
the High Commissioner? Because 1 |
| was trying to find out the financial
lcondmons, and the best time to issue
| the loan on behalf of the Colony. Why |
{did I wait until Feb. 10th or 12th to
borrow that money? For only one
reason—to save the ‘interest on be-
| half of the Colony. And it is insinuat-

[ ed here that I was paying the interest |

from July 1st, 1924, Ne
could possibly happen.

MR. HICKMAN—Pardon me. I
| would like to explain that T got the
Iinformation from the Prime Minister,
and the correspondence that he gave
me, amongst which there was a copy
of an advertisement that appeared in
the papers, and in that advertisement
it said that the interest was to have
been paid from July 1st, 1924,

HON. MINISTER OF FINANCE—
That statement shows that the hon-
ourable gentleman does not know any-
thing about finance at all.
ourable member should certainly know
‘ithat the Loan Act called for that loan |
to be raised from . the 1st July, and
that the first coupon on the bond
would be due on December 31st, 1924,
but the Govt. does not 1issue that
coupon. It takes if off before the bond
is sold. We ought to be put into a
Lunatic Asylum if we started to pay
interest on money that we never had.
The second coupon on the bond will
be due July 1st next, but I have ar-
ranged that bonds not already sub-
scribed for shall only have interest
paid on them as from January 1st;
and the Bank of Montreal has'the
money now to pay interest for only a
month and twenty days. I have had
only one object in carrying out that
| correspondence,
| and that was to try and boost the loan,
' could for

such thing

| and try to get the best I
| Newfoundland.

Another insinuation has been broad-
casted by a crowd of hypocrites. It
has been whispered about the lobbies
of this House and outside that I had

| er’s Office in London offering a tender
for the loan at 99. and that.I declined
it. Not only that, but the Prime Min-
ister and the Colonial Secretary have
been told the sameé story. Some gen-
tleman told them that the report was
about town, It is not true. Why should
I care what rumor says about me?
There is only one thing that stands
before me. It is my conscience and‘the
knowledge that I .am doing my best.

vion if lying .tongues eould have done
it; but I am here to-day, and the ly-
ing tongues are gone. I have done the
best for my country when I have had
charge of her financial affairs, and I
defy the honourable Leader of the Ops,
position or any member of this House
to prove otherwise, I did not care whe-
ther he was a rich man or a poor man,
even if he was Sir Edgar Bowring,
when he owed a dollar to the Custom’
House I collected it.:And Why did J-
do it? For only one reason. I-had taken
an oath to His Excellency the Gover-
nor to be loyal to the country, and to
fill my office in the best interests of
this Colony, and I have done so, and T
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be like my honourable friend Mr.
Warren—and._use. the-privilege of the
House to defend -myself from Ilying
tongues. They have been lying about
me-.for a long time, and they have kept
on lying, but they have not been able
to keep this chap down. He is still up
—and on top—and will be when' my
traducers are dead. As far as the loan
is concerned, I say it was raised hon-
estly, absolutely honestly, and every
dollar that is coming from that loan
is going to“the country; and Crosbie
will not ask the Colony for five thous-
and dollars to sign those bonds as
other Finance Ministers have done but
he will sign them because he thinks
it is part of his duty to do so, without
being paid a penny extra. Now I have
replied to the honourable member and
the lying tongues on the street, and
to the man who hides behind the doors
and round the corner, saying he did
this, and he did that, and he robbed
the other thing. The only thing I can

{ these things himself and
| that other people must do them too, I
| have taken the ‘trouble to send a cable

interests of the Colony and of Great‘

The hon- |

.that I have tabled, |

a message from the High Commission- -

Long ago I would have Sunk into obli-*| he claimed, was written to deceive.
to | residents and were broken up as a re-

defy contradiction from any man in
this House or outside. I will have to

say to that sort of man is that he does
he thinks

to the High Commissioner in London
| to ask him if he ever sent a telegram
| to me, or to anyone else here saying
| that-anyone over in London had ever
offered through him to take up the
[ Newfoundland loan at 99, and here is
| his reply for my friends here, and for
the liars that have been talking around
| this town, and in the lobbies of this
{ House. T ask my friend the Colonial
| Secretary now, sir to produce the ori-
| ginal of this reply to the House. Here
|.is the answer, and if you want further
| proof, the Hon. Colonial Secretary can
show you the original. He sent me
fthis copy this morning, and I will
| read it to the House:—

LONDON, April 28, 1925.

“Your telegram 27th April

Statement cable was sent by me

offering ninety-nine for loan ‘is

incorrect. No tender for loan
made through this office.”

(Sgd.) HIGH COMMISSIONER.

What further answer do you want
| than that. Yes, I corresponded with
U\Ir Sullivan. I sent him messages

{and I sent them to Mr. Jennings. J
| sent them, if vou like, to the High
| Commissioner's Office, but as I have
| already stated. I did it only in the
| interests of the country, and of the
| department of Finance. which I re-
lpresented. I shall have an opportun-
i ity before this House closes, parhaps,
| to throw light on a situation that New-
{ foundland does not understand. I will
QSOOD throw the searchlight on these
things, and some who think they can
hide away in' the shade, will find the
light shining very brightly on them, to
their discomfort. I admit that I am
only human, and I have made my mis-
takes. I know I have made them—
I make them every day; but it is only
[ by mistakes that we can learn. Is
there a man who is sc perfect that he
cannot make mistakes. if so, he has no
business here, he should be gone be-
| yond. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I
{ have had to take the stand I have tak-
gen this afternoon, but I want to say
to my friends who believe in me, and
| would not hesitate to stake their exis-
‘tence on me to-day, that lying s:ate-
mens made by my enemies ara just

like water on a duck’s back—drops
l off.

MR. HICKMAN replying, said he did
,not mean any insinuation againsl Sir
John, and all rumours should not be
attributed to him (Mr. Hickman).

l ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The House Went into Committee of
the Whole on Supply and Mr. Hickman
| made some further reference to the
loan 'and the period when the interest
|is due. Sir John informed hiw that
[ no interest is due until June, and fur-
ther that $6,600 had been saved on
exchange.
i MR. HICKMAN stated that it was a
great pleasure to the Opposition and
the country generally to learn that the
loan was selling at a great deal over
par.
| MR. CASHIN, replying to Mr.
Lake’s address, claimed that Mr. Lake
was not more independent than him-
self and referred to his appointment
as director of the Power and Paper
Co.
Lake was as much entitled to the pos-
ition as-anyone else. The job, ho said,
was offered to Mr. Lake last year, and
if he was not given it, he would cross
the floor like himself. Mr.
resented being called a traitor, ciaim-
ing his podition was analogous to that
of General Ironsides,- who, as an
officer was a spy in the German Army
for the British Government. He claim-
led that the Prime Minister’s reply to
him last night was weak. Tje speak-
er read the article signed “Observer,”
which appeared in the Morning News,
and also quoted the editorial which,

Mr. Cashin denied he‘ever tried
induce any member to'leave the party,
and asked Mr. Moore to bear him out.

MR. MOORE—Mr. Chairman, I am
glad that the Hon. member has brought
this matter to a head this 2vening.
There has been a lot of whisperings
and a lot of surmises, both inside and
outside of this House, with regard to
my relation to this party. As far as
the Hon. member himself is concerned
he never asked me to leave the Party.
I did not know what the Leader of the
Government wasg, referring to last
night when he said Mr, Cashin was
using his influence to take members
from the Party. I knew that for the
last three of four . weeks Mr.

| clothing ‘was too high.

He, however, pointed out that Mr.,

Cashin |

but he’ zlwnn told me to use my m‘
opln!on I will say that for him. Wltk
regard to my Support of the Mcnroe
Party, I went.to the country as.a.sup-
porter of the Monroe Party and I was
returned as a supporter of the Monroe
Party. But there seems to 'be dcuhbt
among some members of the -Party
and amongst some people outside this
House with regard to my loyalty to
my leader. If my connection with Sir
Michael Cashin, which has lasted for
fifty years and over, were going to in-
terfere with my allegiance to my party
I would give up the Party a thousand
times rather than lose the friendship
of a man.who has stood by me for
more than fifty years. Mr. Mouroe,
the Leader of the Government, has
many men in this party who are loyal
to him but he has none who are more
loyal to him than I am.

MR. CASHIN thanked his collea-
gue for exonerating him from that
charge and asked the Prime Minister
to withdraw, the charge.

THE PRIME MINISTER said that
he had made no such charge, bai had
remarked that he had suspicions that
Mr. Cashin had tried .to induce other
members to leave the Party. He ac-
cepted the member’s denial and with-
drew the remark.

MR. CASHIN thanked the Prime
Minister and then continued his
criticism of the Daily News articles.
Before concluding, he asked if the
previous or present Government had
endeavored, so that they may try
and repay us for any little assistance
we may have given, to induce the
Home Government to pay over to us
some of the reparations, which were
going to Canada and elsewhere.

" MR. GRIMES thought the
taken by Mr. Cashin was very com-
mendable, Not so that by Mr. Moore
who he expected to follow suit It
was a‘disappointment to hear him
pledge his loyalty to Mr. Monroe. Mr,

| Grimes continued the debate on the

tariff and pointed out that the duty on
Over $800,000
worth of ready mades was coming in-
to the country and he claimed that the
wealthy people were not affected by
the high price of clothing. Sir John
took occasion to point out that ready
mades compare favorably in price
here with elsewhere and he exhibited
his own suit which was made. locally
and cost $35.00. Mr. Grimes contin-
ued to deal with the question before
the chair from the standpoint of the
working man until 6.30, when recess
was taken.

NIGHT SESSION.

At 8 p.m. the Chairman resumed
and Mr. Brown took occasion to con-
gratulate Mr. Cashin on the mnoble
stand he took in leaving the party
on the tariff matter. Mr. Brown
agreed with Mr. Cashin that the
fishermen and laboring classes par-
ticularly were not getting a square
deal He held that the name of Cashin
is not much yet, and though he differ-
ed with him on the floors of the As-
sembly, it was only in a friendly man-
ner. Mr. Cashin is the son of a man
who was at one time Prime Minister
and he claimed his name has gone
down in history ag being that of a man
who has done his. part. He was .glad
to-see that his son, was.following out
the example .set. The name of Sir
William Coaker had, been  introduced
in the House in criticism of . the
wrongs he did, but nothing was heard
of the good he did. All the blame of
the Fish Regulations was laid on him
by the merchants and he had been
looked down on although he was the

first man to uplift the laboring man |

and the fisherman. The speaker ask-
ed what man there was
Street with more brains than Sir Wm.
Coaker.
the fishermen many years ago, they
were told that there was black fever
or Smallpox or something wrong with

| the markets so that they only got a |

couple of dollarg for their fish. But

there was no such fevers since Coak- |

er came along. Mr. Browne told of

| his great great grandfather who was
a member of the House of Assembly, |
was a merchant with sailing vessels |
and sealing vessels, and when he died !

he left £60,000 dry money wiich he
sweated out of the laboring class and

the fishermen.
pion of labor, Mr. Brown averred he

was prepared to fight to the limit in:

their interests. He claimed that the
day was coming. when the working
man was coming intq, his own. Refer-
ring to the fishery he asked what
was being done about the halibut. On
the West Coast the fishermen can’t

get two cents per 1b. for'it, yet it is ¥

sold at Grand Falls for 30 cents per
1b. Speakng of conditions "at the
Humber, the speaker referred to _a
fracas there recently in which it is

Cashin had grievances with the party,

reported that some French-Canadians
whilst tipsy interferred ' with some

~DODD'S
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stand

5

sult. H’e ldM amm that- he heard
that one of our local constables had
also been broken up. Mr. Brown re-
called how in 1921 he led the strike
of laborers at Grand Falls, and con-
cluding said he failed to see where
the square deal to all promises were
being kept.

MR. ASHBOURNE thought
Mr. Cashin had asserted his in-
dependence, and deserved to be con-

that |

gratulated. Speaking on the tariff he

there was a decrease. All had hopes

that we -make a big effort to capitalize
our climate, and further not to spend
money on roads which might compete
with the railway. On the
matter the speaker held decided
views, and questioned why all should
be on a near equal basis. He

ed on matters relating to his district
deal. On the matter of income tax, he

hoped that those who had not paid up
should be made to do so. In conclusion
he urged that the Government use
the pruning axe,.

MR. CASHIN moved an amend-
ment to the tariff to the effect that th
duty be reduced from 65 per cent. to
52 per cent. Mr. Cashin claimed he
waz not the only rebel in the rank:
and to illustrate he told that last year
Sir Patrick McGrath, the Prime Min-
ister, the Colonial Secretary and the
Minister of Justice were away in
Canada, Mr. Morine and Sir
John Crosbie collided, and Sir John
| said that he had fired Mr. Morine out
of the Executive. Referring to the
News copy as gutter snipe journalism,
he in very strong language con-
demned the writer who had charac-
terized him as a rebel.

MR. HALFYARD
amendment moved by Mr. Cashin,
and took occasion to congratulate
him on his stand in leaving the party
in view of the fact that he had three

supported the

ernment, He did not know if Mr.
Cashin had personal motives, but he
was surprised that he was not made
a member of the Executive. Speaking
on loyalty to a leader, Mr. Halfyard
referred to a certain event which
eventually put him on the Opposition
side of the House. At that time it was
a Question of principle, and he and
his colleagues stood on principle. Mr.
Halfyard claimed that business peo-
ple were taking -advantage of the
tariff and are marking up their goods.
The consumers had not only to pay
the increased tariff, but also a profit
on the increase. ! Mr. Halfyard dis-
cussed the question before the chair
from every possible angle.

MR. DUFF thought that the im-
portations in consequence of the tariff
would show a falling off. He referred
then to several of his constituents,

a dastardly_manner by the Govern-
ment. Also he called attention to the
condition of the cable office on Raw-

plenty soap and water.

The Committee rose at 11.45 and re-
ported progress. The remaining or-
ders of the day were deferred, and ad-
journment was taken until 3 p.m. to-
day.
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would like any member to show where |

that there would be a reduction, In |
reference to the tourist traffic he urged |

pensions |

com-
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which he claimed was not a square |

said that as he had paid his tax, hei

more years in prospect with the Gov-

whom he claimed had been treated in |

lin’s Cross which, he thought, needed
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