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men of the past, the greater part of 
which are Action. Our own poet has11 
conceived the Idea of dramatizing an 
event -In the life of a great man of 
to-day, and differs from the authors 
mentioned above In that his play 
contains a modicum of fiction and a 
large amount of fact. We leave It to 
our readers to pass judgment on the 
merits or- demerits of his work.

•
ACT L—SCENE L

The office of the Prime Minister, 
who at the -moment that the play 
opens Is Its sole occupant.
PRIME MINISTER—
Ambition, proud ambition, ’tis a thing 
Whose praises poets through the ages 

sing.
And yet, I wish I had had less of thee 
When born, for now far happier I’d 

be.
But you have urged me on to rash 

endeavour
And I am tied by bonds I can not 

sever.
Ah, woe Is me, a hapless child of 

fate
Spurred on by love of office till too 

late
I found that there were better things 

in life
Than ceaseless- bickering and con­

stant strife.
But three short years agone had I 

but known
My future fate, I would not then have 

shown
An eagerness to-lead a Government, 
An eagerness I now, alas, repent.
But I could not stay Ambition's spur 
The penalties of office now Incur. 
There Is not even the consoling 

thought
That with the price I paid, success I 

bought
For failure, sordid failure has been 

mine
But pride remains and I will net 

resign.
But why should I recriminate myself? 
For not alone did love for power and 

pelf
Bring m< unto this most unhappy 

pass.
. Twas Willie Coaker caused my fall,
I alas.
' His regulations and his railway 

scheme
And other things have ruined my 

life-long dream.
But hark, I hear a footstep. Who is 

there?
Oh yes, of course, my Council’s com­

ing here.
(Enter a Secretary.) 

SECRETARY—
Sir Richard, are you ready tor the 

meeting?
The Council waits, and time, you 

know, is fleeting.
PRIME MINISTER—
Tell them to enter, I am ready now. 

(Exit Secretary.)
And still my lonely furrow must I 

plough.
(Enter Executive Council).

ALL—
Good morning, sir, we wait upon your, 

pleasure.
PRIME MINISTER (Aside).
And you shall have It too. and In good 

measure. -»
(To the Council)

Good morning, gentlemen. Shall we 
to work?

This railway problem’s one we must 
not shirk.

(Takes up letters and passes them to 
members).

Peruse this correspondence and when 
done

I then shall seek suggestions from 
each one.

(For several minutes the Ministers 
apply themselves to the documents 
and when finished stare silently and 
with puzzled faces at the Prime Min­
ister).
HON. 1DB. FOOTE—
Can what this final letter states be 

true?
If Reids’ dont pay their men what 

shall we do?
PRÇEE MINISTER—
That no employees on the line to-day 
Will- from the Reids receive their 

monthly pay
I grieve to tell you is the very truth. 
Our task Is not an easy one, forsooth. 
And now, can any offer me advice 
Whereby we may avoid the sacrifice 
Of labor, time and money, which we 

lack?
Must we submit to those who now 

attack?
MINISTER OF POSTS—
There must be some way out, I’m 

sure there must
But for the moment I am quite non­

plussed.
If Mr. Coaker were but here, I know 
He soon would give the Reids their 

quid pro quo.
PRIME MINISTER—
Oh yes, it Is a habit he possesses.
His clever schemes have lost me my 

successes.-
MINISTER OF JUSTICE— 1
The sole solution seems to me to 

hand
To Reids the money which they now 

demand.
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You Will be Very tlence becomes apparent. All look
at him expectantly).
FRIME MINISTER—
Well, gentlemen, It eeems that none 

of you
Can tell me what the Government 

should do
So I shall tell you what I have In 

mind. «
We’ll use my plan, as better you can’t 

find.
Tie this. We will not act as Reids’ 

desire
But rather, If conditions do transpire
As we expect, . . . we’ll take 

the full control
Of railway, steamers and their stocks 

of coal
And operate them all with less ex­

pense
Than those whose watchword was 

{^competence.
ALL (Eagerly)—
The very thing. We knew you'd find 

a way.
Let Reids’ do what they will, we shall 

not pay.
(Exit all but the Prime Minister who 

remains, lost in thought).
PRIME MINISTER- '
And so the Reids are In my hands at 

last.
Here is my chance to wipe out all the

pa»t.
BNi> OF ACT I.—SGENE I.

out.
That ’tis not easy, none of you will 

doubt. p
To-morrow, I shall call a Council 

meeting
To find some means to help us In 

defeating
The Reids, and now I shall no longer 

need you.
All will be well as I have guaranteed 

you.
(Exit all the members).

And so my hopes seem dashed to 
ground again

And all my policies seem to be in vain
But there is still a hope. I’ll not sub­

mit
And all my enemies, I’ll yet outwit.
The Third Act In this Drama of Real 

Political Life is In course of being 
written.—(Author).

* agree
To give them'all the million and a 

- half. V"
I think that in the Act a paragraph 
States that the losses only must be 

paid.
As these accumulate, they’ll be de-.Pleased with These

frayed.
But It is said that Reids' do now dis­

pute
This meaning and wlU shortly insti­

tute
Proceedings to obtain the full amount
And losses, when the year ends, 

they’ll discount
The Premier will, I hear, this after­

noon
Explain in full this most inopportune
Occurrence. Let us go and hear him 

speak. '
OTHERS—
Yes . . . there we'll go and in­

formation seek.
(Exit all).

END OF ACT I —SCENE II.

ACT IL—SCENE L 
A PUBLIC STREET.
(Enter three-citizens)

1st CITIZEN—
Well met and now we know how 

things do stand.
This Is, I fear, a most distressful 

land.
2nd CITIZEN—
Indeed, ’tie so. To-day no trains are 

moving.
Your statements yestere’en too true 

are proving.
3rd CITIZEN—
The Government must-pay the . work­

ers’ wakes,
Or else the line will be closed down 

for ages.
Barely the times were bad enough

The trarfe, can not afford to suffer 
more.
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ACT L—SCENE H.
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