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Report of the 
Auditor General

on the Misuse of Public
Money at Victoria Village.

SB*
[Mr. Goodison, Member for Carbonear, Usurps 

Function of Minister of Public Works and of the 
Victoria Village Road Board.

Mcliolas Powell (Sworn).—I am a 
merchant and live in Victoria. I hold 
ll0 position on the V’ictoria Road 
Board. Yes, I hate acted as a sort 
of intermediary between Mr. Goodi­
son and tlie Chairman of the Victoria 
Road Board in paying persons Road 
money. Mr. Goodison would send me 
rotes! which notes I would pay in 
either cash or goods and would ob 
lain repayment from Mr. Clarke. The 
same plan was sometimes used by Mr, 
Clarke. I have accepted Road money 
in payment of accounts due me. I 
U;,e put men to "work on the roads. 
Sohietimes I was asked by the Chair­
man to tell such a man to go to work; 
other times Mr. Goodison would phone 
or send me a note to put men to work 
on the roads, if Mr. Goodison sent 
me a note to pay a man who was go­
ing to work, I would, pay him. But I 
never in these.-cases assumed respon­
sibility : for his doing so. I had no 
occasion to bill Mr. Clarke for, these 
payments, as, when the Government 
money came along, he generally en­
quired as to the amount of indebted­
ness incurred by these advances" on 
Government account, and I would give 
tint the names and amounts. This 
list included the persons whom Mr. 
Geodisoh told me were to go to work 
on the roads; With regard to these 
last individuals I would ask them if 
they had worked.. I paid a man, called 
George Peckham $10.00; Mr. Goodi­
son phoned me to do so, Mr. Clarke 
paid me this $10.00. I did-not send 
George Peckham to work, nor did I 
ask him if he had done the work. I 
simply paid him and he signed a re­
ceipt which reads like this: “Receiv­
ed from Nicholas Powell the sum of 
$10.00 for which' I agree to repair my 
road." That was the sense of the re­
ceipt if: ndt the exact 'words. The 
expression “my road” in the receipt 
meant Repairs to a roadleading from 
the main road to Peckham’s house. 
The receipt was a guarantee that he 
would do tine work. :I- don’t remem­
ber the exact'date ,of this. I think it 
was sometime in the Spring of 1913. 
The case of Peckham is a typical one. 
The other payments were made’ in 
ranch the same way. The practice of 
adi'anem;; •morteiy. on account of the 
roads, for work done had prevailed for 
several years as between myself and 
theCliB»jiaii<t>f'tire Road Board; but 
with regard to the member for the 

-District,!Itr has only extended over a 
period covering tile last three or four 
years, i haye never personally or 
jointly, witlM Mr. Goodison, had com­
plete" charge of the roads in Victoria 

. Village in the absence of Mr. Clarke.
? 1 have never authorized on my own 
; responsibility, the expenditure of road 

money during tjjie . years 1913 and 
1$H. I have told two or three înen to 
go to work and that I would see the 
Chairman and get him to endorse my 
recommendation and in these cases I 
did so. We were without a Chairman 
for three or four months after the 
death of Mr. Burke. During this time 
dthe road wanted repairing, the men 
applied to Mr. Goodison. He would 
red or phone me to advance them 

• Honey to pay for work which, it was 
. laderstood between these men and 
i Sr. Goodison, they would perform.
, This has reference to some of the 
I Honey that was expended on the 
[ sheets under investigation. With re- 
! Sard to the Well at the Neck, some 
; of the people on the Neck have to go
I 1 or l»j miles for water. At the time
II promised to do my best to get them 
I1 well. 1 spoke to Mr. Goodison 
[about the well.» He said go ahead 
rtitli it; he would get the money for 
$ ok i called a meeting of the Vic- 
I hrii people interested in this well for 
; !l purpose of selecting a • site. A 
, We was decided upon and I think the 
! i*n foremen were appointed by the

hedting. 1- |nit the work in charge 
, 1 these foremen. I think their names 
I r,re Samuel W'areham and Benjamin 
piL-r. I did not want to have any- 
[ uHng to do with the Road Board and 

Jp°h receipt of the $150.00 allocation 
I from the Board of Works, I passed it 
i over to Mr. Edward Clarke in accord- 
|hue with instructions from that De- 
Fhutment. The well was dug before 
I « money came from the Public 
6 hurts Department and I told anyone
[ *ho wanted their money to come up
; ac,i I would pay them. The money 
; paid in cash and goods; most of 
; “'P goods. When Mr. Clarke got the 

lie paid me. The $10.00 paid 
“•Wgê Peckham was a balance left 
pi from the well. There being no 

Jimis gt the time to pay Peckham and

Y '
Inden, MW a., Casey St.
|ing, Her|»t, Freshwater Rd.

J. B. WOODS, ML6.

A New 
Straw 

Hat 
for

25 Cts.
WITH.

DY-O-LA
Straw Hat Color

PY;0-LA STRAW HAT COLOR is 
ldeaI Straw Hat Color in every 

a7 Not too glossy and stilt fast and 
Water-proof. § Makes old hats look 
Mi like New; not like old Hats painted 

S Also works well on Satin 
^Ppers and Basket Work.

A BOTTLE WITH BRUSH
your Druggist or Dealer. * ;
« by The Jolmson-Riehardson Co., 

Limited, Montreal, Cali.

Ask

as life grant was special money, I 
thought it was just as well for Mr. 
Clarke to charge it to that grant.

Exhibit ‘A’ pass to Mr. Powell.
The heading of this Exhibit which 

is the return on which George Peck 
ham’s payment was charged, reads as 
follows: “Expended by Ed. J. Clarke 
on account of Special Works in the 
District of Carbonear for Special 
Works for construction of well at the 
Neck and roads at Victoria Village, 
under letter of authority dated 12th 
May, 1913, allocating $150.00 for this 
service.” The word “roads” covers 
the $10.00 charged to this sheet on 
account of George Peckham, because, 
as I said in my evidence above, he was 
to use it for “repairs of a road leading 
from the Main Road to his own 
Jiouse.”

(Mr. Clarke to Mr. Powell)
Do you remember the amount of 

George E. White’s note which he took 
to you from me?

The amount was two dollars fiftv.
Did I pay you two dollars for Arch 

Newman?
Yes.
I hereby certify that the above is 

correct to the best of my knowledge.
Sgd. NICHOLAS POWELL.

John R. Goodison (Sworn)—I am an 
Accountant. There was no Chairman 
of the Road Board at Victoria Village 
In the spring of 1913. About the cad 
of May, 1913, I recommended Edward 
Clarke to be a member of that Board 
and I presume he was elected Chair­
man. The former Chairman had died 
about New Year. My being Member 
of House of Assembly for Carbonear 
would account for the recommenda­
tion. Owing to the continual move­
ment of the inhabitants to and froih 
thq Sydneys and other places, it is 
extremely difficult to secure a quali­
fied Chairman, i.e.—a person who can 
read and write and be present contin­
ually during the whole year. I had 
considerable trouble to get a man 
who would fulfil these .conditions. I 
tried to get the service of either Mes­
srs; George or , Nicholas Powell,—the 
former had been Chairman for many 
years, but both declined.

While Mr. Clarke was absent from 
the Village, I had arranged for Mr. 
Nicholas to pertoun, unofficially, his 
duties as Chairman. He had acted in 
the same way during the hiatus oc­
curring between the death of the late 
Chairman, Mr. Burke, and the ap­
pointment of Mr. Clarke. I cbuld not 
tell who sr-t the men to work during 
this unofficial employment of Mr. 
Powell outside of some authorizations 
I made personally. In the very few. 
instances iu which I acted, I usually 
tclepiioned Mr. Powell a recommenda­
tion that such and such a man be 
given work. T'.ie^understanding was 
that the payee would go to work and 
thus pay subsequently for. such ad­
vances by working it out.

I know George Peckham. Some 
time previous to May 1913 he asked 
me for some work. He told me the 
road to which he had to get to his 
house was knee-deep in mud. It want­
ed repairing and filling in. I knew 
from personal knowledge that the road 
was in a poor state. I do not t think 
any part of this road is private, except 
maybe the inner part. It is open to 
and used by the public anyway. 
George Peckham's brother was pre­
sent when he asked for money for 
this road. I toid them I would give 
$10 each, and telephoned Powell there 
and then the recommendation. I do 
not know whether George Peckham 
did tlie work, but iiis brother came to 
me subsequently and told me that he 
had done his own share but had not 
been half paid for his work. I cer­
tainly did, not make use of any ex­
pression at my interview with the 
Peckhams, which would lead them or 
anybody else to infer that I was doing 
what was not right. I positively 
swear that I did not say “Boys, if this 
was known, what would become of 
me?” I am positive that the money 
paid George Peckham was for some 
particular work, in fact the work I 
indicated above in my evidence, and 
in support thereof I put in Peckham’s 
receipt to Powell marked Exhibit 
J.R.G. “F.”
His attention drawn to endorsation.)

(Exhibit “J.R.C. ‘F’” shown witness.
The endorsation is in the handwrit­

ing of Mr. Nicholas Powell.
At the close of the Peckham inter­

view, I told them to fix up the road to 
suit themselves and then they would 
not have any cause to grumble about 
it afterwards. During our conversa­
tion just referred to, Mr. George Peck­
ham mentioned a claim he had against 
the Government for clothes alleged 
by him to have been detained. when 
lie was put in the smallpox detention 
hospital at St. John’s a year or two 
previous when he was a sealer in the 
‘Newfoundland.’ He claimed $25, but 
Dr. Campbell reported he was better 
supplied on leaving the institution 
than when he came in and the Colon­
ial Secretary refused"to recognize his 
claim. I may say, further, that later 
in the year I dec lined to advance hint, 
$10 to go to Sydney. This last sum­
mer he again approached me for a 
special grant alleging poor circum­
stances, butJ again refused.

I have no recollection of a man 
called Sutton applying for road .work 
ih the spring of 19J4, but it may be 
so. I have no diettncl recollection of 
Moses Vaters’ wife getting a note from 
me to Mr. Powell in 1913. If I gave 
sitcli an order it would be regarded as 
poor relief. Tlie times were bad in 

,the village in 1914 and were getting 
'bad in 1913 owing to the curtailment 
of work on Bell Island and the Syd­
neys. Under these conditions it was 
necessary to help, not only them, but

Are Yaw
LIABLE

to acqMents while a* work? If so, 
you shti$l(i carry a box of Zam-Buk. 
In thé’ workshop or factory, when 
an accident occurs, an immediate 
application of Zam-Buk will save 
much suffering and consequent 
loss pf time. There is nothing like 
Zam-Buk for stopping pain, ànd 
being a strong antiseptic it des­
troys all germs and prevents 
wounds from festering.

Mr. J. Benson, an Iron-worker, 
of Sheridan St., Brantford, Ont., 
says: “I am always getting bits of 
metal in my hands, which invari­
ably begin to fester unless I apply 
Zam-Buk. Needless to say, I am 
never without a box of Zam-Buk."

Mr. Austin1 Finlayson, of Esk, 
Sask., writes: “While at work I cut 
my hand with a saw. Not thinking 
it serious, I neglected the cut until 
It became very sore and festered. I 
then applied Zam-Buk, which soon 
drew out the inflammation and 
healed the cut. Had I only applied 
Zam-Buk in the first place, I would 
have been saved much pain and in­
convenience.”

Zam-Buk is also best for eczema, 
ring-worm, ulcers, old sores, blood- 
poisoning, boils, abscesses, piles and 
■burns. All druggists 50c. box, or 
Zam-Buk Co., Toronto. Send lc. 
stamp for postage and we will send 
free trial box.

others in the Village to what really 
was Poor Relief.

With regard to the payment of $2.50 
to Arch Newman, I authorized the ad­
vance to him for a couple of days’ 
work. This was a case of extreme 
destitution also. He told me his wife 
was very ill; nothing in the house to 
eat; children hungry. I saw the Re­
lieving Officer at Carbonear, Mr. Noel, 
and got a little help from him. Then 
I authorized the advance for a couple 
of days’ work. Whether he got it or 
not I can’t say. I telephoned the or­
der to Mr. Powell and I have no doubt 
but he got the money. I cannot re­
collect if I gave, an order to Robert 
Cole on Mr". Powell.
' I authorized an order of $4 and $6 to. 
Jno. M. White and his wife, respect 
ively, on Mr. Powell. This man was 
in great distress at the time. His two 
legs were broken and was un aide to 
Work their. Bur 1 understood he 
would work it oUt during the sum­
mer months. I do not know If he did. 
I did not keep track of any of these 
men afterwards and the fact that 
they had not worked was not brought 
to my notice. Had such been done, 
we could easily have corrected it. I 
hear now, for the first time, that this 
work was not done.

Yes I made a $301)0 contract with 
Nicholas Clarke for work on the road 
and well. The whole thing was on 
private property, but the well was to 
he thrown open to the public and con­
sidered as public property. This has 
been done.

I cannot recollect giving an order 
for the employment of Willis J. Cole. 
If he swears it is so, very likely I did. 

,1 had so many applications I cannot 
recall them.

Yes. in November, 1913, I sent a 
man called John Pye to the Chairman, 
who was then home, recommending 
his employment at the building of a 
bridge. I also recommended pay­
ment, but this payment, to the best 
of my knowledge, was not asked for 
until some considerable time after­
wards. I can’t say when exactly. 
This was a public bridge.

Yes, I authorized Geo. Edward 
White to clear what is known as the 
Double Brook ip the winter of 1913. 
Either George Edward or bis father 
came to see about it. I am not sure 
whether they came to me after the 
work was done. If they did, I would 
telephone the Chairman, if he were 
home, or if not. to Mr. Powell to pay 
them if the work was done.

In all the orders given for. work to 
the individuals indicated or any 
others concerned in this enquiry, the 
work was done on public property. I 
must qualify this statement. Lot’s of 
these roads connect the main roads 
with the houses of these people, but 
they are to all intents and purposes 
public roads in that they are not 
fenced. In no case have I ever given 
an order with 1 he understanding or 
even the possibility that the work to 
he done on private property solely as 
private property.

Without a specific case being given, 
I am unable to say" if I ever gave an 
order fop-the payment of an individu­
al connected in any way with the 
present enquiry, for work done with­
out official authority by that indi­
vidual. I do not know of any at the 
present time. In the case of these 
orders, as far as I know, the work 
for them had never been touched 
when the applicants came to me.

As to the “modus operand!” of get­
ting Special Grants for the Victoria 
Village Road Board. The special 
Grant is more or less subject to the 
Member’s recommendation.

Yes, I obtained from tlie Public 
Works Department in 1913, $150.00 
for the construction of a well at the 
Neck and roads in Victoria Village. I 
am not sure whether I applied for 
this allocation before the work was 
done or after. The chances are that 
I did not apply for the money until 
after the work was done, I would not 
like to say definitely as I cannot Re­
collect. I authorised the construc­
tion of this well. I understand I have 
no legal right to authorize such pub­
lic expenditures. I have followed the 
custom of the country in this re­
spect.

Sgd. JOHN R. "GOODISON.

A Soldier’s Thoughts 
on Newfoundland.

Far across the broad Atlantic With the 
billows rolling frantic,

I am musing on the country that I 
lately left behind;

And a feeling sad comes o’er me, as 
I view the scene before me 

In this far land o’er the ocean, which 
the fates to me assigned.

Thoughts of father and of mother, of 
my sister and my brother,

Swiftly pass before my vision like a 
summer piazy dance;

Anil my heart for them is longing, as 
old scenes come to me thronging 

Of the old home, while I’m fighting in 
a trench "somewhere in France."

el think on the home we parted when 
I hade good-bye and started 

In the big ship with the others—all 
brave fellows from our Isle;

Of the tears of sorrow shining, and 
my mother, when reclining 

On my bosom, true and tender as she 
shed her sweetest smile.

You who never knew tlie grieving or 
the loneliness of leaving 

The home you loved in childhood and 
the light of love’s true glance; 

You’d b3 proud, 1 know, to show it, 
for to feel it and to know- it 

If you were like men out fighting in 
a trench "somewhere in France.”

I behold once more tlie city and the 
road to “Kitty Vitty,”

Where I often used1 to ramble with 
the girl I loved so true;

When the robins they were singing 
and the White sea. gulls were 
“winging,”

Near the gray clouds close above me 
all beneath the skies of blue.

•Oh, ’tis often I am weary, and, the 
days seem lofig and dreary,

But there’s one tiling to cheer me, that 
is when we do advance,

When tlie trendies wC are taking, 
when our Hunnish foes are quak 
ing,

And my friends for me are praying as 
I fight “somewhere in France.”

JAMES MURPHY.
April 27th, 1916.

The Cot Fund.
St. John’s, April 25, 1916.

Editor Evening Telegram.
Dear Çir,—I shall be much obliged 

jf you will kindly publish at your con 
vcnience the enclosed list of addition 
al contribu(ions from Çliurch of Eng 
■land Schools towards Hospital Cots 
for, our Soldiers and Sailors.

Yoiirs faithfully,
vY. W. BLACKÀLL,

1 Supt. Education (C. of E.)
Hospital Cots’. Knud (Church of Eng­

land Schools.)
Statements of contributions towards 

HospitaJ Cots from: ..
(a) The Children of Church of Eng 

’anti Schools. 1 -
• '(b) The Teachers.

(c) Sundry.
(a) Long Pond. $2.20; Fox Island, 

.00; Mose Ambrose, 14.63; Chauip- 
nevs West. 4.30; Bonavista. 4.06; 
Middle Barat'hoix,- 1.10; Country Road, 
1.00; Spout Cove, 83c.; Beach, Bell Isr 
land, 2.00; P.amea, 1.20; Burnt Islands. 
Main. 5.40; MerWer’S Covtx 1.00* Bay 
de V?rde, 12.20: Gullies, 1.00; His- 
cock’s Point, 1.00; Champney’s Arm, 
1.00;. Spillars Cove, 30c.; Canaille, 
1.00; Charleston. 2.10; Green Island 
Brook, 56c.; Coley’s Point, 6.00; Cow 
Head, 2.T1; Norris Arm. 1.20; Trout 
River, 1.00; Red Island, 50c.; Bay du 
Norde, 1.20; Brunette. 2.00; French­
man’s Cove, 1.00; Brooklyn, 75c. 
Port Saunders, 5.00; Burnt Islands, 
Island, 7.25; Corbin, 4.22; Lally Cove, 
2.40; Curling, 7.02; Point Enragee. 
55c.; Jamestown, 1.00; Curling, 1.25; 
Wreck Cove, 4.15; Rencontre East, 
1.00; Savage Cove, 1.S0: Chapel Arm, 
1.40; Indian Point. 2.00; Old Bona 
venture, 5.00; Brooklyn. 50c.—$110.77.

(it) Butler, James, 1.50; Anon 1.00. 
- $2.50.
!; (c) Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Caines, 
50c.—$122.77.

Already acknowledged—$1,677.31. 
Grand Total...............................$1,800.11

" Guessing
Competition.”

Five ($5.00) Dollars will bo given 
to the person forwarding us the cor­
rect date of the month that the last 
steamer will arrive from the sealflsh- 
ery.

CONDITIONS:—When forwarding 
your guess to us yoit must enclose the 
outside green wrapper obtained from 
a bottle of Stafford’s Liniment In 
the event of one or more persons for­
warding us the same date the one that 
we receive the first will obtain the 
prize.

This Competition will close on the 
arrival of the last steamer.

Stafford’s Liniment cures Rhenma- 
(Ism, Lumbago, Neuralgia and all 
Aches and Pains. For sale in over 
500 stores.

Prepared only by
PR. F. STAFFORD & SON, 

SL John’s, Nild. 
Manufacturers of 3 Specialties: 

STAFFORD’S LINIMENT. 
STAFFORD’S PRESCRIPTION “A”, 
STAFFORD’S PHORATONE COUGH 

CURE. . '

Cape Report.
Special to Evening Telegram. .

CAPE RACE, To-day.
Wind E., fresh, weather dull. The 

s.s. Stcphano and s.P. Portia passed 
west ami the three-masted schooner 
WaterwitoR in yesterday afternoon; 

’the s.s. Graciana passed in at 8 a.m. 
todav. Bar. 29.68; Ther. 40.

IT

Sociable and Sale of Ladies’ & 
Children’s Plain Summer Wear 
by the Girls’ Guild at the 
Lecture Hall, Congregational 
Church, 7^0 p.m., Thursday, 
27th April, 19IG. Excellent pro 
gramme. Candy and Ice Cpertm. 
Admission 30c.—apr22,2i,s,th

OUTPORT CUSTOMERS 
PLEASE NOTE. — The recent 
fire occurred in our Furniture 
Store on Duckworth Street, not 
in our Main Store, so that we 
will experience no difficulties in 
filling all orders entrusted to us. 
THE ROYAL STOKES, LTD. 

apr27,31 _____ . - -

HOUSE CLEANING GOODS.
Alabastine, Marbleine,
Maple Leaf Paint, Varnishes, 
Brushes of all kinds, Vacuum Cleaners 

Carpet Sweepers,
. Curtain Stretchers

And all the other needful Articles ter this Important work

AYRE & SONS, LTD.

GOOD ADVICE!
To one and all we say, that before making 

your purchases for the coming season, be sure and 
see the charming lines we are showing in

Ladies’ MILLINERY,
Ladies’ BLOUSES,
Ladies’ NECKWEAR.

It costs n< 
moderate at

to see, and the prices are very

A. &. S. Rodger’s.
:33*iKa*c2aw*-:: :a*KàaaKr^*K2

IB aid $1,25 saii
Two Big

R eady-to-Wear
Specials for Easter !

Among the 49c. assortment are Hats 
up to $1.50 each-

Among the $1.25 assortment are Hats 
up to $3.$0 each.

See Our Window.

.


