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Villa Admits the Killing—Gives De-
fails of Ranchman’s End to Ameri-
can Consul, Who Transmits Report
{o Bryan—Huerta Sympathy Al-
lczed—But Friends of the Dead
Man Say H eNever Toek Sides in
Mexican Aiairs—Berder at Fever
Heat—El Paso Meeting Denounces
[his Government’s “Weak and

Yacillating Policy.”—Hint of a Yilla
Blufi—One Repert to YWashington

Sucegested That Beunton Might be
tlive, After all.
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als in Juarez say that

+ Benton was tried by a court-martial
composed of Judge Advocate Adrian
Aguierre Benavides, Presiding fudge
Jesus Rodriguez, Major Gloria, and a
court stenographer, and that he was
found guilty, ofter a formal trial, of
being impiicated in a plot to Kkill
Villa.

Shot Without Trial, Friends say.

Friends of Benton on both the
,American and Mexican sides of fthg
river deny that any such trial was
held and say that they have positive
information - that Benton went to
Juarez unarmed, entered Villa’s
head-quarters, was told by Villa,
when he asked for information about
shipping' cattle across the border,
that he, Villa, intended to run him,
Benton, out of the country, as he was
a Federal sympathizer.

Villa is said to have applied to Ben-
ton, who was a quic»k-tempered Scot,
an ugly Spanish. epithet, and when
Bentcen told him that he was a Brit-
ish subject and that he would not be
insulted by any Mexican, Villa is said
to have slapped him in the face,
knccked him to the floor and drawn
his six-shooter, when Villa’s wife
jumiped in between them and pleaded
with Villa not to shoot.

Few relatives of Benton are living,
and Mrs. Benton, who is of Spanish
extraction, has none. Benton's bro-
ther, Santiago, lives ' in ' Durango,
Mexico, and he had a sister, whose
address is unknown, in England. The
brother has been telegraphed to, and
advised te notify the sister. Another
brother, Sir John Benton, is in the
Indian Civil Service.

William S. Benton was a native of-
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, and was
ahout 45 years old. He went to Mexi-
co from Scofland when about 25
vears old. He worked over Northern
Mexico as a mining man, rancher, and
prospector. He finally settled per-
manently on the Hacienda 'Los Re-
medios, near Santa Rosalie, in  the
State of Chihuahpa. He ‘was associ-
ated with his cousir, William Benton,
in the hacienda and had improved it
un¥il it was one of the show places of
Northern Mexico when the revolution
started. 1t is said in Chihuahua that
he paid $1.25 an acre for the 100,000
acres which make up the bacienda,
and since it has been improved it is
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{ed by Villa's agents and mnot permit-
1 ted to cross his friends say.
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FBenton to get definite detaily had
|much to doiim arousing excitement,
{and the ultimate selection of ex-
| Governor Curry as an agent to seek
‘the truth. o
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A mzgs meeting to’protest and draft
resolutions against - the killing of
Benton;. was held at a local theatre
this' afternoon after pérmission to as-
b N

semble in Cleveland Square was re-
fused. ot
The meeting was called to order by
Richard M. Dudley, a prominent con-
tractor in Mexico, who is also a bank-
er here. Ex-Governor George Curry,
of New Mexico, made the principal
.address, in which he said that the
meeting was not called to stir up race
shatred or strife between Americans
and Mexicans on the border, but to
bring to the attention -“of the) State
Department the seriousness of the
situation noW existing in Mexico.

He 'said that the time for the kill-
ing of foreigners in Mexico was over,
and, it was the time for radical ac-
tion to be taken by the people of bor-
| der States, who had suffered. the most.
This wds received Wwith cheers, and
the resolutions = were *unanimously
adopted. i :

Ex-Governor Curry was a Rough
Rider in Roogevelt’s command, ' is. a
friend of the ex-President, and  is
keeping him posted: by cable of the
developments here.

There was no hostile demonstration
at the theatre, although the police

were there, and a body of Texam Ran-
geis guarded the doors,

Ex-Governor Curry was named by
the meeting a committee of one to
investigate the Kkilling of Benton. He
went first to Consul Edwards.

“Mr. Consul,” he said, “the people
of El Paso and the foreign refugees
from Mexico are in a feverish state
hecause of the murder of William
Penton. - They have been unable tc
lezrn details of the crime and have
asked me to seek information. An:
light you can shed on the subject wil
be appreciated.”

“I have telegraphed the Secretan
of State that Benton's death has bee:
officially reported to me,” replied the
Consul. “Such other -details I hawv«
forwarded to Washington by mail
General Villa said he did not ecare
to. talk of the case to the press o:
public, but gave me the informatior
for  Mrs. Benton, the widow, and th«
State Department. ' They are at 1lib-
erty to talk, but I promised the Gen
eral I would remzain silent.” ~

Asked as to his use of the phrase
“officially reported dead,” and if h¢
perscnally thought the official report
by Villa might have been misleading,
the Consul said that, inasmuch as the
rebels had ‘beén sending Chihuahus
prisoners. to Juarez, and Juarez prig
oners to Chihuahua, he had had @
faint hope that Villa might; for his
own reasons, have misled him.

This morning the Consul ~watchec
the train having Villa and his staf
and about twenty others on board
haping to catch sight of Benton, but
saw none but Mexicans.

Benton disappeared on Tuesday
Mr. Xdwards made his first inquiry of
Villa yesterday afternoon, on receip:
of, instructions from Seecretary Bry
an; who made the request at the in-
stance of the Britishh Ambassador
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice.

On receiving Villa’s word that Ben-
ton was dead, the Consul telegaphed
the bare ancouncement to Waghington
lest night, and the news reached El

Paso through a press despatch wher
Secretary Bryan .made the informa-
tion public to-day.

Generally it was believed that Vil-
la, who had known Benton for years
was trying solitary confinement as 2
corrective to. Benton’s well known
disposition to speak his mind frankly
without regard 'to consequences.

Edwards waited until after his last
hope flickered away with the depar-
ture of the train this morning before
informing Mrs. Benton that her hus-
band was dead.

* She is.a Mexican and, while well
éducated, understands the  English
language imperfectly. The Consul}
spoke in his own tongue, and the re:
sult was that while he. was telling
his tragi¢ Story the *widdw on the
verge of a mervous - breakdown . be-

ered only the piurport of the tale—
that her husband was dead.

gien of the story remained locked up

'cords. The inability of ~friends . of
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Villa had gone, andl. thus his ver-|
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les Qualey of ‘New York and. (
a friend, now hére amiong the other
refugees, advised him of the probable
procedure. .- T y My
“Villa' probably will grant your re-
quest, but he’ll give you a  lecture,|
and you must not resent the lecture, |
If you'do you may get inta trouble;”
Qualey said. ! >

“If he lectures me, 1'l1l lecture
back,” Benton replied. - “I have never
made a political move in Mexico, and
if he accuses me of it I have some
accusations ef my own to make.”
Benton apparently “made the ‘@e-
quest, and his friends never saw him
alive gfterward. = 'As  Mrs. ‘Benton
gathered -the story from Consul HEad-
wards, Villa deelined. to grant the
permit, saying:

“Mr. Benton, you have never been
a friend of ours, and 1 don't want
those cattle taken ont of the country.
We can use them ourselves.”

At this point, it is understood, the
quarrel started. - i

Benton was not in accord with the
Madero revoclution, and in the foreign
club at Chihuahua was went to  ex-
press his opinions freely.-: Sucoeed-
ing revolutions were also criticized
by him in conversations with @ his
friends, but the latter ‘agree that he
never went further. They assert un-
~nimously that he kept out of politics
and accepted his losses without ‘any
Naines of those who sat as a court

The many persons who Knew ‘him

well in' Chihuahua and along the bor-
ler, including ‘his cousin and widow.

1ay that he never owned a revolver
nd did-not have one with him 'when

e went to Juarez. Villa, on Wednes-
lay night, talking to a reporter, as-
serted that he had Benton's six-
shooter.

“What do you think of a man whc
would come here and threaten me?”
sxclaimed the rebel General. A Mex-
‘can bystander Treplied: “He ought
‘0 be shot.”

This was twenty-four hocurs after
he execution had taken place.

Villa did not tell the Americar
Jonsul that Benton was court-mar-
tialled, but official Juarez was bus}
to-day with assertions to that effect
the-case of Gustav Bauch, a German-
were given out for publeation, and i’
was stated at the Jefetura that Ben-
ton’s last request was that his pro-
nerty be turned over, to his widow.

Mr. Edwards, last ‘ight, asked Vil
a for permission to bring the body {
o this side of the river; but the re-
‘uest was denied.

“Then, as' a favor to me and to the
vidow, will yocu have the grave
narked?” esked  the Consul. . This
vas promised. "

Benton, it was said, was tried on &
*harge of conspiracy against the reb-
#° Government, and with “provoking
wind insulting General Villa.”

Benton is believed 'to . have been
weld incommunicado  during the
‘ourt-martial, if. there was one, and
‘t is, admitted that there was. no one |
‘tere to-.represent him.' v Tuomoc

That there was a réal court-martia
early everybody on this side 0f the
river doubts. The doubters contrast
‘he cast of Gustav Bauch, a German-
American, accused of being a spy.
According to the rebels, the case of
the obscure Bauch has been on trial
for four days, and it wag said to-day
that no decision had been reached.

News that the Government At
Weshington had ordered an investi-
gation was received by the refugees
with indifference 'or: with sneers.
They were too excited to take a calm
view of the situation.

Benton cpllies of an excellent
Scoteh family. His maternal grand-
father, Col._Hay, is said to have par-
ticipated as an officer in the famous
charge of the Light Brigade at Balak-
lava.

Two cousins are in-the British Ar-
my. One of them; Capt. Norman Ben-
ton, is with the Engineering Corps
at ‘Bast Bourne, England. . The other, |
Lieut. Ivan Benton, -is .ag:artillery
officer at present on leave in Switzer- |,
land. J ) !
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Nearly everybody knows ' of Dr.

hase's Ointment as.the most effective |-
treatment {
that medical science has been able to,
compound. - So ‘much._ suffering .an
misery arises from this ailment th i
_one is not long in telling his friend

of Dr. Chase’s Ointment.

| of Dr. Chase's Oigtment. - Many suffer.
trom this trouble not knowing. the
comfort to be o
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for piles or hemorrhoids |

when he has found an-actual eure. }|
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“SALE.

 Generous reductions dn every article of Dry Goods in stock and any
Oddments and Excess Stock we offer at cost and under to make a clear-
ance. We can only quote a few of the prices and reductions here, but re-
membBer that on anything and everything you buy from us during this
Sale you are saving money. Now is the time to buy for later requirements

also.

Large Stoek of Rubber Footwear-cuear

Women’s Plain Rubber Shoes, good hape and finish. Now only_49c. pr.
Women’s Storm Rubber Shoes. .. .. .. .. .. .... )
Women’s “Rubber Leaf” Brand cxtra quality Rubber Shoes. Now only

68c. pair. e
Mep’s Storm Rubber Shoes. .. .. .. .. ............ . - .Only 78¢. pair
Men’s Storm Rubber Shoes in the very highest qualities, such as “Pro-
. tection.” Regular$1.2bpair.. .. .. .. «. .o i. oo ..Now $1.10 pair
Ladies’ Highest Class Rubber Shoes both with Ideal and Cuban Heels;

and Child’s and Misses’ Rubber Shoes of all kinds, all at Reduced

Prices,

Ladies' “Rubber Leaf” Brand extra quality Waterproof Button Gaiters,

now only $1.80 pair. :
_Ladies’ “Carnival” Button Gaiters, which represents the very highest
quality; all sizes from 3 to 7, with half sizes, at $2.45 pair.

We Can Suit You to Underwear

And we can suit you to prices of same.

Ladies’ Cream Riﬂbed Fleeced Vests and Pants,only .. .. .. .. .. .. ..24c. garment
Ladies’ Cream Ribbed Fleeced Vests and Pants. Reg. 40c. & 45¢c. Now 35¢. garment
i Ladies’ White Ribbed Fleeced Vests and Pants. Reg. 60c. & 75¢. Now 50c. & 60c. gar.
This White Fleeced Wear at 60c. garment is heavy and certainly wonderful va_llue.
All Ladies’ Stanfleld and other Wool Underwear at 20 per cent. under regulal: prices.
Lot of Ladies’, Stanfield Vests, sizes 3 only. Reg. $1.30 value. Only .. ..75¢c. each
Lot of Ladies’ Stanfield Knickers, all sizes. Reg. $1.30 value. Only .. ..75¢c. each

Our Sale Price for Men’s Stanfield Underwear are:

Sizes 34-32 36-34 38-36 - 40-38 42-40 44-42
Prices only 89c. 93¢. $1.05 $1.10 $1.15 , $1.20

We have a Lot of 0dd Garments in Men's Scotch Lambs Wool Underwear

which we offer at 25 per cent. off Regular Prices,and they were good valuesatregu-

lar prices. You will never be sorry if you purchase from this lot.
Men’s Jaeger Heavy White Fleeced Underwear. Reg. 55¢c. value. Only 45¢. garment
Boys® White Fleeced, all the sizes from 20 inch to 34 inch, offered during Sale at

all round price of 30c. garment. -
Boys’ Scotch Lamb’s Wool and Stanfield Wool Underwear, and Girls’ Wool and Fleece

Underwear, all greatly reduced. «
Ladies’ Flannelette Underwear of all kinds at cost to clear. 3
Lot of Ladies’ Moire Underskirts, odd lines, offered to you at prices that ought to

be quick clearers. Prices 60c.,,75¢c. and $1.15 upwards.

HOSIERY

Women’s Black Ribbed Fingering Hose. Special values for this Sale at 13¢., 22c.,

' 27¢., 34c., 4Q¢. and 50c. pair. §
Men’s Black and Heather Fingering Hose Special values, 22, 27, 32, 35 & 40c. pair

Great Values in Dress Goods

Amazon Cloths, 45¢. at 35c¢.; 65¢. at 50¢:; 80c. at 65¢.; $1.00 at Tc.
_ (all and inspect our stock of Dress Tweeds, Whipcords, Serges, Lustres, ete.,

ete., and see how you can save money on our prices.

Dress Muslins, Lawns, Linens and Zephyrs in White & Colored, all offered at Sale
Prices.

Serge Curtains in various shades, from $2 90 pair only. Regular $3.75 pair.

Curtain Serge in Blue, 52 inches wide. Noweonly .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..30c. yard

Floor Canvas, 2 yards wide; good quality Only .. .. .. .. .. ..48c. yard

&

Ladies’ Colored Striped Wincey Shirt Waists at Special Prices.

Ladies’ White Silk Blouses at surprisingly low prices. Prices are $1.25, $1.50, $1.70,
$1.90 and $2.50.

Ladies’ Black Silk Blouses at $1.70 and $2.65 each, only. :

Lot of other Blouses in stock will be offered cheaply during Sale, to which we shall
add a lot of samples of New Spring aid Summer Blouses. See our Blouse Offer-

ings.

CLEARANCE OF LADIES & MISSES HATS and CAPS.

Lot of Eadies’ and Misses’ Felt Hats, only 25c. each to clear.
Lot of Ladies’ and Misses Wool Rinking Caps. Clearing Prices only 20, 25 & 35c¢. ea.

- Ladies and Misses Coats, Ladies and Misses Furs. .

;All heavily reduced to make a complete clearance.
Big Lot of Ladies’ and Children’s Belts. Get our prices on these.
Ladies’ Hand Bags from only 18c. each.
EMBROIDERIES and LACES—If you are making up any white work, remember
we are making a straight 20 per’cent. discount on all our stock of Laces, and
large reductions on a large lot of White Swiss Embroideries.

1Me,n’5'an'(] Boys’ Eastern Caps, fitted with knitb;;ikbangs for the wintry weather,
- Now only 55c. each. ° i3 _

Men’s Patent Dress Shoes and Slippers. Regular $1.10 and $2.00 pair. Now only
" 85c. and $1.70 pair: S e ‘

Get our Prices on Winter Gloves of all kinds. N.B.—Sale Prices are for cash only.

..Now only 59¢. pr. -
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