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AN EXPLANATION NEEDED.
The outbound trade of the United 

States for November last was $93,900, 
000 greater than the importa for the 
same month, which was the greatest 

« »Jiy month in American history. 
During that month the United States 
was in the throes of a financial panic 
like that of 1863 and 1873. Money 
was scarce and the financial pulse of 
the nation the lowest in years. Here 
is food for reflection for Geo. Cock- 
shutt, M.P., for Brantford, Who 
trumped up the fictitious charge that 
the financial stringency in Canada 
was due to an adverse balance of 
trade. .

ANOTHER EXAMPLE
The United State» is not the only 

country that is finding high tariff 
no guarantee against hard times. 
From tile capital of the German Em­
pire comes news of a tar more dis­
tressing condition of affairs than per­
tains in our neighboring Republic. A 
Berlin despatch of recent date says:

The municipality is face to face 
•with a wry serious problem in con­
nection with the supply of food to 
thousands of virtually starving-Chil­
dren attending the primary schools 
in Berlin, whose numbers have been 
greatly augmented this year in con­
sequence of the industrial inactiv­
ity. Hitherto the Children’s Can­
teen Society has been able to cope 
with the task in a fairly satisfactory 
way by means of subscriptions from 
private sources, but the call on its 
funds is this year go great that it 
will be unable to supply many of 
the children. In the fust week of 
December, according to official sta­
tistics, from 245 out of the 285 pri­
mary schools, no fewer than 11,947 
children attended school in most 
cases without breakfast and in all 
cases without the prospect of ob­
taining a midday meal at home. Of 
these 4.496 receive a simple daily 
meal from the fourteen canteens be­
longing to the above-mentioned so­
ciety, the other 7,449 are totally un- 
provided ior.
Needless to say these hungry tot» 

are not the children of the manufac­
turers; they are those whose bread 
has been made dearer that the divi­
dends of the "protected" gentlemen 
might be made larger. The theory of 
"pretestion” is that it ought to ebol- 
iih poverty; the history of “protec-. 
tion” is that it impoverishes thé poor. 
It- "protects" only those who least 
neM protection, and it makes them 
judges of .the cost of Hying and the 
standard Of living fof everyone else. 
Naturally they fix- the cost •of- tiring to 
fatten their purses, regardless how low 
the standard of living this imposes 
upon the poor man’s family. Then 
when business lags, they close their 
factories, and public charity supports 
the tietime of their "proteetioo."

THE “CENTRAL” PROVINCES.
Should not the three provinces ly­

ing between the Great Lakes and the 
mountains discard the term "western" 
and insist' on their recognition as the 
central provinces of Canada? Per­
haps the idea is in a sense sentimen­
tal, but sentiment has a practical and 
material value these days. For de­
cades (his great country was known 
as the “North-West Territories," or 
more' briefly as the “North-West.” The 
same Was given because the territory 
lay somewhat- north, end west, of the 
older settled ‘portions of the Domin­
ion! It came to be recognized, how­
ever» that *&e prefix “north" -had an 
unfavorable, sound aoroad. Very er­
roneously, but very generally, the no­
tion prevailed And still prevails thst 
"the nfirth" implies climatic severity 
and economic uncertainty—that * 
country which lies north of that with 
which the is familiar is necessarily 
colder, 'and that agriciltural success 
is. consequently mere problematical. 
Recognizing the practical effectiveness 
ot the mistaken notion newspapers in 
Alberta, and Saskatchewan advocated 
the. abandonment of- thé objectionable 
wonf. Very generally, the suggestion 

adopted end references are now 
* V witHnqt exception to ‘‘the 

instead of the ‘'North-West.’
- gé was Suggested perhaps b> 

- but it was sentiment mixed

objection cannot of course 
"Western".^ ip “North 

West” carries no suggee-
to

«touted vegetation, brief 
'« tod generally 
life. . To apply

the term to the prairie provinces o' 
Canada la however a violation of geo 
graphy. These provinces neither ex 
tend to the western boundary of the 
Dominion nor close enough to it to 
justify the term. Alberta ia farthei 
from the Pacific than Ontario is fron- 
tli/ Atlantic. Manitoba is as near th- 
Atlantic as to the Pacific. And i- 
Hudson Bay be considered an arm o 
the Atlantic two at least of the titre* 
central provinces are as near tha 
ocean as ia the province -of Ontario 
and all three afe much nearer Hudsoi 
Bay than Ontario is to the Pacific 
To apply to theee three provinces i 
term which indicates them as lyinr 
on the extreme western verge of th: 
Dominion is incorrect and mislead 
ing.

Geologically, too, the term “west 
erh” fails absolutely to represent th j 
real character of the prairie province 
in relationship to the general strut 
ture of the country. Manitoba, 8ai 
katchewan and, Alberta are really th 
great central valley of Canada, lyin 
between the Rocky Mountains on th 
west and the Laurentian system to th 
east. Though the Saskatehewa 
breaks through the eastern aystei 
and pours its waters into Hudson Ba 
instead of joining the Mackenzie am 
emptying into the Arctic Ocean, thi 
great central plain corresponds ver 
cloeely with the basin of the Mise» 
sippi. If either the Saskatchewai 
joined the Mackenzie, or the uppe- 
Mississippi flowed into Lake Michi 
gain- instead of joining the Missour 
the analogy would be complete. “Cen 
ttal" would admit and suggest thi 
structural relationship, which is altc 
getlier disregarded in the appellatio: 
of ‘ western.“

Commercially, the plain province 
must occupy in Canada a status aim 
ilar to that of the “central” State 
in the American Union. They ar, 
already acknowledged the com in­
grain field of the Dominion, and it i, 
admitted to be only a matter of year 
until the bulk of Canada’s populatio- 
will reside west of Lake Superior. Th 
central plain is destined to become th- 
heart of Canada in population an- 
commerce; why not then claim ior i 
a term which in some measure fore 
casts this destiny?

“Western” in contradistinction t<. 
“Eastern” emphasizes unnecessari! 
the distance between these newer pro 
vincas, and the -older settled portion 
of t:ie Dominion. A-decade ago A1 
berti was a far-off land to the ma- 
in Ontario.or Novi Scotla-a countr 
away somewhere under the sunec 
who-e geographical distance exempli 
fled the remoteness of its interest t< 
him. It is different to-day. Ever?' 
town and Hamlet in the older pro» ’ 
ince.i has representatives in the ififw 
and thousands more have become it ! * 
miliar with the prairies by travel an- 
observation. In consequence Edmcm • 
tqn does not seem so far from Toront- 
or even from Halifax, as it did tei 
yeàre ago. This re-adjnetment of on- 
mental acele of distances might wel 
be recognized by dropping a term - 
which, uggests remoteness and sépara 
tlob, and adopting one that implie 
neamees and relationship.

Tc?> rftten" thè" ténus “western” .anr 
“eastern” are used to Indicate a dif 
fir en ce or divergence of interest whid 
should not exist, and *hich nation» 
duty calls upon Canadians to extin 
guish.. That we have interests whid 
are not common and at times arc 
liardly harmonious ho one can deny 
But in large measure these are du» 
to the incidente of evolution, and at 
the process nears completion the? 
must disappear. But it will not lieli 
to extinguish them to cling to termr 
-which apggest no community of inter­
est, and which are so readily throwr 
into contrast. For this broader rea 
eon alone Canadians everywhere 
should be prepared to recognize oti: 
rightful daim as the central province- 
Of CAnada. ~

J

flouting the slogan of the victors. 
Hence to-day we have the ooereioniet 
rying "Down, with coercion" and par- 
iding as the Chief and chosen .-defendT 
mt ot the rights for violating which'he 
vas thrown from power eleven -years
tgo.

But. the political plagiarist, seldom 
wets a kinder fate than that which 
-vertakes hie" fellows in Other species 
>f piracy. Understanding neither the 
-terita nor the limitations of the idea» 
e has stolen he usually carries them 
o the extreme of the ridiculous and 
lemonstrates the truism that “whom 
he gods would destroy they first make 
md.” The mia-handling of the "pro- 
incial rights” question by its assail- 
bts of yesterday and its professed 
riends" of to-day, bears all the ear­
marks of this pre-mortem madness. 
Knowing not the meaning of their 

sorrowed phrase, the new disciples 
ave interpreted thé defence of pro- 
incial rights as meaning the inflie- 
ion of Dominion wrongs, and have 
st themselves to the task of cultivat­
or in the provinces n spirit of antag­
onism and hostility to the Dominion. 
Jo incident is too triflng, no argu- 
lent too ridiculous, no misrepresen- 
xtion too monstrous for use by these 
oyal dismptionists, who tear at the 
itals of the Dominion in testimony 
f their affection for its members. In 
11 three provinces where Conserva- 
tve Governments hold power to-day, 
he whole front and platform of their 
•olicies is to quarrel with Ottawa. 
Vnd in the other provinces, the. per­
petual theme on which the Oppos­
ions appeal for power is their readi-, 
■ees to fight with the Federal Gov- 
•rnment. . .

The line of policy they adopt is of 
ourse thé business of the Conserva- 
ive party, Federal or provincial, but 

should be tmderstood that the dja- 
ntegrating tactics they are now pur- 
uing in Canada at large are purely 
tatters of théir own policy, end in 
to way related to the principle of 
rovineial rights which the Liberal 
arty first enunciated, and which It 
tends to defend. That principle the 
onservatives denounced and violated 
•hen in power and that they -abuse 
1 - to tlie country's harm is the best 
roof that they do not understand it 
et. It is perhaps an unavoidable in- 
ident of-our form of governVnent that 

offers -the provincial demagogue an 
pportunity tô win popularity by jx>s- 
ig as the defender of his province 
gainet some fancied encroachment of 
be Federal power. But it is the one 
■eaknese which more than any other 
l rea tens the solidarity of thie Do- 
ùmon. Thet this fact does not;deter 
or friends the enemy from using it

Mr. Russell is angry, Be. it -observed; 
because some one told about the share 
he took in filling the pitree* of the 
Opposition workers. The allegation 
that he had done -so he could not 
deny ; that- he did so in the man­
ner described he did not attempt to 
question; the cause of his wrath was 
thst- the public had been told about 
it According to Mr. Russell the of 
fence consisted not in the doing, but 
in the getting caught.

This is itself suggestive. It ' this 
fund were legitimately raised for legi­
timate purposes, why should .any con 
tijbntor be angry that his share in 
raising it should become known? On 
the contrary, might he not claim that 
in so doing he merely backed hie 
opinions by his wealth, that from pa­
triotic motives he provided money to 
lie legitimately used ia furthering the 
public policy he believed to be for 
the country’s advantage? Such at 
least is the stand of the Montreal 
Star, the -organ of Mr. Russell’s con­
frere in the business of providing the 
wherewithal for the Opposition eleç- 
ti5n tactics. Not so with Mr. Russell 
though. He ruffled at the -mention ol 
his name in connection with the New 
Brunswick fund and has been growing 
warmer with each subsequent alltt- 
aion. " .

“Why "this thus-nese”? Waa there 
something improper in the raising of 
the money, or was it in the purpose to 
which it was intended, and for which, 
it was used? Mr. Russell considers it 
an . insult to be publicly associated 
with the fund; the fund must there­
fore have been seemed by disreput­
able means or expended tor disreput­
able purposes. That Mr. Hugh 
Graham had the privilege of giving a 
note for $100,000 no one disputes, and 
that Mr. Russell had the right tp en­
dorse It if he wanted to, no one will 
deny; but why then should the en­
dorser be so averse to having his part 
in the transaction made known? Was 
there a “consideration" for the giver 
or the endorser, and if so, what was 
it? Or was it simply that the fund 
was designed and used as a corruption 
fund? In either event the wrath of 
Mr. Russell is understandable; other­
wise it is beyond- comprehension why 
he should be annoyed because his 
name appears among the contributors.

HP >■ i,- - - x.. -HJ «. Tdt ot censure, tiqto thq ;
V» augieetive refieatidn on 46çia he-dàï 6uei$ a.ihin^-f 
auhted loyalty to the Dominion. “ ‘ " "

THE LOYAL DI3RUPT10NISTS.
When iir power at Ottawa, the Con 

servative party stood, for centralist; 
and retaining all possible authorit? 
and power in the bands of the Federa 
Government and Parliament. Quit1 
as consistently and unfalteringly tin 
Liberal party in those.days stood, a 
it stands to-dày, the champion at* 
defender of the legislative and admin 
istrative rights and powers conferréc 
upon the provinces by the Britiel 
North America Act.

In 1806 the Conservative party wen 
turned out of power " because in ab 
solute disregard of the constitutions 
rights of the Province of Mauitobf 
they sought to force upon-that pjrov 
ince the dbjê.ctiopable .législation o 
a mechanical majority in the Federa 
House of Commons. At the same time 
the Liberal party were returned V 
power for having fought, and prevent ' 
ed this invasion of the provinoia 
rights of Manitoba. ■

Once out oi power the exiles cast 
about for some- more palatable doc

armws and pemtoial trine thanvthat which hid'Seen
nt.Ari X-I'crofrat ion • Wvinl oa<si>A IhAil. — ___censé pf theic undoing. Taking a lei 

SCO from adversity they determinedXr 
obscure,ti* cause df thesr *féât b?

THE WEALTHY MR. RUSSELL.
There is trouble in the camp. - An 

Apposition financier is wroth. Mr. 
•ffVid Russell," the side partner of Mr. 
Ibgli Graham in providing the spdn- 
ulix for the party of purity, ia dis- 
irbed in spirit and cahes not who 
nows about it. On the" contrary he 
i. anxious that some people should 
now about it. Recognizing this,'the 
lon.treal correspondent of -the Toron- 
o World comes to-the-relief of the 
rrcharged financier andr the follow- 
ig despatch is the result:

Montreal, Dee. 24.—“If there is 
one man more indignant than an­
other, it is David Russell, the object 
of his wrath being H. C. McLeod, 
general manager of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia, and all the trouble is 
over a statement made by |Ton-. Mr. 
Pugsley re the famous $100,000 "Con­
servative election fund. It appears 
that Hugh Graham’s note for. $100,• 
000 was endorsed by Russell and 
discounted at the Bank of Nova 
Scotia, the proceeds going to New 
Brunswick, as described.

“When the minister of public 
works referred to this matter on the 
stump there was a general Relief, 
owing to the minister’s clese person­
al relations with the latter, that he 
had peached, aUhougli every man 
personally acquainted with David 
Russell will believe that he is1 fat 
above any euch action. It is alleg­
ed, however, that McLeod had told 
Hunt, the Montreal manager of the 
Bank of Nova Seotia, that Rpséell 
had given away the siyfp À» the 
Hon. B. F. Pearson of Halifax, and 
that the proprietor of the Chronicle 
had passed along the information to 
Dr. Pugsley^ w -.

“Mr. Bussell, naturally indignant,: 
wrote to Pearson p. furious letter, 
demanding an apdfcbgy: However, 
the M;L.A. fpr Colchester wrote 
back that he had certainly never 
«aid Russell had-given him the in­
formation. Lat«r on, however, when 
Mr. Pugaley and Mr. Pearson were 
111; Montreal, these two gentlemen, 
when confronted by Mr. Bussell, 
declared that McLeod was the man 
dhp bad shown to Mr. Pearson a 
copy of Bussell's -account with the 
Bank oi Nova Bcotia. arfd as a good 
party man Peatsoin had wired tire 
information to the Hon. Mr. Puga­
ley.’’

crédit wpuld belong .to ties «selves. 
When the Manitoba sessions had oocn- 
elndéd, the Oommiei#on faded from 
the public view ina manner, strongly 
suggesting that they- had beEn -ehtteed 
into the political, tiimbbery of tliat 
Province. Finally they emerged and 
submitted their reports. .Rut the pub­
lic were not yet to be fully informed. 
Premier Rbbliri’s delicate regard lor 
the deference due the Legislature 
would not permit their report on the 
Manitoba conditions to be published 
until some remote and unspecified 
daté. Whatever may have been the 
conditions in Manitoba before the 
Commission began work, it ia a safe 
guess that conditions there now are 
such that the law could not interfère; 
otherwise the meat dealers of Mani­
toba are a singularly slothful class of 
business men.

A paragraph in the Alberta report 
expresses regret that so far as this 
Province was concerned the scope of 
inquiry was limited. The conduct of 
the business within this Province was 
hilly examined, but beyond this Prov­
ince and from the standpoint of thiit 
Province the Commissioners were not 
permitted to pursue the inquiry suffi­
ciently far. Was Premier Roblin the 
lion in their path? One thing is cer­
tain ; the meat business of the West 
centres in Winnipeg. If the Commis­
sioners were baulked i* Winnipeg 
they would be limited in their inquiry 
precisely as they declarp they were 
limited. That they were blocked in 
this -particular manner they, do not 
say; but their language would bear 
the interpretation that interference of 
some kind or other in Manitoba pre 
vented them pursuing their inquiry, 
far enough to be conclusive. Premier 
Roblin’a reticence in publishing their 
finding in Manitoba is strong evidence 
that this interpretation ia the correct 
one. His expressed surprise that the 
Alberta -Government should have fol­
lowed thé practice in such cases will 
deceive no one; Premier Roblin is the 
man who has violated the rules of 
the game. Did he do so for nothing?

I ..... t
and whether he «hipped in November

to prevent the farmers getting the cam. oi| March the Company collected the
that the Grain Aet" must be amended

CANA-

PREMIER ROBLIN'S SURPRISE.
Premier Roblin presses ‘Surprise 

that the Alberta Government should 
hove given publiciiylo the report of 
thé Beef Commlesi6tir'before ptosenA 
ing it to the Legislature.' This ia 
contrary to his potion of courtesy. He
even declares that lyr would expect

! " *■ ‘ A
... _ jb the

people of Manitoba must possess theft 
souls in patience urfffl the CBgisla- 
ture assembles™ —

Doubtlesé it wm be’-painful intelli­
gence to Alberta's Minister oL Agri 
culture to learn that he hoe filled 
Premier Roblin with consternation 
and jarred his conception ot the pro­
prieties. Equally pained will he be to 
learn.how slender a hold Mr. Roblin 
lias upon the esteem ot the legislators, 
that for "so small mi offence they 
would inflict "upon him their censure 
At the same time it cap only be re­
garded,as evidence.<$. the uncompro­
mising Toryism which pertains in the 
Parliamentary chamber of that Prov­
ince that precedence is regarded be­
fore the public, interest, and establish­
ed custom is held above the conduct 
of the beef business.

But to be çattdid, what hgd the Leg­
islature of Ajberta to Bo with the Bçef 
Commission that thé report should 
have been first-perused by that body? 
The Commission tyas not appointed by 
Act of the Legislature, bui. by order 
in council. From -the Government 
they received their authority; to the 
Government it was théir business to 
report. On the initiative of the Gov­
ernment they were asked to investi­
gate ;, it lay with the Government as 
to how théir report could best meet 
the public ends. The course chosen 
by the -Alberta Government is thor­
oughly in accord with constitutional 
privilege and with practice; the privi­
lege of his position and the practice 
of governments call upon Premier 
Roblin to follow their example. Why 
then -his shyness about revealing the 
Manitoba report to 'the'curious",'pub­
lic? And why the protestations of 
surprise that the Alberta Government 
hap. not been equally tiqiorous? It ie 
Premier Roblin who violates the . pro­
prieties, it is from him the explana­
tions are due.

Ftom- fbe first the*Meriftobr-'B*v."' 
ernment has shown no overwhelming 
desire to turn thp light en'the conduct 
of the meat 'business in that Province 
When’ the Beef Commission began 
sessions in Manitoba the ubiquitous 
Counsel whose searching queries'tilad 
turned the beef business of Alberta 
inside out was dispensed with, and 
replaced by another gentleman whose 
curiosity was by no means commen­
surate. It soon became a settled pub-

tbey want. This ie how'it is put: 
“The question is how to protect the 
‘■termer, and protect him well, with- 
*ront injuring the elevator man or im- 
“pëdlrig the work of the railways. The 
“grain laws of Minnesota and Dakot* 
“prbvide for àn equal distribution of 
“cars between loading platform and 
“elevator at the entset, but thereafter 
"cans are altetied according to the 
“quantity of wheat likely to be ship- 
"ped from each. As a rule, thie gives 
“both a fair and just supply. The Do- 
“minion Parliament must amend our 
’‘Act forthwith without prejudicing 
“any interest, however high or how- 
“ever humble, for its defects and the 
“abuse to which it lends itself have 
“now become intolérable.’’

üç conviction thet if t^e Commissi 
era. learned At»ti.ing>fflaging io

DIVERTING CARS FROM 
DIAN TRADE.

From Saskatoon came a despatch a 
few days ago reporting something very 
like a riot at the town of Asquith. 
Asquith is situated -on the C.P.R. 
short-line about twenty-five milee west 
of Saskatoon. The cause of the trouble 
waa a shortage of cars for ship­
ping" wheat and the trouble 
was increased rather than diminished • 
when a string of empties which arriv­
ed were turned over, to the elevators,, 
titough the. farmers- had previooMV 
taken possession df them and begun 
loading them; thé despatch describes 
the-proceedinge thus-: -> - —- -

“Saskatoon, Dec. 23.—There 
great exéitémÂit in Asquith Satur- 

“day night over the grain congestion.
The situation was somewhat relieved 

"’Thursday, by the arrival of thirty 
'emptiee. The news quickly spread 
‘among the farmers and the elevaiors 
“filled again. The C.P.R. rushed -a 
large number of cars Saturday for 
the Asquith elevators. Sevèntÿ farm­
ers, who had gathered, rushed -for 
‘the cars as soon as^tiye trained néat- 
'ed the town, each armed, with a 
'small sack of wheat, which they 
“threw into the cars as a sign ot pos­
session. A general stampede follow- 
“ed the stopping of the train, in 
"which many disputes arose over the 
“possession of cars, and the Mounted 
“Police were called op to, control the 
“«hgry settlers when the Car* were 
“hbnded tç the elevators.”

Yet again, during the past week 
there came a despatch from Spokane, 
Washington, announcing that the 
C.P.R. had decided to permit its cars 
to -run across the boundary into the 
Western States when loaded with 
coal; this when orders for a hundred 
cars for the Western Canadian trade 
remained unfilled. Very naturally the 
Spokane correspondent regarded this 
ns a splendid thing for the western 
States and also as very satisfactory 
to the mine-operators near the boun­
dary." The Spokane despatch reads;

“Spokane, Wash., Dec. 23.—Impor- 
“tant to the mines in the Alberta coal 
"belt, tributary to- the northwest pro­
vinces and the Spokane country, is 
“tlie decision of the Canadian Pacific' 
“railway company to permit its cars 
“To run south of the international 
“boundary when loaded with coal. It 
“means that during the next five 
“months the Lundbreck collieries will 
“be occupied in supplying fuel to the 
“district, and that the output will be 
“largely increased. Heretofore the 
“markets south "of the border have 
“been compelled to depend upon for- 
“eign cars in transit westward to be 
“loaded with lumber and other pro­
ducts for eastern shipment. The new 
"policy will enable the Alberta mines 
"to fill orders Tor coal that have been 
“piling up for two months. Andrew 
“Laidlaw, of the.Galbraith'Coal coin-; 
“panÿ, operating in tlie Albèrta dis- 
“trict, says that his concern was the 
“first to take advantage of the new 
“order, the company loading four ears 
“for Spokape the first day. The.com- 
“pany’s new plant has enabled - the 
“•colliery to fjU many^ orders for the 
"Canadian market, ancTtfi* preT*-' 
“tram that quarter is materially re- 
"iaxed, a

■ , money
faxed, although oçpert tor more than stringency."
100 cars are unfilM” ‘ V- .'C w<>r«e- aVthe.mbotont Mr.

--------------------------------------------- —

Again, eastern papers to hand con­
tain a lengthy 'deepatch from Indian 
Head making an attack on the Grain 
Act on the ground that the dishonest 
farmer abuses its provisions by tie- 
ing up cars until he needs them. The 
contention of this article is that the 
farmers crowd the order book with 
orders for oars that they will not need 
for weeks, that this prevents the ele­
vators securing the cars, and “cripples 
"the railways by depriving them of 
“thé use of much oi their rolling stock 
"and injures the Northwest at large 
“by delaying the export of q good 
“deal of the crop till the following 
“.gpripg.’’ • The spectacle touches the 

'ptty Or the correspondent, apd he 
adds: "This fall the «relay has been 
“particularly exasperating and costly. 
“It was important that the damaged 
“grain, the grain fit only for feed, 
“which might at any moment' go bad 
"in transit, should be hurried as 
“qtilefcTy as poüSffclé to dur ëeëfohr 
"provinces. Every day’s detention 
“meant loss to the farmer or grub 
“buyer. Yet from the time the" grain 
"began to move in betdber down to 
“the close of navigation thousands of 
“oars on the Canadian* 'Pacific lilies 
“were stalled at loading platforms as 
"effectually as though they had been 
“caught in a snow-blockade". It was 
“nothing short of an outrage on the 
“railway, and, of course, intelligent 
“farmers see th*t it was also a great

,ter wm sayipg that Mr. Fielding 
-v :r-< -î "dfise-POt gb out into, the open market
£ore set out- "w boffo'v‘' Mr. Fielding had already" 

. ... .. 4k»ted a loan of $7^00,600 on.the Lon-the western gram shipment is retard-, ^ market, and. the subscriptions

$
Three conditions are

reputation Of -thdTttnHob* «tfterirtfie thé HSèvKablè conchtston ,oi côufcél dfilÿ ship 'itiovèrHbé '&PR Xfiî

ed because the C.P.R. fails to provide 
sufficient cars to the farmers wliç 
have grain to ship; the railways and 
elevator-men are maxing war on the 
Grain Act to prevent the farmer get­
ting even as many c^r6 as he now 
receives; and the insufficierft. supply 
of cars is to be further curtailed by 
diverting O..P.R. cars to handle for­
eign trade] ' These, are. not isolated _or 
unrelated incidents. They are corre­
lative and complementary. Thçy all 
originate ip the failure-of the C.P.R. 
to supply sufficient cars to handle the 
business of the country durieg the 
busy seasorp,and in the refusal of the 
company to-even devote the cars they 
have to this business. The Company 
consistently avows its inability to 
build cars-fast enough to handle the 
Western trade; yet . the Oompapy de­
pletes the supply available for that 
trade by shipping scores of cars out of 
the country. The ptairie country is 
practically dependent tor fuel on "the 
haulage capacity of the C.P.R-i yet 
while a hundred cars of fuel are need­
ed on the prairies, C.P.R. cars are 
sent to Spokane loaded with Canadian 
coal.. The, .farmers of Saskatchewan 
are at the point of desperation because 
they cannot get cars enough"to carry 
away their grain; yet the Company 
demand that they be allowed to give 
the fanners fewer cars. It is difficult 
to resist the conclusion that if this de­
mand were complied with, the" cars 
thus released would also he sent to 
earn money in Washington, while tlie 
farmers of Saskatchewan shipped their 
wheat when they might and secured 
their fuel when the could." "

There is-nothing new either in the 
circumstance, that the C.P.R, has not 
enough care, to handle the western 
trade, nor that the cars the Company

same, freight charges ; if the people on 
the prairies wanted coal they could 
only import it over the C.P.R. lines, 
and a delay of a month or so made 
no difference ip the Company’s re­
ceipts from its carriage. Whenever 
this business was done it could only 
be done oyer the C.P.R. and when it 
was done made no difference in the 
C.P.R,’e profits. Naturally, there, 
fore it Was not done when other buei- 
tleSe offered which could be done only 
dimng certain seasons. Such business 
offers in" plenty across the border dur­
ing the fall" and early, winter; where- 
fore the C.P.R. «sends - its cars into 
this foreign trade .at the. time "they 
are needed in the home trade, know­
ing that the latter cannot be lost to 
them, but that the other must be 
sec.ured now or never. This is the 
policy irom which the western grain 
giowers are suffering to-day. They 
would suffer still more but for the 
restrictions placed on that policy by 
the Grain Act. That the Company is 
to make war on the Act simply mcam 

j that they want to extend the policy 
ot reaching. Ior foreign business when 
it offers and attending to home busi­
ness when they get ready. In the 
meantime, oi course, the farmer’s 
gram may deteriorate or his family 
.may freeze; but these are incidents 
th,at do not count heavily in the cal­
culations of the C.P.R.

Toronto Globe—At Hamilton cn Sat­
urday last Geo.' E.‘ Foster was as 
gloomy as some of these December 
days. Among other things he said: — 
-“Today was a critical period finan­
cially tin Canada, and the government 
had done nothing to meet ii. The 
government had taken money from 
the people, and had recklessly .quand- 
ered it in a way never ben.e seen in 
Canada. It had been spent in graft 
and in feeding the rake-off mefl, and 
Mr. Fielding today was paying 7 per 
cent, to the Bank of England, as he 
dare not go into the open market to 
borrow. He had not made prepara­
tions to meet the obligations which 
would fall due in two years, and this 
would place Canada in an extremely 
serious position, as the result Of waste­
ful expenditure and mismanagement 
of the. country’« affairs.”

It-was well he said “today,” be­
cause in the issue of the Montreal 
Star Tor the very day on which Mr. 
Foster’s complaint waa published 
there appeared a cablegram from its 
London correspondent under the head­
ing “Canadian Rpnds Well Received." 
It read as follows ; r .

“London; Dee. 16—The Dominion 
government loan of one and one-half 
million sterling has been toovered by 
subscription. All applicative are be- 
•TteAUntied..in Tull. *«hy 

,e loan was well appreciated by Che 
British public, despite the

showed that, notwithstanding the 
money, stringency, the English invest­
ing public showed their appreciation 
of Canadian securities by snapping 
them up.

The effort of Mr. Foster and his 
friends to make political capital out 
of the prevailing .financial contraction 
is not creditable to them. The sound­
ness of Conditions ill Canada as com­
pared with the United States has at­
tracted- the attention of the public 
both in Britain and the United State.;., 
The1 only croaking being done is that 
which proceeds from Mr. Foster and 
the public -men and newsoa nr3 in 
thjs country following him in his un­
patriotic course.

360,000 ACRES TRANSFERRED.

By Dominion Government to Mani­
toba—More in Course of Transfer.
Ottawa, Dec. 31.—During the pres­

ent year the Dominion Government 
has transferred to the Province of 
Manitoba over 360,000 acres of lands, 
found to be swamp lands, by orders 
in council for the months of January, 
August, September and December, 
On January 14th there were trans­
ferred 116,475.82 acres. On August 

,13th, 192 acres were transferred; on 
Sept. 26, 160 acres, and on December 
4th there were conveyed to the prov­
ince 247,607.82 acres, making a total 
for this year of 367,415*.64. There are 
485,894.78 acres more in course of 
transfer to Manitoba at tlie present 
time.

has are largely devoted to the carrying, -three^ftor, w » Vii , 6 , lv-lïm-,A .’hr te B..Barclay has beenbusiness of The Uniter! States. Ttotit ^Pfioliited general tndfiager of lines in
the Maritime Provinces, but no oneconditions have become painfully fa­

miliar. For nearly a decade the 
C.P.R. has "never had in any one year 
enough cars to handle the Canadian 

.•traffic reasonably well in the busy 
eeaeon; yet during every one of those 
busy seasons C.P.R. cars have been

boundary to points in the western 
States. The business of Western 
Canada -was business that belonged to 
the. C.P.R. beyond peradventure; if.

SPENCER LEAVES C. N. R.
Manager of Eastern Lines Resigns to 

Look After Private Interests.
Toronto, Dec.xSO—C. W. Spencer,for 

two and a half years general manager 
of Mackenzie & Mann's lines east of 
Fort William, has resigned and ac­
cording to liis own statement, will 
spend his time looking after his pri­
vate interests, which now assume 
large proportions. Mr. Mann was very 
kind in releasing me, though my con­
tract was for two and a half years 
longer. He denied that he was going 
to take a position witlh any other 
railroad, though he stated "lie had

as far as is known, has been appoint­
ed in Quebec and Ontario.

Married Women to Vote.
Toronto, Dec. j29—The council today 

decided to ask the legislature to en­
act that married women owning pro-, 
perty in their own right should have 

hauling coal irom the mines along thaï tnWniciPal franchise
hftimAar* tn JL at_ _ ? O; ’ ”7 " ^

Vnother Railway From Minnesota.
Fort Francis, Ont., Dec. 30.—It is 

reported here that another railway ie 
to start from Deer Rivar, Minnesota, 
idtedmg to the international boundary 
Itere. This trould make three rail­ways.

THEE CH1I 
ARE Dl

Nova Scotia Parents 
Their Children in thj 
Were Skating and

Halifax, Dec. 29—A I 
red at Lower North lie! 
yesterday. Mr. and ]vl 
jioit went, td Christmas) 
village church warniu 
not to go on the icel 
the --caution the youil 
skating on thin ice al 
returning instituted a[ 
missing family and io| 
hole in the ice. The th 
and 7, were drowned.

Boy Is Fatal 
St. John, A". 11., Dec.I 

well, a fen year .old [ 
River station, on the 
Southern railway, died! 
from drinking whisky/ 
other boys were plavl 
station and discovered! 
sit and drank some w| 
quenees. The lad Im 
father, named Cook.

Women Demand a Pol|
Denver, Dec. 26.—“ Iti 

of Colorado are entitled 1 
egate to the Democratij 
venfidn,” says Milton 
of fhe State Democratl 
mittee. “In fact, if tl 
the delegates women, IT

Mr. Smith stands r«J 
anything to the advoeaf 
frage, and. if he is pd 
in the selection of deld 
tain that a woman will 
number who will reprea 
the big convention in Dl

“Of course,"’ continf 
“you must know that 
not participate in the 
heavy committees. She I 
all night witfi swearing! 
mitteemen do swear so 
duties, perhaps, wjfiuld 
duous.’’

Women politicians of 1 
a woman must be a merj 
gation from Colorado. T| 
a simple request that 
be named, but make a| 
gates will not be select 
June, and there will bef 
to fight the matter ont. 
Helen Grëenfell, for son 
nent, among women poli 
rado, seems to have the!

Goes to Land of |
Boston, Dec. 26.- 

Agassiz,: director and 
Harvard Museum, will! 
dition to Central Af/ 
short time for the pvtl 
ing his already extensi| 
vestigation. The det 
fcnrerewtTpor bear,' Mill


