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AN EXPLANATION NEEDED,
The outbound frade of the United
States for November last was $93,600,-
000 greater than the imports for the
same month, which was the greatest
*“sniy month in American - history.
During that-mionth the United States
was in the throes of a financial panic
like thdt of 1883 and 1878. Money
was scarce and the financial pulse of
the nation the lowest in years, Here
is food for reflection for Geo. Cock-
shutt, M.P,,  for Brantford, who
trumped up the fictitious charge that
thé finandial stringency 4n. (Canada
was ‘due o an advera¢ balance of

trade, ?

i

ANOTHER EXAMPLE.

The United Stales 13 not ‘the only
country that is finding high tariff
no guardntee " against ‘hard timea.
From. the capital of the German Em-
pire comes news of a far more dis-
tressing condition of affairs than pers
tains in our neighboring Republic. A
Berlin despatch of recent date says:

The municipality is face to face

with & very seridas problem in con-
neetion with the supply of food to
thousands of virtually starving-thil-
dren attending the primary schools
in Berlin, whose numbers have been
greatly sugmented this year in con-
saquence of the industrial inactiv-
ity. Hitherto the Children’s Can-
teen Society has been able to cope
with the task in 2 fairly satisfactory
way by means of subscriptions from
private sources, but the call on its
funds is this year so great that it
will be unable to wupply many of
the children. In the first week of
December, according to official sta-
tistics, from 245 out of the 285 pri-
mary echools, no fewer than 11,947
children attended school in most
cases without breakfast and in all
cases without the prospect of ob-
taining a midday meal at home, Of
these 4498 receive a sxmplé daily
meal from the fourteen' canteens be-
longing to the above-mentioned so-
ciety, the other 7,449 are totally un.
‘pronded Jor,~ A" X

Needlese to say theseé hunxry tots
are not the children of the mianuiac-
turers; they are those whose bread

‘has béen made. déarer that the divi-
dends ‘of “the “protected’” gettlemen
might ‘be ‘méde larger. The theory of

“protection” is that it cught to abol:
ith _poverty; the history .of ‘“/protec.
tion’’ js that it. impoverishes the poor.
I "protects” only those who least
mﬁd protection; and ‘it makes them|
jnd(os of .the cost of hung and’ - the
Md&:d of . Jiving fof-everyone else.
Nc}unlly they fix-the cost of-living t6
fatben their purses, regardless how low
‘the standa¥d of “living this imposes
pj)on the -poor man’s family,  Then
when business lags, they close theit
{actories,and public charity supports
the vietims of their “proteetion.”

THE. “CENTRAL” PROVINCES,

8hould not the three provinces - ly-
ing between the Great Lakes and the
moimtains discard the term “‘western”
angd in§ist on their recognition as the
central provinces of Canada? Per-
haps the idek is in -a sense sentimen-
tal; but sentiment has a practical and
material value theése days. For de-
cades this great country was known
as the ““North-West Territories,” “or
miote btiefly as the “North-West.”” The
namie Was given because the territory
ldy'adﬁiewhit north, and west, of the
OIde'r setled ‘portions of the Dcmin-
jonn. I came to beé recognized, how-
evers that the prefix “morth” had an
unfayogable  sound avroad. Very er-
roneau,ly, byt very generally, the mne-
tion vavlﬂed and still prevails that
“the pbfth" implies climatic severity
and ic uncenamty—that 2
counbt!’ which -lies -north of that with
wim!h'" e i familiar is' necessarily
‘that agriciltural success

tly -more problematical.

& the’ ‘practical effectiveness

of the mflhl(en netion newspapers in
Mnﬂl Sukttehrwan advocated
the. & Mihé Objectionable
Cry geliem:lly, the auggeqhon

ob;ec{ion cannot-of course
bo*“Western™ a8 1 "Ngrtll-

“Th Weet" Catties Do sugges-

0 ‘Jﬁiﬁm nows gnd. peronnial f
?d mhtbd vcgom;on bﬂd

{ térm which indicates them “as lyiny

the term ‘to the prairie provinces o’
Canada is however & violation of geo:
graphy, These provincés neither ex:
tend to the western boundary of the
Dominion nor-clode enongh te it .
justify the term, Alberta is farthe:
from the Pacific than Ontario is from
the Atlantie, Manitoba is as neav th
Atlsntic as to the Pacific. And i
Hudson Bay be considered an arm o
the Atlantic two at least of the thres
central "provincés qre a8’ neéar  tha’
occan a8 is the provinea-of Ontario|
and all three are much nearer Hudsor
Bay than Onthrio is to the Paeific.
To apply to these three provinces :

on.the extreme western verge of th
Dominion .is incorrect and mislead
ing. :

Geaologically, too, the tarm ‘“wést
ern”” fails absolutely to represent th
real character of the prairie provinee
in relationship te the géneral struc
ture of the country. Mdnitoba, BSa:
katchewan and Alberta are really th:
gréat central valley of Canada, lyin
between the Rocky Moumntains on-th:
west and the Laurentian'system to th
east. Though - the - Saskatehewa
breaks through the eastern syster
and pours its waters into Hudson Ba-?
instead of joining the Mackenzie an¢
emptying into the Arectic @cean, thi
great central plain corresponds ver
clocely -with the ‘basin of the Missir
sippi.  If either the Saskatchewa:
joinad the Mackenzie, or the uppe!
Mississippi flowed into Lake Michi
gein. instead of joining the Missour
the analogy would be complete. ““Cen
tral” would admit and suggest’ thi
strictural relationship, which is altc
gether disregarded in the appellatio:
of “western.”

Commercially, the plain provinece
must occupy in Canada a status sim
ilar to that of the ‘“‘central’” State
in the American Union. They ar
already acknowledged the comin:
grain field of the Dominion, and it i,
admitted to be only a matter of year
until the bulk of Canada’s populatio’
will reside west of Lake Superior. ‘Th
central plain is destined to become th::
heart of Canada in population an<;
commerce; why not then claim for i:
a term wkich in some measure fore
casts this destiny? {

“Western”’ in contradistinction 1.
“Eastern” emphasizes ‘unnecessaril
the distance between these newer pro
vinces, and the older settled portion :
of the Dominion. 'A‘decade ago Al
berta was a far-off land to the ma’;
in Ontarip. or Novt Scotia-<4 countr:
away somewhére under the sm\u?
whose geographicdl distance exempli
fied the remoteness of its- inferest t«¢
him, “1$, is different 4o-day, ‘Evenq
town ‘and -Hiemlet. iny the older prov 3
inces has repreéentatives in' the ﬁ'éwl
and thousands mote Have become o if
miliar with the prairies by travel anc;
ohservation, In consequence Edmon f
tqn does not seem so far from Toront:
or even from Halifax, as it did te
yearg“gge.. This re-adjnstment of ou’
mental scale of- distances: might wel |
be redognized. by ‘dropping a term#
thcanggeaw remoténess and separa
tion, “amd adopting one that 1mphe i
nearness ‘and rélationship.

Ty dtten thé terms “western” .an¢
“eastern®: are used to indicate a dif 3
fsrence-or divergence -of interest whicl
ghould. not exist, and Which nations
duty calls upon Canadiansg to extin
guish. . That we hdve interests whicl
are not common and at times' ax
hardly harmonious ne one can deny
Dut in large measure these are duf
to the .incidents of evolution, and a:
the process nears -completion = they
must disappear. But it will not hel;
to extinguish them to cling to terms
which spggest no community of inter §
est, and which are so feadily throwr §
into contrast. . For this broader, rea
son  alone- Canadians = everywher
should be  prepared to recognize ou:
rightful claim ae the central province:
of Canads. - -

THE LOYAL DISRUPTIONISTS.

When i power af Ottawa, the Con
servative party stood for cqntrglisin;
and’ retaining all possible authorit;
and power in thie hands of the Federa
Government and -Parlizment. "Quite]
as ‘consistently and unifalteringly tht
Liberal party in those days stoed, a:
it stande to-day, the champion anc
defender .of the legislative and admin
istrative rights and powers: conferre
upon the provinces by the- - Britisl
North America Act. 4

In 1806 the Conservative pcrty wert
turned out of power becguse in ab
solute disregard’ of the constifutiona
rights. of -the Protinee pf, Mauitobe.
they ‘sought .6 -force upon that prov
inge ‘the .objéctionable’ le‘ultubn o
a {ﬂechgmcql majority. in the Federa
I{ou%eol Commom At the same tim« |
the Liberal party ‘were retarnéd ]
power for having fought and prevent
ed this -invasion of the provincil
rights ot Manitoba,

«Onee-out. of power- the enles cas!
| about tor some more pa.huble doc
 tring \hm\t‘hat Which hi& “héen  the |
cause: of their nndom; akm; a les.
#0g from adversity they jired t

_he Federal power,

-dmion; ~Thet this fact.does not-deter

5.8 -suggestive ‘refleatidn “on, thein

“now about-it.

chégﬁ Ihg onusg of theis :(d'e&trfb;

shouting the nlwn,n oi the vrctors
dence to-day we have the coercjonist
Tying “Down with -ecercion” ang pars
«ding-8s the ghief and chésen defend-
it of the rights for violating'whick he
vés thrown from power eleven .years
1go.

Byt ihe. politlcal plagiariat. seldom
wets & kinder fate than that-which
wertakes his’ fellows in other speeies
f piracy. Understandxng neither the
aerits nor the limitations of the ideas
e has stolen he usually carries them
o the extreme of the ridiculous and
lemonstrates the traiam that “whom
he gods would destroy they first makel
1ad.” The mis-handling of the “pro-
ineial nghta" question by its assail-
bis of yesterd;y and its professed
riends’ of to-day, bears all the. ear-
narks of this pre-mortem madness,

Kpowing not the meaning of their
orrowed phrase, the new disciples
ave interpreted the defence of pro
incial’ rights as meaning the inflie:
ion of Dominion wrongs, and have
ot themselves to the task of cultivat-
ag.in the provinces a spirit of antag:
nism and hoestility to the Dominion.
o incident is too trifing, no argu-
1ent too ridiculous, no misrepresen-
ation too monstrous for use by these
oyal disruptionists, who tear at the
itals of the Dominion in testimony
{ their affection for its members. In
11 three provinces where Conserva-
tve Governments hold power to-day,
he whale front .and platform of. their
olicies is to quarrel. with ~Ottawa,
\nd in the other provinces, the per-
retual ‘theme on which the " Opposi-
ions appeal for power is their readi-
o83 to fight with the Federal Gov-
‘rnrnent,

The line of policy t.hoy adopt is of
ourse the business of the Conserva-
ive party, Federal or provingial, but
5 should be understood that the dis-
ntegrating tacties they are now pur-
uing in Canaeda at large are purely
1atters of théir own policy, and in
0 way related to.the prineiple of
rovinecial rights which the Liberal
arty first enunciated, and which it
tands to defend.  That principle the
‘onservatives denounced and yiolated
‘hen ‘in power and-that theyabuse
4 to the country’s harm is the best
roof that they do not understand it
et, It is perhaps an unavoidable in-
ident of> our form of government that
; offers the provincial demagogue an
pportunity to win popularity by pos-
1g as the defender of his province
gainst some ‘faneied encroathment of
\ But it is the one
veakness which miore than ‘any other
areatens the selidarity ‘of 'this- Do-

af friénds the enemy lmm u,su!a At

aunt!& loanty to the Dommwn

i A

THE WEALTHY MR* RUSSELL.
There ia tronble in the camp.-
'pposition finandier “is ‘wroth. ‘V[r.
yiivid Russell,"the side partner of Mr,
fugh Graham in providing the spon-
ulix for the party of purity, is dis-
arbed in epirit and cates not who
nows- about. it. . On.the’contrary he
3_anxious that some péople. should
Recognizing this,” the
Ientreal correspondent of -the.Torons
o World comes to:the -relief of -the
wcharged financier. gnd-the f{ollow:
1g despatch is the result:

Montreal, Deec. 24.—“If there is
one man more indignant than an-
other, it is David Russell; the object
of his wrath being -H. C. MdLeod,
general manager of the Bank of
Nova Scotia, and all the trouble is
overa statement made by Hon: Mr.
Pugsley re. the famous $100;600' Cons
servative election fund, It appears
that Hugh Graham’s note for/$100,-
000 was éndorsed by -Russe}ll * and
discounted at the ‘Bonk of - Nova
Scotia,- the proeeeds going 'to New
Brunswick, as desctribed.

. “When the. minister of public
works referred to'this matter on the
stump: there was a general belief,
owing to the minister’s clese person-
al relations with the latter, that he
had peached, altiiough every man
personally ‘acquaintéd with David
Russell ‘will believe that he is:far
above any such action, It.is aleg-
ed, however, that McLeod had told
Hunt, the Montreal manager of the
Bank ‘of Nova:Scotia, that® Ruséell
had given away the sndp . te, the
Hon. B. F, Pearson of Halifax, and
that the vroprletor of the: Chronicle
had passed along the mformatwn to
DBr. Pugsley. - X ek ¢

“Mr. Russell, naturally mdlgnant
wrote to_Pearson $. ;unong le%er,
demmdttg -an -apology: However; |
the M:L.A. for - ‘Colchester wrote
back that he had dertainly never
said Russell had ' ‘given him- the in:
tormation, Later on, however, when
Mr. Pugeley and Mr. Pearson were
ifi” Montreal, - these two  gentlemen,
when confronted: by Mr, Russell,
déclared that MeLeod was the man
who had shown to"Mr.: Pearson a
copy of Bussoll's -account with the
Bank of Nova Beotin; and as'a goad
perty mien Peafson had. wired ‘the
m{ormahon to tbe Hon Mr Puga-
1og .t o N PRI ]

_Jeast is the stand of the
Btar, the organ of Mr. Russell’s con-
.frere in the business of providing the

| tidn tactics.

‘has upon the esteem vt the legislators,

| prieties, it is from him the explana-

| erament 'has &hown ne overwhelming

L of the meat bul ness in that Prcmuee

‘turped the ‘beef business of Alberta

" Jig- coﬂtxetion thae it

.Mr Russell is angry; ﬁul obnmd,"
bechuss some ons told about the share
he took in filling the purdes of = the
‘Opposition” workers. = The “alfegation
that “he had done -so he could- not
dény; that -he did: so in - the man-
ner ~described he did mot attempt to
question; the cause of his wrath was
that: the public had been told about
it. According to ‘Mr. B.usseﬂ ‘the of-
fence consisted not in the doing, but
in the getting caught,

This 'is itself suggastive. - It~ thia
fund were legitimately raised for legx-
timate purposes, why should any con-
tiibutor be angry that his share in
raising it should become known? On’
the contrary, might he not claim that
in so doing he merely backed his
opinions by his wealth, that from pa-
triotic metives he provided money to
be legitimately used in furthering the
public policy he believed to be for
the  country’s advantage? ‘Such at
Moéntreal

wherewithal -for the Opposition elec-
Not so with Mr, Rusgell
thongh. - He ruffled at the mention of
his name in connection with the New
Brunswick fund and has béen growing
warmer with each subsequent ally.
gion,

“Why “this thus-uess’’? Waa there
something improper in the raising of
the money, or was it in the purpose to
which it was intended, angd for which
it was used? Mr. Russell considers it
an.insult to be publicly associated
with the fund; the fund must there-
fote- have been secuied by disreput-
ahle means or expended for disreput
able - purposes. . That =~ Mr.  Hugt
Graham had the privilege of giving a
note for $100,000 no one disputes, and
that Mr. Russell had the right to en-
dorse’ it if he wanted to, no one will’
deny; but why ‘then should the en-
dorser be &0 averse to having his part
in the transaction made known? Was
there a ‘“‘consideration” for the giver
or the endorser, and if so, what was
it? Or. was it simply that the fund
was designed and used'as a eorruption
fund? * In either evert the wrath of
Mr. Russell is understandable;. other-
wise it id beyond. comptrehension why
he should be annoyéd"' bHecause his
name appears among the contributors.

PREMIER ROBLIN’S SURPRISE.

Premier Roblin professes ‘surprise
that the Alberta Gowernment should
have given publicity@o the report of
thé Beef Coromissioh”before present-
ing it to the Législatures This  is
contrary te his notionof courtesy. He
#ven’ declares: that iig. would e\cpec«t
aYote ‘of eansure, fuan the-House u4
he- “did Suelg a thmgn\ “he:éfote the
people of Manitoba must poégess their
souls in patiendce ufffil ‘the Tgisla-
tuze assembles.,

Doubtlesd ‘it will b{pmnful mt’elh—
gence to Alberta’s Minister ofl Agri
culture to -learn ‘that:- he has “filled
Premier - Roblin with consternation
and-jarred his concéption of the pro-
prieties, Eqnélly pained will he be to
learn ‘how slender a Yold Mr: Roblin

that for so small ~an  olence- 'they
would inflict ‘upony> him -their censure:
At the same time it can -only be’re-
garded .as evidence:of-the. unesmpro-
mising Toryism whieh pertaing in the
Parliamentary ehamber of that Prov-
ince that preeedence. is regarded be-
fore the public,interest, and establish-
ed custom js held above -the conduct
of the beef business.

Baut to be gandid, what higd the Leg-
islatyire -of ‘Alberta tozo with the Beefl
Commission that thé report should
have been first.perused by that body?
The Commission was not appointed by
Act of the Lagmlature, buf by . order
in council. . 'From :the ' Government
they received their authority; to' the
Goyernment it was their business to
report,: On-the initiative of the Gov-
ernment. they were asked to investi-
gate; it lay with the Government as
ta how their report. could best. meet
the public ends, The course chosen
by the Alberta Government is thor-
oughly in accord with constitutiohal
privilege and ‘with practice; the privi-
lege of his position and the practice
of goyernments call. upon Premier
Roblin to follow their example. Why
then “his shyness about reve.ahng the
Manitoba xeport to ‘the ‘curious’ pub:
lic2. And.why the protestations of
surprise that the Alberta Government
hag: not been equally timorous?” It is
Premier Roblin who viclates the_pro-

tions are’ due.

From” the fhret- M&&nmﬁ-% .
dssire to turs: the light en-the conduot
When ‘the' Beei Commission buga.n

segsions in Mumtoba the ubiquitous
Counsel whose g8arching queries*had

inside out was’ dispensed with, and
teplaced by another gentleman whose
cunosny was_ by no means cemmen-
sarate, - 16 ‘soon became a settled pub-
Oomm wn~

ers learned., SEhg R

credxt wonld beloxx: to themeslm
When the Manitoba sessions had ‘con-
cluded, the ‘Oommieison - faded- from
the public view:ina manner strongly
suggesting that fhey- had beén-entieed
into the. political shrubbery -of that
Province:  Finally they éemérged andf|
submitted their reports. -But the pub:
lic were not yet to be fully informed,
Premier Roblin’s delicate regard for
the deference due. the Legislature
would not permit their report on the
Manitoba .conditions to be published
until some remote and unspecified
daté.
‘conditions in Manitoba before the
Commission begafh work, it is a eafe
guess that conditions thére now are
such that the law could not interfere;
otherwise the meat dealers of Mani-
toba are a singularly slothful class of
business men.

A paragraph in the Alberta report
expresses regret that so far as this
Province was concerned the seope: of
inquiry. was Hmited. The conduct of
the business within this Province was
fully examined, but beyond this Prov-
ince and from the standpoint of thid
Provinee' the Commissioners were not
permitted to pursue the inquiry suffi-
ciently far. Was Premier Roblin the
lion in their path? One thing is eer-
tain; the meéat business of the West
centres in Winnipeg. :1f the Cominis-
sioners were ' baulked iz Winnipeg
they would be limited in their inquity
precisely as they declare they were
limited. That they were blocked in
this ~particular manner they..do not
say; .but their language would bear
the interpretation that interference of
some kind or other in Manitoba pre-
vented . them pursuing their inquiry
far enough to be conclusive. Premiéer
Roblin’s reticence in publishing their
finding in Manitoba is strong evidence
that, this interpretation is the correct
one.  His expressed surprise that the
Alberta Government shounld have fol-
lowed the practice in such cases will
deceive no one; Premier Roblin is the
man who has violated the rules- of
the game, Did he do o for nothing?

DIVERTING CARS FROM.  CANA:
DIAN TRADE.

From Saskatoon came a despatch a
few days ago reporting something very
like a riot at the town of Asquith.
Asquith is situated on the C.P.R.
ghort-line about twenty-five miles west
of ‘Baskatoon. The cause of the trouble
was -a - shortage of .cars for ship-
ping” wheat - and - . the trouble
was increased rather than diminishied

when a etring of empties which arriv-
ed .were turned over to the eleyaters,
though' the. farmers” had”  previpusly
taken ‘Possassion 4t themn and bégun

the-proceedings- thus-:

“‘Saskatoon, Dec. 23.—There- was
“great excitement in Asquith *Satur-
“day night over the grain congestion.
“The situation was somewhat relieved
“Thursday: by the arrival of  thivty.
“empties.  The news quickly spread
“among the farmers and the elevators
“filled again: - The C.P.R. rushed.a
“large number of cars Saturday for
“the Asquiih elevators, Seventy farm-
‘ers, “who-had“gathered, - rushed . .for
“the ears as soon ag the trained near-
“ed “the -town, each arméd with' a
“small ‘sack of .wheat, which “they
“threw into the ears as a sign of pos-
“session. A -general stampede follow-
“ed the -stopping of the tmain, in
“which many disputes arose over the
“possession of cars, and. the Mounted
“Police were called on to control the
"ghgry settlers when the cars ~ were
“handed tp the’ elevators '™’

Again, eastern papers to hand con-
tain a lengthy..deépatch from Indian
Head making an.attdack’ on the Grain
Act on the ground that the dishonest
farmer abuses its provisions by tie-
ing up cars until he needs them. The
contention of this article is that the
farmers crowd. the order book with
orders for cars that they will not need
for weeks, that this prevents the ele-
vators securing the cars, and “cripples
“the ‘railways by depriving them’ .of
“thé use of mueh of their rolling stock
“and injures the Northwest at large
‘“‘by delaying the export of g good
“deal of -the crop till the jollowing

prlng. “The spectacle touches the
Fpﬁy of the corréspondent, and e
adds: “This fall the aelay has’ been
“particularly exasperating and costly.
“It was important that the damaged
‘“grain, - the grain fit only for, feed,
“which might at any mément ge bad

““aiickly a8 possible” to the Temkfern’
"{’:'ovinces Every day’s detention
“méant’ loss to the farmer or graih
“‘buyer. Yet from the time the grain
“began. to. ntove in October down ‘to
“the close of'mavigation thousands of
“oars op ‘the Canadian” Pacific ‘lifies
“were stalled at loading platforms as
“effectually as though they had bBeen
“caught’ in ‘a snow- blockade, " It ‘wad
“nothing short of an'outrage on the
“railway, ‘and, of -course, intelligent
"isrmers aee that dt was also a great

¢ wrong 3o them,”" - Then. there s the:

agi
o& ﬁﬂer!\ﬁe’

-

xépum}‘m ‘of ¢

fhé"iﬁ’évﬁable ‘corichusion’  of coutree’

Whatever may have be:n the!

th'at the Grain Aet mudt be amended
{o prevent the farmers getting the cars|
they want.  Thig is how it is put:
“Phe question is' how to protect the
‘farmaer, and protect him well, with-
ouf imjuring the elevater man or im-
“peding the work of the railways. The
“grain laws of Minnesota and. Dakota
“provide for an equal distribution of
“cars between 1otdmg platform“and
tiglevator at the potset, but thereaﬂ‘tr
“cdre - are aletted according ‘to &q*
Hquantity of wheat Jikely to be ship-
“ped from each, As a'rule; this gives
“both a fairand justsupply.  The Do-
“minion Parliament must-amend our
£Aét forthwith™ without = prejudicing
“any interest, however high er how-
“ever humble,- for its defects and the
‘‘abuse to which it lends itself have
“now become intolerable,”

Yet again, during the past week
there came a despatch irom Spokane,
Washington, announcing- that - the
C.PR. had decided to permit its cars
to run across the boundary into the
Western  States when loaded with
coal; this when orders for a hundred
cars for the Western Canadian‘trade
remained unfilled. Very naturally the
Spokane correspondent regarded this
as. a splendid thing ‘for the western
States ‘and also as very satisfactory
to the mine-operators mear the boun-
dary.” The Spokane despatch reads:

“Spokane, Wash., Dec. 23.—Impor-
“tant to the mines in the Alberta eoal
“PBelt, ‘tributary to’ the northwest pro-
“vinces and the Spokane country, is
“the decision of the Canadian Pacific’
“railway company to permit its cars
“fo run seuth of ‘the . internatiohal
“boundary whgn loaded with coal,
“means that during thg Tmiext five
“months the Lundbreck collieries will
“be oceupied in supplying-fuel to the
“distriet, and that the output will be
“largely increased. Héretofore the

markets south of the border have
“been «compelled to depend upon for-
‘‘eign cars in transit westward to be
“loaded with lumber and other pro-
““ducts for-eastern shipment, Thenew
“policy will- enable the Alberta mines
“‘to fill orders for coal that-have been
“piling up for two months. = Andrew
“Laidlaw, of the Galbraith " Coal com-:
‘“pany, operating in the Alberta dis-
“trict, says that his toncern ‘was the
“first to take advamtage of the new
“order, the company loading four cars
“for Spokane the first day. The com-
“pany’s mew plant has enabled: - the

“colliery ‘to fill ‘many ;orders  for the
“iCanadian market, and the P press!

“from - that ouarter. is materially. re-
‘Jaxed, although orders for more than
"lﬂb cdrs are unﬁljcd et

'

aay frceze;

X V

alfad whether he shipped in Novembe:
ot March the Company collected the
same freight eharges; if the people on
the prairies wanted coal they could
only import it over the C.P.R. lines,
and a delay of a month or so made
ne. differenee in “the Company’s re-
ooipts from its carriage, Whenever
this business was done it could only
ba-done over the C.P.R. and when- it
was done made no difference in the
L‘;P.R,’s profits, Naturally, therc-
fore it was'not done when other busi-
neds offered which could be done only
during certain seasons. Such business
offers in’ plenty across the border dur-
ing’ the fall’and wearly. winter; wheve.
fore “the C.P.R.;é‘ends»'itu ‘cars into
this foreign trade-at. the. time they
ave needed in the'home trade, know-
‘ing that the latter eannot be lost to
them, but that the ofher must he
secured now or never, This is the
policy from which the western" grain
growerg are suffering to-day. They
would: suffer still mere but for the
restrictions placed on that policy by
the Grain Aect. 'That the Company is
ty make wrar on the Act simply means
that they want to extend the policy
ot reaching ior ioreien business when
it offers and attending to home busi-
ness when they get ready, In the
meantime, of- course, the farmer's
grain may deteriorate or his family
but these are incidents
that do.not count heavily in the cgl-
culations of the C.P.R:
e

Torontp Globe—At Hamilton cn Sat-
trday last Geo.” E. Foster was as
gloomy -as some of these Daember
dav Among other things he said:—

Toda) was @ critical perind finan-
cml!v in Canada, and the governmeut
had done nothing to meet iz, The
government had’ taken money {row:
the people, and had recklassiy . juand-
ered it in a way never betr-e seen in
Canada. It had been spent in graft
and in feeding the rake-off men, and
Mr. Fielding today was paying 7 per
cent. to the Bank of England, as he
dare not go into the open market to
borrow. He had mnot made prepara-
tions to meet the obligations which
would ‘fall due in two years, and this

would place Canada in an extremely
serious position, as the result of waste-

ful expenditure and mismanagement

of the. country’s affairs.”
.- It=was -“well ‘he said *“‘today,” be-

cause - in the issue of the Montreal
Star for.the very day-on -which Mr.

Foster’s complaint was - published
there appeared a cablegram from its
London- corfespondent under the head-
ing “Canadian ‘Bonds Well Recéived.”

t-read- as follows:— -

“London;, :Dee.  16—The Dominicn
government -loan of -one ‘and one-half
million -sterling has - been }

Sn-full i Bhis.

the loan was well appreciated - >
British pubhc «despite >the monéy
stringency.”

I other words; at- thexmoment Mr.
ster -was saying: that - Mr. Fielding

loading {hem: “The despatch dederibes}-

-of.'cars is’'te.be further curtailed by

M — . Fa o Mtdgte nob go: outmwtheopenmarht
o betrow, Mr:* Fielding had already
doated a loan of $7,500,000 on the-f.on-
Ldon . market, and. the  subseriptions
showed that, notwithstanding  the
money. stringenty, the English invest-
ing ‘public showed their appreciation
of Canadian securities by snapping
them up.

The effort of Mr. Foster and his
friends to make political capital out
of the prevailing financial contraction
is not creditabie to them. The sound-
ness -of Conditiens in Canada as eom-
pared .with the United States has st-
tracted- the attention of - the public
both in.Britain and the United States.
The only croaking being done is that
which proceede from Mr. Foster "and
the public men and -newsvajers in
this country following him-in his un-

Three vcd‘nditionb‘ b f;ére set out;
the western grain “shipment is retarfl-
&4 because the C.P.R. fails to provxde
sufficient cars to the 'farmers who
have grain to ship; the railways and
clevator-men are muking war on. the
Grain Act to prevent the farmer get-
ting' even as many cars- as he now
receives; -and the usufficierit supply

diverting €-P.R. cars to handle for-
eign trade.  Thege are not isolated or
unrelated .incidents.: They are corre-
lative and eomplementary.. They all
originate ity the. failure. of the C.P.R.

. “in: trapsit, .should . be hurried as{

"miliar, . For

‘Azaffic reasonably .well in the busy

to-supply. sufficient cars to handle the
business of ‘the country durimg the
busy seasons and in the refusal of the
company to/even devote the cars they
have to this bnsiness. The Company
consistently avows its inability to
build cars; fast enough to handle“the
Western tmde; vet ‘the Compzmy da-
pletés the supply available for that
trade by shipping scores of cars out of
the country. The piarie country is
practically dependent for fuel on ‘the
haulage capacity of the C.P.R.; yet
while a hundred cars of fuel are need-
éd on the prairies, C.P.R. cars are
sent to Spokane loaded with Canadian
coal.. “The: farmers” of ‘Saskatchewan
are at the point of desperation bevatse
they cannot get cars enough to carry
away their grain; yet the Company
demand that- they be allowed to give
the farmers fewer cars. It is difficult
to reeist the conclusion that if this de-
mand . wereé. complied with, ‘the cars
tbus released would also be sent to
earn money in Washington, while the
farmers of Saskatchewan shipped their
wheat when they might and secured
their fuel when the could. ~

There is-nothing new either. in the
circumstance that the CP.R. has not

enough cars.to handle. ' the western
trade, ner that the cdrs the Company

has are largely devoted.to-the earrymg hree- Qﬁerg
“buiness of ‘the Urited Shitas ™ %ﬁi

Bottr'
eonditions- have ‘become painfully fa-
nearly a decade ' the
C:P:R. has Néver had in any one year
enough ¢ars o handle the Canadian

season; yet during every one of those
busy seasuns C.P.R. cars have been

hauling coal from the mines along thej ]
boundary to peints in the western |

~of ‘Westery[»wee:

Btates. v The ‘business
Canadaavas busihess that helonged tg
the. C.P.R: beyond petadventure; -if
the farmers hud*s;wumlpbe
ofily” ship “it* over ‘the GFR

.13th,

o~
lmes

patriotic course,

360,000 ACRES TRANSFERRED.

By. Dominion Government to Mani-
toba—More in Course of Transfer.

Ottawa, Dec. 31.—During the pres-
ent year the Dominion Government
has transferred to the Province of
Manitoba over 360,000 acres of lands.
found to be swamp lands, by orders
in council for the months of January,
August, September and December.
On January 14th there were trans-
ferred 116,475.82 acres. On August
192 acres were transferred; on
Sept. 26, 160 acres, and on Decembe:
4th there were comeyed to the prov-
ince 247,607.82 acres, making a- total
for this year of 367,415.64. There are
485,894.78 acres more in course of
:Nm:fer to Manitoba at the present
ime

SPENCER LEAVES C. N. R.
—t

Manager of Eastern Lines Resigns to
Look After Private Interests.

Toronto, Dec.30—C. W. Spencer,for
two and a half years general manager
of Mackenzie & Mann’s lines east of
Fort William, - has - resigned’ and ac-
cording to his own -statenfent, will
spend - his time looking aftef his pri-
vate interests, which now assume
large proportions. 'Mr. Mann was very
kind in releasing me, though my con-
tract was for two and a half years
longer, He denied that he was going
to take a position with any other
railroad, though he stated he had
W= B Barelay has been

ed ‘general miBager of lines in
the ‘Maritime Provincés, but no one
as far as ig known, has been appoint-
ed in Quebec and Ontano

Married Women to Vote.
Toronto, Dec. 29—The council today
decided, to ask the legislature to en
act that married women owning pro-
perty in their own right should have
mumcxpal franchise
I

nother Railway From Minnesota.

- Fort Lrancxs Ont., Dee¢. 30.—It i
‘repiorfed here that. another railw ay is
to ‘start from Deer Rivar, Minnesota.

»’mdmg fo. the mtemat)onul boundary

This #ould “make three rail-
ways.

THREE CHI
ARE D

Nova Scotia Parents H
Their Children in th
Were Skating and t

Halifax, Dec. 2
red at<Lower N
yesterday. Muv. ¢
noit went t6 Christm:
villdge churc
not 't0° go on th
the =zeaution tl
skating on th
returmnc in
missing famil
hole:in the ice.
and 7, were di

Bovis Fat 1I

St. John, N.B., D
well, a ten year ol
River stati
Southern 1:
from drink
other boys w
station nmi di
git and dran
quences.  The I:
father, named (
Wome; Demand a Pol
Denver, Dec. 26— It
of Colorado are entitled
egate -to the Democrati
vention,” says Milton ¢
of the State Democrat
mittee. ““In fact, if t}
the delegates women, I
Mr., Smith stands re
anything to the advoes
frage, and, if he is pd
in the selection of deld
tain that a woman wil
number who will repres
the big convention in D
“Of . course,” contin
“you must know that
nct partic¢ipate in the
heavy committees. She
all night with ring]
mitteemen- do swear so
duties, pérhaps, wdbuld
duous.”

Women politicians of (
a woman must be a me
gation from Colorado. T
a simple request that 3
be named, but make a
gates will not he selee
June, and there will he
to fight the matter out.
Helen Gréenfell, for sof
nent among women polj
rado, seems to have the

Goes to Land of

Boston, Dec.
Agassiz,. director and
Harvard Museum, will
dition . to Central Afy
short time for the pu
ing his already extensi
xeangahon The deta

bt Peon fally

26.—P




