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^ HR average man standing in the f r :« of the
B public g iz-* would Ik* to timid and ov.•-■«. me by 

the aspect of critical brows to take ary" original 
or independent action. The average man. again, 

who would muster up the courage to act upon hi-* own 
Initiative would he quelled by the st<<: tn of opposii. u: tnd 
ridi'uie. and would quickly tly to the cover of obscurity.

It takes an exceptionally strong man to uare pidl.c 
criticism and riilieulc. and tiien actually relish the criti­
cism and laugh back at the laughing public. A man who 
was simply audacious wculd find li.s position a shoal of 
ti ..fling sand.

To do what William of Germany has done In his land 
m l "get away with it" is a proof of the large caliber 
r f roe man. He pretends to be an art cri.ic and even 
u » * a little drawing on his own account, wh eh ho dubs 
n. t. a - takes the baton fr<m the hands of bis best band- 
r... -:?ro when a rendition does not suit him; he mounts 
t’.i • ,> r’pit of the German churches In the robes of a mln- 
1- v.- and delivers sermons, as well c.s the best, h • wovild 
ai-urt you. He handles a yacht in the races at Kiel. IIo 
dvinl.ic'rs the army, weara the uniform and is act.ve in 
all things militant.

X t satisfied with this part, he wants to be the peace 
crirr-r , f the world. Then he Is. above all. the emperor 
t. hit a flr.gcr and an opinion in everything, social, politic^ 
cr diplomatic, that happens In his realm.

£e i.'on all this with a tendency to spasmodic displays 
of . o. y and- L^-bllH,*. .and .., -»*■ lù in
ni. narchs, William II.

ile is vulnerable at a dozen points. The artists of 
Germany Indignantly refute his Judgment in art and 
refuse to exhibit v.here he is an arbiter. The musicians 
Lscume the same attitude. Th»? statesmen spank higt 
jublicly whenever possible, and yet he is the same untir­
ing, ever-assured William, always ready to lend a hand 
where he Is wanted, and silll readier to take a hand 
w". ».e he is not wanted.

,(. WliA- rii.. t'UlH 1 U>' VIEW?

V.Tiat sustains him in his attitude is the problem 
gome say it Is conceit—a blind, ignorant, unthinking con­
ceit that does not know when it is ridiculous. But here is 
xvhere the kais-r proves hlnv elf m ire subtle than the 
v r id dreams or imagines He does know when he is 
ridi; u.ous. for he has made the ridicule of his person and 
his actions a study, it is a study which he relishes 
txem ‘nd'.usly. moreover.

For years tne G rman comic journals and those of 
ail Suiopu have been printing uamatures of his actions, 
gome of them are frightful, s me s'ingin-*. sufficiently so 
to ueprive any man of assurance and courage for years 
t » come. But William 1 aa collected them ail and treas­
ures them. He believes in them. a**d it would be difficult 
to say how much they have meant to him in the conduct 
if his affaiis and the affa.rs if the state.

They are the truest index of popular feeling, and 
William is clever en-ugh to study the currents of popular 
fee.lng at ull seasons. There s nothing which better tends 
t sfiow a man how strong he is. or how weak, where he 
L well fortified and where he Is open to attack, than these 
very* carloatur -s; and th.s the German emperor has 
appreciated. If !••* wrp ever, conceited, a perunal of the 
■'cnnic journals might teach him his to«ly so briefly and 
peremptorily that i.o con* vit could . land against it.

The man vh> can pic*- up a hi fetus cartoon of him- 
telf engaged In a pet work which the cartoon makes 
lidiculoua anj.1 laugh at it .uu.selt— he may have assur­
ance. he may tie a gijantic bluffe/." but there is no 
stupid conceit in his syst m.

Several years ago a book was published in Germany 
which showed William in a most d.sr^ jectfui iight in its 
llius'ratlons. An affrighted magistrate attempted to have 
the Look suppressed and the copias con fiscal ?d. The 
emperor himself intervened and said peremptorily, ‘ That 
took must not be suppressed."

He calls the collection of caricatures which he poa- 
rosses "L4y Gai.ery of Caricature." and his only criticism 
in that the artists da not seem to be able to catch the 
characteristic cast of his feuture^Jn any of thc.r works. 
They draw the mustu he an J the helm t, and st em to 
think that any species of features will pass if pi iced in 
the setting of his warlike whiskers. He says that the 
artists who make themselves so tree with your face and 
figure should at least be made to work a little resem­
blance into their caricatures, so that me does not hav-*

he guided atone by the label attached.
Ha says, when treating these carto«.ns in a more 

s- nous v in. t.-at lie believes a people should have the 
liberty of cri’klslrig and pointing out the flaws in a man 
or an institution quite freely, so long as their work is not 
of a purely mai.eloua nature. When it engenders unjust 
disrespect, however, ho thinks that the man in public life 
has a right to demand as much protection as the private 
cittsen, and should not be exposed to an unreasonable 
attack and degradation—all of wlilch sounds quite reason­
able and sane.

"The sketches of a ruler." says he, "or of any other 
eminent person, which are put before the public ought to 
tell something forcefully, U they are caricature, and not

le done fur the purp se of ridicule. That is self-evident, 
for to moke a man rili?u!ovs fur no purpose is to hold his 
iH ’i* r- up to co-tempt, and I shall never be willing »o 
le ieve th.it any German, unde- the pretext cf carica 
turir.g his sovereign, will have the bad taste to put him 
in a grotesque or shameful light, or will allow sentiments 
t a in his work which are be! w the standards of
a se-lf-r specting man.

“SOVEREIGN NO LESS THAN A MAN”
‘T»r being a sv.ereign is no loss than being a man, 

and th -ref- re the rul *r ought t • have the ri ;h: cf defend­
ing himself as all others do. If Louis XVI had never 
b*en represented as a pig. with bottles of wine in his 
hand, it Is possible that he w uld n 'ver have mounted 
the s'-iffjld. Caricatures have to be genuinely bitter and 
misleading to induce a people to do injustices, and th-m 
they are wrong, and should be rigorously suppressed as 
inimical t ^ the wellbeing of the state. But then I think 
that, whether the ruler is a monarch or the president cf 
a republic, criticisms should be given free course, for

fr&r?C& Surreyïny rfre. frnparoro fortr^/to -arZ-s»
Ber/r'n frpoo/Wo/?- from /['eue/asr&cS&fec/? . 3er/>r?

that is only a natural right. Privately, a man has the 
right to amuse himself with any sort of oketene* wra t* 
gives him satisfaction. I am aware that th^ artists clubs 
in Munich preserve farcical histcrics < f m * in rhe i *-m 
of svri s of sketc.ies. but they are kept secret. When 
caricatures aie oubliai e'. h v- v->- • >■ - -
ferei" ; light, and we ha*-- the right to look into their

spirit and purpose.
If it gives the people of Germany any satisfaction to 

caricature their sovereign, I shall never intorfer.- in any 
farhion whatsoever. As the king of Prussia I realize my 

~r.<1 the consoling f°afire -f ?he sk^tchns whl *h 
1° ♦'*'*♦ *h»v attack or --rtrav n r1 th^r

ti?an the rul t. the emperor of Germany.
"An! sin'o th>*>e -hinr.e are allowed to pass, I love to 
♦bom with a mnllv T- n 1 ioke on myself rather than 

the same pictures devoid cf all humor. Ilk»* the bad paint- 
lr.gs^wh.-h -< irrlsh the walls of our gal eries.

fir c iri-itvre of William which appeared In

Where the Widows OcttJls Dej*t IIerriiis>
lucky or unlucky widows, as thy case may be, each 
resident is allowed 200 tish during the “run,” 
which begins early in April. But these arc taxed 
25 cents per 100.

IT PAYS to be a widow in Pembroke, Mass. 
At least in one respect it does.

For Pembroke, so far as known, is the 
only town in the country that grants a 

bounty to widows.
Partly to compensate for the loss of marital

joys and, possibly, the accompanying loss of in­
come, the town allows each bereft woman 100 
herrings a year.

As the town owns it own weirs, it is always 
able to make good in fine style. In addition to the 
<<bounties,” which are claimed yearly by about fifty

AS THE weirs are lawn property, an ordinance 
providing that 10.000 herrings be takeu from 
each season's catch and returned to the lake 
is rigidly observed. But whoever of the 350 

residents of Pembroke and Hanson may find himself 
deprived of his share, the widows are certain of ob­
taining theirs.

Lively scenes are enacted as the residents rush to 
the brook where the Ashing is done. Oftentimes ai 
many as twenty-five and thirty are awaiting their 
turn, but no one can start in getting the herrings 
ahead of his number. John La Farge sees to it that 
everything is carried out according to the regulations.

The brook bears the name of Barker stream, 
after a family which settled there In the early part of 
the seventeenth century, within a stone's throw of 
the weirs.

Barker stream, or brook, as It has been called in 
latter years, flows into the North river at the Marsh­
field boundary, but the place Where the old home­
stead used to stand la the only one In Its entire length 
where fishing le permitted.

From 40.000 to 60.000 herrings are taken from the 
brook every year, but the only fish sold of thle 
number are the ones which are left by the house­
holders who do not care to take their share of them. 
These are disposed of to merchants, the revenue going 
to the town treasury.

The or.e entitled "ViHi.mi and Lieutenant Willy" is 
another bl >w at the emp.Tcr 3 supposed conceit. He Is 
sii wn presenting a modal to liiinsêll". attired in the uni­
form of a P.riT=h oT.cer. and congratulating himself on 
his campa1 un against the Bo *ra.

Li t-tige B aet'er's cart' on showing him riding through 
th»' air in tl*.-• cue-tum • of the navy as the master and 
solution of universal pr. bloms is another blow at his 
assurer tion.

Whatever extravagant o- whimsical n :tion the 
emp ror takes is certain to be echoed in one cf the 
German papers, and yet the e.nperor laughs at them and 
persists in whatever he roes fit. It is certain, however, 
that he has a d eper pu*n>'s« than the tickling of his 
fancy in collecting his caricatures They probably act 
as a weather vane for his movements, and serve, more- 

* ever, to siippte.cs whatever ccnceit can find harborage 
about th«* persi-n of si clever a man.

There is still another way to look at this matter. 
There arc many people who would rather be spoken of 
with contempt, op, robrlum or positive dislike than be 
totally ignored. Perhaps the kaiser regards these 
cartoons as a means to advertisement. He may even 
l>e guilty of cultivating these awful mustaches for 
the sole purpose of fa iiitatlng caricature. So that 
the kingdom « f Prussia may r.ot be buried In a 
shadow of oblivion, the energetic kaiser may consider 
it worth while to do his little "stunts" and attract 
jvu rnalistlc . a- lentio n.

I;;'.a0i.;c vu*«lLZ::l. g the offijc-» cf king and public 
ml! It is like beirg the clown who performs on the 
outside of a sideshow as a sample of what may be 
found inside.

The kaiser’s enemies would probably say that the 
out side performance did little justice to the empire 
ut large. At any rate, the kaiser is probably the best. 
Known monarch in Europe today, and largely through 
tile criticism ar.d satire to which hit person has been 
subjeitvd In and ..ut of the • ...pire.

Every time gives ;• v1?? of ->me r.ew
idiosyncrasy tiie whole world Is‘informed of It; every 
tomic i aj or in Germany comes out with a display of 
grotesque cartoons. Foreign journals copy them, and 
the whole matter. If It is no more than a new 
aphorism, is iyct e thoroughly advertised than the 
latest variety of shaving soap.

All the while the kaiser is sagely delivering his 
diet urns on tha right and wrong jf cartoons and 
BwCicily winking at his image In the mirror.

It takes a wise man to make a public clown of 
himself and at the same time maintain in his person 
the dignity of a monarch What the world regards 
as William's oonctlt n;aj be no more- than the manner 
a man must assume who would advertise his nation 
with one hand through his personality and rule the 
same nation w*th the other.

There is 111.le avail, however. In a long-distance 
analysis of a king'., u.ot.tes. The real point :s that 
the Kaiser cullec.s his cartoons and likes them. Why 
Lu dues it and wh.. he likes them can only be sur­
mise-1. At ail events, the kaiser is not stupid, and the 
one who wousd pi-j m.o his motives must go deep.

Unbottiing a Snake
A NATURALIST relates in a London paper his 

experience In taking a snake out of a bottle. 
He says: "One of tne first poisonous snakes I 

ever possessed was brought to me in a brandy bottle, 
and after twisting and shaking and tapping it for an 
i.ut-r without avail 1 grew im,.auvr.

-The tail J-st then happened to protrude about half 
an inch, so 1 seized it with my fingers, and, rapidly 
v. awing the bo». , through the other hand, had the 
r-ptile safely L. my grip benind his ueath-uealmg 
jaws, now dis'e: <le»l with anger.

• But the lid of mv snake box was shut over, and 
I could not draw it back with one hard, so 1 was 
obliged to let him slip back ir.to the bottle again.

‘Having set the box all in order for the new- 
comer's reception. I once more essayed to lay hold of 
him by the tail; hut now. m»;st provoklngly. no 
u.nuunt of maneuvering would bring that useful 
member to the top.

"Another half hours unsuccessful angling con­
verted mv impatience Into desperation, and at length, 
when I saw the tail protruding about two Inches from 
the mouth of the bottle. I stuck my forefinger in 
recklessly to try to secure it.

“This was hopeless, as I might have known; but 
It certainly did cool mv spine a little when I dis­
covered on attempting to withdraw it that my finger 
was jammed.

*T pulled, wrenched, twisted it with all my might, 
for the brute was raising its head and its flickering 
tongue was rapidly approaching the unhappy digit 
that involuntarily corked up his prison.

"I gave a final tug. the violence of which nearly 
dislocated all my phalanges; but It was no use. and 
with a yell 1 raised the bottle high in the air. In­
tending to smash it on the edge or my bunk.

"I distinctly felt the snake, momentarily Inverted, 
fall on the end of my finger; but as I flung mv hand 
up the bottle slipped off and fell on the decl«S-behind 
me. fortunately without breaking.

"By the time I pic. ed It up the snake was half­
way out. hissing furiously with rage and fright, and 
I had Just time to thrust it Into the box.

"If I had not been flurried I should probably hav* 
been able to extricate my finger with very little diffi­
culty. It Is of the utmost importance never to loss 
presence of mind when dealing with these things."

Germany was do^e by A. Durrer for Simplicissimus. ar.d 
wes published in Munich. It showed the emperor in naval 
uniform and a line of his battleship*» as a background. 
Fis whole bearing shows arr-'ganc»* and seif-lmoortance. 
High shouldered and "chesty," he has the aspect of the. 
most Impossible type of tyrant. The picture is entitled* 
eimr'y "Him." which in itself Is an effective caption. 
There .-re pâtures showing him gagg»'d. with the whole 
world rejoicing; showing him In the tomb, with Buelow 
rn top am! Germonia t*I-*efu!ly Inscribing the epitaph. 
Th»re are many highly critical of his friendship with 
Edward VIT. There p.re many mûre ridiculing his position 
as. an arbiter of peace and amity.

One famous cartoon at the time of the Buelow con­
troversy shows the stj’eiy form of the emperor, wrapped 
in a military cloak up to his eyes, standing on a waste 
r:a!n with the chancellor, an 1 lie is saying as he indi­
cates a coming storm. "The relrhstag must not be con­
vened. the situation is too critical."

The cart on f-o n Kladderadatsch shows France at 
th > Berlin art exhibition of the soring of saying that 
the "salon wou’d. indeed, be -charming if the painters of 
Berlin had had sum* participation in the artistic mani­
festation." .Wil'iam appears in all his guises here and 
witli his usual assured bearing.

BLOW AT S2LF-ESTEEM

on His Personality
d'T/OME men s/c ro humor in their actions 

, iV and take tltemsd-.es so seriously that 
the atmosphere about tlnir person is 

{. tly frigid. The world ir. general taies 
the emperor of Germany, the renowned 
A idstr IT il helm, to be just such a human 

Sri, igerator, but from ai! evidences it is a 
rank injustice to the belligerent ruler, who 
sees as much fun in his whims as the rest of 
t...’.world.

'iThere are lets of people who can make 
fun of themselves mere or hss sin erely; this 
is no proof of sanity or mental balance, how­
ever. The man who demonstrates his sanity 
is t’e one who ran laugr. with genuine appre­
ciation at the humor others see in hint. A 
man calls himself a clown, a thief, a repro­
bate and what not; but let another cal! him 
the same, even in jest, and the sliny rankles.

Every one is jam liar with the kaiser's 
s '.(-appreciation, h e all know that he ap­
parently thinks there is no one like Willie. 
Again, every one is fam-diar with the f-ight- 
/::/ cartoons of him that appear in the papers 
cf every nation on the face of the earth.

But no one would ever suspect that Will­
iam himself is as gleeful over the distortions 
cf his face and figure as any of his subjects 
or of alien jesters. The truth of the matter 
is, he likes to see them, he hunts them out, 
he even collects ’em.

One would think that after he had looked 
over the thousands of caricatures of himself 
he would be the mest embarrassed and hum­

ble man in the world; instead he relishes 
them. Maybe they will cure him of that 
ineffable self-conceit.

’ Certain it is that William has been much 
less rambunctious of late years than formerly. 
Maybe it’s because the cartoonists have been 
“getting next” to him. Tor he says that, 
while lie approves of honest criticism in cari­
cature, he would quickly resent anything 
that tended simply to make a ruler ridiculous.
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