ADVOCATE, ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND, JUNE 7,

1915—3.

'

Reg

Mr. Morine’

Squires and Blandford Appointed to Maintain a Minor-
1 ity Government Afraid to Face the Peoplein Power
; ---An Infringement of the Spirit of the Constitution---
- Legislative Chamber Not Intended for Defeated

1 Politicians

Pensions

W. White, First Landing
Waiter, H. M. Customs. .

H. J. Haddon, Preventive
Officer, Fortune . ;

Rebecca Oke, Service of
husband, Mechanician

- Widow Buckley, husband
killed whilst giving - ser-
vice at fire .. 3

- Widow Fennessey, husband
killed whilst giving ser-
vice at fire .. ..

t Mr. Morine said: Mr. Kent -has said
nothing whatever against the consti-
utional right to make the appoint-

{ nts referred to, thergfbore, we can

- #smiss the argument to which the

1 Prime AMinister has confined his re-

1 marks. He endeavoured to show that

1 jritish Governments and many Col-

f Governments, ministers have

ld seats in the Upper House. That
> goes without sayving, and without
oving, it is common knowledge. The
£ : e here 1is, that the letter of the
1 aw has been ktretched to cover a
ach of the spirit. The Premier
«aid that Whiteway and Bond held
its in the Legislative Council in

o 1005, though they' were Aattorney

v General and Colonial Secretary re-

t spectively, but he added that the in-
stance was ‘“unusual and extraordin-

That is precisely what we are
now complaining of in relation to the

Ko appointments of Messrs.

( and Squires—they are “unusual and

extraordinary.”
In 1895 the men referred to
n unseated and disqualified,
¢ : mmercial arose, and uander
iexampled  circumstances Messrs.
Whiteway and Bond were given seats
 the Legislative Council for a few
0 months. - The late Hon. Mr. Donnelly,
as long ago as 1874, being then fin-
ial secretary, had a seat in the
Council, but the Receiver
that day had a seat in
The late Hon. Ed. Shea,
being Colonial Secretary, had a seat
the Legislative Council for many
vears. To the presence of one min-
ster or to one or two members of the
('abinet, there can be no reasonable
io objection. To the presence of four
; : members of the Cabinet in the Upper
two being ministers, there is
r ; the strongest possible objection,—
i : there: being contrary to the spirit of
onstitutional practice in this House

nd other Colonies. :

e The Premier has referred to British
L. Governments during the pi/st cena
and has®ointed to th¢ fact that
i many members of such go}'ernments

\is have sat in the House of L . There
he no similarity }aotween the [Ngondi-

s existing in {Colonies and in the
Country in this - particular.
centures the nobility ot
England were thec ontrolling politic-
Many Lords made a voca-
on of political life,—they belonged to

distinet an(lr/powerful class. The
er members of Legislative Councils have
fve no such claim upon the support of the

a people of the Colonies, as the Lords

had
but a
crisis

Legislative
General of
this House.

. 1 1
1< ouse,

1 mry,

n- \ Mother

av For many
power.

vid . d

nd have historically upon the support
as and confidence of the people of Great
Britain.
'y Then the Premier has referred to
es practice in Canada. I wish to tell
m- him, that the Secretary of State is
yut not an important minister. The late
Senator Scott, who held that position,
'oT was a minor member of his Govern-

went, though he was leader of the
Mills had been a member of
Commons for many years.

L.egislative Councils have been toi-
erated in Colonies because they wero
regarded as bodies ‘in which men of
substance and high standing in the
commercial world could find a place
In which to play their part in public
life, without submitting to the hurly-
burly of contested elections. It was

-~ thought that the Councils might form
a sort of balance wheel upon the im-
Petuosity of. the Lower Houses. For
many years appointments to our Leg-
islative Council seem to have been
made with ‘these principles in view,
but they have been abandoned al-
Mmost wholly of late years, judging
from the character of appointments
Made under the present Government.
Men are appointed now who have no
Connection with commercial life. They
are defeated Governmental Candidates
Or men whose claim to a seat is that
they have served the Government well
a5 partisans. I could name several
4ppointments recently made to the
House, for which there is no other
Justification than that these men had
Sérved the party well, and something
had to pe done for them. The Coun-
¢il hag come to be looked upon as a

‘house of refuge”. for unsuccessful
Politicians, . ’

Senate

Blandford ¢

There are now four members of the
Cabinet in the Legislative
out of a total of nine, which is too
large a proportion. Beside the four
Ministers, there is in the Council one
who has great influence with the Gov-
ernment, and who is more responsible

Councit,

(for its existence and for its daily
work than either of the four minis-
‘ters. I refer to the Hon. P. T. Mec-
Grath. It may be said, therefore, that
there are five ministers in this
iHouse and five in the Council. of
‘these five Ministers in the Council,

three, at least, are not the kind of
:men for whom the Council was in-
tended, they ought to be in this
i House, if in either branch of the
Legislature. I should be glad to see
them here, if they could get here, but
they introduce into the Legislative
Council " ideas which are foreign to
tthe basis which is supposed to justify
its existence. They are not men of
commercial standing or experience,
nor are they of the kind likelyyto
control the impetuosity of this House
iby their innate conservatism. By
their mere membership of the Coun
cil they introduce the element of pol-
itical partisanship and personal con-
sideration. They are there, because
they are politicians. The interests of
their party are their interests, and
are their chief concern. That is true,
of course, of members of parties in
this House, but that is not the spirit
or principle upon which a Legislative
Council should be conducted.

The Department of Agriculture and
Justice ought to be represented in
this House by their Ministers. I do not
agree with the Premier’s opinion that
nothing has been lost to the country
by their absence. He has himself
done all he possibly could to prevent
inconvenience, and in consequence
has been weighed down with the am-
ount of detail he has had to attend
to personally. This is not profitable.
His time ought to be given up to the
consideration of the larger matters of
policy.

The Depariment of Agriculture has
the internal resources of the country
wnder its charge. Recently in deal-
with the Products Contract, there
lias been need of the presence of the
Min‘ster of Agriculture hera.
The Ministed of Jutice, if here
would atrend to all the

ing

Ilousc and take upon himself that
veight ot detail which has fallen up-
on the Premier. A large portion of !
our time has been taken up in correct-

g error which would not have oc-
curred had an active Minister of
Justico been gitting here.

I am responsible, I believe for

bringing the present Minister of Agri-
culture into public life. He became
a Member for Bonavista as my col-
league. He and the Minister of
Justice are both my personal friends.
What I have to say about them, there-
fore, cannot be through any personal
dislike. On the contrary, it is apart
altogether from the personality of the
men. Both these gentlemen  were
candidates in the General Election of
1913. After serving their constitu-
ents well for several years they were
defeated by overwhelming majorities,
not upon personal, but upon political
grounds. Notwithstanding this fact,
they were immediately appointed to
the Legislative Council—one was re-
tained in his Ministerial position, and

Justice, in the place of another gentle-
man defeated at the same election.
“The express disapproval of the elec-
tors was overruled by the Govern-
ment. The candidates who had been
disavowed by the people refused the
confidence of the electors were pro-
moted to a higher sphere than they
had previously occupied. This was a
flat denial of the public verdict. It
treated the Legislative Council as a
“dqumping chamber” for those reject-
ed at the polls. It was caloulated to
bring the Council into contact with
the people, which was not fair to the
Council itself.- The appointment of
Messrs. Blandford and Squires to the
Council, and of Mr. Squires to 'the|g

A

i C. Prowse, Light Keeper

improper—it was unnecessary. These

R. Ryan, Turnkey Peni-
are men in this House who could fill tentiary
these positions as well, men with G. Kelly, Turnkev Pemten-
claims upon the Party. Mr. Moulton, | tiary. :
for instance, the Member for Budgeo, | j Fleet Warden Peniten-
could have been made Minister of tiary

Agriculture; Mr. Higgins, the Member
for St. John’s East, could have been
made Minister of Justice. The real | E.
fact is that the overnment was afraid

to face the electors at by-elections.
The result of the general elections
had been to keep the Government in
power on the strength of the minor- |
ity of the popular vote. The majority
of electors were known to be against
the Government. For denomination
reasons the Government could not

| E. Abbott, nghthouse Keep
er, Wadham N
Harding, Lighthouse
Keeper, Cabot Island
Peter O'Rielly, Assistant
| Lighthouse Keeper, Cape
|  St."Mary's .. .
Emma Bradshaw,
mistress Placentia
R. Bradshaw, Sub-Collector
Gaultois .. .

Post-

Keep-

g T. Pike, Lxghthouse
make appointments which would open' .. (hannel Head
safe seats. That is the real point of jimes Campbell, Delivery

this question. The appointments of !

Clerk General Post Of-
the Ministers to the Legislative Coun-+ g.. i
cil were made in order that a Govern- F 4% ¢ Bancroft Assistant
ment . might be continued which had ' Examining Officer
not a majority of the people at its ' James Duggan, Watchman
back. In the final analysis, the mat- M. T. Knight, Secretary
ter resolves itself into this—that the! F'Ebli(' Works Dept..

Legislative Council has been made a!
Dumping Chamber in order that the

Thos. Long, Deputy Minis-

ter of Agriculture and
will of the people may be evaded, in Mines e
order that a Government without the D. Cantwell, Light Keeper,
confidence of the people may remain Cape Spear .. .. .
in office. This is supposed to be a ' Thos Haynes, Warden Poor
country in which the Government is: Asylum. .

of the peonle and by the people, but
by a piece of trickery it has Dbeen:
made a Government of the people by
the Legislative Council, not through
any fault of the Council as such, but
through improper appointments to the
Council for unworthy partisan pur-
poses Why then talk about. British
precedents, of Canadian precedents, of

Giles Foote, Sub-Collector,
Bell Island . ;

Wm. Gosse, East End Road
Inspector

Jonas Soper Assxstant Keep
er, Cape St. Francis

'Mrs. T. W. Stabb, Postal

Telegraph Operator .

Dr. Hy. Shea, Resident
the precedents of this country, when Physician General Hos-
the whole truth is that the appoint- pital R R e
ments we are calling in question have ' wijliam Day, Lightnouse

I:¢een made for the purpose of evading
the judgment of the people, and of
continuing in power a Government
v.hirh I:as ceased to have the right to
Loveril.

Keeper, Dodding Head ..
J. P. Janes, Timewaiter, H.
M. Customs ... .. ..
J. Binden, boatman, do
E. Lewis, do, do. o
' H. F Shortis, Clerk Geneml

Post Office. -
NOtlce to Housekeepers. - Muteay. J.P. Magistrate
All kinds Furniture, Mattresses, Hr. Main.

Blinds and Shades made and re- J. B. Wheeler, Postamster,
paired in most up-to-date style. etc, Musgrave Hr. >
Special attention given to laying | Geo. Tuff, J.P., Magistrate
of Carpets, Linoleum, etc. Artis-' 0ld Perlican

'Painting, Polishing and Gilding

“szislation which passes through thx‘!

the other was appointed Minister of|

Minister of Justice was not merely __

tic Picture Framing a SpeCialty.E.Angus McEchren, Sub-Col-
lector, Bay of Islands
Geo. Hudson, Warden, Pen-

neatly done. Goods called for and

delivered free of charge. Drop a itentiary.. .. .. .. .. ..
ipostal to. JOSEPH ' NOSEWOR- S. B. Pike, Sub-Collector
{THY, 43 Pennywell Road.—m31,6i | Customs . B 2
- B. Parsons, Sub-Collector
B = . Customs
{' C. Skeans, late of Poor Asy-
! A FIRE INSURANCE § 1um e
POLICY iS ity v "1 W. Cummins, late of Poor
P : = l ¢ Asylut? b L hm o
: , ; John Sainsbury, LightThouse
1 raCtica :( Keeper: .. e
Economy ot Wm: Ring, - Lunatic. Asy-
lum. ;
? Saves Worry 'Robt Toucher Museum
Saves Cash 'Thes Hudson, Lighthouse
Keeper .. .
If: your property is {ii Mrs John Carnell, Ex-keep-
worth - keeping it is |} er Oil Store
WOI'th insuring. ’Thos Coffin, . Chief Locker
L H. M. Customs.. st
INSURE NOW ).M‘ Tracey, Tidewaiter, H.
: M. Customs SeNG
ege ' Solomon Warr, Ferryman,
BrltlSh 4 Crown Twillingate ;
Edward Hefferton \ewtown
ASSllrance Cﬂl‘p. Ltd. « John  Winters, kaer S
_ . Island
John Wrexon, Epworth
A' E. HICKMAN  Michael Bryne, Bay du
Agent b
SMHH’ Co L‘ d | R. Walsh Post Ofﬁce Keep-
er : .
L Moo’ney, Placentla Fer—
== == 2 g_.)’ ryman
- e : Thos Morris, Clerk Board
=i of Works o

' Kate Ronan, atte’ndant De-
partmental building ..
Telephone 24. ‘John Barnes, Warden, Lun-

atic' Asylum :
James Denief . e
Pat Houlihan Light Keep-
er, Cape St. Mary's
. Thos.. ‘Ryan, Agricultural
Farm L
| Timothy OBrien O e
,‘ Geo. A. Moulton, P, 0,
§ . Y J

CARD

P. 0. Box 17.

JOHN COWAN
Consulting Accountant
, and Auditor e
Special attention given to the pre.

paration and examination of Financial'
Statements.

apl4,

Bxpend:ture Voted the Past Session by the Government
| —Every Elector Interested—Every Cent of All

This $4- 072,000  Comes Out of the Pockets
| of the People

600.00
200.00

160.00
116.00

80.00
250.00
500.00
500.00
320.00

240.00

240.00

240.00
170.00
400.00

240.00

534.00

666.66
244.00

800.00

800.00
400.00
300.00
466.66
300.00
308.00

.160.00

1,800.00
220.00
260,00
320.00
280.00
433.33
300.00
180.00
440.00
433.3¢
366.00
lé0.00
300.00
200.00

80.00

240.00

400.00
200.00

50.00
80.00

50.00
100.00

40.00
300.00
160.00
534.00

88.00

350.00
400.00

400.00.

500.00 |
400 00

Keeper, Carbonear

4

500.00 ful service for the money ihey re-

G. R. Lilly, Magistrate, Trin ceive. It is all well enough to pen-
ity‘& SRS R e 700.00 sion a man who has become worn out
Elliott, Light ', Keeper, iin the Civil Service or who has be-
Change Islands.. 5 200.00 come permanently disabled in the dis-
P. Christopher, late Chief icharge of his duties; but this rotten
Officer, S.S. “Fiona”.. 520.00 pensioning for political purposes is an

Administration of Justice
Amount Voted, $181,392.73
Supreme Court..
Deeds and Companies ..
District Courts ..

i’outrage on the taxpayers of this Col-
$22,600.00 ony. We fear that a close investiga-
(tion of the whole business would re-
veal the fact that. men to-day are
drawing pensions from the Treasury
who are better able to perform theix
duties than they were before being

. $13,144.40
2,400.00
4,033.00

¥

to provide for their own pensions by
paying a monthly stipend.

| The fishermen of Terra Nova are,
' God knows, almost bled to death with

taxation. This taxation . has never
been so hard as during the reign ot
Sir Tax Morris and the Nunnyhag
Government. Civil Servants in this

Colony, who in many cases, receive!n. ‘
r-

salary away ahead of what their s
vices are worth to the country ought
be’ able to lay aside sufficient to keep
them in their old age without having
the Colony foreed to foot the hill.

It can be done. It is done to-day in
several States of America. It is nei-
ther right, just or fair to expect the
fishermen, farmers and labourers

who earn their living by the sweat

of their brow to be compelled to con-

tribute to the support of Civil Ser-
vants who in nine cases out of ten .

are pensioned to make room for pol-
itical heelers. The present condition
must end and now is the time to end
it.

Take the case of Mr. E. Murray, .

formerly Magistrate at Harbor Main.
‘Here is a typical case of a first-class
man been forced to take a pension to

Magistracy : .. 24,896.00 placed in the Pension List.
Constabulary (1) Pohce .. 1488170 From the list published above we '
Constabulary (2) Fire Dept 25,172.24 'gee the names of many men who can
St. John’s Penitentiary 19,641.00 po seen to-day walking around the
Court Houses and Galos ...  7,249.00 'gtreets of this City actively engaged |
Local Constables 1,060.00 in political canvassing for the Morris
Miscellaneous 6.900.00 party, and the taxpayers who have to |
‘listen to the idle vapourings of thesé '
: $179,377.3 ~paid spouters would do well to listen
B.—Expenditure authorized by Sta- and say nothing. Isn’t it rich for a

tute:—

Supreme Court—
Salary of Chief Justice ..

Salary of
$4,000)
Sheriff ..

District Courts—

Salary of
John'’s ..
Salary of

bor Grace ..

A —Amount

B.—Authorized by

One of the greatest frauds ever per-
petrated on the taxpayers of this Col-
ony is the Civil Service Pension List. '
Men are to-day receiving fat pensions
from this Colony who are only in the
prime of life and who are well able
to work for

fifteen years

poor Qld fisherman who has spent the
5 greater part of his life snatching from
$5,000.00 the sea the harvest that keeps this
Judges (two at
S.OO0.00‘these paid patriots every four years.
1’300'001 Many of them have been placed on
Judge at St.
2,400.00
Judge at Har-

1,200.00 : : .
00 -salaries now instead of one.

time to end this kind of thing. Why

$18,100.00 e ‘

S ; should a many occupying a Govern-
R ment job with a good salary expect |
to be Voted ..$179,377.34 ‘

the fishermen of this country to keep

Statute 18,100.00

$197,477.3

selves have hardly enough to keep
body and soul together. The whole
thing is a useless drain on the resour-
ces of the Treasury
first things that the incoming Gov
ernment will have to do is to adjust
~the whole business and provide a
‘scheme whereby Civil Servants dur-
ing their tenure of office will have

at least another ten or
and give good and faith-

' Main District.

make room for a heeler in Harbor
Mr. Murray was a

'good Magistrate and gave every sat-
|isfaction to the people of that

dis-
trict. He is as well able to perform
his duties to-day as he was ten years
ago.

Take the case of H. F. Shortis in
the Post Office. Isn’t he as well able
to do his duties now as he was be-

fore being placed on the Pension List.

[ Sure he is.

‘bers and
Il(ountry going, to have ‘to listen to:

Now-a-days he passes his
time in writing to Christmas Num-
lecturing on Historical
Events in the country history. The

iishermen have to find his salary. Mr,
Shortis has no worry on this point.

ithe Pension List for no other reason |
'then the Government had to provide |
_Jjobs for some heelers, and so the ﬁsh—{
ermen and labourers have to pay two
Isn’t it

him well provided for the remainder
" of his days when the fishermen them- |

and one of the'

Another case is that of Mr. Thos.
Morris, late of the Public Works De-
partment. Here is a man to-day forc-
eéd to take a pension against his will.
Mr. Morris would sooner be back at
his post than killing time as he is at
present. The whole system of Civil
Service pension is rotten. A job had
| to be provided for sonfe heeler and so
Mr. Morris was placed on the pension
lis much against his will.

The fishermen have to get so mahy
.qtls. of codfish more to make up the
jamount of this and other salaries.

The last one on the list is a Mr.
Christopher, late Chief Officer on the
Government Pic-Nic yacht “Fiona.”
Mr. Christopher gets a snug little
sum—known as a pension—of $520.08

(Continued on page 6)

Up to the 15th ‘June, we will deliver “POLARINE” Oil

lowing prices:—

at the fol-

—

9 Gal. Can POLARINE OIL, Imperial Measure, for
$3.60. Originial Price, $4.50.

2--5 Gal. Cans POLARINE OIL, Imperial Measure
for $7.00. Original Price, $8.80.

This is strictly Non Carbon, Non Freezing Oil and is strongly re-
commended for Motor Cars and Motor Boat engines.

From The Acadia Gas Engine Co.,

TESTIMONIALS:

Ltd.

“We consider “Polarine” Oil to be the best and most suitable
for our engines and recommend it to our customers.
“(Signed) N. thcey,

From Swim Bros.,

Fish Merchants.

“MANAGER.”

We have used all kinds of Cylinder Oil in our Motor Boats and
are now using “Polarine” which gives us better satisfaction than
. any oil we have ever had.

Yours truly,

(Sgd.) SWIM BROS.




