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REPORT c

ON

CIVIL RIGHTSe

P. MAIT LAND,
THE L -EUTENANT GOVERNOR thinks proper to call the attention of the Legisiative council to a

subject, which he has long regarded as one of much importance to the province and of particular interest

to a large portion of its inhabitants.

The Legislative council is, aware, that of those persons who bave corne to this province from foreign,

countries and more especially at ant early period of its settlement, many had been Citizens of the Uinited

states of America and subjects ,.of that government.

Whatever difTerence of opinionîmaY have formerly prevailed with respect to the civil rights of pèrsons so

situated from the circumstance of the United States of Ainerica hai ing or cebeenBritish colonies, the solemn

decision of the question in the courts of ti mother country, whose laws we have adopté,, leaves no room for

doubt. And these inhabitants of the province are exposed to the inconvenience offinding those rights denied

whicb tbey have hitherto enjoyed, but whichvheneverthey may.be questioned must be decided upon by

those te whom the administration ofjustice ia committed, -according to law, and without regrd. toincnenien-

ces which might be inuch regretted.

There are al o in this Province a number f Emigrants from otier foreign countries, and many 'dischargd.

soldiers ' foreign corps, who, nothaving strictly complied with the provisions of thosu British Statùtes

under whichithey mghthaye been entitled to the privileges of subjects, are, equally byl!aw, exposed the

danger of being iegarded as atiens.

Of alilhe persons tlus situated the greater part becambe inhabitants with the nowledge of the govern
1f te n n sw h thlî_nýe peaso that hvr.

ment between those and others it does not appear necessaryto discriminae In pe

miglit all-be safely received, and acknovledged as subjects, with no other qualifications.than those which the

Legislature o fthis Province has from time to time thoughtit expedieut to irmpose. TheLieutenant Governor

bas earnesty pressed the subject upon the consideration of hii Majesty's government and ba"it no.w in bis

-power to communicate te the Legislatie Council, tiat ie has:received Hi sMajesty's express sanction-to

assent to an enactment hih mnay afford relief to such persons as are now in the Provnce and the Lieutenant

Governor doubts not, 'that a subject so important will receive the early and attentive coisideration of th

Legislative Courncil.

Government House,
4th November, 182.

P. MAITLAND
The Lieutenant Governor thinks proper to transmit to the Legislative Council, an extrac fou

Earl i3athurst'sdespatch, as it may the more clearly show the disposition ef His Majesty's governhient, on a sub-

ject respecting vhich'the Governor has already communicated with the Legislative Council by message.

Government Hope,
22nd. N71ovember, 182.5. 

W

Extract of a Despatch from 4the Right lHon ourable the Earl Bathwrst to His
Excellency .Major General Sir Peregrine 'ait lanzd, dated Downig Street,
22nd Jul .1825.

SI bave had iinder my'consideråtion thne réprèsen att is which he h honr ofreceivirng
"frorii vôu onth e'subjeE t of liens wvhc have beo né settlersin tle provinceifùTp erC ada, aad i reg ret

iaht it arrived ait a'period,ófthe SessioñWtoo late tô admit of any measre b i{pr o.t Parliameit.

" i amn of opinion, that it will, be advisable to confer by a tegislative enadtment, the 'civiI rights and

ofBril.ishs uponilbatafai" priilege of ritis så jects ýupon such citizerisof'the ýUnited Staîte.s,,as being hèrétofore'settled i and-
aardeclared by tihejudgment of the Courts of Law, in Englând, and,.by the opion of the JLaw Officers

"t toAiens ; and'of i riclu ing inr the same'enactment the disbanded Oflicersand Sòldiers ofsforeign corps,

." wiichwere in the B'ritish service, and such other foreignersiresiden'i'Canadpa; are' in»tr5hs 'Aliens
" althoôughx they have1hith'ertoerijoyed, wvithout question, tife riglits of Britishf šùbjecté. ~-<~;


