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some days privations ami sufferings little short ; 
of those encountered by the French in the 
Moscow campaign. So deep was the snow that ! 
all traces of roads were lost, wagons laden with 
sick and wounded were unavoidably abandoned, 
and to straggle from the column was to perish. 
The enemy were in hot pursuit, and the popu
lation undisguisedly lmstile to their n uninal 
allies. At length the Yssel was crossed, and 
the troops reposed for awhile in cantonments 
along the Ems ; hut as the French still prepared 
to push forward, the allied force continued its 
retreat, and as they entered Westphalia , the 
tardy appearance of a strong Prussian corps 
secured them from further molestation till the 
embarcation took place.

Such was the Duke of Wellington’s first 
campaign. Whatever might have been the 
actual precocity of his talent, there was obvi
ously no room in such operations for the exer
cise on liis.part of anything beyond intrepidity 
and steadiness, and these qualities, ns we learn, 
were made visibly manifest. Ills post was that 
which in a retreat is the post of honour—the 
rearguard. The command of a brigade de
volved on him by seniority, and the able dispo
sitions of Colonel Wellesley in checking the 
enemy or executing an assault are circum
stances of special remark in contemporary 
accounts of the transactions. In particular, 
the affairs of tiruyten, Mctcrcn, and Gelder- 
mansel, are mentioned with some detail, as 
reflecting considerable credit on the 33d and 
its commander. lleyoml this point Colonel 
Wellesley’s reputation was not extended, but 
we may readily imagine how material a por
tion of his professional character might have 
been formed in this Dutch campaign. Irres
pectively of the general uses of adversity,'the 
miscarriages of this ill-starred expedition 
must have been fraught with invaluable les
sons to the future hero. He observed the 
absolute need of undivided authority in an 
enemy’s presence, and the hopelessness of all 
such imperfect combinations as State jealousies 
suggested. We are justified in inferring from 
his subsequent demonstrations of character 
that no error escaped either his notice or his 
memory. He saw a powerful force frittered 
away by divisions, and utterly routed by an 
enemy which but a few months before had 
been scared at the very nows of its approach. 
He saw the indispensability of preserving 
discipline in a friendly country, and of concil
iating the dispositions of a local population, 
always powerful for good or evil. Though a 
master hand was wanting at head-quarters, 
yet Abcrcromby was present, and the young 
Picton was making his first essay by the side 
of his future comrade. Austrian, Prussian, 
Hanoverian, French, Dutch, and British were 
in the field together, and the care exemplified 
in appointing and provisioning the respective 
battalions, might be serviceably contrasted. 
Every check, every repulse, every privation, 
and every loss brought, wé may be sure, its 
enduring moral to Arthur • Wellesley ; and 
although Englishmen may not reflect without 
emotion on the destinies which were thus

perilledJn the swamps of Holland, tlie-future 
; Genera FAad perhaps little reason to repine at 
the ruggeuluition of his first campaign.

On the return of the expedition to England 
the 33d was landed at Harwich, and for a short 
time encamped at Warley, where it soon recov
ered its effective strength, In the autumn of 
the same year Colonel Wellesley conducted his 
corps to Southampton, where it was embarked 
on board the outward-bound fleet, under the 

! flag of Admiral Christian. The destination of 
the force was the West Indies, but through a 
series of accidents so remarkable as to acquire, 
in conjunction with subsequent events, a provi- 

| deutial character, the orders were ultimately 
changed, and the services of the young Colonel 
were employed on a scene far better calculated 
to devclopo his military genius. ■» For some time 
the winds were so adverse that the vessels 
were unable to quit the port at all, and when 
they had at length succeeded in putting to sea 
they encountered such tempestuous weather 
as to be finally compelled, after experiencing 

I serious casualties, to return to Portsmouth.
I Meantime new exigencies had arisen, and in 
: the spring of 1790 the weather-beaten 33d 
received directions to embark for Bengal. At 
this critical period, however, the health of 
Colonel Wellesley suddenly failed him. Con
sidering that strength of constitution and tem
perament with which we have since become 
familiar, it is remarkable to observe how re
peatedly the Iron Duke, in earlier days, was 
attacked, and apparently almost mastered, by 
debility and sickness. On the present occasion 
he was actually unable to embark with his 
regiment, but a favourable change afterwards 
supervened, and he succeeded in joining the 
corps at the Cape of Good Hope. The remain
der of the voyage was soon completed, and in 
February, 1797, Arthur Wellesley landed at 
Calcutta to commence in earnest that career of 
service which will reflect such eternal lustre on 
his name.

The position of the Indian Government rela
tively to the Home Administration was not, 
when Colonel Wellesley arrived in those parts, 
materially different from that which exists at 
present. The great step of identifying these 
prodigious acquisitions with the dominions of 
the British Crown had virtually been taken 
already ; and Lord Cornwallis, in the last war, 
had wielded, to Tippoo’s cost, the resources of 
an Empire instead of the arms of a Company. 
A few years earlier India had scarcely been 
reputed among the fields open to the soldiers 
of the British army, and regiments were reluc
tantly despatched to quarters not looked upon 
at first with any favorable eye. But the scene 
had been changed by late achievements; anil 
though a command in India was not what it 
has since become it was an object of reasonable 
ambition. Napoleon pretended, even after the 
victories of Seringapatam and Assaye, to slight 
the services of a “sepoy general,” but Wellesley 
established for the school, in the .eyes of all 
Europe, a reputation which it has never since 
lost,

Small ns were the anticipations of such


