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TALES. OF THE TOWNX.

*¢ I must have liberty ‘
Withal, aslarge & charter as the wind

To blow on whom Ipleau.

HE stringency of money matters
just-at present would be very

much relieved if those who owe “small
accounts would pay them, and pay
the large ones if possible. But the
paying of small ones even would
make a great diff:rence in the busi-
ness of the cityg and its favorable
effect would te decidedly ncticeable.
Many think ‘that bscause money is
“close” they shou'd haard their modey,
so that they may have the means to
meet any little expenses they may
incur in the future. This hoarding
idea is a wrong one, especia ly at this
time, and every one who Nas a cent
to spare, and is owing acc unts,
should liquidate them immediitely
and thus help those who have "helped
them, There is plenty of money in
the country to do business, but it is
out, of circulation. Banks dare not
loan what they have f r fesr Ceposits
may be called for at any time and
‘find then unprepared; and their
boarding and hoarding by private
individuals for want of confidence,
is what ‘makes the so-called bard
times, ' In view of these things.it is
almost imperative that-the small credit-
"ors put in circulation what thiey can

by paying what ey owe. .

An exchange s.xys)n‘ﬁ;ere is some

not uonatural apprehens'on in Canada
Jest the wave of financial disaster in
the United States should reach Can-
-ada. There is really no reason why
Canada should necessarily sufier. The
causés which have led to the irouble
in ‘the United States do not ‘exist here,
and whatever little difficulties we have
had have been confined to speculators

feared here, as elsewhere, is panic.
- If .our busmeu .men follow a con-

LG very often “occurs that you’ng
en engaged in the newspaper busi-|

ness, thelr prospscts are not bad ‘this
this yedr.

ness boast of their “toughness,” and
utter indifference to pay their indebted-
ness. I heard a young man connected
with one of the daily papers remark-
ing that “aewspaper mea never paid
their debts.” Fhere 1& nothing more
reprehensible on the pait of news
paper writers than the frivolity - nnd
self-depreciation ‘they show when re-
ferring - to their - individual responsi-
bitity. There is no ‘reason why a
newspaper man should ‘not be a8
honest as other men ; nor is there any
reasoniwhy his credit should not be
as good as that of a man In any
businegs with similar income. 5n far
as income goes the average newspaper
man to-day is very well paid, incom-
parison with men in other occupations, 4
for “his ability, his services and his
independence.
word, that no class of worker has the
freedom in his work, the independ-
Lence from minute control of conduct
that the newspaper writer (whethe:
editor or reporter). enjoys. There is
a deplorable fashion among news-
paper m¢n of poking fun at themselves
in print, - They are quick enough 10"
resent anything of the sort from a
layman, but they themselves en-
courage it and weaken respect felt
by continually libeling them-

erally speaking, the newspaper
reporler is a generous, whole-sc uled
felow ; but I have heard of one cr two
exceptions to this tu'e. For instance,
not long ago, a degraded menial who
occupies the lowést position on one of
the city ‘papers, made himsclf ccn-
spicuous by refuslng  to conmlute
even-a bawbee toward a present which
his superiors, mentally and socially,
were getting up for a much-respected
member of the staff.  This was not the
first time either that this creature car-

I mean by that latter

dow‘hght meanness, and he now reaps
his reward in being despised by eveéry
one connected with the press in Victo-

~ In justice to the other newspaper
rtcrs of the cny it should be re-

that tl‘ns slimy serpent was fished out
of the sluns of the Old “Conmry and
shipped to Canada as ballast ; dnd
having ears which could "be applied
to keyholes with ease he eventually de-
veloped mto a geneml news scavenger

It m interest * Victoria ladies ‘'to
le to ‘that white stockings ‘are ‘to 'be
generally worn again, several prin-
cesses of royal blood bhave declared
that white stockings must .be worn,
and have emphasized their pronur-
ciamento by packing several pa'rs
irto their trunks. The Princers May,
who has just been married to Pridce
George, is one of the royal person-
ages wh& ‘has made up her mind for
bwhite hostery, and of course all loyal
English women “will follow her lead,
and still more of course the Canadian
girls, will fol'low the" example of theu
English cousins. It is at ‘ieast 20
years since the plain  white stockmg
was generally worn in Europe and on
this continent. Then came the era
of the stripes with all their hideous
rnnegauons in colots and patterns.
It stood the attacks of the humorous

of the dress reformers who are aliay’o
anxious to change the prevailing thode
of dress for the sake of making a
change. For yedrs the striped stock-
ing maintained its position, seemed
as if it would hpld it definitely, when
suddznly the dead black. article came
into existence, -and 'was taken- up at
once with -avidity. by. Dame. Fashi:n
and her followers. . Before . this black
stocking “had - only been worn, by
Hamlet,” and, on rare occasions,, by
little girls in deep mourmng in private
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The annual: exblbmon opens Mon-

afe b\muell rather than a blg busi-

ried his peculiar ideas of economy to

the mk The list of the exhibits.is a

mmked that the lmpresslon prevails

A

paragraphists, and the heavier artillery

day and will conttme until the end of




