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The Place of the Engineer in Town Planning

(Continued from page 7)

cent in Shaughnessy Heights. There were only 11
persons to the acre. Undercrow ding is as bad and as
costly as overcrow dmg in cities.

It is not snrprlsmg that this kind nt thing has led
to excessive taxation in Vancouver. Instead of trying
to get rid of the causes of this excess, efforts will be di-
rected perhaps to increase revenues to meet new losses
which must arise in the future from want of pl(mnm“
Why should the engineer be made the scapegoat in all
these administrative failures? Why are his resources
and knowledge not employed to prevent instead of to
cure bad development?

The employment of a competent engineer and ar-
chitect to prepare a plan for Vancouver is essential as
a basis for any reform or readjustment of taxation.
There can be no equitable system of taxation unless it
is based on a sound system of assessment, and there
can be no sound system of assessment if the land 1s
not planned and controlled in the interests of economi-
cal development and productive purposes.

Town Planning Areas Already Sub-divided.

It is desirable to prepare town planning schemes be-
fore land is sub-divided for building. In Vancouver
and other British Columbia cities most of the land
likely to be built on in the near future is already sub-
divided. 1t would pay both the cities and the owners
to cancel many of these sub-divisions, as is proposed
to be done in the large cities in Alberta. The fact that
such land is already sub-divided 1in Vancouver re-
gion will create diffieculties in re-planning the street
system, but it does not lesson the need for a plan nor
limit its scope in any essential respecet. A different
kind of scheme is needed for an area already sub-divid-
ed. Perhaps the street and lot system may have to be
accepted and the building development adjusted to that
syvstem, instead of the more logical course of planning
the street system and development together. [t 1s just
as necessary and important, however, to plan the local
improvements and the use to which they are to be put
the height of buildings and the air space surrounding
buildings, in respect of land already sub-divided as in
respect of land still in acreage. Moreover even if the
land 1s built upon, its building uses and densities for
future purposes need to be reculated under a town
planning scheme. There i1s no part of a city that can
be safely left out of a town planning scheme, and none
of which it can be said that it is more important than
the other that it should be included.

Zoning and Engineering.

That part of city planning that is called
should be dealt with as part of a comprehensive
city plan. Under zoning we divide the eity into zones
for the combined and overlapping purposes of control-
ling, first, the use to which the land is put, such as resi-
dential, business or industrial use, second, the area of
any lot that can be covered with building, and third
the height of building in relation to use and to area of
lot covered and street width. All these matters have
to l‘f‘ considered together. Economies in engineerine
services can be seenred by zoning. For instance, con-
struction of street surfaces can be adapted to the use,
Jighter surfaces and narrower streets for residence
areas and hv;n\'im.- and wider streets for industrial
areas. Water mains can be planned to suit the high

“zoning
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buildines in the business district and the low and seat-
tered buildings in the residence distriet. Manufactur-
ing plants that need large sewer capacity are not
mixed up with detached houses that need only a small
flow of waste, Fire control is easier and assesdment
can be more just.

Engincering service will not be adequately appre-
ciated till it is more fully employed in preventing and
less fully employed in trying to cure the evils of bad
forms of city (lon l()pnu*nt

) ®
Furthering Your O
When a man buys a home or erects a factory any spot
which is- not accessible to light and power does not
even meet with consideration—why should it?
Families are coming and taking homes in new localities
simpiy because of that service. Prosperity results be-
cause economical light and power is furnished. Give the
Public Utilities your backing
British Columbia Electric Railway Company
® )
VALUE OF TELEPHONE SERVICE.

F'rom near neighbor to distant cities
and villages, thousands of slender high-
ways made alive by speech converge
within the small compass of your tele-
phone. The ears of people are within

; vour call; their voices are within your
hearing. ;
Teiephone service cannot be estimated by usual val-
ues, Imagine how cemplete a revision of methods of
living and working would have to be made if the tele-
phone ceased (o operate! The miracle of the tele-
phone is realized at all times, and its ceaseless service
puts its vadue almost beyvond price,
B. C. TELEPHONE COMPANY
e THORPE’S
PALE DRY
r -
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