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Sir. Idle Rex. Ileilnit Sx înotuV. ATX. in hi- 
-, , in, m. preached hefore the Toronto Synod, cnn- 
mend- the following t" the von-idevat i-m of the 
flnn-eh : "The Anglican Church throughout the 
w ,,v 1 d il -he i- ex er to he the Vlmreli "I the Eng 
li-h -|,,akiny vciile-. mn-t cinhine thv cotiser 
xatixe and the liberal elements in religion xxhiih 
haxe -inee the Reformation liven sundered. 
Another preacher. Ri'hop Newman (Methodi-t >. 
speaking to the 1 pworth League delegates, gave 
it as his opinion that "one characteristic "f this 
age w a- prcci-cnc-- of thought and of accurate de
finition." Now. max I venture in the same spirit 
,,f humility with which the Synod preacher ap
proached the great subject. " Christ and the 
Church." to a<k for smite further light from the tal 
vnted rector of Ashhnrnham ? There is. for me at 
all events, wry little evidence of “précisâtes- of 
thought." whatever there may he of "accurate 
definition" in the terms "conservative and liberal 
elements in religion." In Hebrews vi. t and 
certain elements in religion are called the 
principle- -,r foundation doctrines of Christ. Are 
w< at liberty to mal these a- part conservative and 
part liberal elements ? It is true they have been 
“sundered since the Reformation." not by the

,v hnnl,lei- ol that -pint • • I loyalty and de\uti,'m
to tln^ ideal wllivll elial aelei i/e- todax the best
and pu i e -t ol her workmen. I .el all -tn\v to
emulate the example ,,| the hc.-l and hu-iv-i hmhb
ei-. and no matter how maux thing- which (iod
had 11 ,ine,l together, the lx elm mat u m ,,i .m, ,,(|u.r
period ol -ti e--max lia\v stmdered. Iioiie-t w i irk wrtt

k„Vloi pi it ample grave will Ip x utteh-aii d. | el

Irom the mont
teacher- tliv ’. i i t h oncV dehxered to the -amt- Xtld 
nm-t \x e not conclude that the Act- ol the Apostles 
afford the he-t anti only reliable emmnentary upon 
the -tatement made hx St Luke regarding the 
in-truet ion- vixen t,, them hv the Lord dining the 
great torty dax- i u-t met i< m< which had to do e\ 
vlu-tvelx xx'tit the thing- cmie, ruing lli- kingdom 
,,i" Vhlirvh wliieli lie wa- t■ > build up"ii themselves 
a- it- foundation stmie- and pillar- : That which 
t111- apn-tle- did thex did in -Iriel aveurdanve with 
t!,,,-e m-t rivt ".ii-. m|- when anxtlimg iieeurred t < • 
tl" in a- nece--ary ■ M u-elul t< > he taught, hut which 
v a • mu ’, ai in 1 m that vmiIc. thex were careful to 
'ii ' wilt their hearer- that max " 1 -peak and not 
the 1 "rd " Xml whil-t St Raul, it i- true, did in 
a mea-ure dvvlare hi- own independence of apo- 
to'iv aid in the fi •rma!i. ,n aifd formulating of hi- 
-x-tem, he did -,> not a- implving a better inspira 
ti"ii ini hi- part than the apo-tle- were aide to 
el.'inn. hut * mix' a- having received hi- in-t mettons 
lndependent 1 y of theirs, though from the self -nine 
- * 'live a- that Irom which their- had emne. I- it 
u, 'I the duty ,,f the Clmrch rather to con-crvc than 
I" liberalize the truth ? Will it not serve our 
turn better than anxthmg el-e to dax if we make 
ip, ,,ur mind- to treat with rigid illiheralitx everx 
-i„ vie- of e,i,pi,'tr\ with the |,re-umptu,iu- liber 
ah-m wliieli think- t<> do service under the
M'iii " lh'oad Church." hut which i- in reahlx 
1 .utiludinariaui-m. making ultimately for the hald 
e-l -cciihin-m. and whil-t we -,, treat thi- spmicui- 
vharity. let it- never forget to treat with the very 
wide-t liheralitx ex ery -old which under it- infill 
enee i- hoodwinked hx' it- plau-ihilitie- and 
wheedled into a u-c ,,l it- diet ,,f milk and water. 
XX hat \w all nei d t < > dax i- the -t r< mi g meat m 
-omul uiii'Minpr, mii-ing adherenee to that which 
in the |u, vi-em -- ,,f thought and accuracv of de 
hintion ,"iii only he -tvle<l Catholic truth and 
Xpo-tulie mder Idle " Elements in Religion 

are thjaig- • • t Cod. and it i- mir- not to emasculate 
them, hut to i-iiti-er\e their -Irengtli, that all xvlu> 
name the great -troiig name ,,f le-us Christ max 
gr,,xv -timig in the T.md and in the power of His 
might. XX e -ee too much a- it i- of pre-cut dax efforts 
t" liberalize and caricature the elements of religion 
As given at the fir-t they -land out for our giiul 
iini'c hold point- of light m a clear -ky. and nothing 
hut tear ol man. a- well a- a blindness to present 
triumphs, and forgetfulness of those gained in the 
fast, a- the result ni consistent conservatism on 
the part of godly and devoted men in Home and 
l'1 'feign A11s-1< >ii told-, are leading sm many to 
•1,,under amidst the waxes ,,f ea-ivr method nuire 
t’opular delivery greater elasticity and other suh 
teriuges which go to make up the new ("uispel of 
so vailed liberal religion. Ts it then too much if 
xv'c should ask that the talented jireacher of the 
S\nod sermon he called upon to give us what the 
Non-conformist bishop calls preciseness of thought 
and accuracy of definition, in this matter of the 
eonsvrxate and liberal elements in religion? Do 
fine them for us. and then perhaps we shall be in 
a better condition than we are to day, to lend our 
humble aid towards the task of combining these, 
since the Reformation, sundered elements. In the 
meantime we of the Anglican communion belong 
to a Church. One. Ihdy. Catholic, and Apostolic— 
a Clmrch hearing all the marks of the Saviour's 
i'hal kingdom, and needing nothing hut increase 
"I llis TToly Spirit, grave t-.i carry out the ideal 
m all the fulness which lie alone can grant. The 
Church is working as she never worked before, 
strictly oil the lines of the gn at Divine ideal What 
we need is not so much a combination oRany sun
dered elements, as a waking «p' all along the line

the Church's hie hi lived. I In A "lini elks language 
-poken. the t lunch - vivid- believed, and vvvry 
I'll--ed prix liege wllivll i- mil- ill In a he valued at 
it- lullc-t worth, and all which i- not built line to 
thc-v divinely given line- nm-t lade and fail 
whil-t -he. great hx lea-mi mi the truili which is in 
her. nm-t live, as she i- destined to h\e that glori
ous hie ni -irengtli and maiv-ty agam-t wliieli the 
gaie- i u In 11 -hall imi prex ad.

R. 1*.
I >n>i-v-v "I Niagara. July 17th. 1S,;7
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Dear ( hurihman. X kind liniui ha- dtawn mv 
.ittvntiMii to .1 -ernu'il pleached heini'e tin Sx noil 
lately a--vml>led m ImimiiIm ,1 -ernn,u printed in 
Ihe (lmrvliin.nl ■ > I thv 1 -l h, Julx h \x ,11 b • 
readily conceded. 1 -uppo-i . mat wiivn di-. ourses 
pleached upon -licit important oeea-nin- appear in 
Church puhlication-. it 1- mu ami-- to take ex
ception to. or call m i|iiv — turn, aux ha-tv state
ment' or iimi arrantaldv a-'Uiuptnin- with which 
one max meet a- he read- In the first and. -ecoitd 
p.iiagiaph- ol the Synod -ernniii tin re 1- plentv <■ i 
time hiitiiiurvil and wulelx a, a a pled Until 111 the 
third section and in the eoiiel u-nu 1. , pte-t nnialilv.
11 mu mi-ehie\,ius matter. 1- ,,11 hand m alumil- 
ance lake an m-tanee : " Ihe nariatixe of the
Act - 1 we sllppd-v the preacher meant the Acts of 

the In,lx apo-tle-1 lead- in> support P, the hypo 
tin-1- that tliv-v vi m ve r sat n , 11 - relaled to mgamza 
lion." Indeed, Mr. l’laaeiiei : tin 11 whx not sllg- 
ge-t or -late what thex did n late to. or else to 
what .subject they were likelx t" relate. I 11 ad 
ditnin. xvlix term them mnu r-alioii- : M ere they
in ,t rather instructions or commands : kite
written history, the sacred ne,,id- .1- we have 
them, and also -ticli perception- a- we have <U the 
becoming, the titling, the rexiieiit. all together 
lead 11- to infer, rightlx .1- we think, that the apo- 
tle- had mu a great deal P, -ax p, tint, ti-11 Lord. 
Knowing, as Me eerlamlx did know, w liai was 
pas-mg m their mind-, tin great in ed wa- to learn 
lake a- .111 m-tanee the -liviic, inipo-,,! n|01 the 

-11 lar impul-ixe St. Retei. Me a-k- tin needles'' 
ipn-tion : " Lord, and what shall this man do ?
Me 1- answered and silenced hx the searching 

1 |iic-t n m : " M liât i- that !,, tin, : Liirthcr
-till, he hears the command. " I•, ,11, • w tlimi me. 
Ihe most wholesome clue, the -an-t guide to tt|L‘ 
will ol the Master, what i- it ? XX hat is it. ill- 
deed. -axe the course upon which the apostles en
tered to a man. XX hen xmi see a hodx ol men 
there living no doubt that each one has a will ol 
hi- own unite 111 act or acts as one mail, you justly 
-ettle it m your mind that thex haxe a commander, 
that thex are acting in obedience to hi- commands, 
that they are not each one doing a- he pleases, 
that each one is ohexing. that is to -ax. submitting 
their several will- to that of the one in authority. 
In all that the ipostles and the Church did during 
the days and years and centuries immediately sm- 
cccding the Ascension. we haxe the must 
trustworthy, thv most reliable indication regarding 
thv will of the Lord, of which no record has conic 
down to us. \Ve picture to ourselves the h1'-
famed charge of the Light brigade during the 
Crimean war. Did each soldier like it ? Ccr"
tainly not—they had no word, no will in the mat
ter. They were obeying the commands of a su
perior officer. During the great forty days 11<-‘
general attitude of thv Apostolic (.'"liege was one of

waiting, sitting still. ( file thing they did. 1 
simple member of the original body had lolh'Wid 
his own sweet will, had done as lie liked. H*-
bccame the first irreclaimable schismatic. 1R ,s 
sent to his own place. Thv eleven waited. llliV 
sought the Divine guidance. 1 heir act ua- -l 
the act of one. They chose Mathias to fill tl,e


