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HOW TO PERSEVERE

“ And in doir g good, let us not fall (Gal. |

vi W

How often has not this been jour
resolution—to be good and not to
fail again! Buat what does our
past life show wus? Ah! the
retrospect is one that may daunt
the bravest heart. Our confessions
make the revelation. How many,
many times have we®confessed in
sorrow those things, in which we
have failed, in spite of all our
resolutions to be manful and
persevere. The past has been a
bitter and repeated disappointment
to the best of us,

And why? Because, though we
are poor, weak, erring creatures,
we have placed too much reliance
on ourselves. We thought that if
we made up our minde, if we were
determined, then we could start
afresh and surely persevere. We
forgot that we can do nothing, not
even ‘nvoke the most holy name of
Jesus, without the grace of God;
and for this grace we have humbly
and continually to pray. We have
failed, because, again, we became
negligent in little things, not heed-
ing the warning of Scripture, that
he that despiseth little things shall
fall by little and little. For
instance, by shortening, omitting,
or carelessly performing our
devotions, we have paved the way
for a failure. Because, d){&ill we
have ventured too near a danger-
ous occasion of sin; dallied with a
temptation; forgot the all-seeing
eye of God, and to cry out, like
Joseph tempted in Egypt, ‘‘ How
can [ do this wicked thing, and sin
against my God ?”’ (Gen. xxxix. 9).

But however often we have failed
in the past, it is imperative,
absolutely necessary for us, for our
soul’s sake, not to remain failures.
We must not dare to give up the
attempt to try again. How can
we, then, do better for the future,
and begin, with some chance of
success, to do good and not to fail ?
First, when wefind wehavefailed, we
must begin again atonce. Itisonly
wounded pride that makes us lose
heart and despond. If we humble
ourselves and turn to God, He, in
His mercy, will make that very fall
a means of a new beginning, and
give us fresh strength. A good
life is simply a continuous good
beginning. God wishes us to be
good, therefore He is ready and
pleased to help us.

Rising up and beginning again at
once after failing, and earnestly
turning to God for help, are the

means of doing good and not failing. |

Our Blessed Lord complained,
*You will not come to Me that you
may have life’’ (John v. 40). We
choose to trust to ourselves, where-
as our only hope is from Him.
* Commit thy way to the Lord, and
trust in Him, and He will do it”
(Ps. xxxvi. 5). He will give us

hfe and what is life in a man, but |

stnngth of will, of purpose, and
courage to make the endeavor to
fulfil that purpose? We need not
say that we cannot. That excuse
will not hold at the Judgment—that
we could not help failing—when all
the time the grace to will and to do
was offered us. The patient
Saviour was waiting to be asked to
give it us, and complaining that we
would not come.

We starve our soul and let it
perish of want, and wonder why we
fail, and have not the power man-
fully to persevere. We look for
our daily bread to sustain our
m»dil\ ~tr(n;.rth: and can we be
excused for the f y of neglecting
thv daily bread of our souls?
Prayer is nourishment for our

souls, but a far greater and|

stronger nourishment is the most
holy Eucharist. Oyr Lord has said,
‘“ He that eateth this bread shall
live for ever.” Ah! if we wish
really to do good and not to fail,
let us have devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar. We gain

strength, we prove our love for our |

Blessed Lord, and we give Him
glory by receiving Holy Communion.
Here is the strength that is offered
us to enable us to persevere in
doing good. We must not fear that
we are trespassing on His kindness,

as we are not fit or worthy to|

receive Him. No, we are not
worthy : but our Blessed Lord”’
‘“ went about doing good to all,”
yea, even to those who He knew
would fail Him many a time, and
perhaps turn against Him. Come
to Communion, to frequent, yea,
daily Communion, and thus prove
that you wish for His sake to have
the good heart-and strength to do
good and not to fail. You will
thus please our divine Lord ; and be
sure He will not fail you, but
gladly will He give you the grace
and strength that you may not fail
Him.

So we see that the secret of
perseverance is to begin again ¢nd
again. And where shall we find
the dispositions to wish to begin
each day earnestly and zealously
better than at the altar-rails? He
comes to us there, who inspires us
with the desire to be faithful and
generous, and He comes to give us
the strength to fulfil that desire,
that purpose, that_longing. Look
back gratefully at the countless
times that our Saviour has thus

helped us to start afresh. Oh! |

what could have made us tire of

Him, and wish to leave Him and |
abandon Him? Of ourselves we|C
might despair, but never of His |
goodness. Our time is growing |

short : let us begin again at once,
and pray to persevere. No more to

| trust to ourselves—our good will or

our strength—but whole-heartedly
to taust to that good Lord, who
would have us, for love of Him, to
do good and not to fail.

e

PREJUDICE AS A
PROFESSION
iy -0k
Joseph Husslein, 8, J., in America

The recrudescence of prejudice
after the loyalty shown by Catholies
in the World War may to many have
seemed almost incomprehensible.
Perhaps the moet obyious reason
for the rebirth of this passion is the
fact that the more Catholics win
the esteem of their fellow-citizens
the more also will the envy and
enmity of their ill wishers become
open and pronounced against them.
While Catholics are insignificant
they are more readily overlooked.
But there is still another explana-
tion that deserves consideration.
It is the existence today of a numer-
ous class of men who have made of
bigotry a business.

Bigots may be divided into three
classes. There are bigots out of
ignorance, bigots out of malice,
and, lastly, bigots by profession.
Often, it is true, these three types
will be found blended in a single
individual. But for not a few the
creation of political animosity and
religious strife is a bread-and
butter proposition, and little more.
For others it is a financial invest-
ment that brings them big returns.
Still others capitalize it as a politi-

cal venture that is to gain wide |
influence, and so bring back the|

dollarg devoted to anti-Catholic
campaigns a hundred-fold through
other channels. The money handled
and pocketed in this industry of
civil discord swells into such enorm-
ous sums that we do not exaggerate
in speaking today of the high
finance of bigotry.

Investigations made into the
business of the Menace Publishing
Company by the Knights of Colum-
bus in 1914 showed that, up to that
date, its receipts had been over
$3,000,000. At the close of the year
1914 the circulation of that purely
anti-Catholic sheet had been 1,400,-
000, Yet the Menace as a business
proposition could surely not com-
pare with the Ku Klux Klan, which
has been described as ‘‘the most
colossal peace of salesmanship in
history.”’

Need we wonder then at the man-
ufacture and continued circulation
of such forged documents as the
ridiculous oaths attributed to the
Jesuits and the Knights of Colum-
bus ; the false Papal Bulls; the
obscene narratives of a fictitious
nature that pander to the lowest
instincts of the class of readers
indulging in such literature, and,
finally, the invention of non-existent
papers, such as the pretended
National Catholic Register.? The
forged documents thus produced
and the falsehoods circulated con-
cerning Catholic life and teaching
are sufficient to poison completely
the mind of any one gullible enough
to believe in them. That such
readers still exist, and possibly in
large numbers is without doubt.

When in 1915 the Knights of
Columbus Commission on Religious
Prejudices, under the chairmanship
of Colonel P. H. Callahan, made the
report of its investigations the
results disclosed ‘‘an anti-Catholic
feeling, more or less excited,” in
every section of the country and
practically in every community.

as was so frequently pointed out,
offered unexampled opportunities to
the prufesmnna] bigot. Deseribing
the origin and the profits of this
sheeted and hm»dul fraternity
Governor Henry J. Allen made the
following statement on December
18 in New York :

“The organization and ita pru-
moters revamped the old A. P.
which was essentially ap anti-C uth
olic proposition. To this they added
the Negro issue, and to these they
plussed the Jew. Then they rolled
up the three in the American flag
and sold it all over the United States
at ten dollars a throw. Of these
ten dollars four go to the organi-
zation and the rest to the profiteers
who are steering the work from
down Atlanta way. *

“‘In addition to the initial organi-
zation dues the profiteers in the Klan
sell you a cheap cotton robe and a
hood, which cost not exceeding
$2.85, for six dollars. If then they
have a membership of 9,000,000, as
they allege, and if they all buy
robes and hoodsg, the people who are
exploiting the order have cleaned
up several millions of dollars.”

The Klan dr-w to it many Protes-
tant ministers, who were willing to
join it or to reeeive its donations,
given as a further lure to secure
both membership and business.

| Yet the Administrative Committee

of the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America

| etrove to eorrect what it designated

as ‘‘the mistaken impression that
the Ku Klux Klan deserves, and is
receiving the support of the Protes-
tant Churches.” In a similar
manner, while the Klan c¢ aimed
an overwhelmingly Masonic mem-
bership, prominent Masonic author-
ities were uncompromising in their
condemnation of it. So, too, in
spite of the allegiance® sworn to the
Klan by many Methodist clergymen
their leading papers vigorously
oppesed it. Methodist Bishop
was among the first to point out the
danger of Klan-domination for
Protestantism. In its issue of
November 80, 1922, the Methodist
Christian Advocate wrote :

** Whatever else the secret Klan
may be or professes to be, it is
known to be an organization which
tends to destroy respect for law
and constituted authority, and

| which is committed to policies
| which are the opposite of Christ’s

law of brotherly love. America is
as much the land of the Jew, the
Catholic, the African, and the
Mohammedan as it is of the Anglo-
Saxon, the Methodist or the Baptist.
The law knows no distinction in
theyr citizensh p, and should know
none. They are capable of being
‘100 per cent. Americans,” what-
ever that phrase may mean, and
many of them have proved it by the
habit of their life and the sacrificial
manner of their death. The
descendant of the Mayflower
Pilgrim has no claim to a higher
percentage of Americanism than
the naturalized citizen who was
born on the banks of the Liffey, the
Danube, the Po, or the Volga. The
only test is the man’s own loyalty
to American principles, and his
gervice to the commonwealth. Nor
is the man who regards Rome or

Jerusalem as the hearthstone of his

Faith to be discounted in comparison
with the Puritan, the Huguenot,
the Lutheran, or the Methodist.”
Such broadness of view has by no
means been invariably shown by
Protestant publications, yet Cath-
olics on their part have consistently
relied on the good-will and common
gsense of their non-Catholic fellow

While most conspicuous in political | citizens. ‘‘Catholics feel at home

: : . : e
cireles, it was evident also in busi- |

ness, social and commercial ]inr*~l
Referring to the origin of this ant

among their countrymen,’” Cardinal
Gibbons wrutv 3
‘“ They are conscious of an un-

Catholic sentiment, the re purt | staihed record of loyalty, of patri-

states that

| otie s:1f-sacrifice and of law-abiding

‘It was being largely incited by a ‘ behavior. Their dearest ambition

number of papers printed in various
sections of the country for this
purpoge and which regularly pub- |
lished most outrageous calumnies |
against priests and nuns, and Cath-

olies generally. Aiding these papers |

were several lecturers, some claim-
ing to be ex-priests and ex-nuns,
who were going about the country
to stir up excitement by their lurid,
scandalous attacks on the confes-
sional and convents.

““ O\her agencies were discovered
to be, "either consciously or uncon-
sciously, contributors to the general
anti-Catholic propaganda. Chief
among - them were non-Catholic
denominational and fraternal papers,
some of which occasionally indulge
in the practise of deviating from
their constituted purpose of fur-
thering the ~ interests of their
patrons in order to publish the
scandalous inventions of anti-Cath-
olic propaganda.”’

were and how large a force of pro-
fessional anti-Catholic propagan-
dists were drawing their living
from them, or building up substan-
tial fortunes on such foundations,
cemented by the elements of civic
discord and religious hatred, can
best be understood from the men-
tion of a single fact. Without
seeking to offer a complete list of
anti-Catholic papers, the Commis-
gion was able to mention by name
thirty-three publications, almost all
of which were at that period
devoted exclusively to propagating
suspicion and hatred of all things
Catholic. Most of them. were
largely of a political character ;
others presented a religious aspect.

We are not then surprised that an
organization like the Ku Klux Klan
could, even after the display of
Catholic loyalty in the War, suc-
cessfully carry on its promotion of
anti-Catholic bigotry in many
gections of the country. The Klan,

is to live at peace with all, to

‘dntﬂgnm/u no class. There is no

barrier erected to set them apart as
a class in political or civil life.
Strong in the knowledge that an
overwhelming majority of their
fellow citizens understand and
appreciate them American Catholics
usually ignore the occasional insults
directed to them by a small and
rapidly decreasing section of the
community not yet emancipated
from ancestral misconception and
prejudices.”

But while, with sound reason, we
have ever relied upon the good-will

of our fellow citizens, it is none the

less important that everything in
our power be done to correct the
false statements that still unfortu-
nately poison and deceive too many
minds in our regard. The results
of paid anti-Catholic agitation can

be seen in sguch enormities as the
| Oregon school law, opposed to
How widespread these activities |

everything that is sacred to true
American liberty. To promote this
same spirit of intolerance in State
after State is even how the purpose
of these bigots.

Loving secrecy and darkness, the
agents of evil are everywhere busily
engeged. Like Middleton’s witches
their ceaseless occupation is to
“raise jars, jealousies, strifes and
heart-burning disagreements, like a
thick scurf o’er life.”” Let us then
be alert, not so much in correcting
false impressions that have already
been made and injustice that has
already taken place as in vigorously
forestalling all such evils. There
is but one way in which this can be
done, and that is by spreading the
Catholic truth in season and out of
geason, in word and in writing.

Cm—

The ingratitude of the world can
never deprive us of the conscious
happiness of having acted with
humanity ourselves.—Goldsmith.

HILLS AND VALLEY

There is no element of nature
more inspiring, more ennobling,
than the mountains. To the trav-
eler who views the gigantic masses
of the Alps for the first time, there
comes a feeling of wonder, of awe.
Nowhere in creation is the Omnipo-
tence of the Creator more apparent,
Nowhere does man receive a
stronger impression of the eternal
years than here. Where was man
when these giant bodies were fash-
ioned ? In the eternal concept.

When a man returns to the town
or village where he was born, he
walks upon his youth, the philos-
opber tells us. He walks on past
days which spread themselves like a
carpet beneath his feet. So when a
man contemplates the eternal hills
towering high into the heavins, he
walks, like Moses, reverently, put-
ting off the shoes from his feet.

Men, impelled by the lure of the
giant mountain peaks, have left
earth far behind, have climbed
wearily, assiduously, day after day
up the dizzy steeps, feeling but
slightly the effort in the mighty
enthusiasm for the congquest of
tho:e ethereal heights Many
over-ardent and impetuous, have
strayed from the path, and have

lost themselves forever in some un-
frequented mountain pass.

The mountains and valleys encir-
cling this wondrous earth of ours
pregsent a striking picture of the
journey of man through this world.

As the traveler approaches the

hills, they appear tremendous, |
) [

insuperable, insurmountable. But,

having once gripped his stafl and |

followed in the sure footsteps of his
guide, he ascends boldly. As he

ascends, the treacherous steeps |
seem to decline, until finally the |

summit is reached. And then, what
a rich reward for all the fatigues
and the labors encoudtered on the
journey! For another world be-

yond the mountain stretches out to |

the enchanted gaze of the climber.

He is amptly repaid for all the

fatigue, the distrust, and the pain.
The conflicts of individuals, as

those of nations, must be approached |

no place for craven cowardice. He

in the glorious reward which awaits
the intrepid climber.

A strange history is that pre-
gsented by the life journey of men
since the creation of the world.
The vast procession, passing in slow
caravan over the earth from cradle
to grave, may be easily catalogued
in two classes,~the workers and

the shirkers. And this is particu- |

larly true of the moral life.
The work of building the Temple
of Jerusalem went on, the Sacred

Writer tells us, with no noise of |

hammer . . . . in silence this|
mighty work was consummated. |
Life and beauty were wrested from
the yielding marble and gold, in|
silence, until the whole was com- |
pl("(’ '

In silence the moral battle goes on \
throughnut the world. Every man
is drafted into this vast army. No
one is exempt. To the outward eye,
things may appear calm, but
within—what a strife! Tears,
blood, wounds, death,—while out. |
wardly all is peace.

The biographer of a French mon- |
arch says of him: ‘‘The fever of
ennui whs the worst of his diseases.
Instead of progressing with deter- |
mination, he drew back within him- |
gelf and watched.”

It is always a fatal moment when
a man ceases to consider his own |
personal warfare, and begins to con-
gider the struggle of his neighbor. |
Many a man is lost through this un-
wise procrastination. '‘The thing
that makes the most light-hearted
man melancholy is analysis of joy or |
suffering.” Analysis is & period of |
silence, of inaction. In this warfare
no man can afford to stop fighting.

Said the Court Physician once to
his Monarch who was afflicted with
this most deadly disease of moral
ennui :

‘““1 do not know much of any-
thing to suggest to Your Majesty.
Your Majesty has been to .War.
Your Majesty has tried to love |
scholars and artists and the pleas-
ures of the palate. Now, when ore
has tasted glory, flattery, love and |
wine, | declare to your Majesty that |
I seek in vain a muscle, a chord,
a nerve center that discloses the
existence of any untried aptitude
for new forms of distraction.”

Here was the honest man for
whom the oldest philosopher went
about the world seeking. The Court
Physician did not know of any |
remedy for the King’s disease, and
he was willing to acknowledge it,
thereby proving that he was abov
the mediocrity of tkos= who are un-
willing to avow: “Ido n)t know.”

The Court Physician did not know
that the remedy for this fatal soul
disease is not a physical one, but i
a moral, St. Paul could have told
him the recipe for strength and
happiness ; St. Ignatius could have
told him ; St Francis Borgia could
have told him. All these men had
possessed power, wealth, influence,
but embracing the meek doctrine of
Christ, had found in stripping them-
selves of all things earthly,—suffer-
ing, yes,—but grace and peace.

Having once commenced the steep
ascent of the mountain of the soul,
the pilgrim may not look huckward.
Nothing is more dangerous, for, see-
ing earth and its comforts so close
behind, he is apt to lose courage
and grow faint-hearted. A rigid
regolution to keep onward, upward,
is the only course, and marks a true
nobleman.

There have been men who in the
face of death have scaled the dizzy

heights, undaunted. No threat of
punichment could deter them when

once they had marked the course. 1

So, when the Due de Fronsae once

prnmiuwd, to the Cure of Versailles |

on the word of a gentleman that he
would throw him out of the window

at the first words he uttered to a |

profligate and dying King on the
subject of the Last Sacraments,—
the steadfast Cure replied : ' If |
am not killed by the fall, I shall
come in agein by the door, for it
is my right.”

And through this heroie resolu- |

tion the unhappy King was enabled
to make a tardy peace with his God.

In the contemplation of that most
sacred of all objects, the Crucifix,

the most faint. hearted finds courage |

to elimb the blood-stained hills of
the soul. With such' an heroic

Leader, Who Himself climbed to the |

very summit of the Mountuin of the

Cross, sustaining the load of us|

all,— it is easy to set one's face
away from earth, toward the eter-

nal peaks of Heaven, where the |

journey ends in peace and triumph.
—l he l ilot.
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A SAINT'S LETTER

Writing to console a mother |

whose infant child had been taken
from her by death, and who had

| expressed her belief that God had

thus punished her for her sins, St.
Francis de Sales addresses these
consoling words :

‘“No, my daughter, it is not to
chastise you, but to favor this child,
that God has saved it so soon. At
the close of our days when our eyes
are opened, we shall see that this
life is so little a thing, that we need
not regret those who lose it first ;
the shortest is about the best, pro-
vided it conducts to the eternal.

‘“But, come, behold your little
child in heaven, among the angels
and the Holy Innocents. It knows
the pleasure you took in caring for
it during the brief time you had it
in charge, and above all the devo-

tions you practiced for it ; in return |
it prays to God for you, and sends |

boldly and with confidence. Hereis | ;o 2 ssonsns xood wishes for your

life, that it may be made more and

2 | more comfortab'e to thus i 3
who shrinks back can have no part | o i s e to thus gain the

happiness which it enjoys. Remain

| in peace, my dearest daughter, and |

keep your heart in heaven, where
you possess this brave little saint.
Persevere in desiring always to

love more and more faithfully the |

supreme will.

*Oh, how happy for this child to |
have flown away to heaven before |
having touched the earth ! What a |
pledge you have on high, my dearest |
daughter ! But I am sure you have |

treated heart to heart with Our

Saviour on this affair, and that He |

has already soothed the natural
tenderness of your mother’s love,
and that you have many times pro-
nounced, with all your heart, the
filial protestation which Our Lord
has taught us: ‘Yea, Eternal
Father, for so it hath pluaecd Th‘ e
| and it is good that it should be so.””’

—

THE FIRST PRIEST

The discouraged priest who sees
his best efforts to make his people

good, met with indifference and |
| carelessness, must often wonder at

the blindness of the eyes that can

look with so much eager interest on |

the paltry concerns of pleasure and

| business ; and at the same time turn
away from the terrifying vision of |

future punishment ; the terrors of
retribution, We say those thoughts

{ must often come to the mind.of

priest ; for if laymen ever think of
*h things it is so seldom and so
tingly as to do them little good.
Have you ever stopped to think
what fools men must sometimes
appear to the reflective mind of a

zealous and earnest priest, when |
| he sees the indifference with which

his most earnest exhortations, his

most touching pictures of the|

Divine love and merey, are received

| by those in whose service he is

spending his life and himself. The
first priest of the Catholiec Church

| was Christ Himself ; and we know

how he wept over the hard-hearted-
ness ard the blindness of Jerusalem ;
that city on which the choicest gifts
God had showered in vain. And in
like manner, every priest who has
by Godi’s command exercised the
holy ministry in the Church from
that day to this, has had only too
much reason to lament that God’s
graces have been tossed aside in
favor of the gods and the idols
which man has set up in the place
which the Most High God should
hold in the human heart.—The
Missionary.

NEW LAMP BURNS
949, AIR

Beats Electric or Gas

A new oil lamp that gives an ama

ingly brillianty soft, white light, even |
better than gas or electricity, has |

been tested by the U, S. Government
and 85 leading universities and found
to be superior to 10 ordinary oil
lamps. It burns without odor, smoke

or noise — no pumping up, is simple, |

clean, safe. Burns 94 air and 6
common l\l’l'\')\l‘lll' '(‘(‘:l) HII‘.

I'he inventor, T. T. Johnson, 246 |

Craig St. W., Montreal, is offering to

gend & lamp on 10 day’'s FREE trial,

or even to give one FREE to the first
user. in each locality who wjill him |

introduce it. Write him to-day for |
full particulars. Also ask him to |

explain how you can get the agency,
and without experience or money
make $250 to $500 per month.

lmprove Your| (,omplexmn
By Using Cuticura

Bathe with Cuticura Soap and hot
water to free the pores of impurities
and follow with a gentle application
of Cuticura Ointment to soothe and
They are ideal for the toilet
as is also Cuticura Talcum for pow-
dering and perfuming.

Lymans, Limited, J“ 5! P-nl S!
Cuticura Soap shaves wllhuul mug.
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Zeal in the

Class-Room
By Rev. M. V. Kelly, C.S.B.
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HABIT MATER'ALS
and VEILINGS
pecially Produced for the Use of
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Black, White, and Coloured
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“Our Pease Economy Furnace
all that can be desired. It is

casy to manage ; does not waste
any Qucl I am more than pleased
with i

If you are at all interested, ask
ur illustrated literature. It's

/ free, and if you describe the building
you propose heating, we shall endeav
to give you some definite informa
tion regarding your own job.

Communicate with

PEASE l()l'NDR\ COMPANY

Attention Mr. Reid

TORONTO - ONTARIO
Telephone Main 7000




