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invaluable medium for resea ch and
reference for generations to come and [
especially for future historians, |

One reads with unflagging interest
the vivid of " that
memorable meeting of the Shepherds
of Christendom,” of whom ( ardinal
Gibbons was the youngest member.

I'he great Pope Pius IX. presided
at the opening and at all
the solemn set wrdinal Gib
bons says that, although own
personal youth imposed upon him a
discreet silence among his elders, so
keen was his appreciation of his good |
fortune at being present among these
venerable men that he did not miss a
single session, and was a most atten
tive listener at all the debates.
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BVERY CONTINENT REPRESENTED

He tells us how “every continent, |
every island of importance, every
pation on the face of the globe was
represented by its hierarc hy, and the
Bishops, kneeling together around
the altar in the Council Chamber,
could im with truth, in the
language of the Apocalypse “Thou |
hast redeemed us, O Lord, to God in
Thy Blood out of every tribe and
tongue and people and nation.

Most beautiful is his deseription of
the venerable Patriarchs and Bishops
of the East. Let the Cardinal him
gelf speak

“These Orientals
banks of the Tigris
the cradle the human family ;
from the banks of the the
cradle Christianity the
banks of the Nile, the home of the
oldest historic ecivilization. They
\ame from Chaldea, from the land of
the Medes Persians and the
Abyssinians, from Mossul, built near
the site of ancient Nineveh, and from
Bagdad, not far the
ruins of They sembled
from Damascus and Mount Libanus,
and from the Land, sanctified
of Blessed
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Another chapter of this
first volume is that of the Knights of
Labor, giving pi of
gociety in the United State the
and eighties, w the
‘money of the country was not only
oncentrated into the 1

¢ few people, but I

is money il

sition «

note
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the condemnation ol the Knights of
[.abor in our country.

Cardinal Gibbons

bishops of the | 8

to do all in their o prevent

His Eminence who went to Europe
in 1877 to receive the Cardinal's
Hat, presented the plea of organized
labor to the Sacred Congregation of
the Propaganda, the memorial hav
ing been prepared by himself, with
the aid of the venerable Archbishop
Ireland, of St. Paul, and Archbishop
John J. Keane, who were then in
Rome.
writes the Cardinal in reviewing th
course of the Knights of Labor,
“when a few years afterward, the
late Pontiff, Leo XIIL, annunciated
the principles which underlie the
Church’s moral teaching with regard
to economics in his famous encycli-
cal, “Rerum Novarum.”

e

Then there are those magnificent
pages, which every American citizen
should read on “The
Republic,” “"The Claims of the Catho
lic Church in the Making of the
Republic,” all showing her unswerv
ing assertion of popular rights, her
cordial devotion to the free institu
tions of America, constantly mani
in word and in work by her
Bishops, her clergy and her people.”

fested

Splendid and interesting pictures
are shown of the story of “Irish
Immigration to the United States,”
that force which proved such a mis
gionary power in this, our country ;
the chapters of “Lynch Law the
condemnation of the outrage and the
ly and
on

jovereign reme guggested,
that splendid
‘Patriotism and
great Cardinal for the true American
citizen and patriot that he

New World.

dissertation
Politics,

18.
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“peloved brother, bear with others,
and they will bear with you
and will be

weakness of the sinner and yvou will
be pitied ; comfort the afflicted, and
vou will be comforted ; raise up him
that falls, and vou sha 1 be yourself
raised up by the help of God’
A'Kempis.
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you the
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| thing else

“It was a great consolation,” ‘
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HOW CHOPIN WAS

WON BACK

.

sy of Madame
gifted Polish lady,
the world of muegic learns these days
how Chopin died through permission |
given by her to publish letter
written by the priest who fought for
the great master's soul and won the
prize. This written by Father
Alexander Jelowicki, C. R, 18 dated |
“paris, October 21, 1849, and it has |
been since the date of its reception in
the family of this lady. The account
of the Resurrectionist father follows : |
“Madame I am still under the |
impression caused by the death of
Chopin, and I cannot write of any-
He died October 17 at |
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“His organism burned always more |
weakly under the flameof his genius,
All marveled that the soul could still
occupy a body so wasted, that his
mind lost none of its vigor and that
the living greatness of } heart had
not grown The face of Chopin
was cold, white, transparent almost
like alabaster; his eyes always veiled
sometimes burned with the fire w ith
in. Always sweet, gentle and brilli
antly gay, sensible to change, he fre
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quently appeared to belong no longer
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Trembling I approached the
door of Chopin’s room, but I found it
closed for the first time against me,
But few minutes Chopin
| allowed me to enter only to shake
| my hand and say
“I have deep affection for you, but
| don’t speak to me of anything. Go
1‘ and sleep.’
| “Imagine

moned me, saylng ne

the great master pass

night.

atter &

what a terrible night 1
| passed ! The next day was the feast
| of St. Edward, patron of my dead
| brother. And during Holy Mass I
1 prayed ‘God of Mercy, if the soul of
| brother is dear to you, give me that
of Frederick !

“After Mass I went to Chopin’s
| room and I found him taking break-
| fast. I saidto him: ‘Dearestfriend,
| this is Edward's name day. Give me
| a gift for him.

} * ‘Speak on, then, because I shall
| refuse you nothing.’
| *‘Give me your soul, I said.

| *“At this Chopin responded, ‘I
| understand you. Here, take it,’ and
| he rose to a sitting position on the
| bed. An indescribable joy filled me.
| What should I do to take this choice
| soul ?
| Crucifix in Chopin's hands.

|  “Chopin seized the Crucific, tears
rolling down his cheeks.

“*‘Do you believe ?’
‘Yes, I believe.! ‘Do
mother taught
was the ponse.

I asked him.
you believe as
your you ?' "Yes,
re
he made confession in
| tears and with deep contrition.

'hen his
“From that hour Chopin was com
| pletely changed. That same day he
| entered into his agony, which lasted
four days and nights. He bore all
| his pains with angelic patience,
| always invoking the name of God
| and thanking Him,
by
| de ired to die for the sake of geeing
God To all friende who
| came to bid him farewell he gpoke of
\ hig felicity. Once Chopin opened his
eves and, seeing his room filled with
puuph‘. he said. ‘What are all these
people doing ? Why are they not

“Transported divine love, he

gooner.

| even

| sweet

| Then he expired.”

Falling on my knees, I put a |

praying ?' All these fell on their
knees to say the Litany of the Saints ;
the Protest the
responses. During nearly the whole
day and whole night Chopin held my
hand in his, saying, ‘You won't leave
me in the supreme moment. Final
ly he was refined in his
manner of speaking, wishing to ex- |
press strongly his gratitude and the
misfortune of those who die without
the sacraments, said

*“‘Only for you 1 should have died
like a pig.’

“At last he pronounced again the
names of Mary and
Joseph, put the Crucifix to his lips,
and his final words were ‘1 am
already at the fountain of happiness.
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How pure, and frail, and white,
The snowdrops shine !
Giather a garland bright
For Mary's shrine.

For, born of winter snows,
These fragile flowers
Are gifts to our fair Queen
From Spring's first hours

For on this blessed day
She knelt at prayer

When, lo! before her shone
An Angel fair.

‘ Hail Mary !"” thus he cried,
With reverent

She. with sweet wondering eyes
Marvelled to hear.

fear ;

Be still, ve clouds of Heaven !
Be silent, Earth !

And hear an Angel
Of Jesus' birth

While she, whom Gabriel hails
As full of grace

Listens with humble faith
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Hail lo, it
Through ages on;
‘ Hail, Mary !” it shall sound
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* Hail, Mary !
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Has won the day.

Hail, Mary, Queen of Heaven !
Let us repeat

And place our snowdrop W reath
feet
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BELIEVES IN VIRGIN
BIRTH
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“Behold a virgin sl 8 na
Emmanuel.”
A supernatural

natural advent

yeing has a super
into the world.
Matthew and Luke in no vague or
obscure way, as integral and
essential parts of their records, give
the narratives of the virgin birth.
e Matthew says * When his
mother Mary, had betrothed
| to Joseph before they came together,
she was found with Child of the
| Holy Spirit.'
|  “Lukesays “The angel said to a
| virgin, thou shalt conceive and bring
| forth a Son and shall call His name
Jesus, and the holy thing which is be
| gotten shall be called the Son of |
: God. )
|  “Evidently the virgin birth of |
| Jesus is not theory to be argued, it |
| is ‘a fact ((: be believed and pro- |
| claimed when the Bible says that |
| God created the world out of nothing |
by the word of His power; that Jesus |
| raised Lazarus from the dead ; that
| upon His gacrificial cross He re- |
| deemed the world ; that He rose from
| the dead the third day ; that He was |
| born of the Virgin Mary, the Bible
means' exactly what To a
capable and logical mind it is appar
ent that in order to be consistent the |
one who refuses to believe in the
virgin birth because of the unusual
| and supernatural should disbelieve
| in the miraculous in the Bible.
“What may be termed the divine
| philosophy of the virgin birth is re
vealed in two considerations the
first that so great was the guilt of
ginning humanity that God Himself

but

been

|
|

| it says.

| must

| the

suffer and atone for the sins of
world ; becoming incarnate it
| must be made clear that while He
was man He God—hence
| the supernatural conception and the
| virgin birth; the
| & perfectly ginless
redeem the
nate it must be imputed sin in the
| perfect ‘nature the
| hence the virgin birth.

‘ “The ministers and the members
| of the Presbyterian church,
almost no exception, believe in and
teach the virgin birth of Jesus, 1If a
pitifully small minority
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deliver
an essential
the Word of God, and of
our standards that Our Lord
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary.

“7o this statement of belief the
commissioners of New York Presby
tery including its Moderator, pledged
their loyalty and that of their presby
tery, and pledged further that their
presbytery. would not in the future
ordain to the Presbyterian ministry
young men who have not mental
caliber and !«[)Il‘lLll.\l grace enough to
understand that the Bible
what it says about the virgin birth of
Jesus in all other matters.

“The great creeds of Christendom,
the Apostles’ and the Nicene Creed
the Augsburg and Westminster Con
fessions and the thirty-nine articles
of the Church of England all declare
their belief in the virgin birth,
The highest and the finest produc
tions of literature reveal the faith of
multitudes. Canon Farrar in his
‘Life of Jesus' says A8 stands
moved by emotion in the ( hapel of
the Nativity and looks upon the
gilver star set in marble, surrounded
by sixteen ever burning lamps and
encircled the inscription. ° Hic
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He talked continually of the gr
God, the
and the saints, whom he mentioned
in an almost litany. He
denounced heresy being the
death-blow of Christian
architecture, and he drew a deadly
parallel between the ¢ onstructive
achievements of the monks and the

destructive activity of the heretics

the sacraments, ‘apacy,
endless
as

genuine

who fostered the religious revolution

in the sixteenth century. He called
the Middle the most whole
gsomely organized, the most sanely
balanced, and the most spiritually
gtimulating in the entire history of
the world, and he asserted in tones
measured, deliberate and resonant,
that sounded like
a passing soul, that the greatest
economic disaster in the history of
England was the suppression of the
monasteries.
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AIM OF EDUCATION

“Because education is a dynamical
not & mechanical proces said
Matthew Arnold, in 1842, "the more |
powerful and vigorous the mind of
the teacher, the more clearly
he can grasp things,
fitted he to cultivate
mind of another. And
find ourselves coming more and
more ; we care less and less for in- |
formation, more and moreforthetrue
exercise of the mind ; for answering
questions and compre
hensively, for showing a command
of language, a delicacy of taste, an
appreciation of religion, a compre
hensiveness of thought, and a power |
of combination, of

and
the |
the
to this we

better

18

concisely

As arecent 1ss8u¢
America says

Does the study of Christian Doc
trine merely mean to the child a
rather dreary hour spent in learning
and reciting uninteresting questions
and out of
catechism it a time
frankly vded If
hasty judgment
whole blame
frankly
pregen

unattrad

answers a well-worn

Is
dre

more or

less 8O
lay
hi

and

on ‘
13
would the

the child, (
routine

a

1d

on ldren

slike faulty
made
the

unde

wions

even 1
1

10re

tive by teacher’s of
sympathy and rstandin

hour shou
life
camp

18 to attr

catech
interest

51N
and

of

ld b
n(

manner
managed
the child
ent lilm.

Ou

18 ord

from the

meeting wit
everlastiing

enough be oaches for n
to world
but

\ccessory,

them to
honors and distinctions;
in
our neglect,

enabling attain
to 1

by
to their final perdition,
would to the true Catholic t
occasion of such reproach and
blame, as would be absolutely insup
portable. The Missionary.

been any measare

be he

LAMARTINE ON
PRIEST

NS S——

THE

There is in every
who has no family, but who belongs
to every family; who is called upon
to act as witness, council as

as or

| agent in all the most solemn acts of

civil life; without whom none can
enter the world or go out of it; w ho
takes the child from the bosom of
its mother and leaves it only at the
tomb : who blesses the crib, the bed
of death and the bier—a man whom
little fear and
ate; whom strangers Ct
“father ;' ¢
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children love vener
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More than Soap
Lifebuoy Soap is a
perfect soap and a
perfect antiseptic act-
ing together in perfect
unity. Its rich, abun-
dant lather makes it a

delight
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unrest, harangues which could have
no other result than public dis
order. It would seem time to act on
the simple truth, which no man in
his senses will deny, that free speech
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the professional “agitator. Free
speech does not mean, and has never
meant in any civilized country, that
men are at liberty to say what they
please, to
when and where they please. The
exercise of even the most undoubted
right is conditioned by duty. Every
right carries with it responsibility,

and responsibility is precisely what |

the “agitator’” lacks.
The proper protection of the com
munity, as well of the poor on
whom the burdens of the day press
so heavily, demands the immediate
uppression of these of
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