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provod that our suspicion was founded | to be obtained by the performance o
on fact. The Washington correspond- | certain good works to which the bless-
ent of the New York Times has ' ings of an Indulgence are attached for
those who perform such works in the |
by informing the public that the agi- | state of grace and friendship with God,

thrown £0me new light on the subject

tation was begun as soon as it wae

1t was mligmuu bigotry which poisoned
the shafts against the Admira The story

Monday and is still alive was that the house
which the American people had given to
Dewey was to become the property of the
{toman Catholic Church,

('umat‘umlully,' accounts for the Admiral’s
haste in marrying and for all the subsequent

Chureh and its desive to obtain the Dawey
hovse for a parsonage and to gat hold of the
property s soon as possible, The iutlaencs
of this religious bigotry was felt as soon as
the Admiral's engigement became known,
and especially after the marriage. There
was a distinet cooling off in the enthusiasm
for Dewey. People who had been shouting
for him became lukewarm and suspicious.

Tt only needed the transfer of the house
to give edge and point to this latent animosity,
The fact that Mrs, Doawey was not a born
QCatholic, but a convert, iungpired additional
hostility.”

It is further explained that care was
taken by the propagators of this un-
founded report to endeavor to prevent
the story which was thus privately cir
culated, from appearing in print, and
it was actually kept ous of print until
it appeared in a S»uthern newspaper.

We do not, by any means, consider
tha American p2ople as a whole re-
sponsible for this exhibition of relig-
ious rancor by a small coterie of Wash-
ington bigots, but truth compels us to
say tha: there are throughout ths
country & goodly number of persons to
ba found whoss sentiments are quite in
accord with those of these narrow
minded people. A proot of thisis to
be found in the single fact that even
before the name of Aimiral Dswey was
hissed at a public entertainment in
Washington, it had already been
broadly stated by many that before
nis marriage _the Admiral was re
gardad as not merely & po3 ble, but
gven a probahle successful candidate
for the Presidemcy, but that the
tnarriage had put his nams outside of
the list of possible aspirants to that
dignity. The Admiral himself, how-
ever, never had any thought, mu:h

less any desire to seek the offize, for
when the subject had been mentioned
{0 him, he had always declared that he
had no political aspirations. Notwith-
standing this, and in spite of the large
moasure of ingratitude which has been
ghowa towards him, he has declared
saveral times that if his services are
again required in time of war for the
public benefit, he will always be at the
disposal of his country for such a pur-
pose.

MANUFACTURING CHURCH HIS
TORY.

‘We have on several occesions point-
ed out the tendency of reporters for the
public press to envolve out of their own
brains ecciesiasiicai uewe 8o far as the
Catholic Church and the Pope are con-
cerned, and we have had during the
past week another instance of this tend-
ency to invent Church history.

The item to which we have now oc-
casion to refer is in the form of a tele-

graphic despatch from a Washington
reporter to the press and is as follows :

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

'HE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH WILL OB

SERVE ITS DAWN ON NEW YEAR'S

EVE.

New York. Dac. 12.—News of interest to
‘Roman Catholics comes from Washington to
the effect that the Apostolic Delegate there
has received the text of the decree of the Pope
designating the year 1900 as thoe holy year.

The decree permits the celebration of mid

pight Mass in all Catholic churches on the
night of Dec. 31, This is the first time in the
history of the Church that any priest has
been permitted to celebrate Mass at the mid-
night beginning the New Year. The decree
slso grants the privilege of Communion at
the midnight Mass. This is also without
precedent. Another feature of the decree
settled it that, eo far as the Catholic Church
is concerned, the twentieth century will be
gin on Jan, 1, 19X, The language of the

decree is too plain to admit of dispute,

The statement that the Holy Father
has appointed the year 100 to be &
Holy Year of Jubilee for the Catholic
Church is correct, and it is probably
correct also so far as the statement is
made that special privileges are grant-
ed in the Pope's decree in regard to
the celebration of the holy sacrifice of
the Mass at midnight of December Slat,
which means on the morning of New
vear's Day, the feast of the Circum-
sion of our Lord Jasus Christ, for the
the inauguration of the year of Jub-
llee. Itis quite within the authority
of the Supreme head of the Church to
grant such privileges, and the occasion
is one which is worthy of a gpecial ex-
erciso of the Pope's supreme authority
to make such a concession as an in-

¢ THE POPE AND THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY. was deemed that
o k could not nave taken place yet
| To the Editor of the Witness : been no intimation thut Bulle
reached Ladysmith
ence wid given Lo Lthe story
cause such an event was desired than that it
was credible, and even the Stock Exchange felt

New York despatch announcing the appear-
ance of a Pepal decree relative to the ang
uration of the approaching century. As 1 |th
bave not seen the text of the decree in ques ghares ros
tion, I am not in a position to speak on the
subject, However, on the strength of that
degpatch you publish in last avening's issue
an editorial #gainst which 1 deem it my | cis
duty to protest The writer refers to

The power of granting sach Iudul
known that the Admiral was about to | gances was conferred by Christ upon i
marry & Catholic lady, and it is other- | S¢, Peter when our Lord fald to him :
wise known that several ministers who | ¢ Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
have in the past rendered themselves | ghall be bound in heaven, and whatgo-
consplcuous by their A. P. A. pro-| ever thou shalt loose upon earth ghall
clivities, tocok part ic promoting the | be loosed in heaven.” This power ut"
agitation, simply bacauss the Admiral | granting such Indulgences comes to the
was to marry a Catholic. Pope as the successor of St. Peter, and
The Times' correspondont says : the Indulgence itself is the *‘ remis-
slon of the temporal punishment due to
which spread everywhere in Washington on sin when the sin iteelf has been for-
given by God.”
In fact as certain good worhs—which
""This story it repeated with the utmost cir- | are really works of penance for sin-—-
are always prescribed for the gaining
aveats by ascribing them to the gread of the | of Indulgences, they may be regarded
practically as a commutation of works
of penance for sin, rather than an ab
golute remission of such penitential
works, though the remission of certain
penitential works is also within the
power of the Head of Christ's Church.
An Indulgence ig, therefore, not what
many Protestants are accustomed to
misrepresent it to be,
It is a remission or &
commutation of the punishment of the
penitential works which are prescribed
to be imposed on penitents who have
committed certain sins.

offapce to every Catholic, Ha alludes ,
to Papal infallibility, indireetly it is dif
true, and in a manner which shows | peen
once more the false notions held by our | cucces
separated brethren concerning that Catholie | reverse
dogma. As a matter of fact, the question at | has been a very o

So far, therefore, we have no reason
to doubt the accurary of the Washing-

Sir.—In last night's Witness I read a

the  Pope in terms caleulated to give

issue, ‘ When does the new ceuntury begin 1
hias no connection whatever with the iufalli-
bility of the Popa.

Archbishop’s Palace, Montreal, Dec. 13, 1500,

THE HOLY YEAR,

Dacree of the Holy Father proclaiming
1900 as the Holy Year. It will be
noticed that the pretence of gome
newspapers that the Pope makes a
mistake by saying that the year 1900
will begin the twentieth century is
absolutely false, as he states that it
will begin after midnight of Slst
December, 1900,

DECREE FOR THE CITY AND THE WORLD
It 18 the highest degreo proper that
those who will celebrate the beginning
of the Sacred year happily indicated
by our Most Holy Father and Lord Leo
XIII should rise atnight to approach
the Author of the century and prostrate
themselves before His altars, and that a
most acceptable sacrifice should be
offered up, namely, that the divine
Lamb should be present at the feast 8o
that they may at the most suitable
time find help, grace and mercy ; for

maker adds that the Pope has made the
twentieth century begin for,the Catho-
lic Church on January 1st, 1900, he is,
of courge, drawing on his own vivid
imagination, for the sake of enabling
some imaginative newspaper editors to
write sensational articles on the ignor-
ance of the Holy Father,

The Montreal Witness has been
caught in the trap thus lald by the
Washington despatch maker, and in its
{gsue of the 12 h inst. it has an editor.
ial article attempiing to prove that the
Holy Father ** persists in declaring the
hundredth year to b3 the first in the
next hundredth, and the nineteen hun-
dredth year to be the first of the twen-
tieth century,” and that he has thus
¢ reached a conclusion so ahsurd math-

The Witness concludes its article by

““The Roman Catholic Chureh, if it cele
brates next New Yoar as the dawn of a new
will ba celebrating an cbvious scien
) Yet it is said that that Church is
to dapart from many of its traditions with re
ward to Mass in honor of this departure from
It would seem that the Church is to be
governad not by ficts, but by an old usage of
the Italian language.”

It is needless to say that the Witness
has bsen betrayed by its old time hos-
tility to the Pope and the Catholic
Church, and by its desire to show off
gome acquaintance with the fancied
¢t ugages of the Italian language,” into | or sing one Mass ouly before
making the statement that the Holy
Father's dacree is inconsistent with
mathematical science.
The Jubllee is proclaimed with the | holy Commuuion either during the
design of animating the faith of Cath-
i far
God, and their gratitude for the bless-
ings conferred by God on mankind.
makes no difference to mathematical Cardinal Mazz>lls, 8. R. C,,
gcience whether the graces of the Jubi-
lee are conferred in the last year of the
nineteenth or the first year of the REV. DR. DE COSTA.
twantieth century. As a matter of fact,
is to begin
with the celebration of Christmas
of the present year 1899, and as it
will continue during the whole year
1900, it will unite the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, though there is
no absolute necessity that this should

have been the case ; but the supposed | ;1 ow that I am now in the Church. I
mistake of the Holy Father has no ex- | expect to make my profession Sunday

Montreal

history wherein
Caurch has been concerned.

Since ke above
Washington history manufacturer has B. F. Da Costa.
gent another despatch acknowledging St. Andrew's day.

that his first account of the matter was ——
incorrect, inasmuch as the Pope’s Ju-
bilee decree states expressly that the
twentieth century will begin on 1st
This correction ap-
pears in the columns of the Montreal
Witness and other papers, showing how

utterly baseless were the wretched at- —_———————
tempts at witticlsm which were sup THE TRANSVAAL WAR,

January 1901,

treai, has likewise sent to the Witness | determined fight

vow our salvation is near. Behold!
now is the acceptable time: Bzhold !
now is the day of salvation.
Bat if the Kingdom of God, that is,
the Church of the present time, is sald
to be like to the ten virgins who met
the spouse by night, especially on this
happy eolemnity, it is proper that all
ghould apply their minds more particu-
larly to those eacred words: Trim your
lamps : Behold the spouse cometh : Go
forth to meet Him.
Also inasmuch as at midnight of
the last day of Dzcember of next
year the present century will come
to an end, and the new one will
begin, it is most fit that thanks s~ould
be rendered to God by some pious
and solemn rite for the benefits re
ceived in the course of this century,
and that further blessings should be
acked for especially in the urgent
necessities of the times, that the new
c¢:ntury be begun auspiciously.
Therefore, that the coming year 1900
may be prosperous, through the aid
asked from God and His only begotten
Son our Saviour, and that it end pros-
perously, €0 that we may hope that a
much happier century may follow it,
our Most Holy Lord Leo X[ has be-
nignly granted that on the 51st of
Daicember both of the present,
and of the coming year, in all
churches and chapels where the Most
Holy Eucharist is lawfully kept, the
game Most August Sacrament may be
exposed for adoration at midnight, ac-
cording to the prudent liberty granted
by the Ocdinary of each locality,
the power being granted to read

it at the same hour (aamely) the Mass
of the Circumeision of our Lord and of
the Octave of the Nativity : and by
special favor, the faithful may receive

Mass, or out of Mass : all other requis-
ite conditions being observed.

All other thinge to the cont:

ry not-

Bishop of Preneste., Prefect.
D. Panici, S. R. C., Secretary.

—_——

distinguished convert :
New York, Nov, 30, 1899,

{stence save in the brains of the Wash- afternoon at b o'clock. It is a long
ington newspaper man, and the over-
editor of the
It is not the first time that
these and other authorities have en- |strength.

deavored to make fanciful ecclesiasti- E‘spi;clallg ““; I h:;leht:d to 51’0“ ““1
your friends for the deep nteres
e Citoils taken. I thankjyou and all from the

bottom of my heart.

In haste, very faithiuiiy in Christ.

others,

ing.

posed to be made at the HOly Father's The latest news from the seat of war is the
cted which has
been received since the beginning of hostilities.
His Grace, the Archbishop of Mon. | Thehopes of the British public were centred

who has been known as a
wnd who when backed

most disquieting and uned

upon General Bulle

the following letter in reference to its | ibic.

. Furthermore, so late as Thuarsday, the 1ith, a
ludicrous editorial on the subjact. | yoport come through London to the effect that
Generals Clery and Buller had succeeded in re-

ducement to Catholica throughout the
world to gain for themselves the graces

tha 14th, inst i —

with a large army

i i
This letter appears in the Witnoss of | lieving Ladysmith, which has been 8o long be-

The War office did not eredit this story, as it
the battle hefore Ladysmith

nevertheless some cred

situation
authentic
eral

I remain, yours truly, 0 that dship was delightoc
Paul. Archbishop of Montreal, British arms may not oceur ag

New energy has been infus
ernment by this defeat,
bheen su

unaertaken of fou
Township of Biddulph

and General Buller has
1toberts of Candahar
haviog been appointed General-in ehiel

hardly yet be called a library, bu

The following l;ga—tmut-latiou of the | command.

tain the dircetion of the campaign in Natal

has also been announced thal

forcoments will be sent

Africs. and it i estimated that General Rob

erts will have 150,000 men under his command.,
v

immediately to South

number of books to be
The library can only be
perous and fruitful of good through
is manifested to-day
tinued by those for whose benefit it is being in

Magersfontein last week
The total loss ginee

and at Chievely 1,100,

been kept carefully concealed; but it impetus to the work by the continuous usc of
¢ which the library is
Magersfontein their losses amounted Lo 1.500.
If this account be correet, the British reverses
Boers than on the

The state of affairs is made much worse poeiry, historical novels, ¢

sencral Methuen, whose march
toward Kimberiy had been hithertoatrinimph
ant parade, has also metl with aser
st 937 men in killed

N

and uninteresting.
historical novel, in wh
past are given a colo

of Spyfontein, where it has been
that the Boers had entrencl
Thisdefeatis the morere

ing 'o wateh how they will swal
All praise is due tolllis Grace

land and the San Franciseo Monitor for calling
the attention of the Cathohie world to this out-
rage.

Regarding Gen. Funston, his  position re
quires no guring out. From the stundpoint of
wn oficer, he mu
ous charge or r

which has suffered most
whole of this South Afri

joy the pictures of life which they

' ( lear m as !
strean Guards, the Connaught MR rn much a

Argyll, and Sutherland, Highl ande
1 p

their customs, rit

and ceremonies with
island, which it ¢
when the defeat was inflicted, rived solely from reading.
journey to Egypt and
the Canidians were
y, when this battle took ¥ .
It has been decided by the Governmd nt
o reinforcements will be sent without delay
to make up for the losses

but also to ensure future succ

masses of building in ston
s ever been Known Lo ace
through Syrinand gazeo

in England to push the war sO a reading of historical works,
ramountey in Seuth Africa
sents itself, as th
s is now known to be to es!
no gver the

everything Cathol

L
protectorate of Great Iiri mad
5 '

is robust physically on your valuable gy

sirong who does not cultivate his mind.

f the Kuropean continent,
1 would only remain
he nations which look
on Britiah expansion everywhe

of the great nation

to make such _additions

that the fighting pow

v merely placing man a
rs of fighting men

HON T R LATCHFORD.

MacMahon disiributed valuable

queted at Ottawa. form of books, to the mos

regard to pulitical aftiliations, g
day night to do honor 19 Hon. Fr
ford, the new Commissioner
in the Ontario Government. Mr.

address and remarks.
ches by Judge MceMahon, N

he guests of the evening and CHILDREN'S PROGRAMME.

Sir Wilfrid Lanrier.  Hon. A. G. Blair, Hon I

Scott, Hon. John

“Queen, Flag and Country”.. «.us
Tnomas Creighton.

al the head table.

trate, were seated
following address to Hon.

Mr. Ross read the
“ This Canada of Our

+To the Hon. Francis R. Latehford, Q. C., M+
. Commissioner of Public
the Province of Ontario :

“Sjr,—0Un the occ

Chorus—* Mother Decarest, Mother Fairest"”
(

“The 0ld Man Goes to School ”

Margaret Lamphier,

Song—**Hurrah For Our Dominion ”

‘asion of this banquet in
intment to the pos §
Commissioner oi Public v hoe {
ment of the chief Provinc
we, your friends anc
irrespective of creed,
tender to you our cong

withstanding. Dated 13th of Novem-
It | ber, 1899,

1 fellow citizens assem
clags or political party,
ratulations and good
from the ranks of the
the high and honorable position to
been appointed is all the more
Tering you our felicitations,

“ Where the Sugar Maple Grows )

an occasion for of
as we know that in your case the
office, but the oflice sought the man,
no means the least gratifying
feature of your appoin

“ Our Lady of the Snows
Mary McLcughling

Clement Flood and

We have much pleasure in publish-
ing the following letter, lately re-
celved from Dr. Da Costa by a priest of
Hamilton diocese who had tor & long
time been in communication with the

opportunities for public
he Government bore
ster, clean life, manly
onal and personal
, where you have practi-
all your life, and where, to the
laurels of your student days, 1e
the triumphs of your
has been such as to c
ydmiration of your
and we are, therefore,
our conviction that, whatever may
tunes of politics (in which we hope
eet. equally worthy sdversar-
ies), your personal stu

Chorus—** The Land of t}
Gle

profession, your ca
ymmend you to the re

‘.hl--en Mcllhargey.
CERTIFICATES FOR JUNI 1899
JUDGE MACMAHON.
Mary Flood, Lizzie
P. 8. L.

glad to place on rec
Daar Father—You will rejoice to

r Beun obtain Ko

f the o ittee 2nd Alma McGregor, Sed Te
struggle that I have been through, e R
but I have been wonderfully supported,
and the prayers of the faithful have

been a great grace of consolation and

2ECre toa.’ Carrigan and Jos Quig
Dougall, seeretaries. '8 RIoY: oil McIlhargey-
Mr. Latchford was mos

The speech of Hon,
he pointed_out the

Clement Flood, Mary Grace, 1
ar and Mary McLoughlin,
Tommy Creighron, Ne

easure al meeting
Ottawa and the large
Harrigan, Ceail Mcllhargey

e,
n Loughlin, Thos. McLoughlin

@

al’s Foot Guards,

pressed his delight at at see 1 Part 11. obtain prizes

remarks by Chairman

By the end of next week I hope to
tha gend you my ¢ Statement. "

ing present repre

seeomnly had shown him had given
v, and he hoped (o

him good heart to do his dut
his foellow-citizens.

have the appreciation of

St. Helen's Branch, No. 1,1
The members nttended the last
in good numbers, very few

) factory reasons for
, the ocension being
Great interest was taken,
e kneely contested, with

I 3

much toadvance Ontario.
in Ottawa than clsewhere,
he hoped ihis wonld continue in res
furure tenure of his scat.

As one fault leads to another, so one
good deed disposes us to perform

Maxims are to the intellect what
laws are to actions : they do not en-
lighten, but guide and direct, and,
though themseives blind are protect-

or
toast of the Parliament of wnada, to which
Hon. . W. Scott replied bris fly.

IR WILFRID LAURIER

Sir Wilfrid Laurier
\

election of officers.
and the various ofli

received with tre the following result
¢

winada was undemable

much to the credit of Mr

a saen A more comprehensive

-t

A VALUABLE GIFT FROMJUDGE‘: THE CHURCH IN THE PHILIP-

PINES.
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Ling of your recent editor
looting of Catholie
stonish many

1 ly pre
cd that the

w the con
\merican
ofoccupation
mduct, The
g up un-
Fampa
of the
pray that the
would not leave

live; the so

obviousinab
men; all showing what might
weeted of them when freed from
people whom they are pleased
wages,  Butall this in no dexree
commanding oflicers for the dis
graceful robbery of the churches, It s their
awduty ofticers of o presumablyCnristian
wiy Lo forbid—under pain of death if neces-
gary—any conduct that would brand the so-

called army

s & mob of thieves, 1t may be

argued that th ers could not control their
mens This however coustitutes no answer to the
charge of i npetence. 1L was their duty to
resign if they could not conduet the .,nninill

like edueated gentlemen. In this connection
iy !n" news for many that General Roberts,
(now Ficld Marshal) finding that certain ir-

regularities of his soldiers proddced unnecess
sary irritation among the Afighan popalation,
ordered that any man caught infringing an
order he issued forbidding it 1o be hanged. As
all concerncd know he would have carried ous
his own orders it was no longer infringed
T'uis is only one instance in many where offie-
ers wert obliged to ndopt drastic measures.
Thit the ornaments, vestments, el
Catholic churches are being used as
and relies, and are being sold assuch openly in
ho U nited Scates, is astanding insult to every
Catholic in the repablic.and it w

inLerest-

Alft.urmpln-r

r himself of the infam
f he does not it s for
¢ president as commander-in-chict 10 see thav

enece

army 18 no longer disgraced by his pres
The United States assumed a great responsi.
bility in sending an undisciplined mob 1o the

X 1w shake ol
} » the occupation was

Manilla, whi

perhaps unprog measured by the Am
i standard, is, according to jlate reports,
“m.m into a regular hell upon earth—saloons,

dance houses, and worse, poisoning the whole

It would be interesting to hear now from
some of the reverend gentlemen who preached
v erusade against everything Catholic at the
beginning of the war. They too must take their
share of the responsibility. **The sins ye com
mit by two and two, you must pay for one by
one" :

I'he roverend ger in their hatred of

hell for heaven,

ting that I hav

10t trespassed too much
¢, 1 remanm,
Yourg, very truly,

Thos MeGinnis.

Attacks the head
first, bnt it soon
creeps  down  into
other and more vital
! organe. It i8 the
1t cause of many etub-
: born and misander-
stood illnesses.

Doetors do not rec-
ognize il many
forms.

has made a specialty of this treacherous
digease. llis treatment is constitutional
and reaches all parts of the body. He

will advise and diagnose your case FREE

and tell yon just what the proper treat-

ment would cost you, BSend for a FREE
BOOK on Catarrh. Address Dit SPROULE,
7 to 13 Doane St., Boston, Mass.

GRAND SONG RECITAL

..... BY..

Mr. WATKIN MILLS

England’s . . .
Most Eminent Basso

AGSTRTED WY

MR. HENRY S. SAUNDERS
8olo Violoncellist

and MR. W. SPENCER JONES

Accompanist

AUDITORIUM—ONE NIGHT ONLY
Thursday, December 28th.

I"opular and only prices, 50 and 75¢. No
extra charge for rescrve.  Plan opens at Audi-
torium Friday morning, De i, 9 o'clock.
Note,—Mr. Mills will sing ctions from all
the great masters.  Also several lrish, Scotch
and 15 oglish Ballads, ing luding Kipling's latess
and greatesy  effort, ** The Absent-Minded
Begear."”

Conecert will be under direction of Mes3rs.
Pococke and McCormick.

1900.
SOUVENIR OF THE HOLY YEAR.

The Catholic Almanac of Ontario and
Clergy List. Splendidly 1llus-
trated Throughout.
APPROVED BY THE APOSTOLIC DELE«

GATE AND THE ARCHBISHOPS
AND BISHOPS OF ON raRio.

 The history of Catholicity in Ontario is &
grand history, and( ‘atholic parentscould easily
supply their children with very valuable iu-
formati n by subscribing to the Catholie Al-
mansc.”—Fergus Patrick McKvay, Bishop of
London |

—
siam eatlahe Thos Ooffey, London, Onte
Price 25 cents,
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J. Meehan ; Outer Guard,

nolitical opponents,
Canadians was al

1
good record for the year 1900

for [ and C should do more 1t is unanimously dec
much for Ottawa, and Canada should do more len's church for the de
as thought to be invine- Mecea of Canadians. . and ex-members of the asso-
tovernment had continued in the track Home, under the auspices of |

men, and by and t St. Helen's Circle and Bre
\ Alexander Mackenzie.
tigan and Ion, J. I, Stratton

Sireet west, and promiges, as on former occas

leaguered, and that ten thousand Boers had

} been captured.

also delivered speeches sions, Lo be a greal success,

Ontario—men, Religious Orders in O itario—
| women.
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