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furnishes the key to the solution ofall the problems raised es est I
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the reins of government all the powers of the State w I naj ere ) he I
basis i
be used to protect and defend its property rights '
buving and | g O abor power e exploitatio
means of wealth production and its control of the pro
1o say ha e 8 an alte Ve wa 4 -0 e
of labor I'hat presentation has always appeared to wi ¢ other elements of the & g “commur
as concise, clear and uncompromising a statement of ne S101¢ S 10 OoDscure and d € clas SIrugg d
actual, fundamental condition of modern society that attempt to divert labor fron revolutionary obje
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needs has developed its own class consciousness

a Class
viewpoint and a class philosophy of its own There he
leaves it Not a word or a hint of the object of its class

aspirations (except for a reference to vague Improve

ments”) or a reference to “he fact that, like Ishmael. in the

class struggle its hand is against

every man and every
man’'s hand against it Is there any neutral ground?
In the next column we have the following There is

a bitter, competitive life between individuals between

classes, between the national entities; concurrently there
exists a condition of world-wide mutual dependence due to
an interlocking system of economic relations such as

calls for a pooling of the worid's resources in the common
interest The

latter condition is the result of a change in

the industrial arts; the former is a condition of life which
suited a state of the industrial arts now passed away
(Emphasgis mine—J H.B.)

So the “bitter competitive life”” of today has no founda
tion in existing economic conditions, but is a hang-over
a psychological aberration, which had its genesis and jus
tification in the “small,

pre-machine age and

self-sustaining economy of the

handicraft.” How it was possible

for a “self-sustaining” method of production to produce a
“bitter competitive life” that would continue with increas
ing virulence long after its alleged had disappear
ed from the scene is a problem of weighty import indeed!

“Whether violence or by legal
means, both must alike have the massed opinion of the
community in support of the social programme.” (Third
col) “Labor has not had thecommunity point of view; it
has not ranged itseif with the community and become in
itiating and authoritative against the system of capital
ifsm.” (Fifth col —~J.H.B.) What does all
this “community”clap-trap amounts to? What is our mod
ern “community?” An aggregation of human beings, div
ided into classes and sub-classes, manifesting economic an
tagonisms, soaked in prejudices mutually hostile and exclu
sive, leavened with sloppy humanitarianism, insulting char
ity and religious hypocrisy. Tuxis, Rotary, Kiwanians,
Gyro and such-like aggregations of the business fraternity
mouthing “communityism,” dispensing charity and preach-
ing patriotism as a mental foil to their normal occupation
of getting the best of their neighbors; Red Cross organiz-
ations collecting funds ostensibly for the relief of the
wartorn and loaning them for the purchase of munitions
and military equipment for the suppression of the first
Workers’ Republic; medical associations proclaiming their
seif-sacrifice for the public health and combating every
new method or school of thought in the art of healing or
prevention of sickness that threatens their privileges and
income; associations of scientific men, equally vociferous
in their zeal for the welfare and progress of the “com-

cause’

control is seized by

emphasis mine

all amount to? Reduction of the hours of ¢ xploitation has

under the stress of competition, but resulted in the intr

duction of labor-saving machines with whose tir

eless pace

the worker must keep step or drop ou I'hose past their
physical prime are not wanted I'he energy and “pep” of
vouth are needed to maintain the pace, and as they drop
out with exhausted vitality their places are quickly filled
I'he ever-increasing number of unemployed agis as an ¢

fective brake on the demands of the emploved for better

treatment, and, from a class viewpoint

is all to the

good All legislation affectir

under which the workers labor has its

e fore
sight of a few of the ruling class (such as Lord Shafts
bury, who perceived that the unbridled ¢ ploitation of the
workers in mill, mine and factory was fast killing 1€
g00se that laid the golden eggs of profit, and if the profit
Systém was (0 continue the limits of human endurance

must be recognized)

Hospitals and public clinics are as

much a safeguard to the health of the ruling class by pre

vention of contagion as to the health of the workers. The

harnessing of science to industry demanded a supply of

educated workers, and the demand was recognized and met

by legislation, and is constantly being reinforced to keep

step with new applications of science. Other reforms

such as the extension of the franchise (car

1lly adjusted
however, to ensure that the workers do not secure un

due  representation), repeal of the anti-combine laws. the

corn laws, et have all been initiated bv the ruling class

in response to the needs of their growing industries
or, being first-class. vote catchers. as weapons against the

opponents in party warfare

Has all this been the

he work of masters and slaves
says “C.” Bah! let us not make a perverred use of words
In seriousness.” Can “C” imagine a similar state of affairs

In a class-less society—or anything different in a modern

clags society based on machine production?
can. One afflicted to such an extent

munity” bug sees strange things

Perhaps he

w

s he with the “com

‘Push the class struggle in a civilized way,” says he
Since the dawn of civilization what has been “the civil
ized way?” What is it but a long, monotonous record of
force, the oppression of the weak by the strong, the brutal
victory of might over the concepts of right, between na
tions as between classes, and man and man? Was the re
cent war not a “civilized” war, and are not the nations pre
paring with all due haste for another still more “civil
ized?”

The modern arms of precision in the hands of “anaemic”
workers were as effective in the great war as if their man-
ipulators had the Physique of professional strong men.
Mental lethargy can be awakened and dispelled under the
stress of impelling social conditions now as previously.
Whatever its shortcomings may be (and reformism is the
most outstanding) the present political position of the
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