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What Varieties Shall We Seed Next Spring ?
Member» of the Ontario Agricultural and Experimental Talon 
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Eliminating Breed Considerations Suggested. Would This Make The Test ol More General Value?

A SUGGESTED BASIS DR SCALE FOR AWARDING PRIZES IN COW COMPETITIONS*
Prof. H. H. Dean, O.A.C., Owlph, Ont.

tion at the time of the teat. We have been grad
ually getting away from the original scale, until 
at present, the pounds of fat in the milk, which 
is the most variable milk constituent, practically 
dec ides the standing of cows in nil classes For 
the years 1907, ’08, and ’09, the prises for all 
dairy breeds, and for all classes nt the Guelph 
Winter Fair were awarded in the order of milk- 
fat prod notion. In the year 1910 all first prises 
for all breeds and classes, except Ayrshire», Hoi- 
steins, and Jeraeytr 48 months and over, were 
awarded according to milk-fat production, and 
these exceptions are based on a difference of only 
about one-tenth of a pound of fat in eaoh case. 
All other prises for that 
prise in the Holstein
fat in the milk. In 1911 all prises, except the 
fourth in the Ayrshire cow (48 months and over) 
class, the third prise in Ayrshire», 36 months and 
under 48 months, the fifth prise in the Ayrshire

iwyHAT the French call, Jxtiuez Foire, or the 
I VV “*<*t *d°ne” policy is moat popular with 
[ the muases. A new idea is usually dis-
1 tasteful to most persons. Some one has said, 
I “mankind in g« neral, hates new ideas because it 
■ requires thinking in order to understand and ac- 
I cept them ’’ This peculiar trait rf humanity has 
I been put into a rhyme which runs as follows:
I “To follow foolish precedent and wink 
I With both our eyes, is eaai<r than to think.”
I Men who advocate change* and improvements
I «re usually spoken rf as “ersnks,’’ "kickers,” and 
“knocker».” The fact is, however, that moat im
provements have respited from new ideas gener
ated in the bruin of a thinker,—e “kicker” if you 
will.

The present is essentially a commercial age, 
particularly so for the Anglo-Saxon race. Com
merce holds sway in, and dictates the policy of 
nations who speak the English language. Phil
osophy end sentiment play but a email part in 
this “work-a-day,” "get-rich-quick” age and 
generation.
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1 point for each pound of milk. 
*0 points for each pound of fat.
4 points for each pound at solide not fat.
1 point for each 10 days in milk, after the first 

20 days, limit 200 days.
I” .......it-.

eaoh per cent, of fat below three per cent, in the 
milk.

year, except a fourth 
class, went according todeducted from the total score for

This scale has been modified from time to time 
in Ontario, until at present we have for this Fair 
the following

3 points for each

id 18 per j 
t did n»t I heifer class, and the fourth prise in the Holstein 

heifer class, were given on the milk-fat basis.
We thus see that four years out of five, at the 

Guelph Winter Fair, practically all the prises 
have gone for milk-fat production. In the great 
majority of cases, weighing the milk and testing 
for milk-fat is all that was necessary under the 
present scale.

Briefly, my propoeal is that the four great 
mercial classes, or 
the basis lor awarding priées. These 
classes are—milk for direct con
sumption, milk for cream and but
ter-making, milk for cheese-mak
ing, and for condensed milk.

In the first ease, prises would be 
awarded according to weight or 
gallons of milk produced, so long 
as it is legal milk—3- per 
12 per cent total solids t 
in the Ontario Milk Act of 1911. 
(A deduction could be made for 
milk under legal standard), 
the second class, milk-fat would be 
the basis of awards; in the third 
class, milk-fat and casein ; and in 
the fourth class, total solids; or, 
this latter olnas might be included 
in the first, and thus reduce the 
number of classes to three, «» at 
least one milk condensery in On
tario buys milk by weight, regard
less of test.
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recommend doing away
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30 days ; limit 10 points.

The British scale aimed to include, so far as 
possible in one scale, the relative market 

values of all kinds of milk and alee to make 
allowance for cows that were advanced in lacta-int in On 

mention
of milk, beI Coming to something more prac- 

[ tical, we find the prises in nearly 
all classes of live stock and live 
stock product» at cur exhibitions 
awarded, so far aa possible, on the 
basis of their relative market value 

[. —or what these are worth in dollars
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and cent*. The judgee in certain 
of the beef, bacon and mutton 
classes at this Fair have their judg
ments, passed upon animals on the 
hoof, "oh

cent fat, 
as defined

ecked up” by the judg
ment of experts on the carcases of 
these same animals. These two are In

getting closer together each year. 
In the horse and 
is, or ought to 
money values that deride awards 
as interpreted by the best judges 
obtainable. What would we think 
of « judge, say of bacon hogs, who 
awarded the prises largely accord
ing to the fat on the hog»P Fat 
is an important factor but not all 
by any means.
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I can see no reason

the ih> Market or food 
values being the basis for practi
cally all other classes produced for 
human food, why not bring the 
dairy cow competitions under aimi-

80 far as I know the present 
scale for awarding prises in the cow 
classes is e modification of an Eng
lish scale of points used by the

■read d
e 1 .i" at present, 

why the Ayrshire» should go into 
a class by themselves, the Holstein» 

a and the

grades in still another class. This 
is too "exclusive” in a test where 
public money forms the chief part 
of the prise money. (I venture

by themselves, the Jersey 
Shorthorns by themselves
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