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Enquiry into Sheep Industry
in Saskatchewan 

By A. FRANK MANTLE
Paper read at Saskatchewan Winter Fair, Regina, Seek.

During the fall and early winter 
an enquiry was conducted into the 
present status and future prospects 
of the siheep raising industry. A 
schedule of questions was sent to 
several hundreds of sheep raisers— 
both farmers and ranchers— 
throughout the province. A grati­
fying number responded and many 
went to some trouble in expressing 
their opinion as to the advantages 
and disadvantages connected with 
sheep raising in Saskatchewan.

Letters of enquiry were also sent 
to a number of the leading packing 
house operators, wool dealers, and 
smooth wire fence companies, ask­
ing them a number of questions as 
to those aspects of the sheep indus­
try with which they were concerned. 
Here again a gratifying response 
was met with and there was evi­
dent upon the part of these com­
panies a desire to co-operate in 
any movement looking to the 
fostering and building up of this 
neglected industry.

An analysis of the replies re­
ceived from sheep raisers indicates 
that the industry of sheep raising 
is in a transition stage in Saskatche­
wan at the present time. The large 
Hock of the exclusive rancher of 
sheep is being replaced by the more 
numerous and smaller flocks of the 
grain growing farmers who keep 
sheep merely as a side line.

Without exception, those ranch­
ers who replied to the circular of 
enquiry, considered the industry as 
viewed from their standpoint to be 
on the decline. Some accepted the 
inevitable and were either disposing 
of their flocks or were bringing 
their methods into harmony with the 
changed conditions of their dis­
tricts ; others desired that old 
conditions might be restored and 
the ranching industry perpetuated— 
not recognizing that the homestead­
er and farmer had come to stay and 
would vastly increase the produc­
tion of wealth per acre in their 
locality. Said one Maple Creek 
rancher, “ My opinion of the sheep 
industry is that it will soon be a 
thing of the past on account of the 
ranch being taken up by farmers.” 
In addition to this cause, the diffi­
culty of controlling watering places 
and preserving them from entry, 
the scarcity of winter pasturing 
grounds near home, the competition 
for range rights and privileges of 
horse and cattle ranchers, and the 
increased cost of holding large 
range areas due to the Supplemen­
tary Revenue Tax, were given as 
reasons for the decadence of the 
ranching industry.

In view of these adverse and un­
alterable conditions it would appear 
to be inadvisable to attempt to stim­
ulate the industry of sheep-ranch­
ing. The hope of the province from 
the standpoint of sheep production 
lies, (a) in assisting those farmers 
who at present are sheep owners by 
placing before them information as 
to how they may improve their 
flocks, how handle them to best 
advantage, and how secure the best

returns when marketing ; (b) in so 
setting forth the advantages and 
profits accruing to sheep production 
that more farmers may be induced 
to make the experiment.

To these ends it would be advis­
able that the Department issue a 
bulletin dealing with this phase of 
farming in Saskatchewan a. id place 
it in the hands, not only of every 
owner of sheep at the present time 
in the province, but also of every 
farmer who is open to argument 
upon the subject.

A large amount of interesting 
and valuable data was compiled 
from the returns sent in, and it is 
gratifying to report that the pes­
simistic note, either as to the 
present state of the sheep industry 
on Saskatchewan farms or as to its 
outlook, was seldom struck. The 
consensus of opinion undoubtedly 
was, that, despite certain draw­
backs, which will be enumerated 
later, sheep-raising is an easy, sure, 
and very profitable adjunct of grain 
farming.

The following facts, being based 
upon a large number of returns, 
may be regarded as authoritative. 
Forty-eight sheep comprised the av­
erage farm flock, where more than 
five sheep are kept at July i, 1909, 
when lambing was completed ; the 
composition of this flock is in the 
following proportion : 15 aged
ewes, 8 shearling ewes, 7 shearling 
wethers, 17 lambs, 1 stud ram. 
Most lambs came between April 
15th and May 15th and most cor­
respondents considered that the 
best time of the year for the lamb 
crop to come. If suitable quarters- 
are available and a supply of suc­
culent feed has been arranged for 
during the previous summer, early 
lambs can be made very profitable 
and the farmer can sell larger and 
superior lambs at 7 months than 
those of the rancher at 18 months. 
Several farmers advocating early 
lambing gave the price realized for 
their lambs as being figured from 
$1.00 to $2.50 above the average.

The percentage of lambs saved is 
83 out of every 100; when the num­
ber of twins is taken into account 
a man would be justified in expect­
ing to save and raise, on an 
average, one lamb for every ewe. 
Without doubt this number could 
be much increased if proper atten­
tion were paid to the securing 
of a good ram, to the feeding of the 
ewes) at the time of breeding and to 
the care of the lambs at, and after, 
birth.

The average weight of fleece was 
7$ lbs. and the average price ob­
tained for the wool was 9} cents in 
1909 and in 1908. Thus the aver­
age income from wool per flock of 
48 sheep (excluding 17 lambs) was 
$23.42 in 1909. The average price 
obtained for lambs was $5.50 and 
for sheep $7.25. The usual amount 
of stock to be marketed each year 
from a flock constituted as> above 
described would be 4 wether lambs 
(the best and most advanced), 7 
shearling wethers, and 5 of the 15

list IHC BINDER TWINE FOR 
SURE* STEAM-ECONOMICAL RESUITS 
DON’T experiment with binder twine of low grade 

or unknown quality. Sisal or high-grade Manila, 
I1C trade-mark, should fcbearing the 1 HC trade-mark, should be your choice.

You can be sure that they will stand the necessary strain. They have 
the quality and quantity of fiber in them that insures strength to spare. 

Even-spun, smooth-running, no knots, thereby avoiding tangles in the 
* * * liti 'twine box and consequent waste. These qualities give even tension— 

which means perfect binding and perfect tying.
Inferior binder twine is dear at any price. It means not only waste of 

time and poor work, but a waste of the twine Itself, possible loss of crop 
at harvest time; and it is not always full length to the pound. Every ball
of I li C twine is

Guaranteed to be Full 
Length

And every ball runs smooth and steady so you can use all of It.
Remember, we sell grain binders. Naturally, therefore, we are more 

interested in the quality of twine you use than the twine manufacturer 
Who does not sell binders.

Stick to Sisal or Standard Sisal 500-ft. twine. If you prefer Manila, you 
will economize by getting high-grade Manila 600-ft. or Pure Manila 650-ft. 
Don’t befooled by alow price. Low-grade Manila costs as much as high- 
grade Sisal, but isn’t worth as much. 85 to 90 per cent of the farmers know. 
85 to 90 percent use Sisal and Standard. In any case, look for the I H C 
trade-mark to be sure of quality. Choose from any of the following brands:
Deering McCormick International

Planet Jr>

Better CropsWith Half TheWork
You can’t afford to farm without Planet Jr implements. They . 

are the greatest implements ever invented to prepare the 
ground for big results and lighten farm and garden labor. .

I Over two million farmers and gardeners are now using ^
\ Planet Jrs. Strong and lasting. Fully guaranteed. J

i Ne. 4 Planet Jr Combined Hill and Drill Seeder. WkeeLHoe. C«Hi- AÂ 
i valor and Plow, saves lime, labor, seed and money. Almo-il all useful

Clen implements in one. Adjustable in a minute to sow all garden seeds,
. cultivate, weed, or plow. Pays quiikly. even in small gardens.

Ne. 12 Planai Jr Double-Wheal Hoe. Cultivator, and Plow is , 
the handiest implement ever mode for true Her* and gardeners.

1 cultivating part* are <rf high-carlw>n steel to keep keen edge. S, t 
1 cially designed to work extremely close to plants without injury.

Dues away with hand-weeding.
Write today for the illustrated Planet Jr «___

logue for 1910. Free end postpaid.
S L Alloa 4k Co Bo. HOST Philadelphia Pa

Agents (or Planet, Jr. Tools

Better let your local dealer know well ahead of time how much you will need. Mean­
while. I f you want more Interesting facts on binder twine, write the International 
Harvester Company of America at nearest branch house for particulars.
CANADIAN BRANCHES : Brandon, Calgary, Edmonton, Hamilton, London, Montreal, 

Ottawa, Regina, Saskatoon, St. John, Winnipeg, York too.
INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY OF AMERICA 

Chicago (Incorporated) U. S. A.

MUSIKRAT
Highest Prices Paid. Large Lots Bot Flat

Get our limits and write for our complete 
Price Lists ol RAW FURS

I We pay all Express Charges. Prompt 
Returns

E.T. Carter* Co., 73 Front St., Toronto, Ont
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