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The Prudential of Newark, N. J., has abolished
the practice of requiring a bond from an agent in its
industrial department, and the radical departure is
found to answer admirably in practice, and is de-
clared to be already attracting a very superior class
of agents to the company, although only in effect a
few months.  The moral effect upon the agents re-
lieved from “bondage " must also be a consideration.

A bill to incorporate the Provident Disability In-
surance Corporation of Providence, R. 1., appears to
have met with a lively show of opposition when
brought up for hearing at the State House last week.
The speaker who charged that the motives which
prompted the sponsor of the bill was the almighty
dollar characterized the bill as “the greatest monstros-
ity which was ever asked of the legislature of Rhode
Island.”

The Superintendent of Insuranceof the State of
New York has addressed a communication to the
District Attorney of York County, calling upon him
“to co-operate with the Tnsurance Department in an
endeavor to procure the indictment of those officers of
the Lincoln Fire of New York who procured a charter
to transact insurance business from the State through
frand, and in order to conceal the same subsequently
rendered a false annual statement to the department.”

The Kansas Court of Apreals has announced
that “where words or phrases of doubtful meaning
are put in insurance policies, the court would not in-
ternret the meaning to favour the insurance com
panies, but the construction as to the meaning of the
word ar phrase would be put upon it that would be
most favourable to the poliev-holder.”  This has been
the procedure in most courts hitherta, and it need not
be supposed that the Kansas Conrts have decided in
favour of the companies all this time

Durine tha two davs' areument in the nited
States’ Cirenit Court at San Francisco, on the appli-
cation of the foreign fire insurance companies for
an iniunction against the threatened acts of Tnsur-
ance Commissioner Clunie, that meddlesome gentle-
man was handled without gloves. and chareed with
attemnting ta drive millions of capital ont of the State
of Califarnia.  “How can von exnect” asked the
plaintifl’s attarney, “Fnelish capitalits to come here
and invest their monev to assist us in developing the
natural resources of this State when they are told
that the laws are administered in such a wav that
the Tncurance Commicsioner is allowed to diserimin-
ate hetween corporations. favoring some  and op-
posing others ™

At Whitachanal Countv Court, before Tudee Ra-
con, a letter was handed in from a country solicitor —
Tudge Racon: What is this man's signature? Can vou
read it?—Plaintiff’s solicitor: Oh, ves. It is H. Bliss
Hill —Tudge Bacon: So these hieroglvphics stand for
that>—The Solicitor: Yes —Judge Racon: You know
the name, or vou would never be able 1o decipher if.
There was a time when clerks were the only people
who could write.  But now. for a solicitor to sign his
name in that fashion is a disgrace. No, it is woree
than a disgrace. it is an affectation. It must have
taken him a good deal of trouble and time to hit upon
such a signature as that, with dots and scrawls all
over the place. T suppose he considers illegibility a
sign of intellect
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The annual examination of the Actuarial Socjet
of America will be held to-day, Friday, in the Sy
Life Building, the presiding officer being \r. A g
Blackader, of the Dominion Government Insurance
Department. This is the first time of o lucting
these examinations in Montreal, and there are two
candidates for the Associate degree.

The Liverpool & London & Glohe remep,.
bering Nelson's immortal signal that “Englund ey
pects every man to do his duty.” has notified i
United States representatives that those of their e,
ployees who are called upon to fight for [ncle Sap
m his proposed campaign against Spain <1l haye
their salaries continued while so occupred. This
great English company first in war and firt in peace
has a record on this side of the water for 1il. rality at
the proper time, which is the envy and spair of
some of its competitors who will follow suit 1o dogh
on the salary question.

The Prudential Insurance Company \merica
has announced that the war clause in all i« policies
industrial or ordinary, held by men who cnter the
military service of the country, will be waive! and no
extra premium will be charged.  This is an entirely
new departure in industrial insurance: the practice of
the British industrial companies is to charge a few
cents extra premiums in similar cases, the \mericar
industrial companies having had no experience of the
war hazard. At the time of the civil war in the United
States, industrial insurance was unknown on this side
the Atlantic,

The Toledo Ohio papers print this following start
line announcement of woman’s rights (or wrongs)
under the heading, “ Revocation of Marriage—t,
whom it mav concern” :

I. Delia Perry (sometimes called Birdic Perry)
herehy revoke, cancel and annul the marriage cop-
tract and relationship heretofore existing hetween
Charles Wald and mvself. 1 renounce all right and
privilege to sustain the relationship of wife toward
him in the future,

This fair reconcentrado in the bonds of marital
fusion has been seized with the spirit of liberty and
\\nv;hl be free ! But what if the cry should he taken
up ?

Wa do not subnose that tha Scrinture iniunction
to “be not richteous overmuch was intended to dis
courage right-living up to a man’s level hest, bt
rather to cantion against a spurious righteousness in
which the profession and the performance micht he
widelv at variance. The same thoueht in connection
with life insurance was suegested by President Pat-
ton, of Princton University. recently, in his snecch he
fore the Life Underwriters’ Association of New York,
when the warned his anditors arainst over-insurance
He nreached before the New Yorkers the orthadox
doctrine of the duty of life insurance, but in<icted on
two thines, viz.: that a man should get the heat kind
of insurance, paving the nrice for a good article and
irnore inducements to take the “chean™ varictv: and
then that he take of the reliable Lind only so much as
he can keep un continuonsly, The advice was timely
and fits the agent and the company as wel!! s the
insrant. One of the nositive evils of the 1t jnenr.
ance husiness in this conntry is and has heen the strain
"t unon the nolievholder to carey insnrance which
the agent has induced him to take against Vis own
better judgment.—A e,




