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Personals
Mr. 11 Hal HJ<U\VN, general manager for Can­

ada of the London & Lancashire Life Assurance 
Company, sailed on Wednesday from New \ork 
by the Lusitania, lie is paying an official visit 
to the Head Office id the company in London Mr 
Brown expects to return to Montreal within three 
or four weeks.

Mr. Edward W. S MoRRKN, superintendent 
Marine Department Western Assurance Company, 

Toronto, visited the Montreal branch of his com­
pany tins week.

MR. U Mi l) I’ATI RSnX, of the I'lnmix ol Eng­
land, is e\ 1 >evted to return to Montreal front Eu­
rope early in |une. He is enjoying a well earned 
holiday.

Mr. William Mavkay, manager Royal and 
tjuccn insurance 
Ins companies through the West.

Mr. T I). Richardson, manager, for Canada 
New York Eire Underwriters, spent a few days 111 
the city this week

Mr I W Mol.soN, Montreal, insurance Broker, 
is at present enjoying a trip through Switzerland.

WHAT STARTED THE FIRE?

This is a question not always easily answered. 
Of the 5,054 fires listed in the pages of 1 lie Argus 
list year under the caption "t auses of Fires in 
Chicago,' 1,890 were reported as of unknown 
origin. Ill - i urrent mrnlier of a leading electrical 
journal devotes some span- to a discussion of the 
subject "Ilow the Eire Started" Hie author of 
the article in question says that it is seldom that 
a "Cause unknown" fire reveals its secret, But that 
mi instance of this rare kind occurred in ( hicago 
recently, the facts in the case Being as follows:

A fire l>n>kc out 011c duy at the h<* -<1 the 
entrance stairway on the second floor of an office 
building. The fire center 
underneath the floor, and, after the chopping away 
of a large section of the flooring, was soon ex­
tinguished. No cause for the fire Being apparent, 
it was listed as “unknown." As, however, it is 

this planet to find (at any rate invent) 
satisfactorily settled 

clearly due to the 
I11 ninety-nine cases

the enq tv spacewas in

customary on 
a cause for every effect, it 
that this particular fire- 
pernicious activity of rats, 
out of a hundred the assumption would have dis­
posed of the question ; this, however, hap|>rned to 
Be the hundredth case. Shortly after the time of 
the fire, the owner of a restaurant on the first floor 
of the same building called in an msjiector to look 
at one of Ills Bracket lights that had lx-ei- giving 
trouble, ll turned out that this fixture had acci­
dentally Been Broken off shortly Ik-fore the tune 
of the fire upstairs and had Ik-oii replaced and re­
paired by the janitor, who, of course, was also 
an ex|K-rt electrician ( ?). Somehow, however, his 
skilful treatment of the injured bracket did not 
prove entirely successful; the light burned dimly, 
and even died away altogether at times Tile in­
vestigation of the inspector showed that the joints 
m the wires in the outlet Box were very |x* rlv made

Burned

olompanies is visiting agencieswas
was

THE NEW GOLD AND SILVER PIECES.

Parliament has just passed the necessary legisla­
tion for the coinage of Canadian $5 and $10 gold

This will supply 
While Inc ex- 

arms

pieces, and $ I silver pieces, 
work for tin- new mint at Ottawa 
istence ol gold pieces with the Dominion 
upon them will U- gratifying to the national pride 
of Canadians, it is not very likely that they will 
become very much 111 evidence in general circula 

Bank notes are more convenient as a medium

and quite innocent of solder; the tape was 
away, as was also some of the insulation, hire 
was carried along the insulation through a hole in 
the top of the Imx left 0|ien by the wiremcn, 
ignited the dust behind the wall and crept along, 
assisted bv dust, shavings, etc., until it finally got 
under the floor at the head of the stail way and 
tried to Break through. Only the circumstance 
that it attacked the floor in the daytime saved a

turn.
id exchange ; and the Banks w ill continue, as here­
tofore, to push the circulation ol their own notes. 
Likely enough a certain amount ol the coins will 
find their way into the cash reserves o| the Banks 
and of the Dominion Treasury. No h im will Be 
done By the new currency unit the Cioveminent
makes special efforts to get them into em ulation, 
and that it is not likely to do. The c< ins couldheavy loss
only lie pushed into circulation through displacing 
bank notes ; and it they displaced Bank notes they 
would lessen the ability ol the banks to grant 
discounts
it is said that there is a demand for sdv< 1 dollars 
ill British Columbia. 111 the rest 1 I the country 
they will not meet with much favor.

» » »
TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD.

• • •
THE WALDMAN FIRE INVESTIGATION.

The investigation laefore tin- Eire ( omieissioners 
is still proceeding, as to the cause of the lire and 
explosion which took place on the preink 
pied by |. II Waldman & Co., St. Paul Street, 
Montreal, the particulars of which were duly re- 
imrted in THE CHRONICLE. Expert rv idem e Ins 
licen given on both sides. No definite conclusion 
has yet Ix-on arrived at.

So far as the silver pieces are concerned

lln Sun Insurance Office, London, England, or 
gunizod 1st April, Iqio, will celebrate ils 2001I1 
anniverstry on 1st |utv next, in London, England 
The foreign branches will Ik- well repri enter! on 

I lie Canadian Branch has Been under

• • »
The largest oil tank ever 

is to lac constructed lay the Imperial Oil Company 
at Fort William, Ont. The company claim it will 
have a capacity of 1,000,000 gallons.

constructed in Canada
the occasion
the management of Mr. Il M Blackburn, loronto, 
for many years.


