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CRIMINAL STATISTICS OF CANADA.

Xlthough the statistics of crime to which we direct­
'd attention last week are not an attractive study, 
•encrai!y there are few topics which have a closer 
bearing «P0" the public welfare in both a busin -s 
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and private
j,, tin rein, has a moral reputation which, according 
w it, character, affects for better or for worse its 
commercial credit abroad and its prosperity at home 
flu- history of the progress of civilization is the his 
,ali evolution from a condition of lawlessness 

of law and order. The criminal classes arc sur 
vivais of a social state, out of which the general body 
of the people have been elevated. The beneficent in 
fluences which have implanted higher principles and 
self-control in the people as a whole, and those stern 

which are intended to hold the unruly in check.
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not prepared to accept unreservedly the 
of "Indictable Offences ' as a strictly accurate 

exhibit of the comparative prevalence of serious 
crimes in the different Provinces. Is it reasonable 
to believe that in Ontario, for instance, there is three 
times as much serious crime committed as in the Ma­
ritime Provinces, or, that, in ltritish l olumbia. 'he 
number of graver offences are double the average of 
the whole Dominion, and nearly four times those in 
Nova Scotia ? Wherever there is a large city popula­
tion. there is everywhere a very much greater preval- 

.f graver offences, such as burglary, assaults,
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ones
,rv still found ineffective in regard to a certain ele- 

the community. By criminal statistics we 
what extent such influences have failed in

ment m 
learn to
their purpose. Hence, they suggest enquiries into 
the causes of such failure, and as to the methods need 
iul for bringing the lawless element under the in 
fluence of moral restraint and discipline 

W ere a complete exhibit made public of the entire 
CJS| „f maintaining the judicial machinery, of pre­
serving the peace, and of keeping up penal institu 
lions, the country would he startled at discovering 
Ivm heavy is the tax burden imposed by services re­
quired for the protection of life and property 
this total cost could he added the losses caused by 
depredators who prey upon the public, it would be 
fourni that the aggregate cost of the criminal popula- 
lion amounted to a sum sufficient to maintain the 
whole of them without work in comparative luxure 
\V> commend the preparation of such a statement to 
ihe Government statisticians who have the necessary

cnee 1
forgery, embezzlement, etc., than in rural districts, 
t thservation of a wide field of statistics, covering 
those of the States and Europe, shows that, in cities, 
and large towns, offences of the graver sort are from 
three to four times as numerous, in proportion to
population, as in rural districts. Ibis would raise the 
record of < tntario above other Provinces hut it
should proportionately lower that of British Colum­
bia, which stands at the head of the list. The dis­
crepancies in the number of serious offences returned 
for different Provinces arises to some extent, we be­
lieve. from a different classification of them being 
adopted in various places, so that offences grouped as 
“Indictable" in one Province are, in other Provinces, 
classified under the head of “Summary Convictions." 
The Province of Quebec occupies a very honourable 
position—if the phrase can he allowed in this connec- 
tion—as regards its criminal record. This becomes 
all the more manifest when we consider that in this 
Province is the largest city population in the Domin­
ion, as well as a number of places of considerable 
size. This claim is supported hv these facts, from 
1SH7 to 1 Hi,7, eleven years, the convictions for mur­
der were, in Ontario, 28; in Manitoba. f>; in Nova 
Scotia. 4; and in Quebec, (>. Owing to the regrettable 

ii uniformity in classifying crime in the official

i to

data at hand.
The official “Report on Criminal Statistics Or 

t8<)7" divides the returns into two classes, "Indict 
able Offences," and, “Summary Convictions." Classi­
fied by Provinces the Indictable Offences, which 
comprise felonies and tnisdemeamours for tSc/j and 
18147, were as follows:—

No. of Convictions. No of Convictions |wr 
1000 of population.

18%.

Province.
want <
statistics of different countries, it is not possible to 
he as exact as is desirable, when dealing with statis­
tics. But the following comparative exhibit for the 
United Kingdom and Canada, for the latest year 
available, is a close approximation to the facts:—
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Tin "Summary Convictions," which include minor 
offence-, a large number of which are not crimes, in 
1 proper sense, such for instance, as breaches of mu 
niripal by-laws, are thus stated:—
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