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NOTE AND COMMENT I believe that in the centuries which 
are to come it will be Ll.e greatest pride 

The revieed Japanese hymnal, pie- and the highest renown of England that 
pared by a Presbyterian missionary, has from her loins have sprung 100.000,000 
now reached a circulation of 190.000 it'may be 200.000 000—men who dwell 
copies. It is the most popular book in

Every attempt to reduce the seventeen 
Independent Lutheran denominations of 
the United States to a less number 
pears foredoomed by German pertinacity 
to utter failure, says The Interior. A 
series of conferences on the question of 
general Lutheran union were arranged a 
few years ago. at which representatives 
of most of these denominations came to­
gether. But the tourians” soon
made the gatherings ridiculous by refus­
ing to join with the rest even in a ser­
vice of prayer and song until the others 
had acknowledged that the hard and- 
fast views of Missouri Synod on pre 
destination were the truth, all the truth 
and the only truth. The impossibility 
of any arrangement with s»' h extremist* 
was recognized, and th«.o general con 
ferenoes were aban .oned.
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and prosper on that continent which the 
old Genoese gave to Europe.—John 
Bright in 1865.

Through the efforts of the Young 
Men's Christian Association in the col­
leges 50,000 students are now enrolled 
in Bible classes for the systematic study 
of the Word of God.

The Foreign Missions Committee of 
the English Presbyterian Church is 
bringing the serious nature of its flnan 
cial position under the notice of the 
Presbyteries of the Church, by intimat­
ing to them that, owing to decrease of 
income and .he pledge re ently given 
that no further deficits would be incur­
red. it will be necessary to cut down by 
$5.000 the appropriations made to the 
different centres on the field this year, 
end probably $10.000 next year.

The r Ikan situation in its interna 
tional .ispeot remains unchanged. The 
great L rope&n Powers are still debat 
Ing. Ti -key and Bulgaria have agreed 
to susj. nd further mobilization of

in Bosnia and the Herzegovina against 
Austria.

uerilla warfare has broken out

General Kumpa'kin, in tl’e instalment 
of hie euppressed history of the Russo- 
Japanese war published in the October 
McClure's, makes some rem&'kab'e state­
ments of the general unpreparcdneee 
and inefficiency of the Russian army 
and of the corresponding preparedness 
and devotion of the Japane e. Of the 
latter he «ays that "In some cases Jap­
anese mothers even killed themselves 
when their eons, on account of weakness 
or ill health, were denied admission to 
the army.” “Many officers and Sol­
diers.” he adds, "before going to the 
front, had funeral ceremonies performed 
over their bodiee, in order to ehoxv that 
they intended to die for their native 
land.” He eays it was the moral supe­
riority of the Japanese over the Rus­
sians that gave them the victory.

The statistic» of the Suez Canal traffic. 1A__ . .. , . , . . Dr. W. J. Dawson has been invited by
for 1907 show that out of a total of 4,267 St. George’s Episcopal church, New York 
ships passing through the caual, aggre­
gate tonnage 14,728,434, the American 
flag was flown by only nine ships, with 
a tonnage of 12,537. The top liners were 
the British (2,651 ships), German (5801,
French (239), Dutch (123), Austrian (129).

city, the seeqe of Dr. Rainsford’s labors, 
to conduct special services from No vein 
ber 29 to December 31. This is the first 
time that Dr. Dawson has been invited 
to hold a meeting in an Episcopal church 
and it is probable that the way was 
opened through the adoption last year 

Dr. Dixon, of Ohjoago, says : “The by the General Convention of the Canon 
men who have been blessed of God in 
winning souls to Christ have been, with­
out exception, believers in the inspira­
tion and infallibility of the Word of 
God." This i* true, and not surprising.
The Bible is the sword of the Spirit.
How can any man expect to use it effec 
lively who begins by discrediting it!

/

which permits ministers of other de­
nomination* to fill Episcopal pulpits.

Zionism promise* to benefit materially 
by Turkey’s political liberation. The 
Hebrews, under the regime of the Otto 
man sultans, who have been forbidden 
to buy land in Palestine, are now buying 

. . .. , _ . . . . openly, and it ie stated that a Jewish
ported trom Alexandria, in Egypt, which .yndioate i3 now negotiating for a large 
tends to confirm historical statements 
contained in the Old Testament. Prof.
Brugsch discovered a report of hierro- 
glyphics concerning the seven fat and 
lean years, predicted by Joseph and re­
corded in Gen. 41: 25. It is said that 
the agreement of the two reports even 
to the very years is complete.

Another important literary find is re )
"The Congregationaliet’’ remarks that 

biographical studies should be excep­
tionally popular this coming year in 
view of the number and character of 
the men whose birthdays are to be pub 
licly noted. John Milton was bom 300 
years ago, Dec. 9.
drawing near the centennials of Glad­
stone, Abraham Lincoln, Charles Dar­
win an(| of Mendelssohn and Chopin. 
"In religious circles the four hundredth 
anniversary of John Calvin will be wide­
ly recognized, and other anniversaries 
besides those named, which will appeal 
to the public, will be the Tennyson and 
Holmes centennials. There ought to be 
a good deal of homiletical material aris­
ing from the fresh study of these great 
personalities, and any individual will 
be profited whose course of reading the 
coming year takes due account of them.

part of the Sultan's private domain now 
in the market, comprising the whole 
length of the Jordan Valley from Tibe- 
ras to the Dead Sea. There ie little 
doubt that the Jews will soon repossess 
the site of Ancient Jericho, which was 
the first fruit of the Ieraelitieh conquest 
of Canaan. The greater part of Jerusa 
lem, outside the walls, already belongs 
to Jewish capitalists.

Then there are

Arising out of the recent incident in 
the British House of Commons, the 
Speaker has announced a limitation of 
privileges hitherto extended to lady visi­
tors. He said: “I have taken upon my­
self to issue an order that no ladies are 
to be allowed to pase the doorkeepers. I 
have bet u reluctantly compelled to do 
so in order to maintain the dignity of 
the House.”

The understanding between the pow­
ers thus far reached in the Eastern ques­
tion is understood to be: A change in 
the treaty of Berlin to recognize the in 
dependence of Bulgaria; the powers will 
merely “take note" of the annexation of 
Bosnia to Austria, but recognize the an­
nexation of Crete to Greece, and deter­
mine the financial obligation* of Crete 
to Turkey, and, perhaps, of Bulgaria to 
Turkey ; the reetriotions as to Montene- 

amid scenes of great excitement, he wa* gro’s rights of sovereignty will be swept 
"named” and suspended for disobeying 
the orders of the Chair. This means

Mr. Victor Grayson, the Socialist M. 
P.. has been ordered to "withdraw” from 
the British House of Commons. Later. The plans adopted by the Japanese gov­

ernment for the colonization of Korea 
are peculiar, though they have some re­
mote resemblance to the old English 
plan of operating by companies like the 
old East India Company or the newer 
British South Africa Company, 
difference, however, is great, for though 
vast powers are conferred upon the new 
Oriental Colonization Company it is not 
itself a political government. Its bus-

sway, thus freeing her from the control 
of Austria under which she was placed 

that under the Standing Orders he will by the Berlin treaty. Russia desires the 
not be permitted even to enter Palatx# opening of the Dardanelles, and Turkey 
Yard again for the remainder of the ses­
sion, unless Parliament rescinds its de 
Cision.

wonders what she is going to get in the 
-way of compensation. The

The Christian Science Publishing So­
ciety has announced the establishment 
at Boston eof a new daily paper to be lues* .is varied, and includes agriculture, 
known as the^ Christian Science Moni- buying, selling, leasing and renting
wr. The announcement is as follows : land for colonization; constructing
"The current of human thought is set- ing, selling and renting buildings
ting in the direction of that which colonization ; assembling and distribu­
tion» is real—the good that men do, not ting settlers, both Koreans and Japan
the evil. It will be the mission of the ese; supplying machinery, implements
Monitor to publish the real new» of the and other things needed for the
world in a clean, wholesome manner, purpose, and lending money to the set-
devoid of all the sensational methods tiers, besides fisheries and “all other”
employed by so many newspapers. kinds of bus i ne#. "Under this last
There will be no exploitation or illus- clause "all other," says the Japan Eoono
tration of vice and crime, but the aim mio and Financial Monthly, “the
of the editors will be to issue a paper pan y transact commerce, transporta
which will be welcomed at every home tion, monetary circulation, mining, manu-
of purity and refinement and cherished facturing and many other kinds of busi-
Weals.” ness."

It is sometimes charged, and as we 
think moet unfairly, that the "oall" 

larger stipend always 
prompt attention ; not always, by any 
means I Here is a case where a man 
gives up a position with $10,000 to en­
ter the ministry at perhaps lees than a 
third of the salary. An exchange says: 
Mr. Glunt, superintendent of one of 
Mr. Carnegie'* stee. mills at Home­
stead, at a salary of $10,000 a year, haa 
resigned that position in order to enter 
the Presbyterian ministry, and is about 

training at the 
Western Theological Seminary. He is 
forty years of age, and has been employ­
ed in the steel mills since he was

with a

fur

to take a course of
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