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coiiditidn known as iu-idosis ; wIkmi this is |ircs(iit the daniicrs

of a i^ciicral ana'stlictit- arc greatly increased when tiie hreath

of a patient smells of acetoni' or wiieii there is the acetone

reaction in the urine. etliiM', and esjjccialiy cidorofornu are

contra-indicated, and it is in such cases that intras|)inal

ana>stlu'sia is specially useful.

For some years in America, and more recently in this

country, a mixture of nitrous oxide and oxy<ien in di'finite

percenta<ies has been used for prolonged oj)crations. In severe

abdominal conditions it may be used witii advantage, eitiu'r

with or without nerve blocking by means of novocaine sub-

eutaneously. This without doubt diminishes shock, })Ut the

method is ditHcult and has its limitations.

At St. Tiiomas's Hospital h 'ional. and els( where ether,

has been used intravenously.

"The most dangerous ju'rhaps of cases met \\'a\\ under the

lieading of the Acute Abdomen are those of acute intestinal

obstruction with conscfjuent severe vomiting. When an

ana'stlu tic is given in such cases, gri'at care must l)e taken of

tile position in which the ))atient is ))laced ; the liead nuist ])e

on a level or little below that of tlie body and turned to one

side with a gag in the mouth, the danger lu'ing that of inhaling

the vomit into the air passages. Here again intraspinal

ana'sthesia is indicated, and more recently we have been using

intratracheal etlier : with this method, as soon as the catheter

lias been passed into the trachea, all dangei' of inhalation of

vomit ceases.""


