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Germany. And, in this state of things, what would be

the position of the British Dominions? It is improbable

that Germany would desire at once to annex them as

portions of lier Empire. She would probably, at first, be

content to put pressure to l>ear so that they should sever

their political connexion with Great Britain : and then

would attempt to obtain the monopoly of their trade by
enforcing preferential treatment. Were emigration from
Germany again to ))econie necessary or expedient, the

emigrants would be encouraged to go to Canada or

Australasia ; by which means the German element in

these communities would be strengthened. Meanwhile,

in various directions the emissaries of German ' culture

'

would be spreading their nets. Elsewhere German action

might be more direct. According to the summary of his

speech telegraphed to England, General Smuts has recently

stated that there is evidence in the hands of the South
African Union Government of German intrigues against

British South Africa. It is impossible for us here to

know the character of such evidence ; but we all remember
the exultant message which the German Kaiser dispatched

on receiving the news of the foolish fiasco of the Jameson
raid. It showed better than reams of commentary how
close was the attention being paid by Queen Victoria's

august grandson to the possil)ilities of trouble for the

British Empire. Happily for Great Britain, ' by a certain

divine good fortune ' the members of the German governing

classes excel in offending those whom it is their interest

to conciliate. Thus, after the treaty of Vereeniging,

Transvaal farmeis trekked into German South-West
Africa to escape the humiliation of British rule. Most
of them, however, soon found their way back, recognizing

that the whipcords of British dominion were far lighter

thai the scorpions of German authority. Similarly, if,


