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I am going to speak to you tonight of Canada’s support of our
army overseas.

The government has been giving the closest attention to all the
available facts. We have been examining the probabilities of the
unknown future course of the war. We have been considering
particularly the methods of supplying reinforcements required by
the army. At the risk of increasing temporary anxiety we have
taken the time needed to look at all the facts. In war time condi-

tions change very rapidly. Five years’ experience has taught us all
that nothing is more uncertain than war.

I emphasize the question of reinforecements because no other
question is more important to our fighting men. The government
is fully aware of the public concern about reinforcements. '

The Problem of Reinforcements as Related to Canada’s
Total Military Effort

Let me begin by placing the question in its true perspective in
the picture of Canada’s total military effort. Since 1939, nearly a
million men have served in Canada’s three armed forces. The
present strength of the three services is about three-quarters of a
million. All but 68,000 are volunteers. These figures represent a
stupendous achievement in raising fighting men for a nation of less
than twelve millions, particularly when account is taken of the
manpower required for war production and.vital civilian services.
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