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in Germany during the past week. The excuse that Tunisia .is not decisive

cannot avoid the implication that the next attacks will be made nearer home :
*‘ the war will be decided by what happens in the centre and not on the rim.
The admixture of encouragement and warning has been quite indiscriminate;
D.N.B. argued that the question was not whether the Allies wished to invade
Europe or not; they must do so, if they hoped to turn the fortunes of war in
their favour. ‘‘The initiative is not by any means entirely in the enemy’s
hands.”” The publicity given to the Atlantic Wall has this week reached its
ak. In distributing awards to engineers and builders Speer claimed that this
E:stion of the homeland was *‘ one of the proudest creations of German building.”
The defences of Southern Europe were also claimed to be very strong; there was
now ‘‘ no soft under-belly *’ to the Axis. Broadcasters on this theme emphasised
that the Mediterranean was broader and deeper than the Channel; the Allied
steed might well hesitate before the water-jump. And finally emphasis was laid
on the determination of the defence forces: German troops would defend every
inch of Italy as if it were their own country. Yet the available evidence suggests
that German troops have so far been sent to the Balkans rather than to Italy.
In the midst of this mass of reassurance a realistic note was sounded by
Sertorius, who warned the public not to hope for any long pause before the next
move : Germans must not think that the enemy would take long to rest or regroup
his forces; ““ a week at the outside’’ was necessary to restore the full fighting
strength of the three Allied armies in Africa. '
This preoccupation and suspense 1s evident too in the absence of discussion
about what is happening on other fronts. Comment on U-boats and sea-warfare
is this week nota Breabsent, nor has much been said about air-raids, apart from
continuing the propaganda line of emphasising the cost of the raids to the Allies
in men and machines. The German communiqué of the 17th reported Royal Air
Force attacks ‘‘ by weak forces’’ on two dams only, but ‘‘ heavy casualties’’
among civilians due to the flooding. The Russian front has supplied some news;
it appears there is now hard fighting reported from at least three sectors of the
huge Eastern Front, and some apprehension has been expressed regarding the
possible developments. Sertorius, broadcasting on the 10th, Warnedeﬁis listeners
that the whole length of the Eastern Front was in a condition allowing of large-
scale operations, and that the Soviets might commence a big offensive at any
moment. Supporting the fourth appeal o? the German Red Cross, Hitler said
nothing to brighten this picture, but repeated that the German Army in the East
had overcome a crisis which would have broken any other army in the world.
Despite its many trials, the Home Front must not forget the soldiers, whose
sufferings are beyond all comparison even with what raids can bring. ‘
The trials of the Home Front are many and varied. and this week brings
evidence of those connected with war-production. Official speakers have been on
the whole optimistic in their assessments of the recently-
power. Reichsminister Funk, addressing a conference
Chamber and the Gau Economic Chambers, stated that redirection of labour and
the closing-down campaign had together brought over a million new workers into
war industry, and that the closing-down measure had released 30,000 of these—

)
arly this year of a

of the Reich Economic

a very modest figure compared with Transocean’s estimate e
possible 300,000. Sauckel told an audience in Weim
man-power at the disposal of the Axis powers was superior to that of Great
Britain and the United States. For some time past the foreign workers in
Germany have been a somewhat intractable problem, both as regards numbers and
treatment. The sharp German comment on Molotov’s note shows this to be a
sensitive  point in labour management. D.N.B. emphasised that the import
of foreign labour cannot in any sense be termed slave traffic, that Germany
has no reason to fear enquiry into the position and that feeding and
conditions must be good, or production would have suffered. As to the quality of
much of the work done, various local sources express disappointment especially
at the quality and reliability of workers sent from western Europe. dne leading
German newspaper remarked recently that the whole question of ‘‘labour
needs reconsidering ‘‘ from the point of view of quality.” One reason for this
must be the extreme youth of many recruits to industry no less than to.the armed
forces. Boys of 16 act as overseers of foreign workers in factories, 15-year-ol(is
are employed in° Army Services behind the lines, and there is a report which
however, is so far unconfirmed, that the 1926 age group has been called up for
military service.
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eleients "> which had to be purged from that region before the Rei(éhbcogllg
recover its ‘‘ peace of mind,”’ and his presence in Vienna was cc:irgnec_t.et Lo
report with increasing local discontent among the workers of the :istrtlcb e
has apparently been trouble in Leipzibge wit Ptﬁterihandnlgztgev}:or dlS: ‘I}i Enger n

ts and parks and through the post bearing either the si _
?)trrﬁles phraI:;e: ‘“Be no Hgitler-s ave.”’ The rationing measures ann_ounq((ald in
this Summary last week appear to have displaced both Aftncz: t?on(eia?i:g:lta Sb 122

ain topic of conversation. The plea that it 1s importan ;
(tilclwismnot.seell)n to have carried. much conviction. 1_(Qne paper urges housewives to

ber what the last year of the last war was like. . : .

remfeﬁ was announced garly this month that a number of German bishops hav«ra
been called to Rome for consultation, and since then the approaching summ(()an
conference of the German bishops at Ful%a, v;ll%_havedlnll?portarllticr:lawcxl]]]::éﬁl‘; »
its agenda, including relations between Catholic and kvange _
l(grirn;gany the trialsgof people in bombed cities and the spread of pz}a,lgamsrtrllt.
Pagan views on marriage emerged rather sharply in connexion wit I;iemtahé
attempts to increase the birth-rate. A Conservative daily paper _stresseh 9
importance of measures to protect the blOlOglCE‘l‘I strength of the nation, w iref)e
the Schwarze Korps stated outright that ‘‘unfruitful marriages mus
dissolved, and dissolved quickly.”

CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

i i i > in his ¢ ts on the Pilsen
Responding to the signal given by Moravec in his commen :
raid ogsﬁ(l)e 16th April (sge Summmibec;; lt_itﬁ), %h:hPrﬁtgiit:ﬁa;dP:ﬁzshl;a;;c breizx;
fulminating loudly against the cruel barbarity of the € e TP
Czechs. The general tone is that ‘* while the Germans have _
(t)}i;z:tl;3 %Iz‘gélhsogholffd live ea(;gefully in health and in civilised order, B_rl_tlgh 'pllr(;)t’s’
have killed some CZECES. The Germans give us bread, the ?rms } ui"'otl.le
Thousands 6f people, according to the Czech Plr)zss,d at{,ended the funeral o
iCctir h ding to the same source, numbered eleven. .
vmmll’l?is:vn ?v;':; c1»10['3,in eavily raided by the Royal Air Force on the gig}(lit Ofdﬂiz
13th-14th May. Detailed reports of this latest raid are not yet to hand an
dmitted.
it ?tnfwfi;ﬁlzign S(ltheme for Czech work%rsi; (I)VIII a mli(t:h' lag;gizrg sggéea ntlhszg
to be inaugurated on the 17t ay. It 1s ;
}k)?téh);eﬁétzg?lild%iade Union Centre, which h:ﬁs pl_'epart:;i !,hlrt,);):g::gtgn ;emx)lg(e;z
d country resorts throughout Bohemia and 1s ex
g(t) (?(I))g &;vgll'lkers withya week’s holiday duru;eg tl;he spring b(?:nd 52(1111111(1:1:5. foca B8 o
: : ion in the Protectora as NOwW uce
23 k’iIig% pg;g t?)eigg:lonwégklfr.e The official explanation for this is the greater
ilabili tables. :
avmlﬁtl)'l lft’bz;l(l)lf gt(')}}]::;l‘gig eC?lieefS of the Press Department of the Germanl_Fore(lign
Office, was in Bratislava last WeEkhf(ﬁ a visit of tslfv%ilzidgg:éion}{)ef %ﬁ (:‘:;‘lieg inz
lecture in the university on the 11th May, %wmg e N of 4he ¢ x
ini he New Europe. Slovakia, he said,
of the war and explaining the p_rlnmples of t ¥ A
tate to be instituted on these principles. n 88
]Y:’)?]szi?stf;r:ﬁe %oflll(?wing day, Dr;1 Sc_hmﬁdt 'empt,lllxamvsiz(iittlfl’er gél%srp;léﬁgca;rl:szs:;gg
i i the New Order. During the 1 rem ;
ﬁgniogvli‘zl?léi? (l)l?(()isesrof ePrihce Pribina in recognition of ““ his great merits and
i Slovak State and nation. _
Ser“icie:.rﬁzgfnre?e;(é;? f(3)f 31‘:3 German Part})lv in Slovakia, mad‘q a shar gtiae.ck a:
the end of Apr’il on Germans who iv)hirke% lt (:ilr duty zlxlnd ;vil(lio w3203§e ﬁ .1;1) al,.\lr);fd
i ing.”” All possible devices, he said, ]
-~ inc(;tlv?vliltl?ftlyg lg?Stée;tmt%le front, }:,)nd Karmasin ended by warning deff%u!u;{s
:ﬁ;‘; ““ drones are removed in every beehxve,"’ A week laﬁer ul,t, w?.sSoS cially
nnounced that numerous volunteers had left Slovakia for the haéfen- AT
i Several Slovak newspapers announce that measures have g, to . a ‘ta;h
inst students of Ruzomberok Grammar School who had formed a sglcre y‘ou1
- E';au:ion to carry on Communist and Pan-Slav activities. Simi a.l(‘i cllrc e(sl;
%ggdalé:an established in other towns, according to Gardista, which also declare
i baptized Jews. ] e
pic ]?Jtu'th:o:;‘glilggﬁt{‘:dwt?:t thr; first Slovak air-line, whlch_ 1s to operate three
times vlvse’aeikly on the route PreSov (East Slovakia)-Bratislava-Vienna, was

formally opened on the 15th May. =
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