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Sir Henry Thornton Will slr 
Put in Bert Port of Six
Months on Investigations, clear of political Interference.

“There will be no politics in con­
nection with the administration of 
the Canadian National Railways," 
hé said. “There will be no favors 
shown to anyone, and we will cater 

xi il l f run i . to no party and to no interests but [New Head or V.IN.K. Insist- the interests of the people of Canada

ont Thot Politic Will “ ”"1 *■>»“>'*» •«
Hnvo-no Consideration. „=»;?„ CrtS".-

/r^iinfii.n Sir Henry declared, and he empha-
MTrW vïot^v 1PC^S * ..mu i sized the point that this would not 
NEW YORK, Kov. 29. —• The\ the system employed in Canada,

headquarters of the Canadian Na^ “The plan of operation will be
fiom whi* h“rh Winnbe ul° place similar to that of a privately owned 
hn trtnlfhefnn2^1 - ',nef3 J?,11 transportation eystem," he said, "ex-

. .,°8t economically and most effi- cept tj,at we will be responsible to
clently operated. only one shareholder—the govern­

or Henry Thornton recently ap- me't of Canada, representing the 
pointed head of the Canadian Na-1 nflonlH „# «he country ” tionai Railways, in an interview with P P wtwcMtatoer Comes In. 
a representative of the Canadian «where does the minister of rall- 
Press tonight, declared that'this was ways COme in on this plan?" he was 
the oniy statement it was possible Bek„d
for him to make at the present time, | «Ha js the representative 
regarding the much discussed ques-1 one ghareholder," replied Sir Henry. 
»on oî ‘be probable location of the Slr Henry said that competition 
head Office of the Dominion s big of y,e Canadian National Railways 
transportation system. Sir Henry. wlth the C.P.R. was to be expected, 
formerly general manager of the «A certain amount of competition is 
Great Eastern Railway of England, good for a railway,” he said, “and 
is in New York en route to Ottawa t have no doubt We will have some 
to assume his new duties. On his 0£ « in Canada.” 
arrival from England on the Olym- Discussing conditions in the Old 
pic yesterday, he told an Interviewe! Country, Sir Henry said he thought 
who questioned him on the subject, the recently announced plan of the 
that for the present his office would British government for increasing 
probably be "wherever he hung up employment by encouraging the 
his hat." The hat of the Canadian railroads to go ahead with necessary 
National Railways’ chief will likely construction work would-be benefl- 
be hung in many places during the cial to the country. A large part 
next six.'months. of the work to be undertaken in the

tuture, he said, would be the 
Iflcation of the terminal nnd 
ban lines. Several of the 
ys were already at work on 
location programs. He point- 
t that this would furnish em- 
ént for a wide circle of men 
rfotis trades. Apart from the
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Six Months’ Tour.
**‘My first' duty will be To get a 

thorough knowledge of the lines 1 
am to administer,” said Sir Henry 
tonight. "During thé next six 
months I shall probably hâve to 
spend seventy-five per cent, of my 
time on thé road. I shall have to 
familiarise mÿself with the various 
parts of the system and the prob­
lems which are to be facqd in each. 
I also want to get acquainted 
the-offlcials of the system, ana 
the people of the country, 
going to operate these lines In the 
Interests of the people'of Canada. 1 
must first of all get to know them 
and learn their requirement*^

Sir Henry said it would be im­
possible to make any decision i 
gardlng the heard office until pe had 
opportunity for considering the, sit­
uation. Questioned regarding a'sug­
gestion that the executive office 
might be in Montreal and the chief 
operating office in Toronto, Sir 
Henry said that he was opposed to 
such a plan. Separation of depart­
ments Of the organisation was not 
feasible, he said. The chief execu­
tive offices and the chief operating 
offices must be in the same city, 
though there would, of course, be a 
number of divisional headquarters 
for- the operation (u 
of the head office) 
sections of the system.
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In-
actual work on the railways a large 
number of Industries would Increase 
their activity through furnishing 
the matrelal that would be require*.

Grouping System in Britain./
The grouping system which was 

inaugurated through the law passed 
two years ago, appeared to be work­
ing out satisfactorily. Under this 
law the railways of Great Britain 
are required to organite in four 
large groups, covering different sec­
tions of the country. The details 
are left to the railways themselves, 
but the. government has appointed 
an arbitration tribunal of three men 
te\settle any differences that may 
arise in connection with the schemes.

• The object of the group system is, 
by preventing wasteful overlapping 
of service, to enable the railways to 
make a just return upon Investment 
without permitting Increased rates 
or decreasing pay schedules.

Sir Henry plans to leave for Otta­
wa tomorrow night. Hon. George 
P> Graham, minister of railways, 
who came to New York to meet 
him, will return to the Capital with 
him.
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