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ies and Problems
The Suave and Silent Director-Qeneral of Liberal Forces in the Aliberta Çeneral Elections on April l71h

O Nasummier's evening, in 1900, there was
a little caticus of young men i a smnall
roomi back oi Tomn I-Iurston's fur store in
Edmonton. The writer of this article was

one of themn. The test were young Liberals. Most
of the plain talking at that meeting to organize the
young Liberals of Edmonton was donc by a slim,
silent young man who stood with one foot on a
chair and in à qIow llifn Q-1,-1A +i- -

*t's partner
was a univ
hilt.

nrm ")nort f
graduate and v

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE
timie comîng when merely personal politics would
be out of date. There would be real party politics.
Alberta would become a province. The old no-
party Legislature at Regina wo.uld be, effete. Either
Edmonton or Calgary must be the capital of a new
province with the houndary ine running north and
South.

Cross intc d to be a big factor

~~'...4fl-uuL. MJ. I4 011 1 n1uuu, "1it, fIlO

ni a talc quarry; reared in a communmity
politics were the breafli of life. Hie was
d at Toronto University and became some-
irnous on lacrosse teamis as the "Slugger."

a good student; and hie played lacrosse like
ard game. Afterwards lie attended Osgoode
nd became a barrister-at-law. Then 'lie
about for a practice. Just at that time Ed-

had become famous to the world as the
g town for the overland route to the Yukon.
iav have intended to reach the Yukon; and

the Sifton regime of immigration.
And in that muddy but splendid littie town of

much hope on the high banks of the big river
Charlie Cross sawVuisions and dreamed dre'aras. H1e
worked early and late-at politics. H1e was in poli-
tics as a gamne. In the election camipaign of No-
vember, 1900, hie was one of Oliver's organtizers.
Oliver won by a huge majority. Cross chuckled.
This one-mian miajority could not last forever.

Meanwhile hie had lis way to, make in law.
There was no money in politics. There was mnighty
little in law-or in anything else. Edmonton hadn't
even begun f0 take an interest in real estate. It
was a land of poor mien; and Charlie Cross had no
objections to being poor. Hie neyer seemned to have
any particular regard for money, except as a means'
to an end. He thouglit much more of his reputa-
tion as a lawyer which was yet to make. Ifhle
f ailed at law hie might as well keep out of politics.

His first chance came when some boy was
arrested on a charge of stealing a registered letter.
Cross undertook to defend him. There was little
or' no money in the case even thongh hie should win
t. And that looked douhtful. Cross haled a host

of witnesses. Hie got the sender of the letter, the
iclerk tliat registered it, the mail clerks who handled
it-clear down to the mani ini whose hands the
letter was last seen. With an ordiary lawyer thec
case miglit have been finished and the lad sent to
jail in a single day. With Cross on the defence
the case lasted ten days-and hie got the boy off:

That was organization. Cross wvirning that
case was the same Cross who wins elections in the
game of politics. Very likely lie has had scores
of cases since that lime of immensely more import-
ance. But hie will forget nxost of tliem when lie
remembers the boy and the registered letter.
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