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Sir Wilfrid Laurier and High Buildings.

W1 HEN the Grand Trunk Railway proposed to build a twelve-storev station and hotel in
VV Ottawva, Sir Wilfrid Laurier is said to have gently interposed and advised the G. 1. R. to

stop at ten storeys. He objects to very high buildings. He is wise in this. No building should
be of greater height than one and a haîf times the width of the street on which it faces. This is
the rule in Great Britain and it is a splendid rule. It assures plenty of air and light.

The Traders' Bank Building in Toronto is a fifteen siorey structure. It is a splendid build-
ing and one such will flot hurt any city. If, however, there were several such buildings in
Toronto, in close proximity to each other, there would be congestion of traffic, lack of air and
sunlight and other dangers to the general public.

Sir Wilfrid niight advantageously turn bis attention to other Ilhigh " buildings. As Sir
Montagu Allan has pointed out, the Banks are erecting buildings the cost of which is altogether
too high. A bank building is now going up in Montreal which is likely to cost over a million
dollars. Other e«pensive buildings have been erected in the leading cities. As Premier of tbis
country, Sir Wilfrid might reasonably look into this position of affairs and say whetber or not
he thinks the expenditure of the banks in this direction is too Ilhigh." The bankers say the
country is developing faster than the accumulation of capital can meet the demnands occasioned
by new undertakings, and yet vast sums are being spent by these same bankers on buildings
which are more for show and ornament than for the production of revenue. There is an incon-
sistency here, and now that Sir Wilfrid is interested in Ilhigh " buildings, he might investigate
this inconsistency.

0f course, the bankers are the wisest men in the community, and it is almost sacrilege to
suggest that they would do anything in the slightest manner detrimental to the public interest.
Nevertheless, they might not object to having so high an officiai as Sir Wilfrid discuss their
plans, providing that he did so in a friendly spirit and with due regard'for their susceptibilities.
With bis sunny ways, he migbt beguile tbem into a conference where tbey would explain to him
the reasons whîch t he general public at present is unable to discover.


