
consented to allow thcn gratuitously to continue to fish inshore and to obtain supplies
without reference to any restrictions contained in the Convention of 1818 till the end
of the year' 1885, on the understanaing that a 3lised Commission should be appointed
to settle the Fisieries question, and to negotiate for the development and extension of
trade between the United States and British North Anierica.

The proposed Commission not having been constituîted and no settlement having
consequîently been arrived at,.Ilte Convention of flic 20thî October, 181 , came into
force again at the coimencenent of the vear 1886.

Article 1 of that Couvention is as follows:-

"A RTICLE I.

"Whereas differenîces have arisen rerpecting the liberty clained by the United
States, foir the inhabitants thereof to takc, dry, and cure fish on certain coasts, bays,
harbours, and crceks of IIis Majesty's dominions in·America, it is agreed between the
Higl Contracting Parties that the iiliabitants of the s:id United States shall have for
ever, in common with the subjects of Dis Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish
of every kind on that part of the southern coast of Ncwfouundland which extends from
Cape Ray to the Rameau Islands on the western and northern coast of Newfoundland,
from the said Cape Ray to the Quirpon Islands, on the shores of the Magdalen Islands,
and also on the coasts, bays, larbours, and creeks from Mount .Joly, on the southern
coast of Labrador, to and throuigl the Straits of Belleisie, and thence northwardly
indefinitely along the coast, without prejudice, however, to any of the exclusive rights
of the Tîîidson's Bay Company. And that the merican fishermen shall also have
libertv, for ever, to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbours, and
crecks of the southern part of the coast of Newfoundlaid liereabove described, and of
the coast of Labrador; but so soon as the sanie or any portion thercof shall be settled,
it shall uot be lau ful for the said fishermnci to dry or cure fishi at such portion so
settled, without previons agreement for suchi purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors,
or possessors of the ground. And the United States hereby renounce for ever any

. Liberty heretofore enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to take, dry, or cure
fish on or within 3 marine miles of any of the coasts, bays, creeks. or harbours of
Bis Britanaie Majesty's dominions in America, not included within the above-mentioned
limit>; provided, however, tbat the American fishermen shall be admitted to enter such
bays or harbours for the purpose of shelter and of repairing damages therein, of
purchasing wood aud of obtaining water, and for no otier purpose whatever. But they
shall be under such restrictions as may be necessary to prevent their taking, drying, or
curing fish therein, or in any other manner whatever ab'sing the privileges hereby
reserved to them."

Under these circonstances numerous seizures of American fishing-vessels have
subsequently been effected by the Canadian authorities for infraction of the ternis of
the Convention and of their 3Muuicipal Law and Custoims Regulation.

'Tlie inelosed confidential correspoudence* will place you in full possession of the
various points whicli have consequently arisen in diplomatie correspondence between
the two Governmeits, and I do not desire to enter upon them in detail in the present
instructions, nor to prescribe any particular mode of treating them, it being the wish
of lfer 3ajesty's Goverument that a full and frank discussion of the issues involved
may lecad to an ainicable settlement in such manner as may seem most expedient, and
havinîg due regard to the interests and wishes of the British Colonies concerned.

1ler IMajesty's Government feel confident that the discussions in this behalf will
be conducted in -the nost friendly and conciliatory spirit, in the earnest endeavour to
effeet a mutually satisfactory arrangement and to remove any causes of complaint
which miay exist on either side.

Whilst I have judged it advisable thus, in the ftrst place, to refer to the question
of the Atlautic Coastal Fisheries, it is not the wish of IIer Majesty's Government that
the discussions of the Plenipotentiaries should necessarily be confned to that point
alone, but fuil liberty is given to you to enter upon the consideration of any questions
whichî iuay bear upon the issues involved, and to discuss and treat for any equivalents,
whetlier by means of Tariff, concessions, or otherwise, which the United States'
.Plenipotentiaries may be authorized to cousider as a ineans of settlement.

The question of the seal fisheries in the Behring Sea, the nature of which will
* "Correspondence respecting the Termination of the Fishery Articles of the Treaty of Washington," from.

January , 1 s8, to September 30, 1S8'7.
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