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security. Coteau du Lac, was not therefore
occupied as a post, either before the war or for
several months afterwards, but its real impor-
tance was neither overlooked nor disregarded,
as the Reviewer has stated. It was examined
and reported upon by different officers, sent
to inspect the line of frontier extending from
Lower Canada to Lake Ontario, immediately
after the declaration of war, and particularly
by Colonel Lethbridge, who was afterwards in
command there. In possession of Kingston,
and commanding the waters of the lake, and
with the knowledge possessed by Sir George
Prevost, of the force and designs of the enemy,
no military man in the Canadas, would have
thought it necessary, in the then state of affairs,
that Coteau du Lac should be occupied. When
subsequent events clearly shewed the intentions
of the enemy to invade Lower Canada from
Lake Ontario, and when the means of Sir
George Prevost were better adapted for de-
fending the whole line of that frontier, Coteau
du Lac was occupied andfortified; and had it not
been for the defeat which part of General Dear-
born's army met with from Lieutenant-Colonel
Morrison's division in descending the St. Law-
rence, that post would have presented a for-
midable obstacle to the advance of the enemy.

The importance of Isle aux Noix, as a post,


