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A. One hundred and thirty-three families.

Q. Of what Country ?

A. All Canadians and Acadians.

Q. How do thefe people earn their living ?

A. By the Cod Fishery and purfuit of the Sea Cow ? but the
1atter ceafed about seventeen years ago, and no longer exifts.

Q. How did Sir Ifaac Coffin gain poflefiion of thofe Iflands ?

A. T have heard that thofe Iflands were given to Sir Ifaac Cof-
fin for his meritorious fervices as a Britith Admiral.

Q. Did Sir lfaac know or was he ignorant that thofe Hlands
were fettled

A. Heknew it.

Q. Do you know whether Sir Iaac has caufed to be paid or
has enacted Rents from Perfons who were fo in poffcilion of lands
in the faid Iflands?

A. He caufed each person, or every perfon in pofieffion of
a fishing ground, to pay fix dollars a year for the ground from the
moment of his taking pofleflion. He then leafed the Iflands to
one Mr. Irvine of Halifax for the term of five years; at the ex-
piration of which Sir Ifaac after 2 Law Suit with Mr. Irvine, de-
manded of the inhabitants the rent for five years, but moft of the
inhabitants conftantly refufed to pay the rent exacted, and the mat-
ter is in litigation at the prefent moment.

{). Are the inhabitants of thofe Iflands fatisfied with the con~
duct of Sir Ifaac Coffin ?

A. They complain of it. They have often demanded of him,
and once more efpecially in my prefence, that they would put
them: in pofleflion of their Fishing grounds, but he has conftantiy
refufed to grant thofe lands to them, faying they belonged to him,
and that he demanded the above mentioned rent of fix doliars.
The inhabitants verv often fuffer great inconvenience from the
Shipwrecks which frequently happen on thofe Iflands, being each
family fometimes obliged to fupport three or four perfons who
would perish without fuch fuccour Whereby thofe poor inhabi-
tants are very often expofed to want provifions for themfelves by
reafon of their remotenefs from the Ifiand of Saint John, or other
places whence provifions can be had, befides that for fix or feven
months in the winter the communication with every other part of
the world is entirely cut off.

Q. 1s the Fishery confiderable at prefent ?

A. The Fishery has greatly diminished for fifteen or fixteen
years, and is at present les than it was formerly by one third.

Captain Fougere wishes to add that the inhabitants, inftead of
being difcouraged by annual rents, ought rather to receive encou~
ragement to remain there, and that fiores ought to be eftablished
there becaufe of the Shipwreck, which annually take place there



