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't i8 devoutly to be wisbed that in their alliance the iRus-
t4n18 *ilI catch ail the liberties, equalities and fraternities
the French practise, plus what they profess. The Menus-
Pliirs at Cronstadt may yet turn ont to be the States-

eeral for Iloverground " Russia, which is not ail devoted
to POiedonostzeffism. The visit of the French fleet to
Portawoutb wili partly repay the gracious amenities of the

>1 ihi towards Queen Victoria when doing lier rest cures ;
t llprove that England means to be free to welcome

)4intagues or Capulets ; to be friends with imperialists,

1YAitsan rpublicans, and to allow the jolly tars of
4 nations to indulge for a few days in an exchange of

abiver lOy timbers." A grip of the hand mnay be as
sateriai a proof of brotheriy love as the kisses of jaws or
the rbbing of noses as in Africa.

The life of a deputy after the prorogation of Parliament
""o enviable. 1 met one of the Solons, a friend of long

btandin19 and expressed my surprise at bis being stili in
Pari8 and nlot enjoying his vacation. He replied that his

"%CtiOni, bis rest, was to remain as long as possible doing
'Olhittee work at the Chamber. That excused him from
rU111ng down to visit bis constituents-a trip synonymous

itnlartyrdom. Every elector is expected to be called
Qon and bonoured with'a IlHow do you dol" ; you have
r iten to their family histories ; pat or kiss the children;

I'rethe cattieterso, or the factory ; answer

'lOfofficiais against one another, or against their
Ptors, inaugurate concert halls ; lay the foundation

.ii 'l f a churcb or a school ; speak in favour of a charity;
aigi inarriage contracts ; become sponsor for chiidren

ttend Masonie halls, agicultural clubs, district councils,
f rrai~ show dinners ; undergo a series of "hecklings "

Ctceyvoters or patriots on the mad; explain the

the ato of thebe de ; execute a few grinds about
fltew tarif; -id ulge in a hosanna for Russia, and con-
thte Government for not alleviating local taxation,

aiexecuting local public works. After ligbtening bis8 subscriptions to ail good undertakings, by giving
déenYand inners, and promising day after day tojoin

"f ~il at the sea, side, hie finds that he bas nlot amoment

,W te regain Paris for the opening of tbe new session,
er>if be arrives late, bis constituency will nvet and

th vote of blaîne on him for neglect of duty, and ail
t tIfr 25 frs. a day 1
Colending that M. Flammarion establisbed a telegrapbîc
rerniniilication witb the planet Mars hy an electric cur-

ntl tht ail the dynamo-magnetic macbines in the
ooe ouid fnot be ab)le to generate, M. Jaiisen is more

t4ir1y Occupied at Chamouni, taking soundings to ascer-
if the ice he sufficiently solid on wbich to erect an
'~vtory. There wouid thus be a structure in altitude

&jrly equal to six teen Eiffel Towers on top of one another.
,Ypar aga M. J ansen demonstrated the existence by

%pru , etc., of oxygen in the atmospbere embraced by
th 6n He wants to apply the samne test to analyze if

Du 80rampee of the other planets, that resemnble
t rt n semany respects, contain aiso oxygen in

os ers.If they possess that gas sa indispen-
IN2 t hif0 ,there can be no doubt the sunlight ought to

CO reatures analogous to those 8urroundîng us, and
, 'bited by bei ngs at least as perfect, as virtuous, and

i~~nous as ourselves.
co, anel will aise utilizc the lateet imarvellous dis.

eyOf Edison, the microphone-that telescope of
oregister the voice of the benvens. There

oh th e notbing of civilization to trouble the glacial ecboes
tottl8Uminlit of Mount Blanc, the repercussions of the

te Of the firmaments. We imay yet l>e able to lieur
Pr.eOdouji~ emptions of the sun, that are only visible

Li 1 total eclipses o that star. If these solar vibra.
~e]tb too distant te be transmitted, at least we may

il !ýet to bear the noise our own earth makes on turning
UN1g~ t axis witb a rapidity twenty times greater than

%ntih~fc cannon bail. At tbe least we inigbt bear the
b rig fte nearer moon's revolutions, the whiffings of

4*ootng Ntars, and the last sigbs of expiring worlds, whose
ll fLe aili into our atmosphere to be pulverized.

th ai e should be able to listen to the rustling ofaurora, as baloonists in the Polar regions have-that
rio ielodyto the ising sun.

ritetroul)led commercial and social period which
a 18 now passing tbrough, the following extract from

ytarir'hertative lecture by M. de Flaix, delivered a few
wli- 'go, wiil be in season "Ail the triais tbrough

rkoer Irance bas passed are directly traceable to wars, dis.
hi' despotism, or restriction on the liberty of exchange;
twhi)" the other hand, she owes the whole of bier success

. pro8Perity to the influence of peace, respect for'the
lighrtNOf ail free institutions, but, above ail, to commercial

Up 8h ix cbildnen of Henni Il. had 170 servants to wait
tw lunr maids did ail the wasbing for the

nu 0h new proprietor of the celebrated vineyard, Clos-
44d eet, befare wbicb every regiment that passes by balt8
%piý,(nF arms, bas been able to save the vines by an
%t 1 ation of suipbnret of carbon and petrolenm fromt the
01ly b0o the phylloxera. The attacked vines bave not

%ftlid et'perfectly restored, but the bug destroyed. Tbe
l~1?4 !'i Sapplied in autumn and in Jnly and Auguat. The
tIi let are mixed in equal proportions, and, following

trotr of the oi, appiied at a deptb varying from four
el6inches. Crowds of vineyard propnietors make a

toQ4b 3pilgrimage ta see the miracle.

THE WEEK.

The sardine fishery, which extends alang the coast from
tbe north.west to the soutb-west of France, is a coin-
plete failure this season, wbicb means black misery for
25,000 families. Ordinarily, the sardines arrive in shoals
at the end of May-froin Newfoundland, it is said. The
fishermen, to entice tbe sardines to stay and feed, throw
into tbe sea tbe salted roe of cod from the banks, called
rouge, fnom its colour. This season nothing tempts tbe
flsb in their old haunts ; it is said tbey keep more ont into
tbe depths of tbe Atlantic, wbere the frail barks cannot
follow them. A boat ought to net on an average 10,000
sardines in a baul, which represents 200 f rs. ; the nets do
not now bring up 100 ish. The nets are aiways cast at
sunrise and hau!ed three lîours lator, so that the sardines,
in order to preserve their delicate flavoun, can be in the
curing factories before noon. Steam tugs are- occasion-
ally employed to mun into port with the catch of a sardine
fleet. Z.

TO ONE AT BOX1E

Ti day is gone, the nigbt comes on apace
And myniad stars are twinkling in the sky-

In dneamland's happy bours 1 see thy face;
In dreamiand of t1 fondly deem thee nigb.

The night is corne and sound of vesper bell
Froni oer the his is wafted an the breeze,

And bameward flying bears with gentlest knell,
Greetinga to thee, loved one o'er distant seas.

E. C. MACKENZIE.
Lausan ne, Lake of Oeneva, Switzerland.

THE EXPOSITION 0F TIIE IOLY COAT.

P ILORIMS, the cable repurts say, are pouring ino
Treves at the rate of twenty excursion trains a day ta

view the celebrated relic known as the lloly Coat, wbich
is preservedl within the Cathedral there, and whicb is
exposed for tbe veneration of the faithful but once in a
generation. Tlie Treves treasure is one of the Church's
ail but inexhaustible store of sacrod relics. At Rouie there
is the truc Cross, the crih of Bethlebem, and the chair of
St. Peter; portions of the crown of thorns are kept in the
Cathedral of Notre Damne at Paris ; the winding sheet is
showrr at Turin; at Monza the iron crown is formed auit of
a nail of the cross, and another nail is claimed for the
Duomio of Milan ; but the Coat at Treves, so far as we
knov, is the only relic the veneration of which lbas been
raised ta the dignity of a distinct cuit. Whatever it is or
is not, tradition, at any rate, asserts of this Coat at Treves
that it is the seamiess garmient of the Saviour, and that it
was waven hy the Biessed Virgin's own banda for ber
Divine Son. 'IThe soldiers, therefone, when tbey had cruci-
flecl 1-im, took lis garments, and also His coat," or thus
reads the Gospel narrative :"I Let us not cut it, but let us
cast lots for it whose it shal he." (St. John xix. 23, 24.)

The beginnings of the testimany which attnibute to this
relic so sacred an tissociation are at this day, it need
scarce]y ho said, somnewbat dim in character. The Empress
1-felena, mother of Constantine the Great, is credited witlî

having, discovered it along witb other relie of the Passion,
about 300 years after the crucifixion, and witb baving car-

ied it ta 'leves from the Iloly Land ; in fact, there is an
ivary in the treasury of Treves Cathedral representing the
Empress seated at the Cathedral doar awaiting a procession
that bears a preciaus relie in a chest, aven whicb is depicted
the face of Christ. This ivory is attnihuted by experts ta
the end of the fourth or the heginniiug of the fifth century.
Other ancient documents refer to the gif t, and a chronicle
of the finst half of the twelftb century records that the
relie was presonted by the Empress during the opiscopate
of Agitins, wbo held the see from 314 ta 334. The trans-
lation of the relic fromn the chair ta tbe bigh aitan, where
it bas since reposed, is recorded in 119 6. In 1512 it was
publicly 0x1)oseil for veneration, and several times subse-
quently during that century. During the wars of the two
succeeding centuries it was removed, for safety, ta Augs-
hurg, and in 1810 it was reinstated in the Cathedral at
Treves-" witb the permission of Napalean." In 1841
there was a great exposition of the relic, attended hy mare
than a million of the faithful. Amid the tbauksgivings
and rejoicinga of the time, one or two discordant notes
were struck, bowever ; and in the end so serions grew the
dissensions that a number of once othodox believers,
amang thein two ecrlesiastics, wbo could not distinguisb
between the autbenticity of the Cburcb and the authenti-
city of the relic, rejected the finaL because tbey could not
accept tbe second. The revenue that accrued to the CaLbe-
dral corporation of Treves from offeings and the proceeds
of the sale of devotional articles, amonnted, on the occa-
sion of the former exposition, to many bundred thousand
dollars. The city was crowded to overflowing, as douht-
Iess it will again ho this year, lay enterpnise, unstayed by
any nice considerations of the reverential, supplementing
the religions exhibition with a variety of counter attrac-
tions in the shape of side-sbows, theatres, museums and
menagenies.

Wbile many thousands of sincere Chnistians devotly
believe in the genuineness of tbe daimis asserted witb
respect of the Treves relic, he need be no sceptic who
acutely feels the tremendous difficuity involved in the
belief that the seamiesa garmient worn by the Saviour
should ho preserved tbrough the vicissitudes of so many
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centuries. The inere question of its presenvation, for
example, is encased in what many people will ho- compelled
ta adjudge bopeless uncertainty and daubt. A littie les
than forty yeans after the crucifixion, Jerusalem was
destrayed, the walls levelled, the dweliings demalislied, the
temple burned, Mount Moriah plowed aver and the Jews
dispersed. That either the tnnic of the Saviaur or the
truc Cross, whicb is also said ta have been discovored hy
the EmpresiHelena, could have been preserved througb
ail the disasters of this period, is within the bounda of
possihility, doubtiesa, but it inay be questîoned if any
testimony, bowever ahtained or bowevé-r circumatantial
and cannected, could place the inatter at this day heyond
chance and conjecture. Very littie that helonged ta
Shakespeare bas been preserved ta the world, througb
comparativeiy peaceful times and the space of a few cen-
turies.

There je no obligation, it should be said, binding
Roman Catholica ta helieve that thie Haly Coat~ at 'Proves
is the veritable garment that the Savioun ware. Lt may ho
believod, or not believed, at discretion, the question heing
net one "lof faith " but a voluntary or popular belief
beionging rather ta the body of what the thealagians
term Il pious opinions." The late Cardinal Newman in
a woll-known passage in anc of his works, in which hie
avaws bis belief in the credibility of relics and iin their
efficacy as miracle working agents, was content ta answer
negatively and guardedly nespecting the autbenticity of
the Treves treasure. I do net sce why," ho said Il the
Haly Coat at Treves nîay not have bîexi what it professes
ta ho." The saine rcmank nîight penhapa with equal fair-
ness, loaking at the question from the point of view of
passibility, ho said of the rival tunie disphayed in the
Churcb at Argenteuil in France, and whichi disputes with
that at Treves the riglht ta ho regarded as the seaiese
garment of the Saviaur. The ecclesiastical authorities at
Argenteuil cantend that the Iloly Coat was depasited
there and not at Treves, and as bhis chaine is pending
in the courts of the Sacred Congregation, it is obviaus that
there must ho a mistake or an imposture somewbere. It
is indeed a sufficient, and withai an ironical, comment upon
the reports that the cable daiiy bring frein Troves cancer o-
ing the exposition of thc relie which began there hast week,
witb every sign of public intereat and of religions eo
mony, that at the veny time it is being viewed by thousands
cf pious pilgrimis with genuine and evident devotion, anti
while multitudes of sick people are gathered there waiting
ta ho penîittcd ta toucb the garment in the hope of heing
minaculously benhed, the Bishop of Trev<es and the Arch-
lishop of Versailles bave concluded an agreement ta sîîb-
mit a dispute of very long standing ta arbitration. The
Sovereign Poniffis ta be the umpire, and the question at
issue, we earfi from French and Engiish clerical paperH of
bigh autbonity, is neeather than whether the seamilesa
germnent at Treves or the aile at the Church af Argenteuil
bas the greater dlaimis ta genuineneas. Thle Argenteuil
relie is of camel's bain, is baud woveti and bas faint traces
of purple. It was given by the Empress Irene ta Charle-
magne in the year 800.

Meanwbile the exposition of the lo!y Coat, continues
at Treves. 'The event is iu its nature a sunvival of those
xnedi.eval eras which have came ta be spoken of as the ages
of faith, but during wbicb the niass of iuankind had no
dlean conception of the boundaries hetween faith and super-
stition, and iived in dense ignorance of man's relations ta
the physicai world around bim. As a ceremony in whicb
multitudes of sincere Chistians wvill parcicipate witb nov-
eront and simple faith, the veneration of the Treves relie
is not ta ho wantonly scoffed at or derided, even though,
as ta thoughitful observera must appear plain, iL ho out of
place witb modern ideals and aspirations, a lingening evi-
dence, merely, of an age whicb dead and gone bas given
place ta a higber civilization, and of a credulous and unin-
quiring faith which bas been sucoeedled by truer and more
national conceptions of Christianity. ADRArN.

Toronlo.

TRE IAM.BL.ly,'R.

SPECIAL pleaders may bave been cbarmed l'y the tbre
papers accepted as Pnize Essaya hy Public Opinion an

the subjeet of the Trade Relations hetween Canada and
tlhe United States. 1 have read them carefully: the first
hy Mr. Frank Wells, of Toronto; the second by Mn.
Macomber (not Micawber), of Buffalo ; and the third by
Mr. Claude, of Annapolis, Maryland. The latter writer
is not in faveur of a commercial and social union at present.
From a United States point of view any extension or
development of trade between the United States and Can-
ada is net desirable, ho assients, and ho funther suggests
that Canada become a free and independent nation first,
after wbich tbe prohlem can ho more easilv soived. But
Mr. Claude'e remanka as ta population are net odifying.
He etates that wbile that of the United States is actnally
and steadily increaaing, the population of C anada je
decreasing aIl the time hy immigration acros the frontieir.
1 should ho giad ta know if this ho really the case, and not
having recounse ta blue bocks would ho gratified ta receive
statistice beaning an this matter. Mn. George Johnson
could doubtiess tell us-is the total population of aur
Dominion on the decrease as affirmed by the essayist in
Public Opinion ? 1 bave no wisb to stir up animosity,
non ta provoke those writere wbo tare fond of painting ta
the Lower Province and sbowing bow largo the Annual
Exodus of French Canadiens is te the New England States


