887

4hut is the very head and front of my offence (at least the ostensi-
ble motive for yolr animadversion,) X will cuter upon that sub-
ject before adverting to others which you have touched upon, or
avhich arise from the disenssion. :
~ Bat first I would ask yon, how comes it that your sense of pro-
priety and the * indignation .of insulted virtne,” as you eall it,
did not at an’earlier period, call forth your vituperation? 1 have
-carefully looked through the pages of the Scribbler, and though I
can counscientiously and fearlessly say that, with one solitery ex-
ception, (a rebus, wrapped up however in an allusion that can alone
be undersiood by those who understand latin,) there is no one ox-
‘pression of 1he tendency you insinuate which 1 could wish to blot,
yet I have found that in the earlier numbers, say the first twenly
four, there are'a variety of passages, which fa)se delicacy, fastidi-
.ous hypocrisy, of impurity of tboaght, may torture into indecen~
‘ey 3 whilst, in the latter.part, and since I have changed my plan
:as 1o the exclusion of personal satire, it will be dificult to fix on
‘any. Now does not thls plainly indicate that it is not the suppos-
‘ed obscenity of my phrues and ideas, not the offence given io the
chastily of thought that you wish to-make it be believed is so in-
herent in the good people of Montreal, when you say my writings.
“will not *do for the people of this age and country,” that has at
ibis late period, called you into the lists ?° No; it is endeut that
‘it is the_pointed tone of personal satire I heve found:it necesaary
-to-adopt. that -has generated the “ austerity you feel when you see
virtue in danger®’! During (he first six months of the unchecked
career of the * hosts of contamination,’”” which you would fain.
-have the world believe 1 -have “ murched into the fair fields of vir-.
“-{ue,* where twas this rigid censor, this inflexible. meralist ? For
shame! say not enother sword about that being- youir real motive.
‘for atlacking me: the real oguse is'** rank, and smells-to heaven.”-
-¥t is because the follies of yonr fnends and patrors have been at~
. ‘tacked in their persons. -
. To revert, however to-your chéval de batmlle, the refrem of
‘your seng, indecency and immorality ; you bave adroiily antici-
pated a challenge I should naturally have given yon to refer to in-
stances of the ‘immoral’ tendency you so. largely attribnte io the
Scmbblcr ‘bnt that sha]l ngt deter me froin throwing out to yoil,
- or any one, that. challenge,. and declating my ability utterly to .
‘vefiile the charge in every- instance You can adduce, (the single
_one above mentioned excepted,) either. by shewmg its fulsity, and
) untonablenese, or by -producing a.nthontxca or paralel passnges i



