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NOTICE.

Our Agent, Mu. W, Steret, who vollected

our accounts west of Toronto last year, is again
isiting all the places on the Grand Trank, Great

Tux illustration of the Dominion Gun.
Prictice in our last will have aflorded some
idea of those remarkable slopes for the de-
velopment of water powers on each side of
the Falls of Montwmoreney, near Quebec,
which constitute that stream, probably the
greatest in milling capacity of any known ;
but this great natural motive-power, which
will one day, we trust, be found convert-
ing the wheat of the great North-West
into flour:for the use of more beavily
peopled lands, has not yet been availed of
to wore than a limited extent.” We trust
our engineers will give the subjeet their
consideration, aud tell the world with the
authority of experts what oppertunities for
expansion in commerce we possess in this
Province. The lands in the neighbour-
hood have already to some extent come
into the hands of Montrealers, we believe.

Ocrower 27, 1877.

“The study of language contributes no wnall
share to  the solution of frnportant: juestions
raised by other branches of sejence or philoses
phys Ttaids in the comprehension’of the ‘eomn.
dex nature of many 1t unfolds and illustrates
’mm:\u history.. It aids in the solution of pro-
blems - of motaphysies and religion. By-it, we
are ¢nubled, toa considerable degree, to test the
anthowship and age ol ancient Jocuments, - By
the Taws it reveals, we are enabled to predict
many problahilities of the future.

1n Canada, we hiavaa torm of the Frenchlan-
gunge which ix peculiar to ity own loeality.
Whether to call it a dislect, or a- pateds, or
ueither, is somewhat ditienit o determine, A
dialect is usually reganted as a local branch of]
a langnage, distinguished from other brunelies
of the same Tangunge mainly by peeuliarities of
prounnciation, and possessing 8 lterature o
which these  pegnlinrities are marked by the
spetling. A przoisis tuken 1o be a dialect whicl
has Yoot its literature, and has become only a
spuken Ddiom. Thus, ik ancient Greeps, there
were the Attie. lonie, Dorle, and Aeolie dia.
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Martreal. Saiurday. Oci 27ih, 181717.
A LITERARY CONVENTION.

It wiil be remembered that a few weeks
azo an American traveller, with character-
fetie fgnorance and supercilionsness, wrote
Lis fmpressions of the Provinee of Quebec,
and fslulged in the wsoal valmr attack
agmainst Freneh Canadians for their alleged

La

faulty kuowledye of their native tongue,
t wirnt of a national literaturs, |

VI TR
R

SR b Iy came o the
e 1n the Monteeal Gozette amd Quebee
el not ondy disproving the travel-
ler’s charges, bt revealing a record in fa-
vour of cur fellow-citizens of French origin
which will doubtless prove a surprise to
the public at large.  We might, in the
cause of jr izke up the same theme,
bt we prefer Lo leave the work of vindi-
cation 10 the pen of no less able and author-

ity sardy
) Ll

Hative a writer than Rev. Javes Rov, MA,,
of this eity, whose paper on - the subjeet,
1y read before the Athenweum Club

purpose a ass of edi-
original matter. We eall
the attention of all our readers to this

study.  We may add, hewever, that, hav-
ing lately reccived a number of original

works published by Freneh Canadian
littiradours, we shall review them fully. in
subisequent numbers of this journal, and to
disprove the chiarge of the American writer
agzinst the primary schuols of Lower Can-
ada, shall eall particnlar attention to the
remarkable serivs of school books just put
Torth by Messis. Roriaxp of this city, un-
der the sanction of the Education (e
We may forther state, in illnstration of
the literiry aciivity reigning among our
fellow eountrymen, that there i3 to e a
grmnd Convention, at-Otfawa, on the 24th
and 25th inst., of Canadian nren of letters,
chiefly  French, where such  important
questions as the following will be dis-
enssed ¢

T. The best means of developing French
Canadian litérature.

11. The value of our historical archives ;
the places where they are stored, and the
means to be eruployed to ensure their pre:
servation and publieation. =~ ‘
1L The rightz of authors in Canada;
what they are, and what they should be.

- We logk: forward with much interest 1o
this meeting, and trust that as many of our
Enghish-speaking men of letters as
-will joinin the aaovement,

{bers of the unemployed in the cities.
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possible

trial art was exbibited at Quebeg, ina
stocking-knitting machine, which witl turm
out a handseme sock in seven minutes,
1§ it should be found possilile to bring the
prive of this little hand-loow down to the
level of the general means of the people,
what a resource might not here be avatled
of for making the winter evenings condu

vive to the comuion siock of the fumily, or

evenn for providing work for great num-
Al
ter the whele population had got itselt
suited with warm underfooting there would
2till be o demand in countries heyond our
own borders for articles produced with so
much cheapness amd rapidity.
Winn the managers of the, In
peets, well equipped South Fastern

i

w5 Hallway be good vaovel wle
teir platform at Sution June
—7the feeder, as 1t is, fora meost by
‘part of the Eastern Townships!
recently it had developed such g slepe in
: the boards

passenger’s feet coming intn sequaintine:
with the -wheels of the engine.
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terest,

for his Act prohibiting the carviage of fire-
arms-and other lethal weapons on the per-
som, exeept in veryspeeial cases.
- the measure, together with that for the
suppression of gambling en the steamer
railway cars, ete, as an evidence that vu
politicians are giving some sttention tw the
seeial needs of the thne.  If we may e
lieve the journals; other measures will fol-
low in furtherancé of stumalar important
objects. :

Ix deference to a patriozic vequisition

with. - The difficulty that. presents itself
iz to know where to make a beginning—
and in the interval “we can. all try to ap-
preciate the grand. provision that'is there
found for the services of man.” . .
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According to the “census of 1871, the popli:
Intion of the four ‘Provinces which &t first’
formed thie Canadian’ Confederation, is, 3,485,-
761, That of the Provinee of Quebec is'1,-
191,516, : The French' population of the four
Provinces is 1,082,040, " That" of the Provines
of Quebec is 929,817, or"aver 26 per cent of the
population of the Dominion. - The inflténee of
#0 large a population of French origin, masied
in one Provinee, makesthe qneation;: of -the
character-and influénce of the French language
in Canada one of vital.importanee'to the whole
country, The character of a punple Lergely de-
pruds upon the literature their langunge opens.

-which it . is assoviated. - The “isolation  whiel
must exist between the French people of Ca-
tiada and the majority of the population of the
continent must affect the forper sven more
thaa the latter.  Hence the tendencies of the
French Jasiguage, in . their influence on one nas
tional destiny, are of interest to ‘both scholars
and statesmen. - [lesides, there ia a peculiar
valte in "a. langoage, viewed iy itsclf, which
m

impropriety of its preservation.
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that there was some risk of o

We do
avt think we shall hart the feclings of the |
Directors, who will rather weloows our |
reminder in their own and the publie in-

A vepTof gratitude is due to Mr. Brage

We hail

from FEastern Ontario -for *No Water .
Stretches,” the navigable rivers of the
North-West will of course: be done away

up for them, and the religious  thought with-

ay decide, Lo.a great extent, the propricty or |

lects, whose memory is perpetuated in the
works pespectively of Nenophon,  Hecadotus,
Theovritus, and Sappho.  Inomoedern Grevk, we
have the dialest of Asia Minor, the Chiotie, the
Cretan, the Cyvprian, the Peloponnesian, and
In Buaplish,

we five the dialectsoof Devenshite, Doesetshing

ferntury s eotn
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Yorusbie, and maby etbers. What
Mutler valls the o500 fe of the Friestan Idands

stan Hrerature
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peenliarity indTgpelling, so that 10 seareeiv aee
cords with the definition of a diabots lis pro.
naneciation is quite ditferent frowm that of Lyon:

one at a distanes from Canada, in reading tha
nunciution different from that which provadis

iy the st sowiety of Fravee. Indend, so pare is
Cthe French of ML Fagcher de 8t Maarien, that

wter Fabre, M. Chauvean, M. Oarfnesn, to-
H
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eontpaned with the works o
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Fasa Hersture amd wpecns !
Cthiose ashunds,
in the Hiemtare of the conntry by any genetai |
; sy prviater jutlaenee
Patiee from such Toal pecnliarites of vxpeos
fand peenateiation s thes which the
or Orleans 1 but b has a ltemture, theugh no!
] Cvhanges of renturies,
literature, would suspent thi existence of a pro. |
Sdan Feomh was less vcorpesn than O
Sapiarter frong which
tiers of Canada proe
M.

with Cromarie, Frgadintte, Lemay, Rou. |
pastn Sulte, and others, te

o the Unised !
;s States, Foglish & spoken with pernlianties of @
provunciaiien, expresions amd blioms, soue of

o petaia, The French spehien

Chad beeew subijected te thizmrowing Freach,
may be taken ax exarapdes of what are catfod by
il Frenclo wand pans a b
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S cowbe geefuis wers t

Slant geried of the Prouch ok

people;. and “the time of their immigrat
‘eanaseertain the relation of the
by the colonista to that of

both thenand now, . .. ~
- After Gaul had been conquered by Caesar, the
tow Latin of his soldiers, with an almest in;[»er.
ceptible Reltia: clement and a larger amount of
Teutonio sprech, gradually developed, north of
a linédrown from LaRochelle to Grenoble, intq
the Langue d'Oil. This, again, on the Tips of
different tribey, separated into four leading dia-
leets, —- Norman, -Picard, Rurgundian, and
French, or the dialect of He do France, In 937
Hugh Capet, duke of Fratice, was electid Kijg «
and then commenced the growth of the politi»:\f
power of that ancient Provinee which, after Yow
than four eenturies, saw at its fret Bervi, Piear-
die, Touraine, Normandy, Lavguedoe, aml
Champagne. “The subjection of Normandy took
place tn 1204, AL The dialectof fle'de Frapes
then previsiled, first in the offivial recards of
the conyuerors, aml afterwards 1o the Huovary
works of the country, while the Norman diates
sank intoa mere putois,  The abasdenment of
the 1ast pannant of the Latin declensions i,
fourteenth century warks the divisiog «f nrod

levy
from ancient Frenche The French of the 1
s

dete o and, in the Ytk ceutie
the Fronch bevawe the cowrt, tegal wd Heepare
bonguegns from the Seine to the Lowe. :
tote than four centuries, the Narwan i

ton, we
Innguage spoken
their native land
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in the Proviese of Quebee i i precisely the | Canashizn pranansiating are 1 of 1

DRamie cirenmstunors, sid s, pooperdy v o, thong e, the svilable o the ietler o,
aeither o Wdaleot nor a Frtteds o tor 1 5wkl are snanded Prapm iy e, At doeree
chrmcd off duto dindects of St dwn, INTerast | Brachet, in s Frvaonloga <l

has sanetioned, w1
‘-x-)‘:;mi thiose laen

day 3 but the French of Gasps
the xame a3 that of Manitobs.
Hoe of the Intercolonial Nail
fence-rail - called pir ;
bankment i< fo
Sdu-Loup, the cleanng

wty the whnls,
s, whang the
Leary o
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setitedd dy othe verh chedr oot Rimonsk:, b
arler 1ot Trojs-Pistole sixfer, In Maonts

s veriain kitnd of fried vake known in Frapee
spragnafe iy called e, amd dn Quebs
A b «ft ix, tnv Mountieal, geeador
Jrefeda, aned in Quelwe, ns in Franee, fenid. The
shafts vf a0 velidele are called trgenil instend of
Lewezade ” Reins (of harnesst are in ona place
Cealled g s and do another, owdees] Lo
it Bs wsed for Sengaee. Thifisare is wsed for Bt
te St far Jru ; patiupn, & eorrapt fonm
of pertinte; for powmiive-dederee | inteilots Tor in.
telligeine o and pas copadle for fe we pueis, or j»
ne pews pox. Smoke is often valled froeens and
ot fupie, | Gooseburry 1% gadeils sl wot gro-
The Mrnituve of x church is olten eallimd
ai s and ot wiebidicr.  Xevertheless, the
latiga .z, w4 a whale, over the ‘entire country,
amongst cducated and npeducated alike; is the
same. e .
The history of Canala unfolils the fact that
the souress of the earliest streams of immigra-
tion are found around the northwestern shares
of Frauee, ehiefly in the vieinity of theGiolfe de
St Malo.  The nanws Vieppe and Houen, in
“Normawdy 1 of 8. Malo, in Bretagne ; and of
faRochells, in Anuis, are thel imt 1o ocenr in
the acgonnts of early attempts at settlement. The
settiers were chiefly peasunts, wailors, and sol-
diers, under the lendership of prieats, traders,
and:ioblemen.  The time of the eurliest perma-
nent: séttlement .was in 1308, two ¥earn be-
fore the assassination  of Henry IV, by Ravail-
e, The first"birth of a child of Freneh parents
was that of  Enstache Martin, son- of Abraham
Martin and Marguerite Langlois, at Quebee, on
he 24th of May, 1621, 10 1663, the colonisty
nwmbered 2600, (Boyd. Hist. Cauy, p, 2800 In
1865, 'a large immigration so inersed: the popn-
lation that in 1067 it nambered 4312, (p. 810 (o
1652, it snounted to 10,000, (p. 34,3 1n 1703,
Atiwan 15,000, (p. 3035 in 1736, 46,000 (3, 423 ;
in.3750, 65,000, As Canadawas setled to Kng:
land in 1763, it will bisedn that the bulk of the
‘French population serived in Caundn during the
reigng of Lounis X1V, and Lonis XV, -0 0
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The last words wepe evidently mtendad
Lty as Iarisiang
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a9 3 e mmust have boen pronanie :
Peditar, ML Dabais, aprpetds thamse Thnes
Pinllowing nate 1 0 oot e e e rd o0 fde !

plus qufourd bl

We are not without evideree that the Froneh.
Cavadian provssemtion of the better o s th
of the Nonwan davaders of England,  We il

i

know heswoit dxprovonnead by thow w
Cwandls U who, nnder the new reguiations o
army in BEoghoud, spiaf think ol obs yinge the
comuttrads of one who lag bees ratsed Dom the
retsendy to be their saperior oiliorr, or who av
renderad indignant by the presence of w ' bbres
sted fencet  Farle, i iy ¢ Philalogy of the
English Tongue,” cppJ137, 121, 161, 5shows that
this pronunciation iy, donblless, & remnant of
thie influences vxertod pon l‘:n;.;ﬁ:\'h R‘wmt?x by
the Norman invaders.  His remarks are borns
ont by Chaueer, whese Chasnteeleer, Mes
chuuner, Cautterbury, and Flanndres wmighs be
aldded to the examples glven by Farle.  That
the representation of the Freseh, ax well ns the
Raxon o by s 1% nut confined {0 nasal avilabies
is evident frote the worl lough (dawh, which
Earle quatea ns anexample,  The Hev, M. Lo
tfleyr  informed me that - AMthanase Cequeted,
wire, Jused,ondy 25 ago, to prigounee the

te

h years

etter o with the gound o) an Freich O
dians do now. Hyde Clarke, in his ** Handbook
of Comparative Philolagy,” p. 5, savs @ ** Thus
in France there are those who have heand the
vowel «wealled by the old men awy which is pow
made k'’ R0 : »

t onen passed tvo Canalinn women who were
copversing “alond 5 ayd, ws 1 nssed, 1 canght
the remark of one and- the reply’ of the other:
Cest junie pioné, anid elist ded, 2 Onanothier ov-
cosion, on aking what' wus thi matter with a
broken wagon, 1 peceited the suswor,” fue spring
ext citiesd,. T thiese short “saritonces wers com-
hined the smarked peenliarities of Chundinn pro-

nuneiation of Erench ;' yet the sounds were not




