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OANOE AND BIFLE ON THE QRINOCO.

IN FIVE CHAPTERS.~CHAP, I.
AN ADVENTURE,

At last overy*hlog was in perfect readi-
pess ; nnd on the mornfng of February 28,
thoy bade adieu to their new frlends in
Bolivar, tuok up their paddles, pushed off
{oto the strcam and started ,on their ad-
venturous trip down the river.

About ten miles bolow the city the canoe
voyagers came to & locality which showed
slgus of crocodiles ; and they landed to ex-
plore it.

On the south sidi »f the river lay a very
extentivo, low sand-bank nearly two miles
long, by half a mile wide, The lower third
of it rose abruptly into an islund as high as
the lovel of the surroundisg country, aud
covered with donre scrub jungle. Be-
tween this littls fsland and the main share
still farther south, lay a deep and placid

lagoon

%As the two hunters stood on the island, at
the edge of the steep bauk, and scanned the
glsasy surface of the lagoan, & huge old
croadile rose almoat directly opposite them,
and floated lazily at the surface, with eve
line of his scaly body and saw-liko tall
sharply defined in the clear water.

«There! Look at that now, will you!
Didn‘lt I tell youthey were hore 2’ muttered
David.

¢ Twelve feet if he's an inch!" said Ben,
staring hard at the reptile. *If we only had
our cauoe here now, eh "

W must get it here in short order. I'll
warrant that .i-goon is full of crncadiles.
Let'sbr ny our boataround, camp right here
for & weok and hunt these fellows regularly.
It we don't fian some work here for onr
rifles, wo never will, that's certain.”

Half uu hour later their canoe glided {nto
the lower end of the lagoon, and the ad-
venturers were paddled along the bank of
the islsnd uotil they arrived opposite a
clump of of samall trees, Hore they landed,
aud taking & hasty luoch, set off along the
shore to look for crocodiles.

Nor had they long to look; for as they
approached the upper end of the island, they
23w a dark objest ahead lyingat the water's
edge.  Ben levelled his glass at it directly.

“Thats oune, as sure as fate!” ho ex-
claimed. ‘I wonder if he willlet us .~
withio range §”

Almost as ho epoke, as if in answer to his

usition, the crocodile tursed about,
eaded away from the shore and floated
lazily out into the deep water.

¢ He's no fool, I tell you!" exclaimed
David. ¢ Somebody has been shooting here
Iately, or ho wouldn't be 20 wary, Batif
we go back and get out of sight, he'll he
likely to come up to the shor:again. We
must climb up to the top of the bank, go
back out of sight, and swiog around until
wo get opposito where he is, then crawl up
to tho edge and shoot Do you sce that
littlo scraggy tree yonder at the cdge of the
baak? Well, that must be about op;mibe
him, and we'll come out cloae to that.’

The proposed movement was cautioualy
exccuted, ‘¢ W3 mast make sure work with
this follo »," gaid David io an excited whisp.

er. *You kaow we've got to hit his spical | D

oofump, and wa must kill him dead, where
be lies, or he'll get off into the water and be
gonc. A misg is asgood as a mile for him

“All zight, * said Ben, who was also eager
fora shot. “\Ve'll crawl up to that bunch of
weods at the edge, I'll connt three, and
we'll plaze away together to make sure
work,”

They dropped qulotly upon tho ground,
loft their pith lmg behind them, and crept
towards the edge of tho bank. The ground

was almost bare, and the miday oun beat]Ppe

n their bare heads. They

down fiercely u
go ‘and cautiously I¢ “ied

reached the
over,

Tho reptile was thero! He lay in the
water with only his head out in the aand,
and it was plain to be seen thas only a sure
shot would stop him. Twosif. Lavrelsplid
alowly over the edge and rested there

*Sh.l wo let him have it1” gsid Doy, d,
in a gontle whisper.

while the limbs quivered convulsively,
as it tho animal had received a powerful
electrio shosk, Otherwiso it did not movo,
¢“Hurrah | Ho's our orock{” shonted
David, as they sprang to thelr fect and re-
loaded.

‘“Don't be too sure now,” said cautious
Ben, ¢ Better not say that until you got
him by the tail. Look there now—if hoisn't
trying to get away 1"

The crocodile was struggling, and had al-
ready turned a quarter-wayround, A little
farther and ho would bo headed for deep
water.

*Give him anothor shot 1"

Thoy both fired again, but in their ox-
citement their bullets failed to hit the vital

spot.

“Go for him! Go for his tall, quick”?
cried Ben, as he dropped his rific and atar-
ted. They had to rum ncarly a hundrod
yards along the bank befere comingtoa
g}nce whera thoy could scramble down.

hen down they went pell-mell at the risk
of breakiog their necks ; and us they reach.
ed the lower level, they aaw their coveted
crocodile headed for-the deep water and
slowly disappsaring. They raced along the
sand at full specd, but by the time they
reached the apot whore the reptile had lain,
nothing but the end of his tail was visiblein
the water.
away from them. There was only onc way
to rocover him—and that a dangerous one.
“Como on partner!’ cried Ben, reck-

leu\"y.

Without a moment’'s hesitatation they
rush d into the water and wadecd out till
within reach of the tail.

* Now then!" shouted David ; and to-
gother they seized the moaster by the tail
and bigan dragging him ashore.

Bat 1t was a risky mauaccuvre,

CHAPTER II.
ANOTHER CROCODILE,

it was inGeed a risky mancuvre.

For no sooner did the crocodile feel their
grasp on his tall, than ho began a tremen.
dous struggle to free himrelf andto snap at
his assailants It required all their strength
to retain their grip on him, »nd prevent
his wrenching his tail ont of their hands

¢¢ Haog to him, partnor!” panted Ben.
Steadily they backed toward tho shore,
gaining foot by foot, dragging the great sau-
rian after them.

Bat by this timo the reptile was thoro-
ughly aroused, and struggling with great
violence. Putting forth all their strength
thoy were barely able to overmatch his
efforts.

¢ Come in out of the wet, yo varmint {"
shouted David triumphaatly, as they drag
ged the struggling monster out upon the
sand. ““And don't you go near the water
any more! Oh, you'd bite, would you?”
he added, as the crocodile gave a vicious
snap sidewise at him. Its bony jaws and
cruel glittering teeth came together witha
blood-curdliog crash, butso long as bis as.
satlants held fast to his tail, he could not
turn around far enough to catchthem.

«“ Now we muat have a rifle, Davie, to
give him a finisher- You run up the bluff
and get one, and I'll hold him.” said Ben,
determinedly. "y e

*¢ Why, man alive, youcan't doit!” cried

avid.

«“Well, I will do it, aoyhow ! You go
on. Don't wait, bat give him a shot from
up there—he's such a thing to hold to—and
be quick 1"

David soaled the bank, ran to where his
rifle lazr, and roloaded it while hog.t ina
position for a shot. The crocedila was now
struggling more violently than ever, and
anapplog viciourly Grstoneaido and thenthe
other; but Ben held to it
¢ Givo it to him, quick I he shouted, ap-
alingly.

Dawvid dropped upon one knee, aimed
cerefully for the neck vortebray, and fired,
Again the reptiles jaw flaw open, but the

ed and quivered, In a fow minutes the
creature was dead. .

¢¢ That skin is worth thirty-three dollars,
old man (" David exclaimed.

On the next aiternoon, while David was
busy at camp with the final preparation of

“Yes. Hit his spinal column, ahead of
the shonlders. Ready nov—~one—two—
threo 1"

tlB“"g, bang m .

The hugo saurien's long, slonder jawa in-

tantly ew wile open apd remeined se 8t night

the three crocodile skine, Ben unloded the
canoe and paddled off alone. He went
Aown to tho outlet of the lagoon, croszed
tbo river to alow s nd-bank thoy had ob-
surved lying a fow milos below, and return.
in quite a state of excitemont,

Foot by foot, he was getting.

eycs wero tightly shut and tho limbas atiffen- | fled

He reported having landed on the other
sand bank, which was of great oxtent : and
having orossed it, ho found a narrow lagoon
lying between it and the mafn shore.
While walkivg along the bank, he came
suddenly in sight of an immense crocodile,
very much larger than the one they had al-
ready killed,

He tried to get a shot at it, but there was
no cover of any kind, and i{n crawliug over

into the watsr.

¢ To-morrow we will go after him, and
bring him home,” eatd David, confidently,
Accordingly, early next marning they
paddled across the river, dragged their
canoo up high and dry on the shore, and
with their rifles on their shouldoers, sot out
aoross the sand-bank, Benchristened it the
¢t Littlo Sahara,” on account of vast oxtent,
atter barenaces and irregular, billowy sur
faco. The day was hot, and the radiation
from tho dry, heated sand was like the
breath of a furnaco.

A DISCOVERY,

Long before they could see the water of
the lagoon, at the farther side of the little
desert, thoy espied a crocodile lying out on
the sand. Dropping on their hands and
). aees, they endeavored to approach within
ifle range, but the reptile was too wide
awske, They were stilltwo hundred yards
evay, when it suddenly started forward,
slid into the water and dhaptpenred. The
hunters had risen to theic feet to go on,
when Ben exclaimed, in sn undertone,—

“Down, Davie! down! There's the big
one lying out below 1”

He was right. A hundred yards farther
down and well out upon the bank, lay an
ugly, muddy looking old crocodile, of per-
fectly enormous size, Ho lay with his legs
stretched out lazily, his head flat upon the
sund. and his eyes shut, basking in the hot
sunshine. His poculiar gray and weathered
appearance, and thoabsence of bright colors
on his scales, plainly {ndicated that he was
“‘an old settler,” waile his plump body and
limbs showed thathe lived well  With but
one exception he was the largest crocodile
tho hunters had ever seen, and they deter-
mined to have him.

Crouching low upon the saud, they plan-
ned the attack. There was not the smallest
bush, weed, or tuft of grass to afford cover
for an approach, and theironly resource was
to take what little advantage they could of
the inequalities of the ground

On hauds and kunees they made their way
down, until they arrived opposite their
gamo; then aftor carefully studying the lay
of tho hollows and the height of the ridges,
they started forward.

At first they were able to advance along
a hollow and behind a succes.ion of ridges;
but thess all cnded abruptly when the hun.
ters were still a hnondred and fifty yards
away. Leaving their hats behind, they
oow lay flat upon the loose, hot sand, and
with the back of the crocodile in full view,
crawled alowly forward. All the while
they wero in dreadful auspense, lest the
wily old saurian should suddonly tuke
alarm, plunge into the watar, and render
that day's work fruitless.

But it was absolutely necessary for them
to get nearer.  Their rifles wors of small
calibre for such a huge animal; und bare-
headed, hot anid eoxcited as they wore,
they knew it would bo folly to fire at long
range.

Slowly and laboriously thoy dragged
thomnel\y'cs torward, until only & hur:gred
vards separated them from thelr coveted
prize.  Would ho wait longer?

It war tao uncertain to fire at that dis
tanco, all things considered, and in sheer
desperation they kept on.

The sand tilled their clothes and covered
theic perspiring faces and hands, but they
carefully kept it out of the muzzles of their
rifles. Twenty-fivo yards farther, and the
crocodile suddenlv raised his hoad and
looked about suspiciously. e must have
thought a pair of big turtles were com-
ing toward him, or hewould suroly have

ed.

The_hunters stopped instantly, and re-
malned for several minutes without moving
a mnsclo.1 11]: wuhhigh t{m“(: tio ﬁ;ﬂo. iSlow-
ly, very slowly, thoy got théir rifles in po.
sitlon,ry cocked thom, and wiped the per-
spiration out of their oyea. David then
whispered softly,—

“Ready! One=(wo - threel”

Their riles spoke together, aud instantly
they sprang to their foct. Like an echo to
the shots, tho crocodile’s’ jaws flew wide

Then {t ren quickly down the sloping bank

into tho water ; Li.t, to tho astoniehment of
tho hunters, it wheoled about und as quick-
ly rushed out again |

(TO BE CONTINURD,)

A Lttﬁe—l_f'othor.

Sho had so many children ehe really did
not know what to do. Tho home was too

tho saud, thoreptile saw him and plunged ; sinall or the family too largo—she could not

toll which. Then there was agood deal of
uchappiness about diencrs. If there were
not quite so many of them, everything
would be lovely and the dinncrs quite de-
lightful,

She pondered this matter long and earn-
estly in her sober fashion, for she wasnot a
talkative mother. Now ¢he lictle mother
knew thore were other houses not far away
whero there were no children, Yorhaps, if
the took some of her family i tho other
houses, the folks would take them in and
give them all good homcs. She ¥new tne
people very wel', though she had really
nover spoken to any of them, What better
tban to take her babies there, and leave
them in the care of these good people? So
she started off one day with threo of her
babies.

They could toddle after her, and wero
eager enough to go. She walked just as
fast as sho could, and when they reached
the next houre the poor things wero tired
out, an-! Jay down on the door step asmuch
a8 to say they really could not go any farth-
er. Tue little mother acemed to thunk it
wad all right, and atsrted to the next house,
One of the babics coul 'n't leave his mother,
;nd though very tired, followed slowly atter

or,

Presently the little mother reached the
next house, and ber baby came trotting
after, and the moment he reached the place
ho lay down and fell fast asleep Poor
thing | he was very tired. Tho folks in the
house came out to look at him, and the Jittls
mother sald, as plainly asshe could, ¢ He
is a good child, and I will give him to you
if you will take good careof him " The
peoFlo seemed to understand her feelings
periectly, and said the baby could stay.
The next day she took two m.re of her
bables, and going down the road in the op-
posite direction, she left one at a farm-louse
and one at the cottage of a widow woman.

Thero were three children left at home,
and these she decided to keep. The next
dsy the strapgest thing happened—two of
the other babies who had gone to other
home back. The little mothar was uot
pleased with this, and carried them back
again, as much as to say that sho wished
them to stay in tho nice places she had pro-
vided for them. After that she visited all
her absent chbildren onco u week, and talked
to them in her quist way, and even played
with them to keep them contented. She
was indeed a wise and thoughtfnl mother,
thoufh only a beautiful setter vith eight
small pupa.

An Animal Apple-Gathe-er.

Gathering fruit is a frequent practice of
snimals, and yot theroisa satratsgem at.
tributed to that **walking bunch of tooth-
picks” called the hedgchog, which is curi.
ous enough to deserve epecial montion. It
scems that fruit is frequontly found in the
hedgehog's sleoping spartment, and its
presence thero is explained ia this remark.
able way: It is known that hedgohogs
often climbs walls, and run off upon low
boughs, and instead of scrambling dowa in
the same manner, thoy boldly mako the
leap from tho top to the ground, sometimes
ton or twelve feot. They coil into & ball ia
the alr, strike upon their armorof spines,
and bound away uphkarmed, In tokirg
this jump, thoy have boon seen to fallupon
fallen fruit, which, thus impaled upon their
spines, was carzicd away by them ; and
tgil has given rire to tho opinion thatin
somo such way they may havo stor d their
winter homes.

et DO I et
Despair makes a despicatle tis uro and de-
scends from a mean originsl.  'Tis tho off-
spring of fear, of 1szincss and Impatience;
3t argues a dofect of apirit and resolution,

open, and shut sgain with & loud snsp!

and_oftentimes of honcaty, too.




