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CATHOLICISM IN CANADA,
Sectarnisn, e
Dyanebated jro tie - Le Canadien” for the
MY o man's J owral)

I'ne rewen of & great number of Pro-
«stants to the Cathiolic Church 1s o fact
sorthy of rematk, at the present time,
v ubich excites the atent nof the world,
Ao donotrecese a relig.ous journal from
e United Siats, Lugland, France, &e.,
whieh ducs not tell us ol humierous cons
versons 1 every part of th_se countrics,
2w W] Liasses uf sHeiet)

s otily ta Cathisie yuarni’s of Low-
roatiada Whea have Lot spohen as yet
ot hke conversions,  ltis not to b infer-

The Ca

tholic.

e —— - =

"The proof that this religions movement
in Canada is_not limited to the towns of
Quebee and Montreal, and is besides of a
date as recent as that we have just indicat-
ed, is found in the Report read and adop-
ted, the Gi: of March, 1844, at the **First
Aumversary of the Association of the
Presbyt~r.an Congregations of Moutreal,
in aid of Missions”~—and published in the
Montrea! Gazelte of the 18th of April, and
In the Herald of the 20th.  The members
of the Presbyterian Association of Mon-
trca!, mimsters and laily, orthodox and
disseiting, nroclaim to the world, in this
oihic.al Repurt, that the majority—ncarly

wed, theielure, that there have becn none
orthat thes hase Laes very rare. It 3
very true that tie ubstazies to the conver®
sienol Protestants wie greater liere, than’
1 most wilicr countries The Protestant!
part of the populatonis Ruglish, and '3ins
saturally sts pretensions to domination and’
~apenonityy U its other strong nz\"'-.\nnll
and religious prejad.ces. Tue ditference
of language 1= 2 waliol separation which
srevents an intercourse with tho)ice,|
and leaves those prejudices to subsist i)
1ell vigor. !

I the meanwinte, notw thstanding :1Hf
whese obstacles,ihe conmvers.wng toCatlivlic- ;
wim in Lower Canads are frequent. To
ba convineed of thig, 1t may suflice o make
A1usion 10 thuse wanch have taler place]
i Quebte, dunp a certst nutnber of

ears, and dusing one year i particsiar.

12 has been proved that during the clos”
vra of 1832, thiete were no fewer than,
~ghty Protestants who solicited the assw-l

wce of the cleryy, and embraced the Ca-|
oi:e fasth upon the bed of death, n the!
.ty of Quebec alone.  We have been -
formed that al least an cquatl number of
2roicstamts died Catholics in Montreal, du.!
sng the same viatation,

Hut when we say tha the conversions
rre frequent amosg s, we do not atend
‘o speak of conversions made under thosc'l
~viraordinary circumstances, in the last:
wor of life 5 atthat hour whea we fear
tindalone, ahd when we have in view no,
sther interests than those of the soul— |

i

~e wish to mention asly the ¢conversions .
st'ch ace made daily, and which are’
“voad recorded upor the registry ot the
Pacsh. i

‘Those registr.es veniy that Four fun-
ered and eighteen Protestants made abju-,
ranion of their faith, in the Parish of Que-
bee alone, in 1326.  Many of those con-
verts wese the fathers and mothers of fa.
mwul.es, where the conversion naturally inv

the whole”—of the Protestant establish.
ment of Enghsh ascondancy in Canado,
nave either embraced the Catholic faith,
or else ceased 1o Lelieve 1n the difierent
lorms of Protestantism which were impor-

yted with them, a1 d thet their descendants

have naturally foliowed ther cxamples,
‘['hese assertions may appear exaggerated,

tbut to show that we do not invent or mis-

state them, we present the words of the
offictal Prowestant Report itselfi—
* It is nearly a century siace this cole-

jny has been a province of Great Britain. —

Duning this long period, until very recent-
!y, scurcely an effort has been made to al-
levaate the moral degradation, resulung
from the absence of rehgious insiruction,
Smee ke conquest of the country by
Wolfe, cach year hus Lrought an increaso
of enmgrant settlers from the Bruish Isles,

without being accompamed by a preacher
or an mstractor; and these settlers, as

fast as they arrived, enther scattered them-
selves over tl.e country, where they estab-
Lished themselves in separate localities,
among the Roman Catholic population, or
among the carly immugrants or their dess
cendamts, Thus, surrounded by the sus
perstitions of the one, and the religious ins

{ difierence of the other, and totally dopriv-

24 of the means of rchigious improvement,
all the moral impressions which they had
seceived in the country of their forefathers
iest therr influence in a littie time, and the
majorty of the carly sentlers became ei-
taer Catholics or Infidels; and what they

Theeame,® thetr descendants continued to

be~—of course more confirmed in the creed
which was adopted, nnd still more debased
wagnoranca and vice. Such are the
paths in which almost all the early immi-
crants have trod, and we now see the wo-
ful state of our thus long neglected breth-
ren.

“Aswriter, 10 lus remarks upon the de-
generacy of the new immigrants, expres.
ses himself thus: I have-found by the obs

cluded that of their children 5 buz 1hos3' servation of many years, that it follows

children are not comprised ia ihis number.
‘There have been at least twenty-feur
conversions per vear, 1n the Parish of
Quebee, since 1826,

Durnnz the last there are counted fortys
one, ang it e month of January of this
vear there were regisiered twenty. We

generally a reguiar progre sion—a fumily
iof 1mmigrants established tiemsclves in a
'place where the people are zomposed cis
ther of Catiiolics, or the ulmast + rbarous
descendints of Protestant immig-ants,
In the first case, the family so s uvated

 find themselves exposed ty the many de-l

grows weak, the torch of reason begins to
be obscured, and cmits but a feebls ray,
the judgment resigns its sovereigoty, and
family aspirutions after Gud aro blotted
out. In the meanwhilo the children grow
up under the discipline, not of a pious fas
mily, notof u Sunday Sehool, butof their
companions of the same age, rude and vis
cious, who seldota fail to make thom like
themsclves. They are ucquainted with
the religion only which they sce and hear
in the locality whero they find themselves,
They willingly frequent the places dedica.
ted to the worship of the Roman Catholic
Religion,and, litde by little, they conform
to the wishes of their Catholic companinns,
(shall we say their instructors?) umtil fis
nally they become one with them in reli-
gion and every irode of thought. Here
their Protectant distinetion dies, and in
few years thete is not the least trace visis
ble of such Protestant disiinosion, unless
the name alone.  Orif such a family goes
to establish itself among the degencrate
descendants of Protestants, it« condition
becomes rather worse than better, for
there, irreligion, with all that accompuanies
it, rears its impious head, and the immi-
grant disregarding the danger, becomes
very soon a victim to the unchristian tes
nets and frightful incredulity of his neighs
bours.’

“This 13 not (pursues the Report) an
exaggerated description ;3 1t is a simple
exposition of such things as appear, from
time to imeyto throw Light upoa the mora)
history of our long neglected brethren.”

The Commitee add that, in order the
better to ascertain ““the spiritual wants of
the country, they had printed circulars,
and from personal narrative,your commite
tec are confirmed in the opinion that the
degree ~nd extent of this want, and its
effects, are nearly too great 10 be belicved,
They have discovered some fumilies,
of both sexes, not very far from this citys
who have never put a foot in a place de-
dicated to religious worship, who have ne-
ver hieard a sermon, and who,nevertheless,
bear the name of Presbyterians. In ma-
ny parts of the country there are familics
who have been ten, twenty, thirty, and
sometimes cven forty, years without a bis
ble. Some of them have declared, that
they have heard speak of Bibles, but they
have nover seen any ; and one preacher
as said that he has not had any bible for
two vears. Several members of the com.
mittec have given themsclves some labour
1o assurc themselves of the truth of these
facts, and they find that the more they
ccntinued their rescarches, the more it bes
came evident that.the Jamentable effects
uf the want of Religion to their long neg-
lected brethren are not yet fully known.®
The reverend authors of'the Report ats
tributy this ¢spiritual want of the coun-
try,"this doplorable state of their long neg-.
lected brethren,” and thesa *¢ lamentuble

&, . N . ” :
can pucge from this of the namber of con-,eriorating inflacnces of all the folties and cAects.” 1o the wantof Ministers, {ostruc-

verstons waich are made during the vear,
1n o'ker panis ofthe province, and it is
casy wsce that the religous movement
1aat leads the Protestants to return 1o the

iereors of therwr neighbourhood. At fiest,
and dunag a short space of time, the fa-

tors, Biblcs, and above all, money’ Dut,
dv vot our citics,oa the contrary, possces

thers and mothers, especially, resist this
influence ; but as many circumstances

Pratestant  Establishments, richly en-
1dowed,and Ministers and Instruciors well

bogom o! tae Catholic Churchy is na less  concur to strengthen the predominating and sufficiently compensated? 1Is ahero
marifest in Canada than in ciber coun~ example and opinion, this resistance is vo. kot to he found in them Repository after

trivs.

ry scon overcomethe voice of conscience

Repository of Protestant Bibles, which
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are  distnbuted  whercsoever they are
required?  And do we not know thar
besides the sich grants and donations
made by teligions Societies, and the Le-
gislative assembly at the Capitol, a seventh
part of the Jund of Canada is appropriated
to the maintenance of the Protestant cler-
gy? Auad do not the v ry same journafy
which publish this Report make it a boaat,
that the greatest partof the landed propers
ty of the Provinces, a3 well as the Com-
metce of the enuntry, is in the hands of
the Protestunt?

And lastly, whilst there are so many
Protestant  Immugrant Fanalies from the
Bratish lales, in such spiriturl destitunion
that “they have never keard a sermon, nor
read the bibleVof which st is hold that the
readir.g 13 necessary for the salvation of
their souls, would it not bo better to pro-
vido for theso rehgious wants of**their long
neglected brethren” than to import at
great expense Swiss Missionaries and
their toutilated  French bibles to Protest-
antize and convert the Catholics ?

THE KIRK OF' SCOTLAND,

Our readers are already aware of the
troubles in taer Scortis Kirk, whose
present condition affurds uncquivocal aug-
ury of speedy dissolution. The second
article, of the XXVII number of the Dub-
lin Review, in some whirty pages, presents
tls with a sketch of the controverted points,
which, like entering wedges, are splitting
to pieces this sturdy growth of Protestant
vegetation, whose toots, tixed in the rocks
of the highlands, and enjoying the dews,
tain and sunshine dispensed by the gov-
ernment of Great Britain, have sustained
and vpheld it for near three centuries.

Aslong as this clierished baatling of re~
formation love, was humble enough to pre-
serve, or powerful enough to command,
the support of government, it could lord it
at will over the consciences of men, whilo
at the same time, it was making boast of
the glorious rightof private judgment and
the liberty of human opinion, enjoyed by
all who protest against the Catholic chnrch-
But it has been bold and foolish enough to
come into direct collision with the State,
whoso authority created and upheld it, and
it would appear that tho contest will ne-

cessarily demand the death of ane of
thre pacties.  Which will perisl, it tequires

but little foresight to predict, except for
those turbulent agitators, who in their. ca-

gerness for power, are atonce blind to the
sipns of the times, and ignorant of the ex-
perience which history records.

We will endeavour fram the article to
which'we have referred; to condense this
sketch, and in brief, place the questions at
issue, under theview of our readers. A
learned northern Judge (L.ord Gillies) in
delivering lus opinion upon a case,which,
in point -of fact, brought the Kirk and the
State before the tribunal of the Law, as
adverse paniies,was pleased to culopise the
Kirk, **as a beaotiful and solid fabric.
It rests on durable—eon eternul foundi-
tions.” Events since this eulogy was utter-
ed, have proved that the foundations of the

Rirk, far fiom boing *¢ durable and eters
nal," are most probably resting upon-the
sand, and in imminent danger of crumbling
to pieces, and the reviewer assurcs, us that
the learned Judge on his death\bed, late:
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