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still half latent. Still iteis well that they should
be stated clearly and forcibly, as they are in the
article before us. It is unnecessary, in this place,
to follow Mr. Low further in his exposition of his
thesis.  Many of our readers can complete the
train of thought for themselves. All of them
would do well to refer to the paper from which we
have quoted. Such a handling, reverent and in-
telligent, of the great themes of divine revelation,
can have only the happiest results for Christian
thought.

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL

LESSONS.
BY REV. JAS. A. ELLIOTT, B A., RECTOR OF COWANS-
VILLE, QUE,

It is not uncommon to hear men deplore
the existence of the Sunday school as a usur-
pation of the duties of parents and sponsors.
In'theory the oharge is well founded, for in
an-ideal state of the Church this branch of Church
“work would be unnecessary, but inasmuch
asneither society in> general nor the Church
in particular can be said to be ideal, this objection
has no force in practice. If parents and sponsors
refuse to do their duty by their children, what al-
ternative bhas the\Church but to supply this food
that ought to have come from their hands ? At
all events the Sunday school has a history which
now pasges the century mark, and with its age it
has brought forth the evidences of a permanent
institution. It is therefore folly and a waste of
time for eerious Churchmen to carp at its birth
when the only practical question is, how shall we
control its growth ? It is readily admitted that if
the Sunday school is to retain its hold upon the
public mind and not fall into disrepute as a fossil
of uncertain antiquity, it must keep pace with the
day school. Secular education is receiving the
most careful attention at the hands of specialists,
and school children are bandled in a much more sci-
entific way to-day than a score of years ago. The
psychology of child-life has become a serious and
important study, and after it has passed the theo-
retical and speculative stage will give an immense
permanent impetus to the cause of true education.
If we consider the gravity of the issues depending
upon the efficient working of the Sunday school,
in the face of the neglect of parents and sponsors,
in the face of the impossibility, under our present
circumstances, of casting more than a shadow of
this work upon the day school, and the limited
time at the disposal of the religious educators, it
will at once be realized how carefully and thor-
oughly the whole Sunday school system should be
worked out. The best should be our aim. This
best is not what the clergyman and his little band
of Sunday school workers can evolve in a given
parish. It is not the best produced by the
united powers of a diocess, but that resulting from
the united efforts of a united Church.

It is with this thought in mind that a plea is
here put forth for consolidation and concert of
actiou on the part of the whole Anglican Com-
munion in reference to a united scheme of Church
Sunday school lessons. It is here taken for grant-
ed that it is utterly impossible for the Anglican
Church to accept the International undenomina-
tional lessons as presently constituted, inasmuch
as the Church year is pravtically ignored therein
It may also be assumed that the progress of natur-
al selection is too slow to warrant the Church in
waiting for the special merits of any one of the
many schemes now in use, to appeal to the Church
at large, and receive universal recognition. The

‘mo\‘t"lllmlt must be inaueurated and carried out
by the Church as a definite feature of a pNg’tvsFiVﬂ
programme. The experiaent of unification has
been tried by the other Drotestant bodies and has
proved successful so far as it goes. The question
now receiving their attention is the proper orad-
ing of the lessons. If we look about us in our own
Communion the most conspicuous feature of our
Sunday school work is the lack of unity and coher-
ence. The Church in I'ngland and Canada stand
to one another as wother and daughter, and the
Church in the United States and Canada as sis-
ters, yet no such close relationship exists between
them in this most important work of religious edu-
cation. If Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, {c.,
with their different creeds and polity, bave found
it to their advantage to unite all over the world
in a common scheme of lessons, it surely is worth
our while to give the matter serious consideration
as applied to our own communion. In (Canada
and the United States the name of the schemes in
use is legion. The same probably is true in Fng-
land. Here isa scheme that has the approval of
a diocesan synod ; there is one that can only boast
of the sanction of an archdeaconry, and others
again that have no approval outside the parishes
in which they are used. Here are the isolated
fagots of Church Sunday school workers and organ-
izations toiling away in the four corners of the
earth, each at a echeme different frcm all the
others, and the question may very properly be agked,
will we avail ourselves of the wisdom of the fable,
and bind them together and in their union par-
take of their strength. A number of men may
fail to raise a given weight when acting separately,
and sucoeed, with the greatest ease, when acting
together. Thisthe position of the Church at
large, a position that surely ought to be corrected,
for it is responsible for the dissipation of much
precious energy. In advocating the establishment
ofan international scheme of Church Sunday school
lessons, it is of course to be remembered that it is
only an order or method of study that is proposed.
There is no intention of attempting the impossible
and undesirable task of having all teachers teach
the same lesson in the same way from the same
data. What is aimed at is to establish the sim-
plest bond of union and that which renders the
greatest possible freedom. That bond is the sim-
ultaneous study of a given portion of the Bible and
Prayer Book by the Sunday schools of the whole
Church,—just as the same lections for daily morn-
ing and evening prayer are used by practically the
whole Anglican Communion. Why should the
Church boy in England study the parable of the
good Samaritan, we will say, next Sunday, and his
brother or sister in Canada not study the same for
two or three years to come? Why should not
the boy who moves from one parish to another find
himself as much at home in the new Suniay
school as he does in the new church ? These
are questions worth thinking about. It is time to
raige our eyes frem the little bit of work before us
and take a view of the larger work which lies at
the door of & united Church.

The question, may be asked, will this united
scheme, when sanstioned, supersede the countless
little rivals now in use ? To this the answer may
be given, perhaps not absolutely, for here and
there we are sure to find a Solomon who will
refuse to be guided even by the united wisdom of
the Church. Bat of the ultimate and triumphant
success of such a scheme can there be any doubt ?
It will appear to Churchmen on account of the
spirit of unity and brotherhood which it is calou-
lated to foster between the different branches of

the Church. It will also appeal to them on ag.
count of the weight of the sanction which it wil]
have recoived and the palpable advantages from g
teacher's point of view which it will possees. In
reeard to the latter point the advantages may be
summari-ed under the head ** improved teachers'
helps and litersture.”  There are foew clergymen
but can appreciate the value of this. They are
foreed in nearly every oare to urge young men and
women to enter the Sunday school as teacliers
who have little or no training for their work and
little time to devote to preparation during the

weck. It is of the greatest possible importance to

be able to place in the hands of such persons the/,

i

mature thouehts and suggestions of the best reli.
gious educators. With a scheme snch as here pro.
posed it will be possible to avail ourselves of the
best products in the way of ** helps and literature'’
to be foun1 in the Church at large.  Asit is to-day,
we are confined to the literature hastily and
erudely compiled for some little diocesan or pro-
vincial echeme. An effective illustration of this
alvantace is afforded in the case of the Church
catechism.  We have one catechism for the whole
Anglican Communion, and around this catechism
i3 gathered a rich and varied literature from the
pens of Fnplish, American and Canadian eduoca-
tors. This is what we want in connection with
our Sunday school legsons.  Liat us enlarge the
market for our literature and its quality will in
due time be improved. Again there will be greater
vaciaty ca'aalatal ¢y maat tha  variel] intelleot-
ual and ecclesiastical tastes of different teachers.
With a multitnde of little schemes as at present
within the Chursh, this variety in connection with
# given scheme is imposeible. It is only in variety
that true and workable unity is poseible. Let no
faint-hearted Churchman imagine that this scheme
is too vast and too chimerical for eccomplishment.
(Compared with other great unification schemes it
is simplicity itself. It of course cannot be acoom-
plished in a duy. It will require time, patience
and loving thoughtfulness, but in the humble
opinion of the writer it is worth a large expendi-
ture of labour. It is suggested that the matter be
taken up in Canada by the various diocesan synods,
and tha General Synod urged to invite representa-
tives from the different branches of the Churchto
sit down together and work out the details. The
Holy Spirit who presided in thie councils of the
blessed Apestles will be with His Church until the
end of the world. The scheme is here placed be-
fore the public and the writer would like to have a
frank and thoughtful expression of evinion thereon.
In taking this larger view and appreciating the
bond of union thus created betwecen the different
darts of the Church, we seem to putnew lifeand
meaning into the words of the old Creed: ‘I be-
lieve in' the Holy Catholic Church ;" I believe
in the Communion of Saints.”

MISSIONARY FIELD.

A MISSIONARY TOUR IN JAPAN, BY ARCHDEACON
SHAW.

(Concluded from last week.)

Matsumoto is a flourishing town, situated in
the midst of a most fertile and populous plain.
It was formerly the seat of “a daimiyo or terri-
torial baron, whose— castle still remains intact,
forming with its walls and lofty turreted roof a
picturesque landmark forthe neighbourhood. The
town itself was greatly injured in the floods
through the bursting of the banks of a river
which ruuns across the plain behind and above the
town. The water rushed through the streets in
torrents, washing them out in many cases to the
depth of several feet, and covering the lower floors

m———

of the
tho ri
the
gome
idate
cours
ering
work
ordai
hittle
preac
have
Jfrom
Thei
and
neigl
been
hous
old s
passe
large
neigh
the
mutt
othe!
chief
alhm
body
ber
gom1I
hous
fello
had
unit;
Japa
mor}
from
—cr
and
Soor
hurr
matt
thei
caus
who
ineic
opin
slng
of a
for ¢
up t
her
whic
pilk
the
inde
and
&0.,
tend
hou
bets
whi
con
in w
The
8100
inqu
pose
tend
beer
men
cong
cups
and

“of v

Isa
look
the

yotc
and
had
thos
nes;
tha
perf
we |
Mr.
hou
cou
gat)
hea



