
xwwMlon to cxpeot that t»i« hoii. umiriUr woul.l havo r»ia«d, M one of th« crltlciMM by which Im mmfuhi

tO'innUn tJiU )luUii« hdiev* the trul wiwiiiUHliolimtory, th»t thfl triiil took I'laoe Motv olio of lli'i very

meti into whowi hautii, hy liiti own Htutuli', ii" hHil put the it^uv» of lifu mid donth. It ih snid, J^ir, that

thcic jud^oH nre to Homo (txtciit jwUtiiul otHct-rH, iiinMuiiuh as tlwy aitt, hy virtue of tluir oIHudk, iixmilien

«l the North- VVodt Counoii. WIidii I turn u>;niii to t\w ie^ihlutiou on that •ubjfot, I lind tiiut that

flNviaion wm iu««rtvd uot by the ^viitlfin* ii who Rit oti tiiia Hid« of the llousr, not liy tlio k>'<>^1*"B<^'>

•ho bad in tlil« rase In Mliuinttter [he. hkw, but wait |>ul by gciillflintin ou|x>i»it« into llut Act of ]87r>. It

"*»«• aaid that ihi'Ho judj<ei» aro, to a rcrtain < xlcnt, dc-|H'udpnt U|iou the Kx«iut ve. I fail ti- s( « any veir

'bmadly uiurk^i distinction in thwio dayn lictwien jmlioial ofticerH who hold tlicir offiee duiini; Kood

hebaviour nnd judioiul ofiiccra who liold tla-ir otlioes during; ^dfUMuro, conaiderin)^ tlint tbp atntp of public

•flntiint-nt in iwnrd to ollineis of tlnil kind, and tlie dis}M)aition of Parliament, in d<iiliuj{ with a OoTflni-

ment thai wo hi ilarti to tUfiuMs its pbiUiun; unf':iirly .unl without duu oftuM, wcnld ba such um Ui make a

judge, even it innwintvd duiing pbaourc, prnctidally iruniovul)le cxcey)t toi cautw. Hut the tenure of

office waa futabliwhod by tboHc gentlemen ; ihom- travel Im^ ftCH, lor whiob it is m»id they dfiKsnd upon

the iilxa.utive, wore rIIowkI by tiioiw t(enti<niBU ibeiusclvos, and vcrar after yrar those travellini; f«oa and

'thoae allownnouH, which it is pnid made fallible tiic juil^uicnt of the judgna thorn, or might. hav» made
their jud^fnifni. fallible, were introduced and voted by hon. g«ntleiu«ii opiwuitt, and, after they went out

^of offijc, were votfd lor t>y theni without a niiirmur or ooniplaint. It woa said likowise that a grave

miatokt! had bnen uiad" in the ueltctiou of tho judge It was said that Judgo Kichartlion atanda in the

Ipcaition of Attoriit^-Clonvral in the North-W(>»t. ' I think that 'hat iii' hardly a c<>n\:ct slatciucnt of his

iHMitioM thi'ti'. Heiwaa, it is true, as law «dcrk to the North- WVai <'omi'il, as b'gal adviser in refunmce

V> the legal biiHlufss that couiim Kfore tliat Council, and as t^nch he recuivos a paltry, almost a iii<minal,

. wmolniuent, which is likewise' voted to him, not by the Kxenutive, but by the I'ailianient, and can only b«

paid to him by virtue of an Act of I'avliaunint. The criticism was likewiw.' made that Judge Hiohardaon

wo« a membiir of that Council when it undei-to<ik to pass an expression of opiniuii nj>on the conduct of the

Kxeouiive in this very case. In justice tt> Mr, Uichurdnou, I muHt say Uiat, when those resolutions oamc
iMjfoie iho Nortli-West Couiuiil for deliberation, bo withdrew from the Board. I think that the choice of

.ludgti Jtichardson wa^ as 'viae a choice as oiuld have been mide. He was iif ipioiutec of oiirn; it could

not ne said that for nay [jolitiml soi vices hfl had rendered to this (lovcrnunrnt or Ibis party in the jMwt bo

had received liit judicial olh<x', booaime he received bis appointment at the handw of hon. gcutlfn»en

op^wsitc; and I presume he received it, ns all judges are supposed to receive it, on account of (lualiticationa

for the duties ho had to d'Hchurgo, one of those duties being, by virtue of the very .Statuttt which they

passed theiuselvcs, the ilispiwiti«i of capital cases. Besides that, he was the senior judge in the North-
VVest, and, in that rcHiKiit, as well as in regard to his piofessioual qnalitloatioiis—as to which I will any

little, bt'Citiise it would be invidious to make a comparison lietween him and his colleagues—he seemed to

be at tlie head of tlie lint of those wiio hud to be entrusted wilh the execution of this very serious duty.

But^wbcn we are told tlia* there ia danger of any of thesti tribunals being corrupted by the circiuustance

thhl Uiia rarUaiiiciit votes them moneys from time to tiiiK! for their travelling ejcpenses or allowances for

the discharge of any other public duties iucideiital to their office, or othorwise, the lioii. geutlemau raised,

in my mind at Icoht, tlie recollection tliat, in the great Proviui'e which he represents, a largo portion of

th« judical y receive a considerable augumentation to their salories, from the i'lovincial Government. I

should like to a.sk at what Htiige in the uailinmentary existence of this country partisan strife Ixcumo so

hot that any hou. gentbinan degraded innts< If by aspersing the judicary of 'Jntario, even in regard to the
qneslions which arose between the (ioveniment of the Dominion and that of Ontario, by suggesting that

the minds of the juilgi-s were warped by the additions to thiir salaries whi(;h they received from the Pro-

vincial (Joverumont ? 1 awk then whether the hon. gentleman'.s criticisms were f|uite lair to the (lovern-

inent or to the otlici-r more particularly mentioned? If it was not inteudod to lusperse tlie mode of
•oonduciiug the trial, us being unfair, on account ol liiese considerations, I ask wliy these criticiBms were
introduced at all? 1 ask why the public confidence in relation to the administratiou of justice by thcae
tribunals should be weakened by such criticisms, unless to show Parliament that the trial was unfair ?

The hon. gentleman said that these difliculties ought to have been j-emoved. I undi'istood him to inti-

mate —it was the coin^lusion, 1 admit, which I d:ew irom his language moio than the Ittuguage itself

—

that it would liave tn-en better if, hist Session, in "iew of the difficulties which bad arisen in the North-
west, thf (lovernment had created special tribunals theie for tlie trial ol' these otfcndei-s. At lUiy rate, he.

did express plainly that it Was the duty of the Goveniment to have provided some special legislation in
regard to those tribunals. I ask the llouse if, afti.r the crime had been commiUed, after Louis iiiel hod
come into this country and had stained his hands with the blootl of our citizens, and after tlu; rebellion

had Ik-eii suppiessed, the (Jovernmeut had changed the law, bad made new tribunals, and had put that
-orimiudl in a ditl'ereut position from that in which he stood %vhen he came into the ,c(mutry, there would

. not have been a feeling from one end of Canada to the other that we had pa.'^sed an ex post facto law, and
had done an injustice which should not have been done to the vilest crimnal in the land? That, air, is

mv own opinion on that point, but 1 am able to <;ite an authority for it too. Within the last two or
three mouths, a gentleman who discussed public questions very ably, in a jwrtiou of tJiis country not very
remote from this place, undertook to di.scuss the various phases of this trial. He was a gentleman able to
bring. to the discussion of these questions long exinnieuce and high abilities, which arc known to every
aectiou of this country. He had this to commend him too— 1 sliall not say it was the hon. member lor
West Durham (Mr. Hlake), 1 can hardly think it was, when 1 heard his speech, but it was a namesake of
his, and that gentleman said in reference to this very trial, in reference to this very criticism which had
-then gone abroad, in reference to this very suggestion that it would have been better if the Government
had taken special legistatiou in reference to these trtbunals: '

" But I do nut say that the Government is censurable for having tried the prisoner by the tribunal provided
'hr the sUmding laws, though I may regret that those laws did not provide a mor« satisfaotory tribunal."

is-im arm wit-


