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DR, RUSSEL'S LETTERS ON THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WABR.
Washiogtop, Oet, 10,

I append some matter from my disry
sinee the date of my last letter,

Oct. 8,—A review of vavsiry and artilery
going on. I eannot’ go—it is mail dey—
but I see the troops pass my window ; some
few squadrons of eavalry;, and batteries of
artillery.  Bssides I have two bonorsry
aides, who go out and tellme all about the
affair—Ohe is sn ex-officer of Austrisn
dragoons and an ex-Crimes esvalry mas, the
other is an infantry officer, both Knglish-
men, They report artillery fair—horses
rather 'lizht, batteries rather s mixture,
longs and shorts, rifled and swooth boies,
carriages heavy, harness not well kept or
clean, but strong and servieesble too, but
not ““ well set up,” head dress condemned.
Report on cavalry ot so favorsble, Men
don’t ride, no seats, no sitting vp—nothin
clean, horses rather :mixed, udd.lolz.
cquipment, including swords, seabbards,
spurs, bits snd metsl work, generslly very
dirty, As tobone and sinew the mendn:’
asgood s can be; the impression is
could pot be relied on to stand or makes
charge in their present copdition, snd that
they would do more harm than good if sny
attempt were made to handle them in the
field, I'be Federalists seem to have incPeas-
ed their artillery force very much sinee their
last advance when they had only 49 pieces
in the ficld, They hayve more than three
times as many guns, well horsed, snd ap
enormous increasement s still spoken - of,
With their foundaries, iron jworks, snd re-
sources in skilled Jabor, there is no reason
why they should not be sble to t their
battles with artillery prineipally, and make 3
Solferino or Goojerst ofthe affair. The
Naval Department isordering guns by the
bundred tons, It is s pity we ecanmot sell
them the Awerican monster guns which we
bought during the Crimea war, by the pound
and which are lying in the mud at Wool-
wich,

The Americans have made some feeble ex-
{::rimcnu long ago on targets of sheet iron

olted together and serewed on wooden
backs, srrived at the eonclusion that they
had exhausted the guestion of iron east
ships, and looked with indifference st the
experimeots of England sud France to test
the resisting powers of rolled iron slabs;
that is the Government Departments did,
but many naval officers were solicitous that
further trisls should be made, snd that one
gunboat or large vessel at least sbould be
built on the improved principles of either
French or English copstruction, or on plans
of their own, It scems to be the opinion
however, among the Ameriean naval officers
that the increase in the size of ordnsnee
always prove superior to any resistin .
ers ('Jf,'ir})n, und% 8 nmzhing blogvp:f's
Jarge projectile at A slow velovity, they think
they can break and erush in not so much
the plates as the whole structure to which
they belong, There is no more exhsustive
work on the making of ordinanee in the
world than the “Beports on the Properties
of Metal for Cannon, snd the qualities for
Cannon with the sceount of the Fabrieation
and Trial of a 15 inch gun by Capt. T.J,
Rodman, of the Ordinance Department,
11,8.A. By suthority of the Seerau%
War Boston, Mass, C.H, Crosby, 1861,”
—a quarto of upwards of 300 08, copi-
ously illustrated and got up by Govern-
went at enormous cost, In this work are
explained the principles on which the Rod-
wan gun now at Fortress Monroe, was east
but the details, though most interestiog and
important to professional and seientific men,

are 80 technical as to jrritate the mnews-|;

paper reader by sigebraical formuls and
seven colamns of figures snd decimaled bst-
talions, One seetion relating t0 the trials
of two 10 ineh guns, one east solid and eool-
ed from the exterior, the other esst hollow
and eooled from the interior is most valusble
and goes far to justify Captain Rodman’s
u!;inion in favor of the hollow east guns,
Nor is anything of the kind with whieh I
am scquainted equsl in resesrch snd vslue
to his experiments on eapnon powder, snd
on the material for cannon powder, andon the
matcrial for cannon ; indeed the papers are
u wonument of scientific industry, patient
investigation—every step m by dis-
grams und illustrations of the most
character, The results of his labor may
yet be undeveloped, but I recommend our
cnginecrs und srtillery officers to study them.
One result, however, is the Rodman gun,
This piece of ordusnee, opee ealled the
* Floyd” gun, from the unsuccessful s‘rate-
gist of the Southern urmy, who was seere-
tary of War tempore Buchspan is 190
inehes long, hass maximum dismeter of
41-1, and weighs 40,099 pounds, The star
guage does not show a varistion of 1,000th
of an inch in the whole length of bore of
15 inches, -

The firing was commeneed with 25 pound
charges of powder, 6 in dismeter each grain
and shell weighing 320 pounds snd 340

ounds, strapped to osk ssbots of 11 pounds
ho charges were increased by b pousd in-
4

orements of grained powder to
s were .ﬁ' nul:’

?
tly solid sphere of cast iron of
seven m I’n diameter, and of proper
hardness, has ever becn made. As soon as
Capt. has any leasure he intends
to try some of his heavy guns against the
strongest deseriptions of irou plates on see-
tions of shipping and he is q‘uﬂ_i‘u confident
the large , fired at low velocities will
destroy them. In the qualities of iron the
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Brigge, which could vot be touched by the
M u‘ﬁ«.

dream of his future destiny, events in
Second Deduction from the Siege of Sebus-
topol, that mere individual ¢ cannot
suffice to oversome the forees, “ &e,"” but
that it must be rendered manageable by dis-
cipline, and directed by that consummate and
mechanical military skill which ean only be

content with iron in our guns of such infer- | sequired by a course of education institu-
,IC&& ” s—— the spesial. puspose, ome
; carnestly advocated the extension

—Having nothing more exeit-
ingto do the other day , I sat-down to look
over the of Gen. MeClellan, Major
Mordeeai and Col. Delafield, who were sent
as a military commission to Europe, by Mr.
Jclano; Dnvil,d:: the elose of uxebC;uneu
war, Perhaps American 0 not
know their commission was p::&wd with
negleet, if not with something worse, by the
French suthorities, and were not even per-
Eimd to see Marshal Pellissier ; while t.hoi

nglish gave them quarters in the camp
the l'olg.h Diviniol?. near Cathearts Hill,
rations snd passes, and borses, and detached
s staff officer to wait upon them, and gave
them passages in their steamers whenever
snd wherever they required them. Gen.
(then Cspt.) MeClellan report on the
Crimes is contained in twenty four quarto

modest self confidence. He declares that
his objeet in poisting out errors is to pre-
vent similar mistakes on the part of the Am-
eriean officers, and observing “that it may
seem absurd to compare small affairs with
grest,” plunges into affairs by remarking
that the American army completed the in-
vestment of the Vera Cruz on the second,
while the Allies required nearly seyen days
to land snd mareb about fifteen miles to the
Alms, It is seareely possible to avoid com-
pcioons in such matters, though they are
introduced by deprecatory remarks. Vers
Cruz is on tKe sea; and the Mexiecans had
no fleet, Balaklava is nearly nine miles
from Sebastopol ; Kamiesh is between four
snd five, In effect, our landing at Old
Fort which commeneced on the 14th, was
interrupted by high surf and wind on the
16th ; an army of 65,009 English, French,
sod Turks, with ninety two pieces of ar-
tillery snd sbout 1,103 eavalry were ready
to march on the 18th, fought at Alma on
the 20th, gave two days to the interment
of the dead and embarkation of the wound-
ed, and after 2 most hazardous march, gain-
ing new bases of - operation, opened fire
from their batteries on the 17th of October,
baving invested the on the 27th of
Beptember, It is indeed absurd to compare
small things with great. But Gen. Me-
Clellan—who never saw the Alma, be it
observed—goes on to say the position was
not rull{ strong, nor was it at all improved

ificially, astounds onc by declaring the
allies were nearly double the number of the

‘Bussians, “ aceording to both aceounts’

Menchikoff admitted 36,000 men. ' Anits-
chief says the Bussians bad 42 battations,
16 squadrons, 11 sotpias of Cossacks, or
about 1,000 irregular horses, 72 field pieces,
and 24 horse artillery guns, which looks
very like some 42,000 infantry and 2,600
sabres We know that our forces consisted
of 27,000 men, that the French had 24,000,
and the Turks 7,000; but of these the
Turks never fired a shot, and were not en-
ged at all. The Fourth (British) Diy-
was not t - in the aetion, and

the Third Division were but lYlery sligbd

engaged not eoming up till the batt
was over. p“li"be Generdgoor’:siders the bat-
tle important only in establishing the morale
of the Allies. Why it caused the sieze to
be possible atsll by leading to the defeat of
the eovering srmy! Had the Allies been
beaten, it would, surely, have proved for
some eonsequence, Had Menschicoff never
fought it, our operations agsinst the place
must have been still more uncertain; bat
our vietory decided him to abandon Sebasto-
pol and retire to Bakshi Barai. The sub-

sequent eriticism, referring to the possibilit
of eutting off the Bussians from Sebastopol,
would not have been made if the General
could have seen the ground or had been pre-
senton ber 20, 1854. “Drive them into
the eity and enter at their heels!” No
forts, no eitadel, no fleet there to interfere
with thst smme ! * Cut them off from
Sim) " With the Woronzow road
ir rear to lead to it, and in doing it
B & R o o o bt
as W ar from t-
tle being determined by uet’s turning
the left (under the fire of the Allied ships,)
secount says that Menschieoff,
in front by the English, and on the
by the French, “ donna alors I'ordre au
Prince Gortschakoff de ratirer le centre et
I'sile droite de nos trupes, plus de deux
verstes on arriere de la position qui avait
ete choisie, ou les suiverent aussitot les
de V'sile gauche, qui avaient resiste

de toute la Quartrieme Division
jusqu, au moment dela retraite

talions and the sailors of the fleet,”” he did not
that the latter consisted of

sbout 14,000 exeellent soldiers and artil-
ists, the flower of the Russian army, as
the seige proved, Of the incidents of the

flank mareh, the eriticism is unjust; the |i

Bootts Greys were close up with the guns,
ot in front; only one horse

there, and instead of our eomi J

i
4

;8
H

E

ee
3
g

&
-

i

fy

L
£

1
:
]

|

!
§

:
;
1

It
:
f

it
B lgr

o

§

|

pages, well written and not destitute of a | ped

:z:hu; The buik of this report relates to
organization of European armies, in the
cavalry arm especially, and doesinfinite cred-
to his industry, is well written, and must
prove valuable to the officers of the regular
army who read it.

Thursday 10th.—The movement of t1oops
continues, but I think there is no more than
could be accounted for by supposing the
General is shaking them into their places,
and feeling his way down the river; and,
with the exoeption of the cautious advances
towards the centre of the enemy’s position
at the other side of China Bridge by the
troops under Brig. Gen. Smith, no forward
step has been taken. Violent winds have
accelerated the work of Autuma, and! strip-
the trees, which yield their leaves most
readily before their time, but there are pines
enough to sereen to some ex‘ent,
and the liberal use of the baloon, which con-
tributes a good deal to the knowledge of the
Federalists respecting the numbers of the
enemy, does not prove equally satisfactory
as to the ground they oceupy. There is
considerable uncasiness or vigilence mani-
fested in referance to the north or left bank
of the Potomae, and patrols and detached
parties of the Federalists appear from time
to time in the eountry below Port Tobaeco,
and in conjunetion with the night watches
on the river must render intercourse be-
tween the Confederates and their friends in
Maryland rather hazardous.

Very exciting times for the people who
like adventure! Nota night but a chase,
and eseape, a ruse, pass on the broad waters
on the river, and the canvass-backed ducks,
which are just now due, will no doubt be
surprised atsuch unusual aetivity in their
haunts. Romasiees, little and big, working
themselves out ; large and small novels are
ready for us down among the wood-embos-
omed roads, the sedgy ereeks, the lonely eot-
tages in Virginia and Maryland every day,
;:3 slouched hats, folded roquelaures, muf-

ears, jingling spurs, ing sword,
sudden pistol shot, and all the business of
effective melo-draina, are here in grim earn-
est. Solitary horsemen, and groups of the
same, female forms and gleaming
es and, lovely sunsets, moonlit nights,
1 flashing of steel, mysterious cutters and
schooners gliding about in storm or in
calm, with snow-white sails and revenous
black teeth—all these are in life and terrible
serious, But how can any one deal with
the names? Whois to be pathetic on “ Big
Muddy ?” Can one be tender even on “ Tur-
tle Creek 7’ “ Punch Bowl Point” refuses
to become romantic without a devil, before,
and with a point after it. On *‘ Posey’s
Bluffs” no flewer of faney will bloom, and
Dumas himself could mnot “locate” a tale
at “ Persimmon Roek” or “ Port Tobaeco.”
But there are strange and stiring scenes
a.b(Lut them p:;c“dthles N i

adies with wire and chlo-
rate of ; ammm; love or seces-
sion proclivities, and bolted cut of shape by
treasonable dence, who have lost
all their figures by communication with the
rebels, are cavght, or hunted, or frightened
every week ; and every now and then comes
up a United States eruiser to the navy yard
‘below us, with a prize of three confederates
and 3 cask of whiskey, taken in a row-boat,
or with mewsof a brush down the river
which never sweeps anything away. What
a winter there is before the dwellers in these
lands! But gloomy as it may be for the
North, the pros for the agricultural peo-
ple of the South is far worse. There is the
constant fear of arson and murder, conspi-
racy, uprisings and insurrections, which

the aged and infirm, who will be the sole
dwellers in lone eou houses in
at woods, and in distant farm

., There is the want of warm
clothing. Even in the North there
is 8 scarcity of blankets, and the sanitary
eommissioners are ing to the charitable
for contributions. There will also be the
deprivation of luxuries, almost ‘necessaries,
such as tea and coffee ; fresh provisions will
not be generally proeurable—in fact the en-
umeration of the miscries of the eivil war
would exhaust the fire and touch the heart

son, M. P,, whose arri-

eported in the southern
papers is stated on the same authority to be
the bearer of letters and hes from
Mr. Dudley Mann, the Commissioner of the
Southern Confederation, to Mr. Jefferson
Davis. This statement is searcely eredit-
able for such an set, would seriously com-

i

i

E.i £t
i

E
2

i
E

!s%%

B
¥

5ed | that e had a servant w

How little did the young officer | opened
his eountry so near’st hand when he wrote his | i

habit, and ¢
and improvement of militia and volunteer

must come with the long winter nights to |i

ance at Bowling Ge
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for him, and fallen into the
ral . ‘The whole

transacting business of
sequence to British sub
| for two months without

is experienced in the total
means of making remittan

MINE ACCIDENT IN FRANCE.

The Gasette du Midi publishes an aécount
of a terrifio accident, which on
Sunday afternoon, October 13, in a ooal
mine at Bessages, in the Gard. The mine
haviag been flooded by the late raia, a land-
slip took place, and more shan 300 workmen
were either smothered or drowned. The
D epined  sebitstion o o el of
1atel as ipti
the :{nmerou families- who are reduced to a2
state of indigence by the death of their hus-
bands and sons, Public rumor casts the
blame on engineers, but the fact is that s
waterspout burst, and csused a torrent,
which rushed into the mine with such vio-
lence and rapidity that even the overseers
had not time to save themselves. An ex-

plosion of gas took place at fthe same time,

by which a portion of the mine had been
b{ownup.

The telegraphic despatches from Montpe-
lier state that every effortis being made to
rescue the workmen ; and that it is hoped
by the evening of the 14th communication
would be established with some of the still
living sufferers. But more detailed ac-
counts from the scene of the catastrophe,
given in the du Midi, are much
less hopeful than the semi-official despatohes.
Though every means of rescuing the victims
has been taken, there is but little probabil-
ity of saving fthe lives of them who were
buried in the mine. The utmost that can
be doneis to bring the dead bodies to the
surface. The number of workmen missing
on the call of the roll, and considered as
killed is nearly 300.

Galignans of Thursday says:—The works
for the rescue of the unfortunate workmen,
ifalive are being carried on with unwearied

erance. The body of ome man has
been found near the surface, at the spot
where the water burst in. A sounding lead
was afterwards let down, which showed the
depth of water in the mine & be 182 me-
tres. At nine o’clock on the evening of the
12th, the workmen employed in excavating
a trench to get into one of the adits, thought
they heard a nois> of some one within, and
they continued their labor with increased
activity. By midnight they had advanced
six metres, but no farther soand was beard.
on the morning of the 14th, it was found
that some men, probably three in number,
were alive in a gallery twenty metres below
where the men were digging, and a pit was
immediately commenced in that direction;
but in consequence of the difficulties attend-
ing on the operation, the work would advaace
but slowly. In the night of the 14th, voices
of the imprisoned workmen could be dis-
tinetly heard, and on being called they re-
plied, “ There are four of us *here, and we
are all well.” At eleven o’ in the morn-
ing of the 15th there was stll about two
metres to be cut through before they could
be reached.

The city of Geneva, with its little strip of
territory projecting like a tongue into the
Freoch inion, is just mow attracting
some notice, as Napoleon is believed to en-
tertain designs upon it ale . Under
the administration of M, Fagy, the city has
great ly improved and extended itself, while
it is said to be liberated from a narrow and
restricted political system, Bat his oppon
;'r’:;b ed th;t these benefits have been

t t by an extreme democracy,
which has virtually surrendered the city to
“the roughs,” and that its indepe

the army, though not

diligently employed in preparations to
end. The encampments

fine condition. The roads in Virginia are
not improved, and the constant passing
heavy teams has cut them up so that in
many places they are almost impassible.)

The evening Post says the receipts of
ain at New York comtinve very heavy.
'our million four hundred thousdnd bushels

were received on T'

- | timate, denyi

rendered
unpleasant by the storm, are all again in a | roofed

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT OTTAWA.
"From the Montreal Transcript.

As to the fact we have stated of a certain
number of workmen being yed for oth-
er than, as alleged Ministerial
j the sheltering of the walls from in-
jury, there is no doubt but this, although
according to Ministerial j ists them-
selves, an unconstitutional act, is by no
mezns the most i of their con-
duct. It is the ion that
the Government have practised from the
commencement, when took a grant of
$900,000 from Parliament, allegiag that

&thwmldmﬁoetooou&utthe.

and subsequently, without con-

buildings, a .
® | sent of Parliament;altering the plans so as

to make the cost more than double the es-
when Parliament was in
session last spring, the insufficiency of the

- | original grant, when they had the increased

estimates before them ; ing more than
the money granted, and !
E-g-odli.lgmthnadndl the buil

of the grant. This is the position
Government, and it is i
can extricate themselves it.

To the Leader’s pretence, that the excess
of expenditure was caused by w
difficulty in laying the - foundation, the
answer is sufficient that it was the duty of
the government to ascertain, before the edi-
fice was contracted for, the precise character
of the foundation; a work of no difficulty
whatever, and the neglect of which precaun-
tion is sufficient to stamp the persons engag-
ed in it with the stigma of utter inefficiency.
This we have y pointed out, but we
find in our contemporary, Le Pays, some
important information relating to the build-
ings, gathered, we doubt not, from a well in-
formed sourcc, that places the government
in a still worse light than before, and we
:owoonvey the substance of it to our rea-

ers.

In answer to the Leader's assertion that
a considerable part of the momey, which
would almost have completed the building,
was expended in striving to obtain a solid
foundation, Le Pays tells a widely different
story : namely, that a contract was made
with Mr. Garth, of this city, for the heating
and ventilation of the building, at the cost
of $60,000, with a penalty of $20,000 if he
failed in accomplishing his contract. Mr.
Garth insisted on carte blanche being given
to him as to the means of executing his
plans, and it was yielded. Mr. Garth con-
structed a tunnel which cost $280,000, but
the penalty was still only $20,000—one
fourteenth instead of one third the amount
of the contract. This excavation, which it
is now pretended was dug to make the foun-
dation, was actually for the lighting and
heating pu . Thatsuch is the case is
abundantly proved by the fact that from
that very part which the Leader describes
as an insecure foundation,a large portion
of the stone required for the foundation is
furnished.

The construction of a tunnel, says La
Pays was represented to' the government by
one of their as of no use, but he
received orders to hold his tongue. It
would thus appear that a large sum has been
expended for purposes not contemplated in
the original contracts, and thoroughly use-
less. How will Mr. Galt explain his decla-
ration in the Legislative Assembly last ses-
sion, with these facts before him, that no
deviation had, in any respect, been made
from the original contracts ? . Le Pays ob-
serves that this declaration ison a par with
the one he made ing the Grand Trunk
Railway, that he had only made them a loan
of $120,000, when the evidence before the
House established that his advances ex-
ceeded four times that sum.

Le Pays proceeds to a few further devel-
opments’ ing these buildings, such as
the following :—Before the contracts were
signed it was discovered by one of the em-
ployes, and notified to the government, that
in the plan of the buildings no provision was
made for the Secretary’s and the Civil Ser-
vice's offices. He was answered that modi-
fications could be made as the building was
proceeded with. Now, we all know, that
the contract once signed, any modifications
are classed as extras, and lead to a greaten-
hancement of the cost of the building.—
“Thus,” says Le Pays, before the contracts
were signed, the way was prepared for those
extras which have already become so enor-
mm!i -

The facts are briefly as follows: “The
contracts for the construction of all the pub-
lic edifices were given out for $687,000, the
balance, $213,000, being deémed sufficient
to cover the expenses of their interior decora-
tions and furniture. Now, unto this time
the whole $900,000 have been expended,
and there remains undone:

* “1st. The central portion of the Legisla-
tive building, which is only erected to the

first story

“2nd. The Library, a large and very
costl hildmi :

“3td.’ The Governor’s residence, with its

Pdth. The completion and internal decora-
of the Legislative build-

tion of two wi :

ing, of which y one is, we believe, as yet,

in:

5th. The completion of the towers, as

yet only partially erected : y

“Tth. Offices and Chambers to be provid-
the and Civil Service.”
000 of the ap iation had been

on the foundations only, before
the Prince of Wales laid the first stone : our

readers may easily judge how i uate a
sum the re’-nmng“('o,ooom the
ml:«-eﬂhenhddm& It would pro-
y be anything rather an exaggera-
tion to place the entire cost of the buildings,
when and furnished, at as many
as the original estimRte was made for
Verily, the work of explanation,
which devolves on the Ministry, is anything
rather than an easy task.

l

LOSS OF THE NORTH BRITON.

Another of the. Canadian Steamers has
fallen a victim to the Nemeésis which attends
them. A brief telegraphic despatch from
Father Point announces that an “inward
bound schooner had picked up a boat of the
ill fated ship containing seventeen of the
crew and one

So far, apart

and the damage to the enterprise, and to
the Province which has subsidised it is liber-
sﬂytomhlitt:rrp@e,&e matter has a
very bad look, and bas created much publio
excitement, and dissatisfaction.”

For the present we shall add no farther
comment, except to call attention to the
following letter which appeared in the Que-
bec Chronicle immediately after the North
Briton proceeded on her voyage :— :
(To the Editor of the Morming Chronidle.)

Dzar Sir,—On Saturday morning last,
when standing at the whrf:h witness the
departure of the ocean steamer NorthBriton
for Liverpool,when turniag out in the stream

quiring, it was ascertained she was drawing
no less than 21 feet 6 inches - oa:a:.,dud
apparently somewhat low at
that. Fx{mthe stateofthe’wutber-'noe
she left, should she experience any difficul-
ty while in the Gulf, what may be expected
when she reaches the open sea should this
heavy northerly wind prevail ?

Now, sir, this is a matter of the utmost
importance, however much credit is due to
the owners of this line for their q;::;on-
terprize, that some check should on
them to prevent them overloading, thereby
endangering the numerous valuable lives of
80 many passengers, officers and crew, at
the same time risking the loss of Her Ma-
jesty’s mails, for which they are receiving
such a handsome subsidy from the Canadian
Government.

It is only a few months ago since we had
to relate the sad intelli of the loss of
the Canadian, with some 35 vdumim;
and general opinion was strong on un-
fortng::te oocsi:n that she, too, was much
too heavily laden with grain. Surely, then,
the proprietors of this line should be content
with a proper and safe amount of cargo, and
endeavour to establish a character of safety
for the numerous passengers who are most
desirous to patronize their own line of boats.

Trusting these few remarks may have a
beneficial effect,

I am, dear sir,
Truly yours,

: Facrs.
Quebec, Nov. 4th, 1861.

LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP “NORTH
: BRITON.”
Quebec, Nov. 11.

The following message was received here
yesterdayﬁn:anbc Point to Allans. Ras
& Co.:—

“On the 7th Nov. picked up Steamship
“North Briton’s” boat, No. 2, with 17 of
the crew and 1 passenger, ashore on Mingan

dS;gned. C Awu

“Si 3 JAPT. AND,

: “Brig ‘J. G. Deshler.’ ”
The brig “J. G. Deshler” is an inward

bound vessel that passed Father Point at 11

yesterday forenoon ; she was far out, and

having signalled for a pilot, the Captain sent

the foregoing message ashore with the boat-

men. Strong easte:ly wind with t

flurries of snow jprevailed at Father Point

yesterday. :

We learn that the boat No. 2, mentioned
in the telegram, was capable of carrying 70
persons safely in aimost any sea, and it is
quite a mystery how she should be picked
up with only 18 persons on board, 17 of
whom were sailors, without, so far as it ap-
pears, any officer. All Canada will be in
suspense about this wreck, and ially
concerning the fate of Sir Allan McNabb
and Mr. Vankoughnet, Chief Coramissioner
of Crown Lands.

The following is the ist of the
steamship “North Briton,” Grange,
which sailed for Liw on inst:

CaBIN PasseNgERs.—From Quebec—
Hon. P. M. Vankoughnet and lady, Major
Ficlding, 90th Rifles, and lady, Felix Mor-
gan, lady and child, Felix Briard, Ral
Jones, M. Cone, John P. Strickland, A. W.
Duncan, Fredk. Clark, W. H. Carvin.—
From Montreal—Dr. Woods, Thos. Dawson,
Mr. Robinson. From Ki pt.
Bayley. From Toronto—E. J.Smith, C.
Jarvis, 87th Regt., Mr. Price, Miss E, do,
Miss Allan, Captain Lamerte and lady, P.
Pelbam, John Smith. - From Hamilton—
Sir A. McNab and lady, and man servant,

Omitted

passengers. in
list of cabin passengers, Mr. W. Idler, from
Montreal.

StEERAGE PassEngErs.—Miss Steele, | .

Alex. Walkin, Adam Currie, Wm. Day, J.
Kerr. C. Routledge, J. Duff, J. D. Sloane,
Thos McNab, Margaret Hogg and child, H.
James, W. Crawford, R. 3, G.

FEERE

Frsct

frontbelo- of the steamer | i

WRECKS IN THE LOWER ST.
LAWRENCE.

vessels were reported at Gaspe, as
being ashore at Anticosti, and the ship Au-
rora was said to have gone to picces on the
Labrador coast.

The Arabian picked up three seamen of
the ship Ancient Mariver, Capt. Johnson,
from Montreal, for London, with a cargo
of wheat and flour, which was the ship that
foundered on the night of Thursday, 24th
of Oct. off Fox River. The Capt. and 14
men of the Ancient Mariner were drowned.
The second officer of the Ancient Mar-
iner, reports that on the afterncon of the
24th Qct., it blew a strong westerly gale.—
At 2 p. m. wore ship with her head to the
southward. To prevent her dnnlzgo:shore,
Eotbctm.d,'henshebegtnto heav

ily, lurching her port side into the sea to
the hatchways, breaking the water casks
from their lashings and carrying them over-
board. The pumps were kept constantly
going with dlmns: from 8 p. m. on the
day previous, but the water had been gain-
ing on them, owing to the pumps being
choked with grain.

Thalhig“mldnotgooﬁ' the wind and
making a heavy lurch to port, the sea carri-
ed away the pi and the davits. The
life boat was launched but being immediately
swamped, some of the men with great diffi-
culty got into her and bailed her out. At
this time the in and officers held coun-
cil and the second officer recommended the
cutting away of the mizen mast to ease the
ship and get her off before the wind. This
was overruled ; there was then five foet of
water in the hold and the sea making a com-
plete break over her.
~ The pumps were still kept cénstantly go-
ing, and the ship was lying over on the port
side buried up to the hatches.

At9 p. m. the ship to be settl-
ing and at 10 all hands the pumps, and
came to the poop telling the master that the
ship was going down. A heavy sea now
struck her and threw her on her broadsidi
immediately after which she righted an
went down headforemost. The men tried
to save themselves by clinging to the spars,
and some by rushiug to the life boat which
was being towed astern with one man iu her
who was keeping her free by bailing. Two
sucoeeded in reaching the boat and had on-
ly time to let go the painter to prevent the
iip drawing her down.

A sea struck the boat and carried her to
separating her from the men about
where the vessel had gone dcwn.—
men tried to keep her head to
d reach the on which they
some of

ull the boat round.

ing very violent with a heavy

t all traces of the wreck.—

ing now from the north, it
intensely cold, and after being at
waves all night, with one
itten, they at daybreak of
the boat before the wind,
Roiser, 20 miles distant
at 4 p. m. in‘an exhaust-
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The three men saved are John Smith,
James Courtney, and Thomas Merrimake,
chief mate. :

The man frost-bitten, John Smith, be-
ing to St, Johns, Nfid., has been sent
e Morine H b'ul, gty hef
the Marine Hospital, an e other t
men were sent to a comfortable boarding-
il s b e Coota’s s,

ied with ing by the r's O
Qsz. Shlmof Mountain Hill. :
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Book is printed om
It is the only pa-
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survivors, but .




