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low. At Port Mingan the passengers are 
housed in a storehouse, having a fow blan- 
kets which were, got from the wreck to sleep 
upon. The store rooms were all under water 
which caused a scarcity of provisions; the 
lower cabin was all broken up, and most of 
the luggage lost; only a few mail bags saved, 
and those completely saturated. The ship 
is a total wreck. One boat, with seven 
hands, is wot heard from since she left the 
ship. When the schooner left with the 
third officer for this point, the other schoon- 
ers were cruising off the west end of Anti- 
costi to intercept the Anglo Saxon.

WRECKS IN THE LOWER ST. 
LAWRENCE.

(From the Quebec Mercury, Nov. 9.)
The steamer Arabian, from Shediac, ar- 

rived in Quebec this day at noon, after con- 
siderable detention by heavy weather, and 
our reporter has obtained the following par- 
ticulars of recent disasters to shipping, in 
addition to what was mentioned in our last : 
—The Arabian brings 20 cabin and 18 steer, 
age passengers.

She experienced very heavy weather on 
her downward and upward trips.

Two ships were ashore at Richibucto; 
one schooner at Shippegan; three schooners 
in Bay Chaleur ; three schooners in Mal- 
bay: three schooners in Griffin Bay.

Two vessels were reported at Gaspe, as 
being ashore at Anticosti, and the ship Au- 
rora was said to have gone to pieces on the 
Labrador coast.

The Arabian picked up three seamen of 
the ship Ancient Mariner, Capt. Johnson, 
from Montreal, for London, with a cargo 
of wheat and flour, which was the ship that 
foundered on the night of Thursday, 24th 
of Oct. off Fox River. The Capt. and 14 
men of the Ancient Mariner were drowned.

The second officer of the Ancient Mar-

LOSS OF THE NORTH BRITON.
Another of the. Canadian Steamers has 

fallen a victim to the Nemesis which attends 
them. A brief telegraphic despatch from 
Father Point announces that an inward 
bound schooner had picked up a boat of the 
ill-fated ship containing seventeen of the 
crew and one passenger.

So far, apart from the loss of the steamer 
and the damage to the enterprise, and to 
the Province, which has subsidised it is liber- 
ally to such little purpose, the matter has a 
very bad look, and has created much public 
excitement, and dissatisfaction.

For the present we shall add no further 
comment, except to call attention to the 
following letter which appeared in the Que- 
bec Chronicle immediately after the North 
Briton proceeded on her voyage:-
(To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle.)

DEAR SIR,—On Saturday morning last, 
when standing at the wharf to witness the 

for Liverpool, when turning out in the stream 
I was most forcibly, struck with her great 
depth in the water, and while indulging in 
the thought several other parties, more com- 
petent to judge then myself, remarked, in 
my hearing, “how deep she is!" A well- 
known old tar said, “Yes, sir, she will have 
a wet jacket before she reaches the Straits 
of Belle-isle with this wind on." On en- 
quiring, it was ascertained she was drawing 
no less than 21 feet 6 inches of water, and 
apparently somewhat low by the head at 
that. From the state of the weather since 
she left, should she experience any difficul-

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT OTTAWA. 
From the Montreal Transcript.

As to the fact we have stated of a certain 
number of workmen being employed for oth- 
er purposes than, as alleged by Ministerial 
journals, the sheltering of the walls from in- 
jury, there is no doubt but this, although 
according to Ministerial journalists them- 
selves, an unconstitutional act, is by no 
means the most improper part of their con- 
duct. It is the systematic deception that 
the Government have practised from the 
commencement, when they took a grant of 
$900,000 from Parliament, alleging that 
that sum would suffice to construct the 
buildings, and subsequently, without con- 
sent of Parliament, altering the plans so as 
to make the cost more than double the es 
timate, denying, when Parliament was in 
session last spring, the insufficiency of the 
original grant, when they had the increased 
estimates before them; expending more than 
the money granted, and then stopping, leav- 
ing nothing more than a shell of the build- 
ing, a portion of the hare walls, as the fruits, 
of the grant. This is the position of the 
Government, and it is impossible that they 
can extricate themselves from it.

To the Leader’s pretence, that the excess 
of expenditure was caused by unexpected 
difficulty in laying the foundation, the 
answer is sufficient that it was the duty of 
the government to ascertain, before the edi- 
fice was contracted for, the precise character 
of the foundation; a work of no difficulty 
whatever, and the neglect of which precau- 
tion is sufficient to stamp the persons engag- 
ed in it with the stigma of utter inefficiency. 
This we have already pointed out, but we 
find in our contemporary, Le Pays, some 
important information relating to the build- 
ings, gathered, we doubt not, from a well in- 
formed source, that places the government 
in a still worse light than before, and we 
now convey the substance of it to our rea- 
ders.

In answer to the Leader’s assertion that 
a considerable part of the money, which 
would almost have completed the building, 
was expended in striving to obtain a solid 
foundation. Le Pays tells a widely different 
story : namely, that a contract was made 
with Mr. Garth, of this city, for the heating 
and ventilation of the building, at the cost 
of $60,000, with a penalty of $20,000 if he 
failed in accomplishing his contract. Mr. 
Garth insisted on carte blanche being given 
to him as to the means of executing his 
plans, and it was yielded. Mr. Garth con- 
structed a tunnel which cost $280,000, but 
the penalty was still only $20,000—one 
fourteenth instead of one third the amount 
of the contract. This excavation, which it 
is now pretended was dug to make the foun- 
dation, was actually for the lighting and 
heating purposes. That such is the case is 
abundantly proved by the fact that from 
that very part which the Leader describes 
as an insecure foundation, a large portion 
of the stone required for the foundation is 
furnished.

The construction of a tunnel, says La 
Pays was represented to the government by 
one of their employees as of no use, but he 
received orders to hold his tongue. It 
would thus appear that a large sum has been 
expended for purposes not contemplated in 
the original contracts, and thoroughly use- 
less. How will Mr. Galt explain his decla- 
ration in the Legislative Assembly last ses- 
sion, with these facts before him, that no 
deviation had, in any respect, been made 
from the original contracts? Le Pays ob- 
serves that this declaration is on a par with 
the one he made respecting the Grand Trunk 
Railway, that he had only made them a loan 
of $120,000, when the evidence before the 
House established that his advances ex- 
ceeded four times that sum.

Le Pays proceeds to a few further devel- 
opments respecting these buildings, such as 
the following:—Before the contracts were 
signed it was discovered by one of the em- 
ployes, and notified to the government, that 
in the plan of the buildings no provision was 
made for the Secretary’s and the Civil Ser- 
vice’s offices. He was answered that modi- 
fications could be made as the building was 
proceeded with. Now, we all know, that 
the contract once signed, any modifications 
are classed as extras, and lead to a great en- 
hancement of the cost of the building.— 
“Thus,” says Le Pays, before the contracts 
were signed, the way was prepared for those 
extras which have already become so enor- 
mous.”

The facts are briefly as follows: "The 
contracts for the construction of all the pub- 
lic edifices were given out for $687,000, the 
balance, $213,000, being deemed sufficient 
to cover the expenses of their interior decora- 
tions and furniture. Now, unto this time 
the whole $900,000 have been expended, 
and there remains undone :

“1st. The central portion of the Legisla- 
tive building, which is only erected to the 
first story

“2nd. The Library, a large and very 
costly building :

“3rd. The Governor’s residence, with its 
appurtenances : ... ,

“4th. The completion and internal decora- 
tion of two wings of the Legislative build- 
ing, of which only one is, we believe, as yet, 
roofed in :

5th. The completion of the towers, as 
yet only partially erected :

“7th. Offices and Chambers to be provid- 
ed for the Secretary and Civil Service.”

$500,000 of the appropriation had been 
expended on the foundations only, before 
the Prince of Wales laid the first stone : our 
readers may easily judge how inadequate a 
sum the remaining $400,000 towards the 
completion of these buildings. It would pro- 
bably be anything rather than an exaggera- 
tion to place the entire cost of the buildings, 
when completed and furnished, at as many 
pounds as the original estimate was made for 
dollars. Verily, the work of explanation, 
which devolves on the Ministry, is anything 
rather than an easy task.

BALAAM’S Ass.—Bishop Burnet, who 
stammered, directed his chaplain to examine 
a young man. The first question was, 
“Why did Balaam’s ass speak?” "Because 
bTcleitlishis.

that he had a errant whore lent behind 
him to bring in despatches, and that a com- 
munication announcing the appearance of 
the Federal fleet off New Orbans, intended 
for him, and fallen into the 
ral Anderson. The whole

fire. We had a joint occupation with the anco at Bowling Gleeen, 
French, just as the Sardinians were joined 
with us at one time in shares with Bala-

short ranges. Horizontal fire, range 1,784 
yards, gave four ricochets; mean volocity, 
747 feet per second ; the greatest recoil, 90 
inches. There are numerous experiments 
with the gun and its effects, and the con- 
clusion seems to be that no construction 
on the water could stand the impact of such 
masses of iron, and that thick shells (one 
third of diameter) would be more effective 
against masonry or iron clad ships than 
solid shot; for Capt, Rodman disbelieves 
that a perfectly solid sphere of east iron of 
seven inches in diameter, and of proper 
hardness, has ever been made. As soon as 
Capt. Dahlgreen has any leasure he intends 
to try some of his heavy guns against the 
strongest descriptions of iron plates on see- 
tions of shipping and he is quite confident 
the large shells, fired at low velocities will 
destroy them. In the qualities of iron the 
Americans say our standard is much lower 
than theirs, and Capt. Dallgreen informed 
ine that he was surprised to find we were 
content with iron in our guns of such infer- 

October 7. —Having nothing more exeit- 
ing to do the other day , I sat down to look 
over the reports of Gen. McClellan, Major 
Mordecai and Col. Delafield, who were sent 
as a military commission to Europe, by Mr. 
Jefferson Davis, at the close of the Crimean 
war. Perhaps the American people do not 
know their commission was treated with 
neglect, if not with something worse, by the 
French authorities, and were not even per- 
mitted to see Marshal Pellissier; while the 
English gave them quarters in the camp of 
the Fourth Division, near Cathearts Hill, 
rations and passes, and horses, and detached 
a staff officer to wait upon them, and gave 
them passages in their steamers whenever 
and wherever they required them. Gen. 
(then Capt.) McClellan report on the 
Crimea is contained in twenty four quarto 
pages, well written and not destitute of a 
modest self confidence. He declares that 
his object in pointing out errors is to pre- 
vent similar mistakes on the part of the Am- 
erican officers, and observing "that it may 
seem absurd to compare small affairs with 
great,” plunges into affairs by remarking 
that the American army completed the in- 
vestment of the Vera Cruz on the second, 
while the Allies required nearly seven days 
to land and march about fifteen miles to the 
Alms. It is scarcely possible to avoid com- 
parisons in such matters, though they are 
introduced by deprecatory remarks. Vers 
Cruz is on the sea ; and the Mexicans had 
no fleet. Balaklava is nearly nine miles 
from Sebastopol ; Kamiesh is between four 
and five. In effect, our landing at Old 
Fort which commenced on the 14th, was 
interrupted by high surf and wind on the 
16th; an army of 65,009 English, French, 
and Turks, with ninety two pieces of ar- 
tillery and about 1,100 cavalry were ready 
to march on the 18th, fought at Alma on 
the 20th, gave two days to the interment 
of the dead and embarkation of the wound- 
ed, and after a most hazardous march, gain- 
ing new bases of operation, opened fire 
from their batteries on the 17th of October, 
having invested the place on the 27th of 
September. It is indeed absurd to compare 
small things with great. But Gen. Me- 
Clellan—who never saw the Alma, be it 
observed—goes on to say the position was 
not really strong, nor was it at all improved 
artificially, astounds one by declaring the 
allies were nearly double the number of the 
Russians, " according to both accounts,” 
Menchikoff admitted 36,000 men. Anits- 
chief says the Russians had 42 battations.

klava. It was not Niel, but Burgoyne, who 
first indicated the importance of the Mala- 
koff, and perhaps it would be as well to add 
that, on the 8th of September, the fall of 
the Redan would have determined the 
enemy to precipitate their retreat to the 
north side as effectually as the loss of the 
Malakoff, with the adition of causing them 
very great loss, and a possible surrender of 
masses of men, from the Redan over the 
Bridge, which could not be touched by the 
Malakoff. How little did the young officer 
dream of his future destiny, the events in 
his country so near at hand when he wrote his 
Second Deduction from the Siege of Sebas- 
topol, that mere individual courage cannot 
suffice to overcome the forces, "&e,,” but 
that it must be rendered manageable by dis- 
cipline, and directed by that consummate and 
mechanical military skill which can only be 
acquired by a course of education institu- 
.hit, cola ziy Ltria he ortonn 

and improvement of militia and volunteer 
systems. The bulk of this report relates to 
the organization of European armies, in the 
cavalry arm especially, and does infinite cred- 
to his industry, is well written, and must 
prove valuable to the officers of the regular 
army who read it.

Thursday 10th.—The movement of troops 
continues, but I think there is no more than 
could be accounted for by supposing the 
General is shaking them into their places, 
and feeling his way down the river; and, 
with the exception of the cautious advances 
towards the centre of the enemy’s position 
at the other side of China Bridge by the 
troops under Brig. Glen. Smith, no forward 
step has been taken. Violent winds have 
accelerated the work of Autumn, and, strip- 
ped the trees, which yield their leaves most 
readily before their time, but there are pines 
enough to screen positions to some extent, 
and the liberal use of the baloon, which con- 
tributes a good deal to the knowledge of the 
Federalists respecting the numbers of the 
enemy, does not prove equally satisfactory 
as to the ground they occupy. There is 
considerable uneasiness or vigilence mani- 
fested in referance to the north or left bank 
of the Potomac, and patrols and detached 
parties of the Federalists appear from time 
to time in the country below Port Tobacco, 
and in conjunction with the night watches 
on the river must render intercourse be- 
tween the Confederates and their friends in 
Maryland rather hazardous.

Very exciting times for the people who 
like adventure ! Not a night but a chase, 
and escape, a ruse, pass on the broad waters 
on the river, and the canvass-backed ducks, 
which are just now due, will no doubt be 
surprised at such unusual activity in their 
haunts. Romanices, little and big, working 
themselves out ; large and small novels are 
ready for us down among the woodembos- 
omed roads, the sedgy creeks, the lonely cot- 
tages in Virginia and Maryland every day, 
and slouched hats, folded roquelaures, muf- 
fled ears, jingling spurs, clanking sword, 
sudden pistol shot, and all the business of 
effective melo-drama, are here in grim earn- 
est. Solitary horsemen, and groups of the 
same, shrouded female forms and gleaming 
eyes and, lovely sunsets, moonlit nights, 
the flashing of steel, mysterious cutters and 
schooners gliding about in storm or in 
calm, with snow-white sails and revenous 
black teeth—all these are in life and terrible 
serious. But how can any one deal with 
the names? Who is to be pathetic on “ Big 
Muddy ?" Can one be tender even on 64 Tur- 
tle Creek?" "Punch Bowl Point" refuses 
to become romantic without a devil, before, 
and with a point after it. On " Posey’s 
Bluffs” no flower of fancy will bloom, and 
Dumas himself could not “locate” a tale 
at " Persimmon Rock” or " Port Tobacco.” 
But there are strange and stiring scenes 
about them nathless.

Ladies padded with copper wire and chlo- 
rate of potass, animated by love or seces- 
sion proclivities, and bolted out of shape by 
treasonable correspondence, who have lost 
all their figures by communication with the 
rebels, are caught, or hunted, or frightened 
every week ; and every now and then comes 
up a United States cruiser to the navy yard 
below us, with a prize of three confederates 
and a cask of whiskey, taken in a row-boat, 
or with news of a brush down the river 
which never sweeps anything away. What 
a winter there is before the dwellers in these 
lands ! But gloomy as it may be for the 
North, the prospect for the agricultural peo- 
ple of the South is far worse. There is the 
constant fear of arson and murder, conspi- 
racy, uprisings and insurrections, which 
must come with the long winter nights to

nds of Gene- 
the elaborate 
has arrived 
no means of 
greatest con- 
nd has been

story is a fiction. Mr. M 
here in person, because he 
transacting business of t 
sequence to British subject, 
for two months without official intercourse 
with his Minister, and it is highly desirable 
that a regular communication should be 
opened for the sake of Iritish interests 
with the representatives of 9 Government 
in the blockaded ports. Vans inconvenience 
is experienced in the total cessation of all 
means of making remittances, such as prem- 
iums on insurances, policies, and the like. 
The question is, however, full of difficulty. 
The United States Government naturally 
watch any communication wanthe seceded 
States very closely and jealously, and it is 
not to be expected that wartan be carried
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MINE ACCIDENT IN FRANCE.
The Gazette du Midi publishes an account 

of a terrific accident, which occurred on 
Sunday afternoon, October 13, in a coal 
mine at Bessages, in the Gard. The mine 
having been flooded by the late raia, a land- 
slip took place, and more than 300 workmen 
were either smothered or drowned. The 
prefect of the Gard, M. Dulimbert, immed- 
lately opened a subscription for the relief of 
the numerous families who are reduced to a 
state of indigence by the death of their hus- 
bands and sons. Public rumor casts the 
blame on engineers, but the fact is that a 
waterspout burst, and caused a torrent, 
which rushed into the mine with such vio- 
lence and rapidity that even the overseers 
had not time to save themselves. An ex- 
plosion of gas took place at the same time, 
by which a portion of the mine had been 
blown up.

The telegraphic despatches from Montpe- 
lier state that every effort is being made to 
rescue the workmen ; and that it is hoped 
by the evening of the 14th communication 
would be established with some of the still 
living sufferers. But more detailed ac- 
counts from the scene of the catastrophe, 
given in the Messenger du Midi, are much 
less hopeful than the semi-official despatches. 
Though every means of rescuing the victims 
has been taken, there is but little probabil- 
ity of saving the lives of them who were 
buried in the mine. The utmost that can 
be done is to bring the dead bodies to the 
surface. The number of workmen missing 
on the call of the roll, and considered as 
killed is nearly 300.

Galignani of Thursday says :—The works 
for the rescue of the unfortunate workmen, 
if alive are being carried on with unwearied 
preseverance. The body of one man has 
been found near the surface, at the spot 
where the water burst in. A sounding lead 
was afterwards let down, which showed the 
depth of water in the mine to be 182 me- 
tres. At nine o’clock on the evening of the 
12th, the workmen employed in excavating 
a trench to get into one of the adits, thought 
they heard a noise of some one within, and 
they continued their labor with increased 
activity. By midnight they had advanced 
six metres, but no further sound was heard, 
on the morning of the 14th, it was found 
that some men, probably three in number, 
were alive in a gallery twenty metres below 
where the men were digging, and a pit was 
immediately commenced in that direction, 
but in consequence of the difficulties attend- 
ing on the operation, the work would advance 
but slowly. In the night of the 14th, voices 
of the imprisoned workmen could be dis- 
tinetly heard, and on being called they re- 
plied, " There are four of us there, and we 
are all well.” At eleven o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the 15th there was still about two 
metres to be cut through before they could 
be reached.

DR, RUSSEL’S LETTERS ON THE 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

Washington, Oet. 10.
1 append some matter from my diary 

since the date of my last letter.
Oct. 8. —A review of cavalry and artilery 

going on. I cannot go—it is mail day— 
but I see the troops pass my window ; some 
few squadrons of cavalry, and batteries of 
artillery. Besides I have two honorary 
aides, who go out and tell me all about the 
affair—One is an ex-officer of Austrian 
dragoons and an ex-Crimea eavalrv man, the 
other is an infantry officer, both English- 
men. They report artillery fair—horses 
rather ‘light, batteries rather a mixture, 
longs and shorts, rifled and smooth boues, 
carriages heavy, harness not well kept or 
clean, but strong and serviceable too, but 
not " well set up,’’ head dress condemned. 
Report on cavalry not so favorable. Men 
don’t ride, no seats, no sitting up—nothing 
clean, horses rather mixed, saddlery and 
equipment, including swords, scabbards, 
spurs, bits and metal work, generally very 
dirty. As to bone and sinew the men are 
as good as can be; the impression is they 
could not be relied on to stand or make a 
charge in their present condition, and that 
they would do more harm than good if any 
attempt were made to handle them in the 
field. The Federalists seem to have increas- 
ed their artillery force very much since their 
last advance when they had only 49 pieces 
in the field. They have more than three 
times as many guns, well horsed, and an 
enormous increasement is still spoken of. 
With their foundaries, iron works, and re- 
sources in skilled labor, there is no reason 
why they should not be able to fight their 
battles with artillery principally, and make a 
Solferino or Goojerat of the affair. The 
Naval Department is ordering guns by the 
hundred tons. It is a pity we cannot sell 
them the American monster guns which we 
bought during the Crimea war, by the pound 
and which are lying in the mud at Wool- 
wich.

The Americans have made some feeble ex- 
periments long ago on targets of sheet iron 
bolted together and screwed on wooden 
backs, arrived at the conclusion that they 
had exhausted the question of iron east 
ships, and looked with indifference at the

ty while in the Gulf, what may be expected 
when she reaches the open sea should this 
heavy northerly wind prevail?

Now, sir, this is a matter of the utmost 
importance, however much credit is due to 
the owners of this line for their spirited en- 
terprize, that some check should be kept on 
them to prevent them overloading, thereby 
endangering the numerous valuable lives of 
so many passengers, officers and crew, at 
the same time risking the loss of Her Ma-

iner, reports that on the afternoon of the 
24th Oct., it blew a strong westerly gale.— 
At 2 p. m. wore ship with her head to the 
southward. To prevent her driving ashore, 

jesty’s mails, for which they are receiving got her round, when she began to labor hoav 
114 46-0 a: ily, lurching her port side into the see to 

the hatchways, breaking the water casks 
from their lashings and carrying them over-

such a handsome subsidy from the Canadian
Government.

It is only a few months ago since we had 
to relate the sad intelligence of the loss of 
the Canadian, with some 35 valuable lives;

board. The pumps were kept constantly 
going with all hands from 8 p. m. on the 
day previous, but the water had been gain- 
ing on them, owing to the pumps being 
choked with grain.

The ship would not go off the wind and 
making a heavy lurch to port, the sea carri- 
ed away the pinnance and the davits. The 
life boat was launched but being immediately 
swamped, some of the men with great diffi- 
culty got into her and bailed her out. At 
this time the captain and officers held coun- 
cil and the second officer recommended the 
cutting away of the mizen mast to ease the 
ship and get her off before the wind. This 
was overruled ; there was then five feet of 
water in the hold and the sea making a com- 
plete break over her.

The pumps were still kept constantly go- 
ing, and the ship was lying over on the port 
side buried up to the hatches.

At 9 p. m. the ship appeared to be settl- 
ing and at 10 all hands left the pumps, and 
came to the poop telling the master that the 
ship was going down. A heavy sea now 
struck her and threw her on her broadside, 
immediately after which she righted and 
went down headforemost. The men tried 
to save themselves by clinging to the spars, 
and some by rushing to the life boat which 
was being towed astern with one man iu her 
who was keeping her free by bailing. Two 
succeeded in reaching the boat and had on- 
ly time to let go the painter to prevent the 
ship drawing her down.

A sea struck the boat and carried her to 
leeward, separating her from the men about 
the place where the vessel had gone down.— 
The three men tried to keep her head to 
windward and reach the spars on which they 
hoped to find some of the survivors, but 
they could not pull the boat round.

The gale being very violent with a heavy 
sea, they soon lost all traces of the wreck.- 
The wind coming now from the north, it 
became intensely cold, and after being at 
the mercy of the waves all. night, with one 
of the hands frostbitten, they at daybreak of 
the 25th pulled the boat before the wind, 
and made for Cape Roiser, 20 miles distant 
which they reached at 4 p. m. in an exhaust- 
ed state. ....

The three men saved are John Smith, 
James Courtney, and Thomas Merrimake, 
chief mate. ...

The man frost-bitten, John Smith, be- 
longing to St. Johns, Nfld., has been sent 
by Mr. Dunscomb, Collector of Customs, to 
the Marine Hospital, and the other two 
men were sent to a comfortable boarding- 
house. All of them were also liberally sup- 
plied with clothing by the Collector’s orders, 
at P. Shea’s, foot of Mountain Hill.

and general opinion was strong on that un- 
fortunate occasion that she, too, was much 
too heavily laden with grain. Surely, then, 
the proprietors of this line should be content 
with a proper and safe amount of cargo, and 
endeavour to establish a character of safety 
for the numerous passengers who are most 
desirous to patronize their own line of boats.

Trusting these few remarks may have a 
beneficial effect,

I am, dear sir.
Truly yours, 

FACTS.
Quebec, Nov. 4th, 1861.

LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP “NORTH 
BRITON.”

Quebec, Nov. 11.
The following message was received here

& Co. : —
“On the 7th Nov. picked up Steamship 

“North Briton’s" boat. No. 2, with 17 of 
the crew and 1 passenger, ashore on Mingan 
Island.

“Signed, CAPT. AMMAND, 
“Brig ‘J. G. Deshler.’" 

The brig "J. G. Deshler" is an inward 
bound vessel that passed Father Point at 11 
yesterday forenoon ; she was far out, and 
having signalled for a pilot, the Captain sent 
the foregoing message ashore with the boat- 
men. Strong easterly wind with frequent 
flurries of snow prevailed at Father Point 
yesterday.

We learn that the boat No. 2, mentioned 
in the telegram, was capable of carrying 70 
persons safely in almost any sea, and it is 
quite a mystery how she should be picked 
up with only 18 persons on board, 17 of 
whom were sailors, without, so far as it ap- 
pears, any officer. All Canada will be in 
suspense about this wreck, and especially 
concerning the fate of Sir Allan McNabb 
and Mr. Vankoughnet, Chief Commissioner 
of Crown Lands.

The following is the passenger-list of the 
steamship “North Briton,” Capt Grange, 
which sailed for Liverpool on 2nd inst:

CABIN PASSENGERS.—From Quebec- 
Hon. P. M. Vankoughnet and lady. Major 
Fielding, 90th Rifles, and lady, Felix Mor- 
gan, lady and child, Felix Briard, Ralph 
Jones, M. Cone, John P. Strickland, A. W. 
Duncan, Fredk. Clark, W. H. Carvin.— 
From Montreal—Dr. Woods, Thos. Dawson, 
Mr. Robinson. From Kingston—Capt. 
Bayley. From Toronto—E. J. Smith, C. 
Jarvis, 87th Regt., Mr. Price, Miss E, do. 
Miss Allan, Captain Lamerte and lady, P. 
Pelham, John Smith. From Hamilton- 
Sir A. McNab and lady, and man servant, 
—and 98 steerage passengers. Omitted in 
list of cabin passengers, Mr. W. Idler, from 
Montreal..

STEERAGE PASSENGERS.—Miss Steele, 
Alex. Walkin, Adam Currie, Wm. Day, J. 
Kerr, C. Routledge, J. Duff, J. D. Sloane, 
Thos McNab, Margaret Hogg and child, H. 
James, W. Crawford, R. Hodgins, G. R. 
Fitzmaurice, Wm. Evans, and wife, Jas. 
King, Mrs. McKennor, Hugh McHarra, 
Wm. Broley, Wm. Hanna, John Cooke and 
son, Mrs Bettridge, Mrs Haywood, child 
and infant, David Kenstrick, Mary MoFar- 
lane, Henry Hallen, Wm. Dumuch, Mr. 
Westlake and wife, John Fox, Jos.- Dyson, 
and wife, Margaret Healey, Betscy Quinn, 
Edwin Reed, wife and 5 children, Wm. Car- 
bauld, George Carcey and son, Adam Miller, 
Wm. Jones, Elias Chapple, John Merriman, 
W. Gill, S. Geddes, Wm. Henderson, A. 
Henderson, H. Church, Wm. Calvert, M. 
McElroy, R. Paul, Fred Wyman, Jas. Rod- 
dick, W. Ducker, John Bruce, Patrick Carr, 
John Fennell, John Eton, Catherine Farley 
child and infant, Abraham, Motarians 
wife, 4 children and infant, John Shaddack, 
Henry Bill, Thos. Burrough, Catharine 00, 
w. Udy. Mrs. Chalmers, L. Madden. -

Her cargo from Montreal consisted in part of 18,310 bushels Wheat, 2,592 kegs Butter, 400 boron Cheese, and 340 barrels 

Ashes. Father Point, 6,30 p. -, 11th.
The third officer of the Noras Briton has 

arrived here i:22c 

2*on the 5th; it was then blowing 

.1 nd very thick. The ship continued 
miking very hard on the reef Tuesday night 
and all Wednesday, and was expected to 5° 
to pieces every minute. The boats, with 
anise, broke away from the wreck before 
loaded, and could not be brought back till 
after daylight on Tuesday morning, when 
all the passengers were taken off without 
accident, and transferred to two schooners 
which landed them at Port Mingan;B afew 
were landed at houses about nine miles be-

experiments of England and France to test 
the resisting powers of rolled iron slabs; 
that is the Government Departments did, 
but many naval officers were solicitous that 
further trials should be made, and that one 
gunboat or large vessel at least should be 
built on the improved principles of either 
French or English construction, or on plans 
of their own. It seems to be the opinion 
however, among the American naval officers 
that the increase in the size of ordnance 
always prove superior to any resisting pow- 
ers of iron, and, by a smashing blow of a 
large projectile at a slow velocity, they think 
they can break and crush in not so much 
the plates as the whole structure to which 
they belong. There is no more exhaustive 
work on the making of ordinance in the 
world than the "Reports on the Properties 
of Metal for Cannon, and the qualities for 
Cannon with the account of the Fabrication 
and Trial of a 15 inch gun by Capt. T. J, 
Rodman, of the Ordinance Department, 
U.S.A. By authority of the Secretary of 
War. Boston, Mass. C.H. Crosby, 1861,” 
—a quart of upwards of 300 pages, copi- 
ously illustrated and got up by the Govern- 
ment at enormous cost. In this work are 
explained the principles on which the Rod- 
man gun now at Fortress Monroe, was east 
but the details, though most interesting and 
important to professional and scientific men, 
are so technical as to irritate the news- 
paper reader by algebraical formula and 
seven columns of figures and decimaled bat- 
talions. One section relating to the trials 
of two 10 inch guns, one east solid and cool- 
ed from the exterior, the other east hollow 
and cooled from the interior is most valuable 
and goes far to justify Captain Rodman’s 
opinion in favor of the hollow east guns. 
Nor is anything of the kind with which I 
am acquainted equal in research and value 
to his experiments on cannon powder, and 
on the material for cannon powder, andon the 
material for cannon ; indeed the papers are 
a monument of scientific industry, patient 
investigation—every step marked by dis- 
grams and illustrations of the most finished 
character. The results of his labor may 
yet be undeveloped, but I recommend our 
engineers and artillery officers to study them. 
One result, however, is the Rodman gun. 
This piece of ordnance, once called the 
"Floyd" gun, from the unsuccessful strate- 
gist of the Southern army, who was seere- 
tary of War tempore Buchanan is 190 
inches long, has a maximum diameter of 
41-1, and weighs 40,099 pounds. The star 
guage does not show a variation of 1,000th 
of an inch in the whole length of bore of 
15 inches.

The firing was commenced with 25 pound 
charges of powder, 6 in diameter each grain 
and shell weighing 320 pounds and 340 
pounds, strapped to oak sabots of 11 pounds. 
The charges were increased by 5 pound in- 
crement of large grained powder up to 40 
pounds, and trials were also made with a 
peculiar powder called perforated cake up to 
50 pounds. At 28° 35 the perforated cake 
50 pound charge threw a 345 pound shell 
5,208 yards ; 40 pounds of coarse powder, 
with more than twice the maximum pressure 
of gas, threw a 330 pound shell at the same 
elevation, 5,088 yards; 35 pound st 6° ele- 
vation, threw s 328 pound shell 1,976 yards. 
The time of flight of the first was 26.43; 
of the second 26.37 ; of the third, 6-37. 
The gun was intended for direct fire at

16 squadrons, 11 sotnias of Cossacks, or 
about 1,000 irregular horses, 72 field pieces, 
and 24 horse artillery guns, which looks 
very like some 42,000 infantry and 2,600 
sabres We know that our forces consisted 
of 27,000 men, that the French had 24,000, 
and the Turks 7,000 ; but of these the 
Turks never fired a shot, and were not en- 
gaged at all. The Fourth (British) Div- 
ision was not present in the action, and 
the Third Division were but very slightly 
engaged, part not coming up till the battle 
was over. The General considers the bat- 
tle important only in establishing the morale 
of the Allies. Why it caused the siege to 
be possible at all by leading to the defeat of 
the covering army! Had the Allies been 
beaten, it would, surely, have proved for 
some consequence. Had Menschicoff never 
fought it, our operations against the place 
must have been still more uncertain; but 
our victory decided him to abandon Sebasto- 
pol and retire to Bakshi Sarai. The sub- 
sequent criticism, referring to the possibility 
of cutting off the Russians from Sebastopol, 
would not have been made if the General 
could have seen the ground or had been pre- 
senton September 20, 1854. "Drive them into 
the city and enter at their heels!" No 
forts, no citadel, no fleet there to interfere 
with that programme I " Cut them off from 
Simpheropol.” With the Woronzow road 
in their rear to lead to it, and in doing it 
to throw them back on their stronghold, 
Sebastopol, as well! So far from the bat- 
tle being determined by Bosquet’s turning 
the left (under the fire of the Allied ships,) 
the official account says that Menschicoff, 
pressed in front by the English, and on the 
left by the French, "donna alors l’ordre au 
Prince Gortsehakoff de ratirer le centre et 
l’aile droite de nos trupes, plus de deux 
verstes en arriere de la position qui avait 
et choisie, ou les suiverent aussitôt les 
troupes de l’aile gauche, qui avaient resiste 
au choc de toute la Quartrieme Division 
Francaise jusqu, au moment de la retraite 
generale.” When Gen. McClellan states 
the garrison consisted merely of Four bat- 
talions and the sailors of the fleet,” he did not 
know perhaps that the latter consisted of 
about 14,000 excellent soldiers and artil- 
lerists, the flower of the Russian army, as 
the seige proved. Of the incidents of the 
flank march, the criticism is unjust; the 
Scotts Greys were close up with the guns, 
which were not in front; only one horse 
troop was there, and instead of our coming 
one strong Russian column, we merely hit 
on the very rear of the baggage guard of one 
regiment. A plan for attacking the English 
at Mackenzie could not have been followed, 
as the only road for the attack would have 
led the enemy in a thin column between the 
French and the English, who were massed 
above and below it. In many other points 
the General was misinformed, but many of 
his observations, conceived though they may 
be in a spirit slightly mogneur, as far as the 
Allies, or rather the English, show consid- 
erable quickness and military knowledge. 
There were many things he could not have 
known without great trouble, and, perhaps, 
ought not to have been criticised, as, for in- 
stance, his alleging that the English ought 
to have taken Kasatch instead of Balaklava. 
What would have become of the south of the 
plateau on which we were eneamped ? As it 
was, Kasatch was in bad weather quite un- 
serviceable, and Kasatch was nearly under

The city of Geneva, with its little strip of 
territory projecting like a tongue into the 
French dominion, is just now attracting 
some notice, as Napoleon is believed to en- 
tertain designs upon it ala Savoy. Under 
the administration of M. Fazy, the city has 
great ly improved and extended itself, while 
it is said to be liberated from a narrow and 
restricted political system. But his oppon- 
Cents charged that these benefits have been 
brought about by an extreme democracy, 
which has virtually surrendered the city to 
“the roughs,” and that its independence 
is in a measure destroyed. The people 
in general are said to be strongly opposed to 
French annexation.the aged and infirm, 

dwellers in lone
who will be the sole 
country houses in 

in distant farmwoods, and The Washington correspondent of the 
Philadelphia Press writes, on the 5th, that 
the army trains are daily engaged in trans- 
porting shot and shell, heavy cannon and 
powder, to Virginia. Forty loads of shot 
and shell were carried over on Tuesday, and 
the army, though not fighting, are daily and 
diligently employed in preparations to that 
end. The encampments rendered somewhat 
unpleasant by the storm, are all again in a 
fine condition. The roads in Virginia are 
not improved, and the constant passing of 
heavy teams has cut them up so that in 
many places they are almost impassible.)

• The evening Post says the receipts of 
grain at New York continue very heavy. 
Four million four hundred thousand bushels 
were received on Tuesday, and on that day 
more was sold than ever before in a single 
day. The amount sold is stated at about 
six millions of bushels, and most of the 
purchases, it is said, were for English ac- 
count. One firm is said to have bought two 
million bushels to fill British orders.

gottes. The comet, whose sudden appearance in 
the northern heavens last summer startled 
the world, is still seen through a telescope 
in the constellation of Hercules. According 
to Prof. Tuttle’s calculations, it is now 
more than 247,000,000 of miles from the 
earth, while on the 28th of June it was only 
about a dozen millions of miles distant from 
us, and brandished its enormous tail quite 
close to our rolling sphere. Astronomers 
are of opinion that ages must elapse before 
it will again reappear in our skies.

The Norfolk Day Book is printed on 
brown wrapping paper. It is the only pa- 
per published in Norfolk, and says as bad 
as the paper is, it has not enough of it to 
print more than one-fourth of its edition on. It has hopes, however, of being able to get 
a supply of white paper in a few weeks.

The Buffalo Express says —"A Canadian 
named John Kerby, formerly a sheriff, who 
performed the brilliant exploit, about two years ago, of ‘cutting out’ a libelled Cana- 
Jian vessel in our harbor, and capturing one 
of the Erie County Deputies who was in nosnession on board, was arrested yesterday 
on the complaint of Capt. Henshaw of the 
Eagle Brigade, charged with stealing from 
Capt. H., on Tuesday night the sum of $60. 
He is in jail, waiting examination.”

It is proposed, by next season, to extend 
the telegraph to Cape Rozier, near the 
mouth of Gaspe Bay, to intercept the steam- 
ers twenty-four hours before they reach 
Father Point.

SemsrEas.—Some of our fair readors, 
perhaps, are ignorant of the origin of this 
term. Will they allow us to enlighten them? 
Among our industrious and frugal ancestors 
it was a maxim that a young woman should 
never be married until she had spun herself 
a set of body, table and bed linen. From 
this custom, all married women were termed 
spinsters, an appellation which they still re- thin in all law proceeding”.

There is the want of warm
clothing. Even in the North there 
is a scarcity of blankets, and the sanitary 
commissioners are appealing to the charitable 
for contributions. There will also be the 
deprivation of luxuries, almost necessaries, 
such as tea and coffee; fresh provisions will 
not be generally procurable—in fact the en- 
umeration of the miseries of the civil war 
would exhaust the fire and touch the heart 
of a prophet.

Sir James Ferguson, M. P., whose arri- 
val at Richmond is reported in the southern 
papers is stated on the same authority to be 
the bearer of letters and despatches from 
Mr. Dudley Mann, the Commissioner of the 
Southern Confederation, to Mr. Jefferson 
Davis. This statement is scarcely credit- 
able for such an act, would seriously com- 
promise the position of an English subject. 
Lord Adolphus Vane Tempest left Washing- 
ton some time ago with the object of work- 
ing round the Federal Lines and getting in- 
to the seceding States and among our few 
British visitors there is generally a consid- 
erable amount of interest and curiosity
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The army correspondent of the Missouri 
Democrat has observed among other things 
that all the children born in the vicinity of 
Pilot Knob recently are named Lyon and 
Beauregard, without regard to sex, the 
character of the nearest troops geneally de- 
termining the name.

Recent advices from Washington state 
that Judge Merrick has been deprived of 

according to his conscience as he was sworn 
to do!

A woman named Mrs. John Donelly, 
while laboring under temporary insanity 
drowned herself in the creek in rear of 
Brookville, on Friday morning last. She 
has left four children in a destitute state. 
Her husband is working about sixteen miles 
from Ogdensburg, and has been absent for

evinced in reference to the Southern Con- 
federation, and the condition of the Southern 
army. Lord Adolphus Vane Tempest re- 
turned in the Persia impressed with the 
idea that the South cannot be subjugated, 
and with a high opinion of Gen. Beauregard. 
There’ was a ridiculous report that his 
Lordship had applied for service in the 
Federal army, and we shall be told perhaps 
that Sir James Ferguson, who has been op- 
posed to the usual vulgar abuse, has taken 
service in the Southern army.

Mr. Mure, her Brittanic Majesty’s Con- 
sul, arrrived here last night in order to open 
communication on business with Lord 
Lyons after a difficult journey of 
twenty three days, owing to the state 
of the roads, interruption of trains, and des- 
tination at stations, arrising from military 
movements. There is not one single word 
of truth in the statement of a New York 
paper that Mr. Mure was under surveill-

Lamb visited LitchfieldWhen
cathedral, his guide informed him that three 
men once dined upon the top of the steeple. 
The must have been very sharp w" did

EVADING THE QUESTION.—“Shan’t I see 
you hum from singin skull to-night, Jermby? 
“No ; you shan’t du no sick thing. I don’t 
want you nor your company, Member, “P’raps you didn’t exactly understand what 
I said 2” “Yes, I did. You asked me if 
you might’nt see me hum.” “Why, no,I 
didn’t ; I only asked you Lown you morn 
was !”

some time.
Sir Henry Bulwer has made a present to 

the son of the Sultan of his Yacht.

D.
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