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A German ornithologist enumerates 23

Incorporation.

The Towns incorporation bill, which
practically embraces the provisions of
the Chatham incorporation bill as in-
troduced in the Legislature, passed its
second reading at Fredericton on
Monday afternoon, and progress was
reported in order that the section
relating to police Mugistrates might
be further considered. Chatham’s in.
corporation bill has, therefpre, been
made a short one, embracing sections
relating to boundaries, the ballot,
power to issue debentures, etc., and
adopting by. reference, the general
sections of the Towns Act, as well
as those relating to assessment, police
and civil conrt, machinery, etc. =

The Chathain bill was considered
by the municipalities committee on
Monday, and Mr. Tweedie desired to
substitate the mode of veting provided
in the Towns incorporation act for
that placed in the Chatham bill by the
committee and approved at the rate-
payers’ meeting. Mr. Smith, of Chat-
bara, advocated retention cf the ballot
as it stood in the bill. Mr. Barchill
also opposed any change in this re-
spect in the bill, while Mr. O’Brien’s
views of the matter coincided with
those of Mr. Tweedie.

Mr. Burchill, however, introduced
a new matter by moving a sestion to
legislate the present incambent of the
police magistrary into the office of
police magistrate for the tewn. He
referred to the charges pending against
him and intimated that he was an
exocellent official whose overthrow was
sought because of his punishing vio-
laters of the Soott Act.

Mr. Tweedie argued that the section
proposed by Mr. Burchill was all the
more objectionable because of the fact
that the charges he referred to were
pending, for it sought to put the pres-
ent police magistrate in office in the
newly constituted town, in spite of the
doubts raised as to his fltness for the

— | office. The 'matter should be lett, as
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in all bills of town incorporation,
which provide for the appointment of
police magistrtates by the government
in the usual way. He referred to Mr.
Smith as to the views of the people of
Chatham on the subject.

Mr. Smith expressed regret that this
new matter should have been dntro-
duced by Mr. Burchill The subject
of the police magistracy had mnot been
referred to at any of the public meet-
T | ings, at the bill committee meetings or
the Board of Trade ' meeting. Every-
body in Cbatham knew that the
charges referred to were pending and

they, donbtless, expected that if the

police magistrate was exonerated by
‘the commissioner, the government
would appoint bim under the new.act,
but if not that some other person
would ‘be appointed: ‘The people of
Chatham knew it was the government’s
prerogative to appoint such officials
and they did not - think of asking the
legislatare to interfere in a matter in
which the government alone was
constitutionally responsible,

Mr. O’Brian thought the section
proposed by Mr. Burchill should not
be placed in the bill.

The matter was discussed until ad-
journment, when it was announced
that it would again come up next day,
(Weduoeday.)

1t was feared that the strong ground
‘taken by Mr. Burchill in favor of his
proposition, and the canvass he had
made for it among members who seem
to bave been brought to believe that
the Scott Act will be in danger unless
Mr. McCullev is legislated into the
office of police magistrate, might so
delay the bill as to lead to its being
withdrawn., Ifso all the work done
for the incerporation of the town will
go for nothing,

The Bathurat Schools Oase.

On Tuesday, at St. John, Judge
Barker gave his decirion in the famous
Bathurst School ~ case, dismissing the
complaint against the Trustees, with
costa. He said the plaintiffs had failed
to prove that the Bathurst schools
were sectarian schools, or « that there
existed any substantial grievance. The
judgment will be approved by the
puablic at large, and it is hoped it will
impress upon the gentlemen engaged
in the agitation the necessity of
abandoning - their iutolerance aund get-
ting along more amicably with their
neighbors.

“Advance” Sclenvific Miscellany.

THE NEXT FLYING MACHINE—A METER FOR
ROENTGEN RAYS—IS THE WORLD TO BE-
COME BIRDLESS }]—VARIATIONS IN HONEY
—~MICROBE CO OPERATION — DIFFUSION
OF METALS—THE ZODIACAL LIGHT AL-
WAYS WITH US—CRIMB AS A DISEASE.

Soaring by Lilienthal's method has
been practiced by Percy 8. Pilcherin a
squally district on the Ciyde. TUnstead of
the double set of wings now adopted by
Lilienthal, Mr. Pilcher has experimented
with a pair of wings pointed upward in
the form ofa V., aud has found that
lowering the tips has diminished the
tendency of this to overturn in a side-
wind. This form of wing has the advan.
tage of a large surface to act asa para-
chute in case of sudden stoppage in the
Feeling fairly sure of his balance in
the air and of his ability to land safely.
Mr. Piloher proposes this year toadd a
petrolsum engine to his spparatvs, with
either a single propeller in front or one
under each wing, and in this way to
attempt horizontal flight by a Maxim
machine of the smallest size possible for
carrying one man.

When transmitting Roeentgen says,
Prof. J. J. Thomson has proven, sll sub-
stances ate condnctors of electricity, the
molecules of the substances seeming to be
in some way split up so that the electric
curreut can pass. Either a positive or
negative charge quickly leaks from an
insulated metal plate when brought ander
the inflaence of the cathode emanations.
As a detector of the rays the electrified
plate is more eensitive than {he photo-

graphio plate, and it will be more suitable

of birds that have recently become
extinct, and 20 others that are threatened
with early extinction. The destruction
is chiefly due to man, cats, rats and hogs.

The “Thestrogeaph” is an Eaglish
inventor’s apparatus for throwing enla"~
kinetoscope pict apon a The
long film is passed in front of a light,
with an iostant’s pause at each picture,
the light beiog cut off during the interval
of motion. The scene is thus presented
continuonsly in life-size.

Honey, sags P. L. Simmonds, contaius
manna, mucilage, grape sugar, pollen,
acid, and other vegetable odoriferous
substances and juices. The manoa is
both food and wmedicine, and the pungent
vegerable extracts have erare virtues.
From some flowers—such as those of the
rosemary, lavendar and orange—bees
collect an egquusitely perfumed honey,
while other plants yield a product having
less agreeable, and even harmful, proper-
ties. Flowers of the élm, broom,
euphorbium, arbutus and box yield a bad
honey. Cases of poisoning have been
traced to honey from aconite flowers,
and honey from the hemlock of the
Levant is dangerous, #s is alse that from
namerous rank and poisouous plants of
the tropics. Honey from certain districts
of Turkey produces headache and vomit-
ing, that from Brazil is used chiefly ia
medicine. The bee is not the only honey-
producing muct An aut of Mexico,
Myr prod
honey in m distended nbdomen, and this
is held by the natives to be a cure for
citaract and other eye diseases, is mixed
with water for a plessant drink, and is
used in fevers. In Kthiopa, & great
mosquito-like insect, called ‘‘tazma” by
the natives, deposits honey without wax
in subterranean cavities.

While a disease msy owe its origin to
one particular form of microbe, it ie
beginning to be understood that other

and the information which it contained
was such that if it could be distcibuted
throughout the province it would, he
velieved, be of very greatvalue to the
people in making their roads. The
government trying to do
sumething & e and it seemed
to him th . «oads were a part
of ..y of the agricultural
wdustry of the country, just as the steam-
boat was a part of the machinery of the
highways of commerce. It was apparent
to him that the use of railways, in some
sections, at least had led the people to
neglect their wagon roads. The reason
for the result was obvious, 8o lopg as the
commerce of the country depsnded on
these ways in such a measure that the
cities and towns cvuld be supplied only by
wagons, the interest in ordinary roads
was well maintained. Every considera-
tion made necessary the keeping of our
highways in good order. Where rail-
ways afford swifter and sheaper communi-
cation the ordinary roads have became.
matters which appear at first sight to be
only of local impoitance. It was clear
that railways could not take the place of
wagon ways, and beyond all thie a little
consideration wouli show that railway
development required improvement of
the common roads. The economic effect
of iron ways was to bring the commercial
products of distant regions into free
competition 1n all our markets, home and
abroad. The result of cheap and swift
cartiage on these modern ways had been
to pul our farmers at aSwingular, and,
often-times hopel disadvantag, as
compared with the position of our com-
petitors of the distunt west. Living 5,
19, 15. or 20 miles from a railway town,
the farmer of this proviace was obliged
to market his produce over bad roads,
and for commercisl purposes must be
farther away from the market of that town
than the farmer of the we:t. The com-
marcial value of good roade was very
importaut and must not be overlooked,
but perhaps their greatest value was to
be found in the influence very exercised
on the social and moral conditions of the

try which they serve. Ia all com-

microbes may greatly iofl the
M ' N

ities the social and moral tone largely

of the di ky, a R

biologist, has been making extensive
researches upou the effects of other
micro-organisms upon the cholera bacillus.
Various kinds of bacteris were obtained
from the intestines of man and animals,
as well as from apples and cucumbers,
and a oonsiderable number of these,
though harmless in themselves, proved to
be capable of increasiug the virulence of
the sholera bacillus. Even cholers
bacilli which had lost their power of doiug
harm agsin became virulent when associ-
ated with perfectly harmless bnoteria
from apples and b This gives
scientific basis for the popular prejudice
against uncooked fruit and vegetables
duriag cholera epidemics, while the effect
of the infestinal bacteria may explain
some of the ‘““vagaries” of such epidemics.

Oae of the mcst carious of pleasure
railwaya is that buils through the palace
of the Sultan of Morooco at a cost of
$100,000. Comfortably smoking in an
electric car, his highness takes several
trips a day over this miniatare road.

Some singular experimentsl results
connected with the mobility of metals,
according to Nature, have been obtained
by Prof. Roberts-Austen. Many experi-
menters, especially Prof. Graham and
Lord Kelvin, have studied the diffasion
of gases and saline sulutions, and Prof.
Roberts-Austen has measured the rate at
which certain metals will penetrate each
other. He finds that solid gold, for
instance, will diffase iuto, and move
about slowly in lead, even at the ordinary
temperature of the air, and with consider-
able rapidity if the lead be warmed,
though far from melting. Evidencs as to
the presence of wandering atoms ina
solid possesses much interest mow that
views as to the natnre of metsl and other
solids have been extended by the dis-
covery that ocertain rays of light will
penetrate them.

During the last three years the zodiacal
light has been studid by E. Marchand
under the very favorable conditions
afforded by the Pic du Midi Observa‘ory,
at an altitude of about 9000 fees. The
.phenomenon is usaally best seen in the
evenings ef spring or mornings of autumn,
but at this station it is visible at all
seasons if the moon and clouds do mot
interfere. By plotting on a chart the
limits of luminosity, it has been found
that the belt of light is about 140 in
width, and that its central plane prob-
ably coincides with the plane of the snn’s
ejuator. The obeervations comfirtn the
theory that the attenuated cosmical
matter of which CHE“madiacal light is
probably composed extends ail round
the sun, in the form of a very fl.ttened
spheroid, to & distance well beyond the
earth’s orbit.

The brains of epileptics, criminals and
idiots have been iuvestigated microscopi-
cally by L. Roncorini, of Turin, who
tinds in most cases sufficient change in
structure to distinguish these from the
normal brein. The evidence seems to
support Lembroso’s view that there is
clofe relation between criminals and
epileptics.

Therapeutical effects are slaimed by
Drs. Apostoli and Berlioz from electrie
currents of extreme frequency passed
through solencids encircling the patient.
In gout, rheamatism and diabetes the
improvement, it is asserted, was re-
markable.

mmnggvlmxmm

On Wednesd .y—T:t Mr. Emmerson
itted a bill to lidate and amend

+| the several acta relating to hig hways, Mr.

Dibblee, chaumm.
THE PUBLIC ROADS.

Hon Mr. Emmerson said he did not
think the subject of highways had clsim.
ed its full of the of the
people of the country, and he certsinly
did net think it had clsimed its full
measure of the attention of the legislature.
While in other countries the condition of
the country roads was looked upun asa
matter of paramount importanos by the
legialatare, we seemingly have ocontented
ourselves with amendments made from
time to time to previous sots, certainly
always with the idea of a betterment of
the ocondition of our roads, but he did
not think we had applied oursalves to the
subject to such a degree as our sister
provinces or as some of the states of the
union. Io Ontsrio the goverament had
sppointed a commission and the matber
lud been exhaustiveiy gone into by them;

in Massachusetts a like commission had
deen appointed, which hed certainly
devoted a great deal of time, and
very concentrated attention to the matter
of the improvement of ocountry roads.

ttan bi

He had received a copy of their report,

depended on the ease with which inter-
course between the households could be
maintained, and the people were largely
dependent upon aod in need of ready
access to each other. The tax which bad
roads put upon attendance upon social
gatherings, upon public, and, if you will,
political meetings, and on schools and
churches, was an evil not to be ignored—
certainly if within our power to remove.
Another matter for serious attention was
the tendency of modern civilization to
draw the people of the agricultural dis-
tricts to the citivs and towns. It seemed
to him that one reason for this was the
condition of the country rosds. Good
roade would certainly wmake living in the
country far more agreeable, aside from
the fact that it would unguestionably
make it more profitible.

He thought that 't would be admitted
that throughout the country where the
statute labor was honestly performed the
people had good roads irrespective of
government grants. He had occasion to
trayel over the roads of the province 3
great deal, and ho could almost tell,
blindfolded, the districts in which statute
labor was being done as againat the dis-
tricty where the labor was not being per-
formed. In some districts the people

their statute labor, and those sections had
good rosds, while in others advantage
would be taken of carelessness or inadver-
tence on the part of the commissioner to
give notive, or some such cause, and no
road work would be done. Another
thing whichstruck him very forcibly was
thefeelng of want of responsibility on
the part of the people. As an illustration
of this he onuld call to mind a case which
happened not longer than three or four
months ago in Stanley district of the
county of York. The people did not
seem to have the slightest idea that any
responsibility rested upon them, but
immedistely telegraphed the government,
cdlling upon them to do this or do that.
The idea seemed to pervade throughout
the previnoe that the whole responsibility
rasted upon the government of protecting
and msintaining the road service of the
country ; whereas the government was
unly supposed to contribute and aid as
far as possible to the maint and
betterment of those roads. That the
responsibility rested upon the municipal-
ities and upon the people in the respective
distriots was unguestionably a fact, a fact
that the legislature recognized and a fact
that the people of the country must learn
t>recognize more than they had donein
the past. The object of the ®
which had been introduced was to secure
the performanoce of the statuta labor. All
laws in the past had failed todo that to
any great degree of perfection, and
while thare wers mno very great changes
in the p J ® as pared with
previous statutes, yet there was the dis-
tinction that by thig bhill there had been
adopted the sssessment principle and a
reference to the bill woull show that an
assessment UPOD every ratopayer was
provided and upon all taxable property
in s district.
. “THE PROVISIONS OF THE BLIL.

A poll tax of $1.50 upon all persons
between the ages of 21 snd 60, the
same as in the old law, was provided, but
there wae assessed ayaiost the property of
each ratepayer 10 cents per $100, or $1 on
s 81,000, while uoder the old law an
assessment of 50 cents was made for $400
of property, aud on ecach additional $800 a
further tax of 50 oents. Under the new
bill the rate wes uniform, 10 cents on $100
oll throagh. The rosult would be that the
more wealthy ratepayers would have greater
burdeus than under the old law, while the
tax on the poorer class would be less pro-
portionately. Another change that had
been made was the giving power to the
municipal councils to divide the parishes
toto divisions. A parish might constitute
oae division or it might be dividud into five,
which was the limit. Iu a small parish
it might be wise not to divide it ap into
divisions, but in larger parishes he thought
it would be found expedient to bave more
than one division. Ewh division would
comprise a number of road districts and the
couaty il would appoiat one co
siomer for each division. Uuder this act the
existing by-road commissioners are done
away with, asit were, and the sarveyors
are done away with as such. The principle
of assessment was recognized and was
worked out. As under theold law, the

payer may do te labor instead of
paying the money, bat there was this
feature of the bill—and in' that respeot
it was & vast improvement over the old act
—that if he does not elect within a limited
time to do statate labor he must pay the
money. He caunot escape it. No inad-
vertanoe on the part of a sarveyor, or no
wrong-doing on the part of a commissioner
—nothing will excuse him for getting clear
of the ocontribution which he is called upon
to make towards the support of the roads in

bis division. Tt d to him (E )

were alive to the necessity of performing.

e S
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this must be an essential featur® of every
law if it was to be worked. If the ratepaycr
elects to do statute lsbor the commissionor
shall notify him as to when and where the
work will be done, and at a certain time
the commissioner wi'l lay out certain work,
and he will appoint one of the [ratepayers as
roadmaster, who sha!ll have charge of the
laborers thus called out ander the law.

Mr. Shaw—Supposing only oae or two
worked and the re:t played.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—That
discretion of the commissioner, Non-
residents must in any care pay their
money, and the commissioner would ar-
range that those ritepayers who were
performing statute labor in lieu of their
road tax, shouid be put on with men
who were doing the work under contract,
and there wonld not bs aoy dilficulty in
that respect. The act requirss that there
shall bo ten hours’ work, for which 60
cents thall be allowed. He thought this
should be changed to eight hours, becanse,
as a great deal of this labor was performed
in connexion with and ae a sort of attach-
ment of the road machine, he thought it
would be advisable to make the change,

Mr. Shaw—Tha pay would be about the
same ; they are now allowed 50 cguts for
eight hours.

« Mr. Emmerson—Yes, end it would seem
to me that it would be advisable to allow 60
cents for even eight hours. Provision, he
said, was made that the roadmaster should
make a return to the commissiover of the
amount of work donme by each ratepayer,
and the value of the work should be credited
on the assessment, but if sufficient work
should not be performed to~ satisfy the
amount of the tax the balauce shall be paid
in money. Another very important feature
of the bill was that if the amount assessed
and collected is not expended in the year
for which it is collected, the balance shall be
placed iu tha hands of the couaty treasurer
to the credit of that particnla: division, and
the following year can be drawn out by the
commissioner then in office and expended
upon the roads in that division, so that
there was no possibility of funds collected in
one division being diverted to the benefit of
8 neighboriog division 1n the same parish.

Exch commissioner has authority to divide
his division into road districts. He defines
the boundaries of these districts and makes
retara thereof to the manicipality. He
also had power to appoint a roadmaster for
each district. Uader the oll condition of
thiogs there were three commissioners for
each parish ; they might live a long distance
apart, woud sellom meet to confer with
each other, and one would not take the
respounsibility of acting without the author-
ity of the others. Uader the new system
there would be concentrated action on the
part of each commissioner, and the responsi-
bility would be upon him, As compensation
for his services he would be allowed two and
8 half per cent. on the rated assessment and
five per cent. on the money expended. He
thought the amouat shounld be lessin smaller
and more thickly settlod divisions—as iu a
village.

He (Emmerson) wouid like to have provi-
sion made in the bill for  full and detailed
record of the mileage of every by-road in
the province. He thought the daty should
be imposed upon each cewmissioner of mak-
ing a return to the public worke department
of the number of roads, their location, name
description and mileage, The public works
department had such a return of great
roads, but the mileage of the great roads
was very insignificant as compared with
bye-roads. He would also suggest
that some provision should be made
as to the manner of conducting repairs on
the roads with a view to uniformity.
The commission appointed by the Oatario
government i their report liid particnlar
stress upon the necessity of under-drains
through the centre of the road, and they
pointed out that the cost of doing the work
was comparatively small. Something should
also be done with reference to the cross
drains or culverts, These were greatly
affected by ‘the action of the frost and acci-
dente wb!e  Sonstaotly occurring. Stone
culverte, % thought, should be put in, in
such ouon,h which would last practically for
all time. Another thing which he wished to
call attention to was the ditches. There
should in his vpinion be three feet on either
side,from the travelled roadway to the ditch,
80 that where the travelled roadway was 14
feet wide it would be 20 feet from side of
ditch to side ot ditch.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson
the bulletin issued by the commis-
sicn appoiated by the Oatario govern-
ment, suggesting the way io which roads
should be built and repared. He believed
it was desirable to have the roadwork per-
formed as early in the season a3 possible--in
some sections as early as May: la scctions
where there were guod roads the value of
property was increased and the benetits
could be seen in every direction. He
thought this was a matter ia which every
member of the house was interested, and
whether opposition or government each

ber should trate his best effuris
and judgment towards the accom plishment
of sach a result.
MR, SHAW,

is in the

then read from

Mr. Shaw said he entirely agreed with
the chief comm:ssioners as to this being a
very important question, and he thought
every member of the house should try and
assist, as far as possible, irrespective of
whether he was a supporter of the govern-
ment or not. There were many thingsin
the bill which he believed would be accept-
able to the people of the country. It seem-
ed to him that better results could be
obtained if, instead of the ratepayers being
allowed to do work in lien of road tax, they
shonld be compelled to pay their mouey, and
then the commissiovers vould pay for having
the work performed, and it would be well
done.

His experience was that the rate-
payers performing statue labor tried t) do as
little as possible. He was in perfect accord
with the suggestion thrown out by the chief
commissioner a8 to under-drains, and they
were certainly a great improvement over
the old method of piling on a lot of brush
sud then covering it with clay and mud.
Where under-drains were put in, the water
would run off into the ditcles, and the
road would be kept in good condition. He
thought the measure was a good one and
he would give it his hearty sapport.

After vupper the bill was further con:
sidered and discussed by  Messrs,
Hill, Pinder, Porter, Killam, Tweedie,
Smith, Blair, Stockton, Veniot, Russell,
Mitchell, Paulio, Sbaw, Mcleod, Scovil,
Fowler, Alward, Farris, Sumuer, Lockhart,
Howe and White. There was no opposition
to the principal of the bill, sad any differ-
ence of opinion was with regard to its de-
ta'ls.

At 11.30 o'clock the whole bill, con-
sisting of 77 sectione, had been considered
and agreed to, with the exception of six
sactions which were allowed to stand for
further ocomsideration. Progress was re-
ported with leave, and the bill was made
the first order of the day for next day.

Mr. Tweedie introduced a bill further
smending the game laws, also a bill further
smending the mining act.

Mr.tL‘ll"'A a d a bull relati
the parishes of Balmoral and Eldon.

Mr. Mitchell submitted the report of
Hotel Dieu hospital, Chatham.

Adjourned.

The Hotel Diea Report is as follows :—
REPORT OF THE HOTEL-DIEU HOSPITAL OF

CHATHAM, N. B. FOR THE YEAR 1893,

This iostitation is ocouducted by the
Sisters Hoapitallers of 88, Joeeph (s Fouoda-
tion from Hotel Dieu of Montreal), who
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e

lodge, nurse and care for the sick patients,
while the regul.r visiting physiciaos—
Dogtors Johu 8. Benson, Joseph B. Beuson
and John McDouald give them medical
attendance.

The cases treated daring 1895 included
Pogumonia, Pl-urisy, Bronchitis, Dropsy,
I‘yphmd Fever, Neuyr:lgzia, Pathi-13 Hemorr-
hege of the Luugs, Hemorrhage of the
Brain, Rheumati«in Fractures, Abcesses,
Tamors, Gastric Citarh, Paralysia and
various other diseases of a luss grave nutuare,
Daring the year thirty-one ~urgical op ri-
tions were performed iucluding L.parotomy
to explore tumcr of lLiver, removal of
cancerous breasts, several operations on the
eye, ete,

STATISTICR OF PATIENTS ADMITTED TO THE
HOSPITAL :

1895

150

Total number almitted :—
62
73
15

Of which there were—men,..
" e women,
childreo,

“ “
Belongmg to New B unswick, 141
P. € Islang,. ; 3

2y Quenu, bidale 2
” United Stxtcs, . 3
9 Germny, 1
THCSE BELONGING TO NEW BRUNSWICK CAME

FROM FOLLOWING COUNTIES : —
Northamberland, .. 127
Gloucester, ohe A 12
Restigouche, .. . o S 1
Kent, .... 1
THOSE FROM NORTHUMBERLAND CAME FROM
THE FOLLOWING PARISHES :

Chatham,
Blackville,
Nelson,
Rogersville,
Newcanstle,
Alnwck,
Glenelg,
Hardwick,

60
13
13

Biissfieid

Southesk, i s
Besides the patieuts dlrecbly under the

Sisters’ care in thair Hospital there were

about 170 persons from ountside who came

to obtain medicioe or to reseive treatment

for wounds, sores, etc.

On Thursday Hon. Mr. Emmerson recowm-
mitted the bill to consolidate and amend the
several acts relating to highways, Mr.
Dibblee in the chair.

The bill was considered the greater part
of the afternoon and again after recess, the
discussion being mostly of a conver.ational
character. The speakers were: Messrs,
Emmerson, Duon, Pinder, Porter, Richard,
Veniot, Tweedie, Stockton, Killam, Sive-
wright, Fowler, Russell, Johuson aund
Mitchell.

At 8.30 o'clock progress was reported
with leave to eit again the unaderstindiog
being the bill wonld be further considered
later in the eveuning.

Hov. Mr. Biar introdaced & bl amend-
ing the law providiog for shorthand report-
ing in certain courts.

Mr. Beveridge committed a bill amending
the law incorporating the Tobique River
Log Driving Co., O’Brien of Chsrloite 1u the
chair.—Agreed tv with amendments,

Mr Kilism comm:tted a bill relating to
conetibl-s in the conuty of Westmorlund,
O’Brien of Charlotte in the chair.—Agrecd
to.

Mr. Emmerson committed a bill incor:
porating the Harvey Hall company, O’Biwen
of Charlotte in the chair. —Agreed to.

Hoo. Mr. Blair committed a bill amending
the New Bruuswick Joint Stock Compsnies
ast of 1893, Mr. Vewoit iu the chair.—
Agreed to.

Hon, Mr. Blair committed a bill amend.
icg the law relating to police establishment
in the town of Woudstuck, Mr. Venoit
the chair.— Agreed to. i

Mr. Fowler committ-d a bill to revive,
continue and amead the several acts relatii g
to the Moncton and Harvey Short Line
railway connect on compsny, Mr. Baroes
in the chair. Agreed to.

Mr. Duon committed & bill incorporating
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd of St.
John, Mr. Barues iu the chair.

Mr. Richard moved that the bill be agreed
to with the amendments suggested by the
law committee. Canied.

Mr. McCasin committed a biill ameadiog
the law relating to fences, trespasses and
pounds, Mr. Fowler in the ochair,—Agreed
to with amendments,

THE MASTERMAN PULP MILL EXEMPTION FROM

TAXES,

Tweedie comwmitted a bill to
exempt certain property in the parish of
Newcastle from taxation. He explained
that the biil propssed t» exempt the real
and personal property ia the parish of New-
castle in the County of Northumberland
belonging to the Masterman Sulphite Fibre
Company from taxation. A similsr exemp-
ticn had been granted the Maritime
Sulphite Fibie Compsay, whose works are
at Chatham, in 1887.

Hoon, Mr. Blair moved as an amendme: ¢t
to the first section of the bill that such
exemption shall not apply to district school
taxes. He doubted if the Surveyor-General
would be able to cite a cise in which the
exemption had included the district school
tax. Sach a principle was entirely at van.
ance with the rule which had prevailed n
thie House regarding such tax.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said he had alrealy
cited & case—that of the Maritime Suiphite
Fibre Company, where the exemption had
included the district school tax,

Hon. Mr. Blair eaid that unless the
Surveyor-General could show that the bil
of 1887 had not shipped throuuh without ite
provisions being known to those charg.d
with the responsibility of watching legisla-
tion, such case could scarcely be-quoted as
a precedent. [t had been the uniform
castom of tbis legislature to deciine to grant
exemptious in ths case of district school tax
and he thought it was now too late.in the
day to affirm » different principle.

Dr. Alward said the question to consid-r
was : Has it been the invariabie case to
refuse to grant exemptions in the case of
district school taxes? He was satisfied that
it had not beeo, and he quoted the case of
the Parks Factory in St. John aand two
other cases in Charlotte. The laster had
been got through the ITouse by Mr. Russell,
aod in view of these precedents he did oot
think it was correct for the -Attorney-
General to say that the invariable rule had
been against granting eXsmptivns of the
district echool tax. How could the granting
of the exemption regarding this tax possib.y
affect the echool question? The argument
of the Attorney Guueral seemed to be based
upon sentiment rather than sound reaeon,

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said it seemed to him
that when an honorable nember got up to
oppose a bill the onus was on him to show
why it should not pass. The Attorney
General had songht to make it appear that
there was a rule of the House against
grantiog school tax exemprions. There was
no such rule, and even if there was this was
a new House and could make its own rules.
The Attorney General had not adduced a
single reason to show why this b1l shounld
pot pass. Neither had he shown how it was
going to affect the integrity of the school
law. The promoters of this bul were inveat-
ing $80,000 or $100,000 in this industry,
and their enterprise would ¢ > employment
to hundreds of persons, which would have
the effect of swelling the school fund by
reason of the taxes imposed upon those who
had so found employment. It was idle for
the Attorney Genersl to seek to create the
impression that the bill of 1887 had slipped
through the committee in his (the Attoruey
General’s) absence. As he (TWweedie) re-
membered the wzatter the bill of 1887 was
committed in the afternoon and there was
a discnssion upon it, and notwithstanding
the Attorney General had thenm, as now,
opposed exemptiou from the echool tax, the
bill bad beeu agreed to. He and the other
members from Northumberlend had promis-
ed the promoters of this bill that they

Hon. Mr.,
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would be treated in exactly the same way
an the Maritime Sulphite Fibre Cyjmpany,
and any different trestment by the Com-
mittee now would have to be regarded as
discrimination against the new company.
It was impossible to expect that a hard and
fust rule should be lud down regerding the
question ot eyemptions, Each case should
be considered on its own merits, In Chat-
ham there was no ditFculty regarding the
district school tax because of the exempting
of the sulphite works there from the pay-
ment of that tax. Wo had the experience
of that case to show that no evil results
foilowed the passing of the bill of 1887, and
he was satisfied that none i follow the
passage of this bill. It was all sentiment
to say that the adoption of the bill would
interfcre with the integrity of the school
law,

Hon Mr. Blair said that the statement
of the Surveyor Geveral that this Company
proposed to put $100,000 into their euter-
prire was a good reason for supposing that
their efforts were not likely to be seriously
interfered with if they ‘were not exempted
from the school tax.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said that the fact that
the Company was putting so much money
igvo the enterprise was no argument against
granting them this exemption, If it were,
then why did so many companies with large
capital assk for exemption from taxation.
and why were 80 maay localities willing to
grant exemptions for the purpose of getting
in their midst enterprises which would give
employment t», and bring in Jarge number
of persims to the district? |

Mr. Barnes eaid that he had a bill before
the House a short time ago, asking exemp-
tion from taxation for butter and cheese
faotoriee, He had intended the bill to apply
ouly to his own County, but at the request
of many members he had agreed that the
bill should be made gencral 8o as to spply to
the whole Provioce. When that biil came
before the corporations committes he had
been given to underrtind that the exemption
could oot include thé district school tax.
This statement had been made at a meeting
of that Committes which was attended by
two members of the Govt, and he clearly
understood that all the precedents were
against granting exemption from the district
school tax. He had accepted that state-
ment and submitted to the inevitable, and
had agreed to exclude that featore from his
bii. If the bill n)w before the House.
which included exemption from the schoul
tax should pass, he would regard it as slar
upon himself and upoo those who had pre-
sented the petition to him in support of his
il

Hon. Mr. Bliir said it was just as well
this motter had come up so early in the life
of this new House, so that the rale might
be cl:arly and finally established.

Hoo. Mr Tweedie,—~Then you admic
there is no rule.

Hon. Mr. Blair said that it had been the
invariable rnle since the adoption of the
common school system, when the question
of exemptions came up, to refuse to grant
exemption from the district echool law. In
view of that castom the responsibility rest-
ed upon the prumoter of the Bill to show
why there should be any departurs from
the custotn which had so long prevailed.
He wished to be understood as entirely
dissencing from the proposition of the
Sarveyor-General, that all that was neces-
sary for the promoter of the Bill to do was
to jlaco it on the table of the Committee
and say such B.ll should pass unless good
reasons could be shown woy it should not
be adopted. It appeared to him that the
majority of the Committes would not ayree
with that kind of reasoning, and would
take the view that the onns was on the
other side, and that in refcrence to this
Bill it devolved on the Sarveyor-General to
make out his case, The Surveyor-General
had stated that no bad results foliowod
from the passage of the Act of 1887. The
fact that the hon. memb-r had strong con
victiogs in that regard did mot necessarily
mean that his view was correct, although he
m:ght honestly, as no doubt he did, believe
that it was correct. There might be pre-
cadents, as c'aimed by the hon. member
from St. Joun (Dr. Alward,) but with the
exception of the Bill of 1887, which case, as
he had stated, he believed to have slipped
through, using the words in no offensive
sense, he questioned very much if there were
any precedents. As he had stated, he had
always opposed the granting of exemptioos
from the district school tax, and he would
continue to vote agsiost any such proposal,
until the Legislature laid down a differeat
principle from the one which had prevailed
since the passage of the school law. He
did oot think it would require much in-
genuity of argument to convince the Com-
mittee that even though a Bill was passed

bill which had passed regurding the Park
Cotton Factory,

Dr. Stocktoo,--The Bill regardiog the
Parks Cotton Factory did not exempt from
school taxes. It empowered the  Common
Council to fix the valuaticn of the | property
for taxation at $50,000.

Hon. Mr, Blair said he thought the bon,
member (Dr. Aiward) must have bsen mis-
tsken in hia refereuce to the case of the
Parks Cotton Factury, and he felt saticfied
that if the other# laws to which that hon.
member had referred were turned up i,

would be found that the hon. gentleman was et

also mistaken in reference to them. In
view of the rule which had always prevailed
and in view aleo of the fact that it was only
the other day that the hon. member for
Kent (Mr. Baraee) had been led to withdraw
a provision from his Bill whioh included
exemption from school tax because of hav-
ing had pointed out to him what bad been
recognized as a genmeral priuciple, it wou'd
be highly improper to pass/the present Bill
without the amendment wmct he bad pro-
posed.

Mr, Sumoer eaid that he did not pretend
to be an authority as to Psatliamentary roles,
It the hon. Attorney-Genersl stated that

. the rule of which he had spoken-had invari-

ably prevailed, no doubt that was & correot
statement, bnt she question for the Commit-
tee to consider was, not whether such a rule
had been recognizad, but was the rule a
sound one? The Company whose Bill was
now before the House had, accordivg to
the Surveyor-General, been almost guaran-
teed vhe same privileges which were given
to the Chatham Sulphite Fibre Company in
1887. It eeemed to him that it would there-
tore .be unfair, aftar hiviog exempted
che Chatham corpuration, to decline the like
exemption to the new Corporation. He did
not kuow that it was 8o very wrong to exempt
from school taxee. They granc such
exemptions in Moncton. The Surveyor-
Geveral should be treated leniently in this
mattor, especially when it 18 remembered
that the Chatham Company got a mimilsr
Bill through in 1887, and that Mr. Russeil
of Chariotte also gota Bill through which
included exemption from schoul tax.

Dr. Alward *—Mr, Russeil got two sach
cases through,

Mr. Sumoer ?—I know that the Moncton
Sugr Factury had been exempted from the
paymeant of toe school tax, at ull eveuts if it
not exempted the taxes liave not been s0le
lecied.

Hon. Mr. Blmr,—Da you think its exis-
tence depends upon the sxemptwn from
nchool taxes ?

Mr. Sumoer said that Peterborough not
ouly gave exemptions to manufacturiug
euterpriges, but also gave bonuses to them.

Hon. Mr. Blair,~I would sooner give
bonuses than grant exemption from the
psyment of schoul taxes,

Mr. Wells said he was glad this matter
came up, 8o that it could be decided whether
or not the role which they had beea follow-
ing was good or bad. He had always been
led to believe that it was a recognized
principle of the Legislature not to exempt
from the payment of schuol taxes. When
the hon. member for Kent (Mr. Barnes) had
his Bill granting exemptions from taxation
for butter aud cheese factories before the
vhe Corporations Committee, there were two
members of the Government present, aund
he distincily understood that there was
serious objection to including the school tax
in the exemption. It we refused in that
case, and did 2o rightly, we should decline
to exempt from the paying of the distriot
schoul tax in the present case. However,
if we bave been acting wrongly sl along the
sooner the matter 18 understood, the better.

Mr. Killam said the view put forward by
the Attorney General to-night was not a new
oue. Ever since the schoul la® passed in
1871 there had been stroug objections by those
w charge of the house to granting exemptions
from school tax. The hon. George E. Kiog,
who was the father of the school law, was
always opposed to granting snch exemptions,
and his example, so far as he (Killam
koew, had ulways been followed. There
had been no legislativn exempting the
Moncton Sugar Retinery from taXation.
The fact was that when that Corporation
owed some $10,000 for schonl taxes the
Moncton Trustees let them off from the
payment of the amount. He (Killum) did
not hesitato to say that people 1n the Purish
of Moncton were” groaning as a result of
exemptione, and indeed many of the people
in the poorer districts were really suffering
as a consequence of the large number of
exemptious that had been granted. The
cities and towns through their Councils
could say whether they would exempt from
school taxes, and this was also the case in
reference to the ‘unicipalities, but if ex.
emptions were made in such cases the town,
city or county did not lose the schoul tax

iu 1887 granting exewptions which included
the district schoul tax, a refusal to pass the
present Bill would mean any discrimiunation
agaiust the present Company. He could
very well understind how a strong ocase
might have been made out in the year
vamed in favor of grinting all kiods of
exemptions to a Corporation like the Mari

time Sulphite Fibre Company, because then
the enterprise in which they were embark-
ing was an untried one. That Compsay,
however, having made a success of their
adustry, after having taken all the chances
of failure, it could be argued that it would
be a discrimination agaivst them to permit
a rival Compsny to embark in the same
business on equal terms with them, From
that view. it would be seen that it might be
successfully argued that any discrimination
at the present time was rather against the
old Company than the new one, but of
course he did not wish to be uneerstood as
at all opposed to the new Corporation hav-
ing all the rights and privileges that it was
entitled to. Although we have the state-
meut of the Surveyor-General that noevil re-
sults followed the passing of the Bull of 1887,
yet we have no positive knowledge of that
fact, as it was impossible to get the views
of the people of the school district. It was
different in cities and towus, and it was
also different in regard to the County taxes,
for in such cases it was possible to get at
the views of the people shrough their differ-
ent councils, but so far as the district
echool matters were conceroed it was only
when the people met at their annual meet-
ing that their views ocould be obtained.
Reference had been made by the hon,
member for St. John (Alward) to the Parks
Cotton Factory of St. Jubn. He would ask
the hon. member if he (Alward) was sure
of his faots in r-ference to that case, or was
he spesking merely from memory. He
doubted very much if this Legislature in-
cluded exemption from school taxes in avy
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‘at  $50,00,

in quence. It mesnt that cther prop-
erty had to pay the taxes. That was not
the case in reference to the distriot school
tax, and we shounld keep oar hands off that
part of the school law.

De. Alward said the two cases in Char-
lotte County to which he had referred were
Haoson’s Shoe Factory at St. Andrew’s
and Holmes’ Sardine Factory at Beaver
Harbor. The Parks Cotton factory valu-
ation had been placed by this legislature
, and that isa property worth
balf a million. Was not a grest exomption
made from school tax by the placing of
such a low valuation on that property? It
might be argued that this exemption was not
made directly, but all the same the property
wus exempted from the payment of a large
portion of the schoul tax. Fhe passage of
the present Bill would in no way
affect the integrity of the school law.
He understood there was a largely signed
petition 1n fasor of the Bill, and as the
petition came from persons belonging to
the school district the Bill should pass.

Hou. Mr, Tweedie ssid that it was not
ocorrect to say that those who were likely to
be affected by this legislation were not
represented in this Legislature. As a mat-
ter of fact every resideat of the achool
district had petitioned 1n favor of the pas-
sage of this Bill. Hewvead the petition, pud
said there were very few people. if any
entitled to vote at the district school meet-
ing bat who had signed the petition. It
had been sought to make capital agaiust this
Bill because of the treatment which bad
been received by a Bill promoted befors the
Corporations Committee by the hon. member
for Kent (Mr. Barnes.) All he counld say
was that he (Tweedie) was not 'esponsible
for that treatment., 1f he had been present
he would have assisted the hou, member
in g-ttiog his Bill through in the shape in
which he had first presented it, He would
sak every member of this Committee, had
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