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point, liowcvci', if would tiiko mo, <-oo loii^' <o clwoll at any profitablo l(>ngtli. SnlRcn it to

say thai (if we cx't'pt llio I'lidMiician an'l I'luiir in tlio days of Tyrian and Cartlian'iniau

coloniziniv enterprise, the Aral)ic. duriui^' the domination of the Caliphs, and the Hebrew, in

the wake of the Jew isli wanderiniis) the Somitie hinguagos liave l)ecn seldom found far

away from the limits of their aneient cradle-land. Yet of no H'roup of toni^'ues have the

conquests been more splendid or more enduring, if we have regard to the infhien<'e of their

literatures on the nations of the world. As an Aryan was destined to bo the religious teacher

of countless myriads of tlie races of iartlier Asia, so from the tents of 8hem was to spread
the light that wa,s to liahien the gentiles of the west. Palestine is the Holy Land to the

proud civilizations that arose on tiie ruins of ]{ome, Rome itself put u Jewish fisherman

in the high place of its haughty Ctesars. Ht>l)rew, which (Jreek and lioman scholars did

not think worth the troulth' of learning, became the Holy Tongue, a "sacred and origiiud

lami'uaue." occupying a serene heiglif l)y itself, apart from any vulgar speech (though (Ireek,

too, was allowed to sliare in its sanctiiication), and endowed with graces and privileu'es of

which no other lanuuaii'c could boast. Though the Jews are strangers in all lands, and their

oii.y lionie is aniong strangers, tlu'ir sacred books are the most valued literature, the most
prized heritage of Christendom, X(ir does their infhuMice end there. The Old Testament

was the foster-mother of Mohammedanism as well. To the followers of the Trophot, as to

us, Abraham is the father of the faithful ; and there is not a community of either creed

from Yokohama to San Francisco, or from Siberia to tlie Cape of <,rood Hope, whose belief

and worship, and even wliose common thouuhis and speech do not bear some impress of

Judaism. The Hebrew language has not penetrated and interfused other languages, like

the Latin and Greek, but much of the peculiar plu'useolouy which was familiar to Moses,

to David, to Isaiah ami lo Paul may l)e heard to-day in every domestic gathering, in almost

every thoroughiiU(! in the civilized world. Every re('urring Seventh Day recalls th(! law

of IMoses and on the most momentous occasions in our lives: at the font, at the marriage

altar, at th(> death-l)ed. at the gi.'.ve-side, we hear words of comfort, of warning, of sympa-

thy which were common lo the Jewish ])eople when as yet the ulory had not departed

from Israel. What conquest could l)e mor.' marked, more permanent than that? And yet

that is not all f Did not Jewi.^h modes of thought modify those of Phoenicia, of Eii'ypt, of

G-reeee, of Persia, of Rome,—beiiiii'. p.'rhaps. modified themselves in turn ! Vor the com-

munication of nation with ni'tion was undoul)U'dly less exceptional in ancient tinu's tlian

it was once the fashion to b.'lieve. Josephus says that the A/'rca. Clirrsonesiis oi India

was the destination of Solomon's fleet and. whether or no, ii is reasonable to believe that

the Jews, espe/ially after th' exile, were no strangers to the life and movement of the

civilized world from the Indus to liie i'illais of Hercules.

That th(* PhoMiicians. near neighbors to the Jews, and speaking almost the same

tongue, made important contributions to civilization, it is m^edless to say ; but, like those

who si'ive their own l)lood to inviu'orate others, their labours and victories only went to

build up the un'ater power of Kunie. The mistress ol ihe world never forgave her rival,

thouu'h site relented so far as to build a second Carthagt' ; but Greece never ceased to

remember the " letters Cadmus iiave " Dr. Arnold has emphasizi'd the providential close

of the triple conllict. Still, even if we uive our sympathies to the victor wiu) was to hand
down the gains of his triunipli loourselve,-. wee aiiiiiil but rci; ret that those who conferred on

Europe the glorious Ijoou of letters should have left so few Irace^i of the language to which


