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many gold cap-bands, and profusion of gilt buttons,

interfered, I fear materially, with the proper delivery

of the morning milk and butter by sundry maidens

with golden locks ; and the purser's wholesale order

for beef threatened to create a famine in the Ork-

neys. The cheapness of whiskey appeared likely to

be the cause of our goHg to sea with a crew in a

lamentable state of drunkenness, and rather preju-

diced me against Stromness ; but if it had no other

redeeming quality, all its faults would be forgotten

in the astounding fact that there may be found a

landlady with moderate prices and really fresh eggs.

As a description of this part of the world is no

part of my task, I will pass over our long and crooked

walk about Stromness ; and the failure of the good

folk there to induce us to trust ourselves on their

ponies for a ride to Kirkwall, naturally limited our

knowledge of the neighbourhood.

Above the town of Stromness rises a conical-

shaped hill ; it has, I believe, been immortalised by

Scott in his " Pirate :" it had yet deeper interest for

me, for I was told that up It had toiled dear friends

now missing with Franklin. I and a kind shipmate

walked out one evening to make our pilgrimage to

a spot hallowed by the visit of the gallant and true-

hearted that had gone before us—and, as amid wind

and drizzle we scrambled up the hill, I pictured to
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