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you know thi' numiier of man 1 wisli to seem and try to be
;

you know what I liave been. You do not know, because you
cannot guess, (lie tilings which you have put into my head."

Mrs. JVEstrange blushed and began to tremble. Could it bi-

jMissible that lie was actually going to

—

He was.
'' You and T together, Mrs. I/Kstrange, are gone to wreck in

this almighty liurricanc. I've got one or two thousand dollars

left ; perhaps you will have as much, i>erhaps not. Mrs.

L'Kstrange, will you think it presumptuous in u rough Ameri-

can— not an American gentleman by birth and raising—to oth-r

you such protection and care as he <an give to the best of women \

We, too, will go to Virginia with i\Ir. l)un<|uer(|ue and hi^

wife ; we will settle near them, and watch their liappincsf,.

The Viririnians are a kin<lly folk, and love tin* Kni:lish pj'uplc.

.'Specially if they are of gentle birth. Say, Mrs. ii'Kstrangi'."
'• O, Mr. pK'ck, I am forty years of age !

"

" And I am live-and-forty."

dust Mieu IMiillis and .lack burst into the room. They did

nut look at all like being ruined ; they were wild with Joy and
good spirits.

"And you are going to Virginia, Mr. I)uni|Uer(iue 1 " .said

(lilead. "I am thinking of going too, if I can persuade this

lady to go with me."
•* O, Agatha, conu' with us I

"

"Come with me," corrected (lilead.

Then IMiillis saw how things lay— what a change in Phillis

to see so much !—and half laughing, but more in seriousness

than in mirth, threw her arms round .Agatha's neck.
" Will you come, <lear Agatha 1 lie is a good man and lie

loves you ; and wo will all live near together and 1m^ happy."

Tiirce short scenes to conclude my st(»ry.

It is little more than a year since Agatha L'Fstrange, as shy

an<l blushing as any maiden- much more shy than Philiis—
laid her hand in (lilead's, with the confession half sobbed out,

" And it isn't a 'mistake you are making ; because I am not

ruined at all. It is only you and these poor children and
liawrence."

We are back again in Empire Civy. It is the early fall,


