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Chapter I.—INTRODUCTORY.

Gbnbral Fbaturhs.

The object of this pamphlet is to present in as concise and plain a form ai
sible, for the information of intending settlers, the leadine Toatures of the
ance of British Columbia, with reference to Position, Ilarboifrs, Inland Waters,

imate, Resources, Minerals, Ajjriculture, Fisheries, and other facta of interest to
le intending settler, and generally the conditions of settlement.

British Columbia, which entered the Canadian Confederation in 1871, is the
lost westerly of the Canadian Provinces. It has a coaat line on the Pacific Ocean
f about 600 miles, that is, in a straight lina If its almost innumerable indentations
nd bays wore measured, the coast line would extend to several thousands of miles.

The area of the Province, according to the Census measurement, is 341,306
juare miles. Ita position on the American continent is one of great commercial
nportanco, and its resources are in keeping with ita position. If it were to be
escribed from the characteristics of its climate, its mineral wealth, and its natural
}mmercial relations, it miglkt be taid to be the Great Britain and California com-
ined of the Dominion of Canada.

The Province is divided into two parts, the Islands, of which Vancouver is the
rincipal, and the Mainland. Vancouver is about 300 miles long, with an average
readth of about sixty miles, containing an area of about 20,000 square miles.

British Columbia has numerous harbours and rivers, some of which are of im-
jrtance, and all are remarkable for their bountiful, in fact, wonderful, supplies of
ih. The scenery which it possesses is magnificently beautiful.

The climate on the coast is more eqpable ana much milder in winter than in

ly other part of Canada ; but aa the mountains are ascended, greater cold prevaila,

ith more snow, and the characteristics of greater dryness of atmosphere which
Ark the climate of the interior of the continent are found.
The population of Brtish Columbia, by the Census of 1881, did not exceed

,459, of wnich 25,661 were Indians. This comparatively sparse population is due
the hitherto isolated position of the Province; but now uiat railway communication
ween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans through the Dominion of Canada, is being

idly pushed forward to completion by a route which ofEers the easiest gradients,

'the most important natural commercial advanti^es of any possible line acroaa

continent of America, the inducements the Province offers to settlers are beginning

.ttract the attention, as well of the emigrating classes of the Old World, as of the

rating classes of this continent ; and population is already beginning to flow

idly in. It is beyond doubt that the peroentiu;e of increase which will be shown
the next decennial census, will be » statistical &ct to excite men's wonder;


